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Dialogue, debate,
destruction: Colorado
College and intentional
controversy
Madalyn Rilling
Guest Writer

L

ast week, conservative political figure Bay
Buchanan presented her talk entitled “The
Failures of Feminism” to Colorado College
students. Buchanan was brought to campus
through funding and efforts by The Colorado
College Young Republicans, Young America’s
Foundation, The Political Science Department
of Colorado College, and Campus Activities
of Colorado College: quite an effort from the
College. The mission of bringing Buchanan to
speak was as “an effort to encourage debate
on CC’s campus,” as stated on the Facebook
page for the event. Her talk was fiery, and at
times rage-inducing, as the crowd pushed back
vehemently at her views during the Q&A. No
doubt, “debate” was had.
Two articles were published in The Catalyst
about this talk last week. Rosie Curts wrote
that “the event was highly anticipated as
something that would spark a lot of debate
and anger.” Brett Bustos took issue with the
behavior of infuriated CC students, stating
that “Despite all the unrest, anger, disbelief,
and even tears that Buchanan’s speech created,
she is one of the best speakers to have visited
our campus. Why? Because she broke the cycle
of groupthink that is rampant at our school.”
Why do we assume that it takes something
bombastic or dramatic to break the “groupthink” of Colorado College students? Our
campus culture is strong, but it does not speak
to the true intellectual abilities of CC students
to assume that we cannot understand subtleties
in arguments, but need to be forcibly jolted
out of our ideological leanings. Colorado
College needs to distinguish between productive debate and the intentional creation of
continued on page 10
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n Jan. 27, the Colorado Springs Police
Department (CSPD) Vice/Narcotics Intelligence unit, headed by Sergeant Brett Poole,
executed a search warrant on a residence at 829
Wahsatch Avenue at the intersection of Cache La
Poudre two blocks from Colorado College, according to the CSPD.
The search began at 3:17 p.m. and lasted until
6:22 p.m. when the police cleared the home.
According to Jason Newton, CSPD Campus Resource Officer to CC, both unspecified narcotics
and an unknown sum of money were seized in
accordance with the warrant.
The CSPD call screen from the raid did not
indicate whether or not force was used in entering the house. However, inspection of the front
door reveals damage to the area surrounding
the lock and knob, suggesting force was used to
enter the residence.
The warrant that was issued on the house
could not be obtained by The Catalyst due to
ongoing police operations. Despite the fact that
search warrants are public record, the CSPD
and El Paso County Court could not release the
document because it was currently in use in the
investigation.
Sergeant Poole, who oversees Colorado
Springs police detectives regulating the medical
marijuana industry and is part of an undercover
unit of the Vice/Narcotic Intelligence sector,
said, “[It’s] a sealed warrant and I cannot [release] it because it’s an ongoing investigation.”
When questioned further if he could release
any further information on the case, Poole
responded, “Absolutely not.”
According to both a campus marijuana dealer
and a former resident of 829 Wahsatch, both of
whom wished to remain anonymous, marijuana
was one of the drugs that was often within the
house.
The resident of the house also reported that
nobody was arrested in conjunction with the
search and seizure.
In order to obtain a warrant in the state of
Colorado, the law states that the warrant must
be issued by a judge on specific grounds.
“A search warrant is relatively easy to get,” said
Campus Resource Officer Newton. “It depends
on the situation. If I could smell marijuana coming from a house I could get a warrant for that
house. If an informant tells me a house is deal-

From left: The house involved in the raid sits at the corner of Wahsatch and Cache. Damage suggests force was used to enter the home. Photos by Sam Landsman and Jesse Paul.
ing, you can get a warrant. Its all about probable
cause, really.”
According to Colorado Revised Statutes
section 16-3-304, search warrants must state
the identity or description of any premises to
be searched, the names or descriptions of any
persons to be searched and the descriptions of
items and evidence that is sought.
The home, which is located at the intersection of Cache and Wahsatch, is listed by El
Paso County public records as a single-family
residence containing two bedrooms and one
bathroom. The one-story structure, which was
built in 1905, also has a detached two-car garage
on the property, similar to other houses in the
area.
A CC alum and former resident of 829 Wahsatch last semester informed The Catalyst that
the house has been recently vacated. Currently
all of the windows on the house are covered
by blinds and tapestries. Other than a sole
bike locked to a chain link fence and countless
cigarette butts, both the front and backyards are
completely empty.
The Catalyst tried to contact the residents of
the home; however, nobody came to answer the
door. Neighbors have also claimed they have not
seen anyone go in or out lately.
The property is currently owned by an independent landlord and was rented out to a group
of people. At least one of the residents living in
the home last semester was a CC alum from the
class of 2011.
Many of the surrounding houses in the area
are rented by current CC students, including
both houses adjacent to the home that was
searched, and at various locations along Cache
La Poudre. The home is also located just two
blocks from Slocum Hall.
In an e-mail to The Catalyst from Mike Edmonds, Dean of Students, Edmonds said that

Colorado College had “not heard of [the search
warrant].” Meanwhile, Newton similarly stated
that “the first I heard of [this warrant] was
when [The Catalyst] contacted me.”
Despite talk among the CC community that
the administration has been trying to stop the
flow of marijuana on campus, other than the
usual procedures and rules in effect, Newton
said he was unaware of any such project.
“I have never been approached by the
administration regarding an initiative [to stop
marijuana on campus],” said Newton.
According to Newton, he was not informed
by Sergeant Poole of the search warrant execution made at 829 Wahsatch until Catalyst inquiries were made. It was then that officer Newton
called CSPD headquarters to learn more.
Despite the decriminalization of marijuana in
the state of Colorado, possession of more than
eight ounces and any sale or cultivation with
payment is a felony offense yielding both jail
time and extensive fines. In fact, sale or cultivation of marijuana with payment of any amount
can result in 2-6 years in prison and a $2,000 to
$500,000 fine.
Felony offenses committed in Colorado also
results in a one-year suspension of a driver’s
license.
The CSPD has yet to make any kind of press
release on the execution of the warrant because
it is still an active investigation. Nevertheless,
Newton claimed that he was told by Sergeant
Poole that “there should be a press release
made in the next one to two weeks once the
investigation has been finished.”
That press release is expected to state the
finding of the search and seizure, including the
possible charges that residents of 829 Wahsatch
could face.
Alex Kronman contributed to the reporting of this article.
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President Tiefenthaler visits the Town Hall meeting
Meeting hosted by CCSGA’s Student Concern’s Committee and Campus Activities

