C OLORADO C OLLEGE
The Block Plan + Small Classes + The Liberal Arts = A Better Way to Learn
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ired of carrying a 30-lb. backpack and juggling five courses at
once? The Block Plan, Colorado College’s unique and intensive
academic calendar, allows you to take one course at a time. Both
students and professors engage deeply with a different subject every
three and a half weeks rather than attempting to balance multiple
courses throughout a semester. Each block covers the same amount
of material as a semester system.

“I feel more
connected and
passionate about
academics than
ever before.”
— Suzanna Brown '13,
art history major, San Rafael, Calif.

The result? Your classroom can be just about
anywhere. Forget lecture halls. You can study the
film industry on location in Hollywood, or
traditional Balinese dance in Indonesia. You can
find Jupiter during evening labs in Barnes
observatory, or explore the natural wonders of the
Southwest as a field archaeologist. Classes are
small, hands-on, and highly focused. If you love
your class, you’re free to obsess over it. Not your
thing? It’s over in three and a half weeks.

“I love the Block Plan
because it takes
learning beyond the
traditional paradigm of
the semester system
and encourages
creativity, innovation,
versatility and outside
of the box thinking.”
— Izzy Parkinson '14, sociology major,
Kennebunk, Maine
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Hunter Lea '13

W

hen professors at CC take attendance, they are doing more than crossing a name off of a list. They are
making connections with you. They probably won't take attendance after the first few days because
they will know you by name, face, favorite sports team, and favorite book. At CC, you call your professor by
his or her first name, and there is a high level of respect inherent in this relationship. Professors may come
to your concerts, recitals, readings, and athletic games.

“Every voice can be heard. Every idea and opinion
can be shared. There’s nothing else like it.”
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— Heidi Lewis, Assistant Professor, Department of Feminist and Gender Studies

With an average class size of 16
students and a 10:1 studentfaculty ratio, courses delve
thoroughly into the depths of
their subject matter, and threehour lectures are exceptions in a
world ruled by critical discussion
and field research. Your
professors will not only know
your name, but they'll also
respect your ambition and your
capacity to learn.

“The Block Plan encourages intense
focus, teaching the precious value of
time like no other curricular structure
possibly could.”
— Dan Johnson, Associate Professor of Economics and Business
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The Block Plan
• Take one class at a time
• Most classes meet three hours a day,
five days a week
• Four classes a semester,
eight classes a year
• Same amount of course material
covered as semester system
• Winter, spring, and summer breaks
are the same as colleges on the
semester plan
• In between blocks, you get a
4.5-day “block break”
• Average class size is 16; classes
capped at 25 students for more
intimate learning
• No large lecture halls; all classes
taught by professors
• Complete immersion in one subject
• No predetermined length for
class discussions
• Flexibility in scheduling class times
and locations
• Extended field study and
on-site learning
• More hands-on, experiential learning
• Creative research and extended field
work opportunities
• No cramming for four or five midterms
or finals at once
• Classes are discussion-based, not
lecture-based
• Visiting professors and guest lecturers
are easier to schedule
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What’s a “Block Break?”

B

lock breaks are like a time out in a game or a power nap — just enough time to renew you
and your professors and keep everyone excited and ready for the next three-and-a-half week
adventure. The four-and-a-half day hiatus between classes, or “blocks” — a block break lasts long
enough to leave you refreshed and psyched for your next class, but ends before you have the
chance to get bored.
When you're on block break, the world is your playground. You have time to relax, or not. Colorado
Springs is the perfect jumping-off point for an adventure in the west. Raft down the Colorado
River. Bicycle through Arches National Park. Time to explore. Read for pleasure. Road trip to a
music festival. Volunteer to lead a service trip. Ski. Write a play. Explore Colorado Springs or
Denver. Work extra hours at an internship or work-study job. Backpack through Rocky Mountain
National Park. There is so much to do, and you have eight breaks in a single school year to take
advantage of these opportunities.