Erica Plumlee
News Editor

This past Monday, CCSGA’s Student Concerns Committee, in conjunction with Campus
Activities, hosted a town hall discussion with
President Jill Tiefenthaler and Associate Dean
of Students Rochelle Mason to address campus
programming, substance use and abuse, and the
CC student body’s image.
“One of my committee’s primary jobs is gathering concerns, processing them, and then addressing the issues with creative initiatives and
collaborative projects. The town hall will be a
way of involving the student body in that process,” said Student Concerns Committee member, Ryan Haas. “One general concern we’ve
been focusing on this year is that CC’s campus
activities are not inclusive or enjoyable for students who abstain from drinking. There seems
to be a challenge in participating in social programming sober, and that’s something we want
to change.”
The panel’s main agenda consisted of introducing the idea of substance neutrality, which
would be a “middle ground between going to a
house party and just staying in all night.”
CC’s social scene is typically perceived as
primarily focused on drinking, and it is this “I
have to be drunk to have fun tonight” mentality
that the CCSGA and Campus Activities hope to
change, by catering to both substance-using and
substance-free students. The discussion began
with a Q&A session with President Teifenthaler who addressed such issues as CC’s “Reefer
Madness” reputation and lack of diversity.
“After the Princeton Review came out, there
were quite a few students, parents, and alums
who were angry about it,” said President Tiefenthaler. “I did call the Princeton Review people
and found out they hadn’t surveyed us in over
three years. I was surprised by how CC had
managed to move up to number one…but this
year we should be surveyed.”
One student voiced concern about how the
College’s ranking is affecting graduates and their
relationships with potential employers. President Tiefenthaler commented that the student
body image is in the hands of the students, and
that, “we hit a record number of applicants this
year, so it hasn’t affected us too greatly.”
Students also asked about CC’s diversity, or
lack thereof, and what the college is doing to
actively increase diversity among its student,
faculty, and staff members.
“I think we undersell ourselves—its one of
the most inclusive college campuses I’ve been
on,” said President Tiefenthaler. “We’ve done a
lot more outreach this year, and now we have
to work on yielding that focus. It’s not going to
happen overnight. But we want to celebrate our
successes. As long as we keep moaning about it,
it’s not going to get better.”
President Tiefenthaler also talked about income diversity, which the college is working to
expand. However, it will be years before the college raises enough money to become need-blind.
The conversation then turned to substance
use, as one student asked if the administration
was working towards eliminating substance
misuse and the collective peer pressure that surrounds it. Again, President Tiefenthaler put the
power in the hands of the students.
“I’ve been around colleges a long time, and I
can’t tell you what to do with your social lives.
The leadership you’re asking for has to come
from the students. I’m thrilled to hear what
those ideas might be,” said President Tiefenthaler.
Student-initiated
alternatives
include

President Tiefenthaler attends the Town Hall meeting in Worner Campus Center on Monday February 6. While present, Tiefenthaler
discussed the student body‘s image as well as campus diversity. Students listened as the Campus Activies interns and the CCSGA’s
Student Concerns Committee talked with the college President. Photo by Carrie White.
“Worner Weekends,” where there would be an
event each Friday and Saturday night in Worner,
open to both sober and inebriated people. An
example is CC Idol, a recurring American Idollike competition that would happen Friday nights
around the time people normally pregame.
Finally, President Tiefenthaler addressed what
one student called CC’s “historically antagonistic
relationship” with Colorado Springs.
“I’m trying to work a lot more with the downtown. Merchants are thrilled with the shuttle, and
with student use of coffee shops and restaurants,”
said President Tiefenthaler. ‘The mayor has asked
me to be on a solutions committee. And we’re

figuring out how to make our campus more accessible to the community.”
Ben Quam, President of the CCSGA, pointed to the new student ambassador on Colorado
Springs City Council as a positive step in the
right direction, and President Tiefenthaler said
that, despite our occasional neighborhood issues, “overall CC has a very positive image in
the community.”
Mason led the next phase of the discussion,
and began by confirming that Drag Ball has
been permanently discontinued.
“First of all, [the cancelation of Drag Ball] has
been student initiated. There have been issues

raised, specifically by the queer community,” said
Mason. “What other ways are there to represent
our community?”
Mason added that there will be alternatives
offered in place of Drag Ball, including a panel
discussion.
The discussion then returned to the idea of
substance-neutral. Students debated the terminology, asking whether it was better to advertise substance-neutral events or substance-free events, as
well as what the standard will be for a substanceneutral party. CCSGA and Campus Activities will
continue to ask these questions and provide alternative weekend activities for all CC students.

February 10, 2012 														
News

3

Four houses are slated to become campus housing beginning next year. The houses, previously managed by Sunflower Management, will be available to senior students who wish
to live off campus. All houses are on the 900 block of Weber. The houses, once notorious for hosting parties, will be monitored by the college. Photo by Monica Mueller.

Popular party spots become campus housing
Ellie Cole
Staff Writer

If the kegs and dance floors of 922 and 928 N.
Weber are some of your favorite weekend party spots, soak up every last drop of PBR this
year. Starting this fall, these notorious houses
on Yampa will no longer take in the throngs of
giddy students on any given night; instead they
will become CC Cottages.
These cottages will add 16 to 19 additional
bed spaces in the properties of 918, 922, 928,
and 930 N. Weber. They will serve as apartments and living spaces for seniors.
“It’s just a shame to see my two favorite houses taken off the map for no good reason,” said
junior Stephen Rijo, who was on the list to live
in 928 Weber next year.
The college, though, seems to have some
reasons for this housing change.
Justin Weis, associate director for Residential
Life and Housing, said that in 2004, CC developed the Long Range Development Plan with
input from the college community. The plan
identifies all the sections of campus and their

potential uses.
“During this process, the east campus was
identified as a residential area and a place where
housing options for upper-class students, including seniors, could be developed,” Weis said.
“Additionally, the college has recently been assessing the way it manages college-owned housing facilities on east campus. Currently, many of
these houses on Uintah and Weber are managed
by a third-party property manager. It was determined that some of these properties, due to
location and type, would be excellent for Residential Life and Housing to manage.”
According to Weis, the decision was a joint
effort between Robert Moore, Vice President
of Finance and Administration, and Mike Edmonds, Vice President of Student Life and
Dean of Students, with the support of President Tiefenthaler. Additional suggestions from
John Lauer, Senior Associate Dean of Students
and Director of Residential Life and Chris
Coulter, Director of Facilities Services were
taken during meetings with the vice presidents.
There was more information collected from student groups as well.
“The four properties were chosen based on
proximity to other Residential Life and Hous-

ing facilities and Autry Field on east campus,”
Weis said. “Since Residential Life and Housing
already manages many facilities adjacent to the
field, including Synergy and Kappa Sigma, adding 918, 922, 928, and 930 keeps the Residential
Life and Housing facilities in close proximity.”
Weis denied that parties were the reason for
changing these homes, but Mike Allred, owner
of Sunflower, who was not directly involved in
the decision, seemed to think otherwise.
“I don’t know the exact reason, but after discussions with the administration, they indicated
that we’ve always had tough tenants to deal with
in those properties,” Allred said. “Not all of
them but some of them.”
According to Allred, each summer, it costs
$7,000 to $10,000 to fix these homes. The college is the actual landlord of the locations, and
Sunflower Management serves as the agent for
the landlord.
Rather than evict current residents, when the
leases end on the houses this year, Sunflower
Management will not renew them.
“What a frustrating ordeal,” Rijo said. “I guess
the worst part was how my group had planned
ahead and put our name on the list as wanting 928 very early in the process to ensure we

had housing, but when that e-mail was sent everything was pulled out from under us which
started a mad scramble to find a house and a
fifth roommate. Had this been announced at the
beginning of the year, I would have been disappointed but gotten over it quickly. Instead, this
has added a lot of unnecessary stress to my life
and my friends’ lives.” Weis, however, said that
he has gotten an overall positive response.
“Thirty-five students attended the information session on Feb. 6 and a group of students
even camped out overnight to be first in line
with their applications,” said Weis. “We will be
working to give priority assignments based on a
first-come, first-served basis whenever possible
and hope to assign students to these properties
by the end of this week.”
Overall, students consider porches, studio
apartments, and kitchens the most when househunting, and Res Life believes that these locations will be popular. The renovations will begin
this summer, with a focus on safety and security.
“Residential Life and Housing is excited about
these properties,” concluded Weis, “and will expect the new residents of the houses to treat the
houses with a high level of respect and not promote activities that damage the facilities.”

Service trip works to bring education to India
Rosie Curts
Staff Writer

“Winter break is a long time, so you might as well
do something purposeful in that time,” said CC
sophomore Jacquelyn Weddell of her adventure
before fifth block. Weddell was part of a team
of six students and two staff members who
spent 25 days in India on a service trip during
this past winter break.
“We were teaching 43 kids,” explained Claire
McNellan, another sophomore on the trip.
“They ranged from 6 to 12 years old. We taught
them science, math, and crafts.”
The trip was organized for the most part
by Tonita Lopez, the Assistant Director for
the Center of Service and Learning. The participants worked with a non-governmental organization (NGO) called Maitri that has had a
years-long partnership with CC and operates
solely through volunteers. At a presentation
about their trip on Feb. 6, the participants explained that Maitri had worked with them extensively prior to the trip and that everything was
planned out long before they got there.
The six participants worked at Maitri’s 100day residential school. The presentation on
Monday stated that the goals of the project
were to “demonstrate that a successful school is
possible with an already established model,” to
“make people aware of their educational rights”
and to “foster a love of learning and instill confidence within the children.”
In addition to their regular school lessons, the
students of the school in India were taught basic hygiene and health, in hopes that at the end

Stephanie Beltran with students in Chilati, India. Photo courtesy of Stephanie Beltran.
of the 100 days they would go back and teach
their families as well. Over the course of 10
days, the students were taught the daily routine
of brushing their teeth and showering with soap.
Although there was a language barrier, a translator assisted in every lesson. “[The children]
have their own language, Korku, and they’re
learning Marathi and Hindi, so we brought a
translator with us who was set up by the NGO,”
explained McNellan. Both McNellan and Weddell said that the children were already nearly
fluent in Marathi, which is what the translator
spoke, and it made everything much easier.

“I think we were all intrigued by the idea of
going to India; none of us had been,” said McNellan. “But when we found out we’d be working with kids, we were thrilled. There’s a universal happiness associated with kids that was
going to make our language barrier a lot easier.”
The participants spent 10 days of their 25
days in India working at the school, and the
rest of the trip included lots of travel time. The
students were in the tiny rural village of Chilati,
located in the state of Maharashtra. Because the
village is in central India, the group had to travel
by many different methods of transport over

land, including train and Jeep rides.
The quoted cost of the trip was originally
$2,800 per person. However, because the selection process for participants was done so far in
advance (April 2011), there was plenty of time
for fundraising. Weddell and McNellan listed
off a number of things they and other students
had done over the seven months preceding the
trip, including leaf raking, letter campaigns, and
selling crafts for Denver’s Women’s Bean Project for a percentage of the profits. After the fundraising, the cost per student was around $2,000,
with additional individual scholarships available.
The participants all agreed that anyone
shouldbe able to go on the trip; if you were selected for it, it would be made possible. Overall,
the students paid varying amounts, based on
how much they were able to pay. “On weekend
and weekdays, we’d go out to the community
and rake leaves, so a lot just depended on the effort we were willing to put into it,” Weddell said.
The application process was fairly selective, although it drew in fewer applicants than
expected. “We had to do essays about why we
wanted to go, what service meant to us,” McNellan said. “And if you got through that part,
there was an interview.”
Another program is tentatively in the planning stages for a trip to Guatemala during spring
break of the 2012-2013 school year. However,
it’s on hold right now, as there is a possibility
of faculty and funding cuts. The presentations
last week were in part an effort to raise interest
and awareness of the opportunities provided by
the service trips. Any student who wants more
information or wants to express interest can
contact Tonita Lopez at Tonita.Lopez@coloradocollege.edu.
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Professors host a lecture on the ethics of sex in the WES Room of downstairs Worner.
Also present was Heather Horton, the sexual assualt coordinator. The panel discussed
various elements of sex such as religion, consent, and dishonesty. Photos by Carrie
White.

Professors host in-depth discussion of sex
Rosie Curts
Staff Writer

Colorado College’s “Good Sex Series,” Sexual
Assault Response Coordinator Heather Horton
explained, is focused around the idea that “if
you choose to have sexual interactions during
your time here at CC, we want your sexual interactions to be good ones!”
As a part of this series, CC hosted a faculty
and staff panel on “The Ethics of Sex” on Feb.
8. The panel included Feminist and Gender
Studies department co-chair and Psychology
professor Tomi-Ann Roberts, Religion professor and CC chaplain Bruce Coriel, Feminist and
Gender Studies professor and Race and Ethnic
Studies professor Heidi Lewis, and Feminist and
Gender Studies department co-chair and Classics professor Sanjay Thakur.
The panelists had a variety of reasons for
deciding to accept the invitation to be on the
panel. Roberts asked, “Why have disgust, anger,
and contempt made their way into our sexuality?” Roberts’ interest in “disgust” was a main
topic for the evening, returning in the form of
questions about gender inequality and sexual attractiveness.
Coriel provided a more religious view on the
topic, saying, “I want to talk about some of the
interactions between spirituality and sexuality.”
Later in the evening, he further explained that
“sexuality and spirituality both touch us at our
core and they have a way of intertwining.”
Lewis expressed that “it would be useful to
have a conversation with you all about how race
complicated sexuality.” She later discussed how
women of color are often more exoticized as
animals by the media and society.
Thakur said that his interest was piqued when
he talked to students about it and learned that
the event generally has a good turnout. “I can
provide a historical perspective…” he said. “I
think we always think we’re at the cutting edge…
but that’s completely not true.”
In one of the first subjects of the night,
about integrity, desire, and connection, Coriel
said, “We’re looking for things in our sexual
lives that we should be looking for internally.”
Coriel talked about couples hoping to get
married who come to him in his position as
chaplain and say things like, “This person completes me.” The panel overall agreed that no one
should be looking for someone to “complete”
them. That should be something one can work