When you're on block break, the world is your playground
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ur 90-acre campus is located in a historic, residential neighborhood near downtown Colorado Springs. CC's
incomparable location in an urban center at the gateway to the Rocky Mountains and the American Southwest
makes adventure part of the everyday. Within walking distance of cafes, shops, and theaters, Colorado College is also
less than a three-hour drive from ten ski resorts and a day from seven national parks. So you can embark on a block
break excursion to the sand dunes, forests, mountains, and canyonlands of the Southwest. Climb Pikes Peak (visible
from campus) or one of Colorado's other 53 peaks over 14,000 feet.

O

Colorado Springs
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ranked #1 “Best Place to Live” in 2009 by Outside
Ranked #2 “Fittest City in America” in 2009 by Men’s Fitness
Altitude: 6,035 feet above sea level Population, metro area: 626,227
Average annual days of sunshine: More than 300
Acres of parks and open space: 13,000
Miles of biking and hiking trails: 444
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While our campus is in Colorado
Springs, CC has two additional
properties where many classes go to
dig even deeper into their studies.
Thirty miles west, you’ll find the CC
cabin, and 160 miles west in the San
Luis Valley is our Baca campus. Both
are homes away from home that offer
secluded spaces for reflection,
contemplation, and discussion.
Professors can bring their classes to
both locations for a whole week or a
night, and student groups can retreat
to the Baca or cabin for get-togethers.
At Baca, you may have class on the
roof of the lodges at night. At the
cabin, professors may cook you dinner
or the Honor Council may retreat there
for a weekend.
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“The Block Plan requires efficiency,
constant hard work, and focus. After
four years of its quick pace, I find
myself finishing projects in my current
job at a rapid speed.”
— Jamie Haran ’12, Post-baccalaureate Intramural Research Training Award
at The National Institutes on Aging (NIA)

1 percent of graduates complete or
are enrolled in graduate or
professional school within five years
of graduation.
The most common occupational fields for
the grads from the Class of 2007 are:
• Health/medicine: 17 percent
• Education: 15 percent
• Business: 13 percent
• Science: 9 percent
• Nonprofit: 9 percent
• Law: 7.5 percent

Class of 2017 Profile
as of July 1, 2013
Admission Statistics
• 5,780 Applications
• 1,291 Admitted
• 532 Enrolled
Admission Rates
• Early Decision: 36%
• Early Action: 29%
• Regular Action: 12%
• Overall: 22%
Geographic Profile
• Northeast: 26%
• West: 20%
• Colorado: 17%
• Midwest: 14%
• South: 14%
• International: 9%
SAT Medians
• Critical Reading:
700
• Math: 700
• Writing: 690
ACT Medians
• English: 33
• Math: 30
• Composite: 32

Financial Aid
Colorado College awards
more than $27.5 million in
financial aid to approximately
50 percent of our students
each year.

Students at
Colorado College
• 2,043 students
from 48 states and
50 countries
• 28 percent American
Ethnic minorities
• 54 percent women
• 46 percent men
• 74 percent live on
campus
• 80 percent are
active in community
service
• 75 percent play
intramural sports
• 15 percent play
varsity sports

“As I applied to master’s
programs in arts conservation
that require coursework in
language, cultural anthropology,
art history, art studio, and
chemistry, I was thrilled to have
had the CC education I did.
Because I was able to do exactly
what I wanted block by block,
I had the majority of these
requirements done already.”
— Catherine Belton ’11, Art Conservationist
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The Block Plan: A Better Way To Learn

Zero In On Your Passions

Building Connections

Small Classes

The Best of Both Worlds

Outcomes: The Value of a CC Education

C OLORADO C OLLEGE
14 East Cache La Poudre Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3294
Contact Us
Admission Office: 1-800-542-7214 • admission@coloradocollege.edu
Financial Aid Office: 1-800-260-6458 • financialaid@coloradocollege.edu
coloradocollege.edu/admission
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