on independently.
Roberts added to the discussion of spirituality, and related it to society’s construction of
sexuality. She stated that “saying our sexuality
and spirituality is connected flies in the face” of
the societally constructed idea that “spirituality
is what we do to avoid sexuality.” Roberts explained that sex isn’t “clean.” It involves fluid,
sweat, and more, while people connect spirituality and religion with cleanliness or purity.
Roberts also touched on the irony of sex involving one’s body and physical touch so much,
and yet, “We’ve been convinced today that sex is
about getting as unembodied as possible.” Her
interest in disgust was also raised again with a
question about how women’s sexuality is viewed.
Roberts explained that advertisers say that
“if you’re going to be sexual, what’s really, really,
important is to be sexy.” Marketing tells women
that they need products for hair removal, deodorant, and more, to remove the “animal” part
of them, despite that fact that sex is an animal
instinct.
This particularly focuses on women in part,
said Roberts, “because they bleed, they do more
gross stuff, more stuff comes out of women.”
She also added, “You can’t buy a nursing bra
at Victoria’s Secret…they’re there to make your
breasts not mammaries, oh no, but pillows of
male desire.”
On gender stereotypes and sexuality, Thakur
added, “These conceptions have been going on
for millennia. Just the perceptions ingrained in
Judeo-Christian text are present today.” On the
topic of shame and disgust, Thakur also added,
“You should never have a ‘walk of shame;’ it
should be a walk of pride.”
Different sexual positions and kinks, and the
shame surrounding them, were also brought up.
“The reason anxiety is aroused in the specter of
shame when you ask for different positions is
because of these notions of purity,” Roberts asserted. We seem to dislike acts that remind us
of animals.
“’That’s right! Animals do that and I am one!’”
Roberts announced as something people should
realize. “Why do we cling so viciously to this
idea that we aren’t animals?”
Lewis added to the perspective of being
a woman of color in today’s views of sexuality, saying, “Black women have been animals in
sex.…We’ve been cattle…we’ve been exoticized
in an animalistic way.”
When one student asked the panel what
their ideas were on “unethical sex,” the general

judging your preferences against what society
tells you to prefer.”
“I don’t think there’s anything wrong with
thinking about what you like and why, and then
choosing to do it or not,” said Lewis. Coriel added that no one should ever put themselves in a
box. Selling one’s own body was also brought up,
and there was a general opinion that it would be
a lot better, and is a lot better in different societies, for those selling sex, for the trade to be legal
and include unions.
“At some point, you have to acknowledge that
adults can make decisions about what they’re
going to do with their own lives,” said Roberts.
-

consensus was that the biggest issue is consent.
Clearly, rape would be wrong, as well as sexual
relationships with a dramatic power imbalance
or sex with someone below the age of consent.
Lewis also added that “if you have a partner
who is as invested in your experience as you are
in your own and in theirs, I think it’s unethical to
be dishonest with them.”
The panel also touched upon dishonesty in
sex, with panelists discussing the problems of
a girl who fakes an orgasm and considering the
reasons behind one’s preferences. “I think we all
experience our preference as natural,” said Roberts. Thakur added, “But I think you’re always
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Decisions, decisions: Skiing over 5th block break
Jesse Paul
Staff Writer

We find ourselves creeping up on the most
ski-friendly block break of the year, and if you
haven’t made plans to head to the mountains,
it isn’t too late – but time is running out.
For those with season passes to resorts
in Colorado, the choice might seem clear in
terms of where to go. Unfortunately, block
break also falls during President’s Day weekend, meaning crowds. We’re not talking your
normal Breckenridge Saturday morning lift
lines here—more like airport security around
Thanksgiving.
However, the Epic Local Pass will not work
at Vail or Beaver Creek on Feb.18 and 19,
which are some of the few dreaded blackout
dates that Vail Resorts imposes on the pass
holders. For those of you with the Summit
Value Pass, Breckenridge is blacked out on
these dates for you as well.
Nevertheless, with all of the vacation
crowds that will be in Summit County for the
break, Breckenridge, Vail, and Beaver Creek
are among the ski areas you might want to

more crowded than usual, but still nothing like
Breck, Vail, or Beaver Creek.
If you were planning on heading to Copper
Mountain, you also might want to think about
going to these smaller alternative ski areas that,
in my opinion, are just as good, if not better,
than their crowded alternatives.
If you are one of those lucky enough to
have extra money lying around to throw to
the ski industry, Aspen, Steamboat, Winter
Park, Crested Butte, Durango, and Loveland
are great places to go to over break. The main
issue with these resorts (with the exception of
Loveland and Winter Park) is that they are too
far away for a day trip. However, there are still
some ways to make your vacation cheap.
Most ski towns still have some hostels. If
you are brave enough to deal with a stinky
European bunkmate, you can find a place to
stay for the night that is inexpensive and near
the mountain.
For those of you without a car, you are going to have a much more difficult time finding
your way to the mountains. It is the hard truth,
but here are some tips in order to maneuver
your way to the hill.
First, there are a lot of kids that happen

Long lift lines can make anyone grumpy, as demonstrated by skiing enthusiast Eugene
Sigalov. Photos by Stanley Sigalov

Eugene Sigalov, Dan Eppstein, and Ben “Juice” Polach snooze on their way to the
mountain. While choosing slopes in different states (like Taos Ski Area and Santa Fe
Ski Basin) might lead to long, exhausting drives, the benefit of short lines and inexpensive places to stay makes these lengthy trips worthwhile. Photos by Stanley Sigalov
steer clear of (at all costs).
The best options for those looking to avoid
paying for tickets at other resorts are Arapahoe Basin and Keystone. A-Basin will not have
such huge crowds over break because it lacks
the Disneyland tourist atmosphere of other
resorts in the area. Keystone will probably be

to have condos/houses/garages at various
resorts and surrounding areas in Colorado. If
you know someone that has one of these, beg,
cry, offer money, love, first born, etc. to them
for a bed or floor space.
If that fails, your second choice is to find a
ride to the mountains on Wednesday and then

“figure it out from there.” Motels are a good
way to save money and party hardy over break
while enjoying the slopes. However, don’t be
one of those kids who missed the first day of
sixth block because they couldn’t find a ride
back to CC.
If you do have a car and plan on staying
on campus over break, there are some great
alternatives to Summit County that are close
by and offer cheap day passes.
Monarch Mountain, which is just a short
two-hour drive from CC, is a small resort that
has low prices and decent terrain. I will personally guarantee that there will not be crowds
at this resort over the break.
Two other good alternatives are Taos Ski

Area and Santa Fe Ski Basin in New Mexico.
Yes, these places will have you driving considerably further, but New Mexico and Southern
Colorado have been getting pounded by snowstorms, much to the dismay of our Summit
County friends. They will also offer cheaper
prices and plenty of places to stay.
Finally, if you are planning on going into
the backcountry over break (yes, Loveland
Pass is backcountry), make sure you know
what you are doing. This year’s wacky conditions have made avalanches more frequent.
Skiers have died in seemingly avalancheimpossible areas, both in bounds and just of
out of bounds areas. Without avy training, it is
best to avoid being an idiot and stay in-bounds.

The puck stops here

Interview with Tigers goalie Josh Thorimbert

Sophomore Josh Thorimbert gains fame
on ice. Photo courtesy of CC Athletics

Henry McKenna
Guest Writer

While everyone saw Josh Thorimbert and Joe
Howe keep Colorado College in the game
against Denver University this weekend, not

many CC students saw Thorimbert shut
out DU on their own ice by punishing their
offense with 29 saves. “You love to rub it
in their face: we are better than [Denver],”
Thorimbert said with a laugh.
Thorimbert started playing hockey somewhere between ages of six and eight. He
finally moved into the net at age 10; like his
favorite player, Domenik Hasek, he was a
natural. The Canadian grew up with a brother
rooting for the Ottawa Senators and a father
rooting for Montreal Canadiens, while he
rooted for the Buffalo Sabers. Despite their
minor rivalry as fans, Thorimbert still roots
for his 16-year old brother, who is now rising
in the ranks of AAA league hockey.
In his year playing with the Juniors team
Kindersly Saskatchewan, Thorimbert found
himself with the Johnny McEnroe of coaches.
Thorimbert said there were “no words to
describe him.” The man threw pennies on the
ice to trip up the referees, tried to attack a fan
with a hockey stick after the fan poured Coke
on a player, and even punched out another
coach. “It was a laugh,” said Thorimbert. “He
was great with X’s and O’s.”
After trying out for The Western Hockey

League, or “The Dub,” Thorimbert started
hearing from Jason Lammers, last year’s assistant coach for CC Hockey. Then Scott Owens
came out to scout the Canadian wonder and
asked Thorimbert to fly down.
He was excited to get a good education,
play with a group of guys that are “down to
earth,” and compete in a winning environment. He took the scholarship and made the
move to Colorado. In his first year at CC, he
made many adjustments. He said that he had
never left Canada before visiting CC.
His playing time began last year, and he
went 5-4-1 as a starter. He excelled with a 90.6
save percentage. This year, his favorite game
was during half-block against University of
Minnesota. Senior Tim Hall scored the winning goal with 15 seconds left; it was the kind
of goal that Thorimbert believes that players
like Hall, who “work so hard,” really deserve.
He compared the stadium’s attendance to an
NHL game and, to say the least, Thorimbert
excelled under the pressure—a sign that this
guy has a chance to compete at the next level.
However, he is so humble that he conveniently failed to mention that he has already been
drafted by the Dallas Stars.

When probed about his feelings about the
typical CC fan, in comparison to Minnesota
fans, Thorimbert was positive. He seemed
impressed that so many CC kids “fall in love
with the game,” whereas fans often go to Minnesota only to partake in the hockey culture.
He explained that the small school atmosphere allows for an equality that Minnesota
might not have, since Minnesota players think
“the team is on a higher standard.”
He went on to laugh about his captain Nick
Dineen, who he thinks is the funniest guy on
the team, along with Michael Morin. These
leaders help keep the team focused, while allowing them to have a good time. When asked
about his competition with Joe Howe, he was
nothing but professional, and responded that
they want to get to a “National Championship as a team. It doesn’t matter who is in
the net.” The sophomore hopes to play this
weekend, and will await the go-ahead from his
coach and trainer about his recent concussion,
which he defined as “mild.” As CC heads into
the end of their regular season, eyes will certainly be on him to continue to play lights out.

Active Lifestyle

6

                

        February 10, 2012

Super Bowl XLVI: Season’s biggest game
Commercial
Highlights

Super ballin’: Firsthand Super Bowl experience

Abdoulaye Dabo
Staff Writer

Two weeks or so before Super Bowl XLVI,
I made a rare promise to myself that I was
not going to watch the game. The reasoning
behind it? I am a San Francisco 49ers fan and
we lost to the current World Champions, the
New York Giants. Also, I am not a Boston
fan; I started hating them even before I came
to America. However, if there was something
about the Super Bowl I did not want to miss, it
was most definitely the commercials. I spend a
decent amount of my time watching commercials—not out of boredom, but because I
have been this way ever since I took Consumer
Marketing. But due to my decision to boycott
the Super Bowl, I only got to watch the commercials late at night.
As I YouTubed “best commercials of Super
Bowl XLVI,” I came across “Man’s Best
Friend,” and it soon became one of my favorites. A cat-killing dog bribes his owner to look
the other way on his “felinicide” with a bag
of Doritos. This commercial has been at the
center of a lot of criticism from animal rights
groups who claimed that it may be incentivizing people to engage in animal cruelty. I found
these claims unfounded. I love animals and I
did not find this commercial a tiny bit provocative; it was actually very funny. Besides, cats and
dogs do not really like each other.
You would think that the utilization of pets
would eventually be overplayed; yet, there is
Sarah’s friend and fellow Super Bowl-attendee, Jessica Niles, had the foresight to bring her camera to the legendary event, allowing
something about the emotional connection
her to capture this epic moment at half-time.
that so many of us have with our animals that
Jerod Mayo, a Patriots linebacker, comPerhaps because of the plethora of celebrihelps advertisers tug at both our funny bones
Sarah Hutcherson
mented on the loss to the Giants in a Jan. 31st
ties that flocked to the Super Bowl or the fact
and hearts every year. “The Dog Strikes Back”
Features Editor
press conference, “It was a good game, but
that it is America’s most ostentatious sporting
portrays an overweight dog who whips himself
unfortunately
we were on the wrong side of
event,
the
happenings,
the
anticipation,
and
the
into shape so that he can catch a car. The end
I danced, laughed, gallivanted, and cheered
that
ending.”
activities
seemed
just
a
bit
bigger
than
other
of this commercial shows the “Star Wars”
excessively. It was a 48-hour party involving
And this game’s outcome was no different.
athletic events. There were endless parties
Cantina, where aliens debate whether the dog
family, friends, football, and festivities; nothing
The Giants controlled the first quarter. The
hosted by huge corporations like ESPN and
commercial was funnier than last year’s Darth
could have been better.
defense
started strong when they forced Brady
Maxim
vying
to
earn
the
title
for
the
hottest
Vader Kid. The Star Wars segment at the end
Indianapolis became a playground where
to
intentionally
ground his pass while in the
party.
Masses
of
the
non-famous
folk
flocked
didn’t fit right; and, in my opinion, there was
we could dance in the streets and zip around
end zone, resulting in a safety. Minutes later,
no way that they were going to top the Vader
celebrating America’s favorite pastime: football. outside of hotels in hopes to catch a glimpse
Victor Cruz had a 2-yard touchdown reception
of their idols. There were news reporters,
Kid ad from last year.
Many of the streets were closed and 32
by Manning, which gave the Giants an early
television
trucks,
and
cameramen
swarming
After watching “Dog Strikes Back,” I
streets were renamed after every NFL team.
lead
of 9-0.
the
streets
in
search
of
the
idyllic
moment
watched “A Dream Car. For Real Life.” This
Underneath the usual street signs hung small
Yet, the Giants defense and offense seemed
that would represent Super Bowl XLVI. Fans
was a great commercial. Kia went bold to derectangular additions that read Cowboys Avto disappear during the second and third quarstrutted around with stamps, VIP passes, and
liver a list of crazy images men daydream about, enue or Falcons Avenue. It was a reminder that
ters when the Patriots scored two touchdowns
wristbands
as
tokens
to
show
off
where
and
high-speed cars being one of them. I mean,
the city was no longer a working capitol but the
and one field goal. They finished the first half
with
whom
they
were
socializing.
who would not want to bull-ride a rhinoceros?
festive site for the Super Bowl.
with a 1-point lead, when Brady topped a 96There was a common bond between all fans,
The video showed the lighter side of life and
All restaurants stayed open until early in the
yard touchdown drive (longest-drive in Super
Patriots and Giants; even if their team lost
the American Dream and successfully captured
morning to feed hungry revelers. Law enforceBowl history) with a 4-yard pass to Patriots
they
were
still
taking
part
in
a
true
American
what commercials often fail to do: include
ment turned a blind eye to inebriated fans
running
back Danny Woodward, starting the
tradition.
sports (a NASCAR reference was pretty obvicarousing the streets looking for the best bar to
second half with 12-yard touchdown pass to
All the festivities set the perfect stage for a
ous from the beginning).
drink their celebratory shots.
tight-end Chad Ochocinco.
pretty decent football game.
The “It’s Halftime in America” ad that
The Roman numerals, XLVI, stoically stood
The game became interesting during the
The
Giants
definitely
had
a
home
field
starred Clint Eastwood was also one of my
at Monument Circle in the city center, acting as
fourth
quarter after Chase Blackburn, a Giants
advantage
at
the
Lucas
Oil
Stadium
because
favorites. Given that most Super Bowl coma jungle gym for fans to climb on and get the
linebacker, picked off Brady’s pass at the GiColt fans favored Eli Manning over Tom Brady
mercials have a humorous side, this one at“perfect Super Bowl photo.”
ant’s 8-yard line. After Eli Manning’s amazing
since he is their own Payton Manning’s little
tempted to break from the rest by using a voice
A zip line hovered above Capitol Street,
pass to sideline receiver Mario Manningham,
brother.
hard as granite chips. Eastwood walks down
where fans were strapped into harnesses to see
the
Giants moved down the field into Patriots’
Entering
the
stadium,
red
and
blue
could
be
a dark alley, talking about how it’s halftime in
the Super Bowl village and crowds from a bird
territory. Patriots coach Bill Belichick gutsily
seen everywhere. Every few minutes, a devoted
the game and halftime in America, too. People
eye’s view.
are worried and jobless, and they’re wondering
Beyond all the fun-filled activities, the streets’ fan would begin cheering, “Let’s Go Giants” or decided to allow Bradshaw to run into the end
zone unobstructed to ensure Tom Brady would
“Pa-tri-ots.” Friends and strangers alike highwhat they’re going to do to make a comeback,
excitements built as more and more celebrities
have
enough time to retaliate. Bradshaw tried
fived
each
other
on
their
way
to
their
seats;
the
because their lives aren’t a game. He goes on
arrived. You never knew when you would spot
to pull up, but his momentum carried him into
stadium was electric.
to say, “The people of Detroit know a little
your favorite celebrity. Eating dinner, we ran
the end zone with 56 seconds in the fourth
The Patriots were looking to avenge their
something about this. They almost lost everyinto Jerry Jones and Roger Goodel. Seats away
quarter.
loss
to
the
Giants
in
the
2008
Super
Bowl,
thing. But we all pulled together. Now Motor
from my family sat Adam Sandler and Vanilla
The whole stadium was buzzing after Bradwhere Manning led an 83-yard scoring drive
City is fighting again.” While some have been
Ice. Walking down the street, Chance Crawford
shaw’s easy touchdown but the noise reached
with 35 seconds to go to give the Giants the
obsessing over the fact that this commercial en- glanced in my direction and even smiled at me
another decibel when the Giants defense took
lead.
dorses President Obama (over the fact that the
(or maybe I imagined that).
the
field in the last 56 seconds to encourage the
bailout worked), I thought the main message
24th-ranked
defense to play beyond their skills.
it conveyed was hope and the perseverance of
Brady launched a Hail Mary pass with 9
the American people. If there’s something that
seconds to go but the Giants defense deflected
is characteristic of Americans, it is undeniably
the
ball away; the football gods did not answer
their work ethics and the ad did a great job of
Brady’s
prayers this Super Bowl.
reiterating that. The “Imported from Detroit”
Instead it was the Giants who were lucky.
line at the end added a whole new dimension
Once the Giants kissed the Lombardi trophy
to it.
and
poured the purple Gatorade on Tom
Finally, I watched “The Tease” – a Dannon
Coughlin,
we knew celebration was beginning.
Oikos Greek Yogurt commercial in which
Fans screamed, cheered and danced. Strangers
John Stamos gets head-butted. This was pretty
hugged each other. Policemen gave high-fives.
entertaining because of its fictional nature and
Boundaries
disappeared.
its slapstick humor.
We
spent
the rest of the night dancing off
Even though most of these commercials
our excess adrenaline and reliving moments
made us laugh, they were also packed with
throughout the game.
themes. Mainly they centered on our quests for
Not only were we at the Super Bowl, but our
the inner child, sex, relationships, dreams, and
team,
the Giants, won and, as Victor Cruz exalso our affection for animals. A great deal of
plained, the Super Bowl victory was “the best
the commercials were about cars and this is
Two CC students enjoy the Super Bowl commercials in the 4th floor Mathias lounge.
feeling of my life. I want[ed] to catch some
proof that the automotive industry is in full
This particular scene featuring a well-formed half-naked man advertised a Denver car
confetti. I want[ed] to bring it home.”
recovery after the economic downturn.
company. Photo by Teddy Link
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Men’s, women’s lacrosse teams greet new coaches
Margaret McKeon
Guest Writer

The men’s lacrosse team is undergoing a great
deal of change following a turnover of new
players and a new coach. Coach Sean Woods
was hired in August after receiving a phone call
from Athletic Director Ken Ralph, a long-time
acquaintance. Senior captain Ian Coughlin was
in contact with Ralph over the summer and
affirmed that Woods was on the top of their
list for recruiting a new coach this year. He
had been number two on the list for last year’s
selection. Woods said that he agreed to take the
job without much hesitation.
“There is great support for sports and this
school and alumni support, so the position
was very attractive. There is a pioneer spirit of
lacrosse out here,” said Woods.
Woods grew up in Rhode Island. Although
he says lacrosse was not a popular sport, he
began to play in the eighth grade.
“I fell in love,” he remembered. “I had a real
passion for it.”
Woods graduated from Hartwick College
in New York in 2001. He played throughout
college, winning the Coach’s Award senior year.
Despite his success, Woods claims that he is
definitely a better coach than player. This will
be Woods’ tenth season coaching; he has been
the head lacrosse coach at Mars Hill College, a
Division Two school in North Carolina, for the
past five years.
Woods’ inspiration for coaching comes from
the influence his own coaches had on him. According to him, he grew as a result of coaches
he looked to as role models. The positive influence they left are evident in the type of coach
he became. Woods said that he hopes to affect
younger players in the same way.
“They helped me narrow my focus with selfdiscipline,” said Woods of his coaches in high
school and college. “They gave me opportunities for community service and independence.”
Early in his coaching career, Woods was
exposed to other coaching styles that have
affected his own style. For example, the
business-style of coaching was presented at
Brown by head coach Scott Nelson. As the assistant coach at Brown, Woods saw the extreme
structure and organization of each practice. He
explained that while Nelson was an incredibly
talented coach concerning the plays and statistics, he never knew his players as people.
“You also learn things you do not want to
do,” explained Woods. “There needs to be trust
for them [the players] to play hard and trust
advice.”
Yet softness, said Woods, is a weakness.
Coughlin described how Woods demands ex-

their GPAs above a 3.0, aim to go undefeated,
win several conference titles, and beat their
in-state rivals such as CSU and CU-Boulder.
The team is also planning to participate in
community service projects.
“I really think we could win a national championship,” said Woods. “I would like to stay to
see that happen.”
Coughlin agrees with these goals. Pressure
especially lies on the May 5 game against Whittier College.
“We have a pyramid of goals posted in our
locker room,” Coughlin explained. “The first is
to win Colorado.”
According to Woods, the team’s greatest
challenge will be the fact that it is a young team.
He explains that this will be overcome through
the team’s cohesiveness. With 22 freshmen,
the team is younger than it has been in past
seasons. Coughlin describes the newcomers
as “serious impact players,” or players who are
certain to make a difference on the team.
“We have a lot of young players that we are
going to have to ask to step into some big
roles,” explained Woods. “The leadership and
talent on the team goes without questioning,
but we need to develop a sense of urgency and
step up.”
The girl’s lacrosse team has a new addition as
well. Gina Scioscia, the new assistant coach, is
taking on her first year of coaching. Although
she is filling the shoes of a defender as an
offensive player, Scioscia appears to have transitioned easily into the coaching position.
“You would never really guess that she has
never coached before,” said senior captain
Bailey Terhune. “Her rapport with the team
is great and she holds some amazing college
records, so it is easy to learn from her.”
Scioscia graduated in 2010 from University
of Notre Dame. This past year she has been
working in the television production industry. A couple of the shows she contributed
to include the Discovery Channel program
“Wrapped.” Yet the position in combination
with the East Coast and Manhattan environment were not clicking for her.
“I did a lot of dirty work, if you will,” explained Scioscia.
In college, Scioscia had an internship for a
sports management company in Denver. According to Scioscia, she fell in love with the
West and always knew she would return. When
she saw a job opening at Colorado College for
an assistant coach, she decided to pursue it.
Scioscia grew up in New Jersey where she
said the sport was a big deal. She started playing in the fourth grade as an attacker. At Notre
Dame, she played Division One for four years.
Scioscia was the captain during her senior year

Coach Sean Woods, hired last August, is enthusiastic about his new position with CC’s
men’s lacrosse team. Photo by Sam Landsman
cellence both on and off the field. He describes
Woods as caring and considerate, but always
finding ways to improve team plays and dynamics. Woods said that he will push a family-like
vibe, encouraging respect within the team.
“[Woods] definitely has his own style. He can be
hard on us, but it is always in the best interest
of the team,” said Coughlin. “He treats us like
part of the family and wants us to be scrappy—
wants us to get better.”
Woods said that a part of who he is as a
coach is trying to find a balance between organization and personal styles. By establishing
goals for the team, he strives to maintain this
balance. For Colorado College, this includes
winning the National Championship. Within
that, said Woods, team members must keep

and the only player in Notre Dame’s program to have over 100 goals and 100 assists
during her career. In her year off of lacrosse,
Scioscia had no intention of ever playing again.
Lacrosse had been a passion of hers for many
years, according Sciosia. After graduating, it
was time for a break.
Coaching is drastically different than playing,
said Scioscia. In her change from the field to
the sidelines, she said that it is challenging to
recognize what techniques and plays need to
be addressed and how to apply them to games.
On top of that, said Scioscia, each player has a
different personality and different needs.
As a defensive player, Terhune explained that
Scioscia has a knack for teaching offense to
make the defense better. She said that Scioscia

Former CC womens lacrosse player Sarah Phillips races toward the net. Photo courtesy of CC Athletic’s photographer Charlie Lengal
does a great job of giving individual advice and
being involved with all positions on the field.
Sciosia said that she brings the “philosophy” of
offense to the defense.
“I love assisted goals where everyone is
involved and multiple contributions are made,”
said Scioscia. “I am excited and confident
about what I can bring to the table.”
According to Terhune, Scioscia has pushed
discipline and concentration to detail during
training. She also gives great off-field advice,
especially concerning team morale, Terhune
explained. With so many successes at Notre
Dame, it would be easy for a new coach to
focus on her own team and experiences as a
player. This is not the case with Sciosia. According to Terhune, Scioscia coaches to the CC

train of thought and team goals.
“I think that coaching D3 is a really good first
step for the future,” said Scioscia. “I couldn’t
be happier.”
The team goal this year is to make it to
the NCAA Championships in May. Scioscia
explained that Colorado College does not have
an automatic bid to these championships. “I
would love to help the Tigers get there,”
said Scioscia. Terhune considers the SCAC
Championship another team goal. One of the
crucial games this year, according to Terhune,
is the Middlebury game at Colorado College in
March. Unofficial scrimmages will take place
this Saturday against Northern Colorado, Fort
Louis, and Mesa State.
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The 2012 Fashion Show featured lines with all elements of cloth, plastics, metals,
feathersm and body paint. Designers and models presented lines that flowed, floated, and literally glowed. Student attendance was huge and seat-jostling was rampant.

All photos depict the 2012 Colorado
College Fashion Show hosted in Shove
Chapel. The show included student
models as well as designers from numerous lines. Whimsical, casual, or
even crocheted, the lines were varied
to say the least.
Backstage,

models

prepped,

got

dressed, and tried to calm their nerves.
Models helped each other to apply their
makeup and fix their hair as designers
applied body paint and fixed clothes.
Walking the runway, the aisles of Shove
were filled with students who were
sometimes forced to stand in order to
glimpse the brightly lit runway. As the
models walked, student fans stood,
cheered, and whistled for their friends.
Two DJs monitored the music as a projecter broadcasted each designer and

The Fashion Show

his or her line.
At intermission, a modern dance was
performed on the catwalk including a
special performance by guest dance
teacher Billy Wang.

Photos by Stanley Sigalov
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Comment & Debate
Dialogue, debate, destruction:
Colorado College and intentional controversy
Continued from page 1
controversy. Yes, at times CC students are
guilty of groupthink. But at times we are also
guilty of describing opposing viewpoints as
having merit as “dialogue,” regardless of the
content of such viewpoints.
Here’s a thought experiment: if Bay Buchanan was standing near the crosswalk on
Cascade spouting anti-abortion and anti-gay
views when you were walking to Rastall lunch,
would you see her as “encouraging debate”?
Do we like all debate, or just the “debate” that
makes us feel good about ourselves for being
officially intellectual?
Bay Buchanan’s talk presented a viewpoint
that CC students could find for themselves
with a simple Google search, or by reading the
comments on a Youtube video, or by watching
the news. So, was bringing her to campus any
great service? The strengths of CC events lie in
creating panels, in obscure views being brought
to light, and in Q&A sessions. These are
experiences that we cannot create for ourselves
without college resources. It is problematic that
Buchanan was not treated politely during her
Q&A, but it also shows that CC students want
to discuss, not be provoked. Perhaps a wellformed panel on feminism would have been
more productive in creating debate, instead of
a lecture which only served, very knowingly, to
anger CC students.
In fact, attending the lecture myself and talking to other feminists, we found that we were
disappointed in the format and content because we did actually want to be challenged on
our views in a real sense, rather than watching a
woman walk the obvious conservative hardline.
The latter is provoking, but the former would
have been most useful in creating dialogue.

The Catalyst itself often seems to fall prey to
controversy-mongering. After all, like any other
newspaper, it exists in order to be read. Controversial articles no doubt assist in this endeavor.
However, it is usually a stretch to call the article
back-and-forth in the Comment & Debate section of the Catalyst “dialogue.” Sure, opposing
viewpoints are presented and defended, but this
does not mimic a conversation. Often, opposing articles seem to intentionally misunderstand
each other. Obviously, the written word is not
the most flexible means of communication, but
this is not all that is to blame. It is problematic
that our campus is having important discus-

sions most visibly in inflexible and stark terms,
rather than in participatory and nuanced ones.
It is very telling that much of the controversy and “dialogue” in The Catalyst and on
campus has centered on feminism. Couching
discussions of feminism in terms of “debate”
implies that both views, the feminist and the
less-feminist, are potentially valid. Of course
feminists are angered by this. To attempt to
diffuse their anger by citing “debate” as an
unequivocal good is also anti-feminist, so anger
is multiplied. Perhaps we need to admit that
this method is not the best or most appropriate
to CC students when trying to have our voices

All illustrations by Allison Strauss
heard.
It is difficult, if not impossible, to shy away
from controversy. (Probably this article will
be published in part because it is controversymongering itself, I admit.) But CC students
should hold themselves to a higher standard,
one where they don’t create debate for the sake
of debate, but for the sake of the issues at
stake. Opposing viewpoints do not necessarily
equate to dialogue. We, as Colorado College
students, are capable of true dialogue, beyond
the intentional creation of controversy.

Bay Buchanan: Not a good decision
Rosemary Curts
Guest Writer

Last week, I had to write a news article
for The Catalyst covering Bay Buchanan’s
lecture. It challenged me as an unbiased
reporter. I spent the evening reading and
rereading paragraphs I’d written, trying to
figure out if I was making this woman look
ridiculous or if she was accomplishing that
all on her own.
During the week or two leading up to
the Buchanan lecture, I talked with a lot of
different people. I went to the joint meeting
between FemCo and Mind, Body, Soul about
the lecture. I knew that I wasn’t going to
like anything Buchanan had to say. However,
many people I talked with conceded that
“she has the right to speak her opinion.” I
agreed with this whole-heartedly. I never
thought that she shouldn’t be allowed to
speak, only that I’d disagree with her.
But even disregarding my bias against Bay
Buchanan, I still can’t understand why on
earth the CC Young Republicans decided
to bring her here. I remember when it was
news that this club was created to give a
voice to the conservative minority on our
campus late last year. As far as I’ve heard,
this is the first major event that they have
sponsored.
So why would a group try to alienate
everyone with its first event? I’m not good
friends with any of the Young Republicans,
so I may be wrong, but I just have trouble
believing that they are trying to represent
themselves as radical ultraconservatives who
are anti-woman, anti-choice in any case, antiimmigration, anti-gay, and sex-negative.
It seems to me that the wisest move for
a Young Republicans Club that was trying
to gain members and positive notoriety on
campus would be to bring in a speaker who
might promote basic Republican values:
small government, supply-side economics,

and states ’ rights. Not blatant bigotry.
Now, people will associate the CC Young
Republicans with the chaotic event that occurred the night of Feb. 1. They will think of
Buchanan saying we should lock up doctors
who perform abortions and throw away the
keys. They will think of her defending her
promotion of rape culture. I’m not a Republican, but I can’t help thinking that if I was, I’d
be scared away from this group because of
the person they chose to represent them in
their debut to the CC student body.
There was muttering and an almost palpable tension present through Buchanan’s
entire speech, but during the Q&A session
afterwards, people really let loose. When one
woman accused Buchanan of promoting rape
culture, Buchanan continued insisting that
women need to protect themselves – this is
certainly true, but she was really missing the
point. Rape culture focuses on stopping rape
in terms of what WOMEN should do to
avoid being victims, instead of how RAPISTS
can change.
Buchanan was doing exactly this. She said,
“If there’s a rapist out there, you have to take
responsibility for yourself and do everything
you can to avoid that.” When she talked about
“avoiding bad neighborhoods” and someone
pointed out that 80 percent of rapes are committed by people the victims know, Buchanan
said, “Keep a close eye out on the people
you’re associating with.”
This kind of talk caused Sexual Assault Response Coordinator Heather Horton to stand
up and interrupt her, saying loudly, “Do you
realize that you have just told the one in four
girls in this room who will be rape victims
that it is their fault?!”
Because of Horton’s job title, I would’ve
frankly been disappointed in her if she hadn’t
stood up and said something at that point.
It should be part of her job to react when
she hears words regarding sexual assault that
could be so potentially dangerous and psycho-

logically damaging to students. Someone has
to let those girls know that no, it’s not actually
their fault.
Buchanan also noticeably offended men of
the audience with her stereotyping of males.
She essentially said that they were beyond
repair, that we can’t correct men when it
comes to rape, casual sex, taking responsibility for children, etc. because men and women
“are different.” One young man shouted out
during the Q&A, “Sorry, but not all men are
rapists!” after one of these comments.
Buchanan’s offenses seemed never-ending.
Her talk of how there are places to provide
alternatives to abortion for poor and/or
underprivileged pregnant women dripped of
white saviorism and prompted a yelling match

with an African-American student. Her talk
of women in the media who are found to
have “illegals” working for them dehumanized an entire important group of people in
America.
So again, what were the Young Republicans trying to achieve by bringing in a woman
who would offend everyone? I certainly hope
it wasn’t membership gain, because I just
don’t see that happening. If I was a Republican thinking of joining this group because I
support limited federal government interference, I wouldn’t think of this as the group for
me now. Not all Republicans are bigots, not
all Republicans are sex-negative, and not all
Republicans are evangelicals. But that’s surely
what the Young Republicans represented
themselves to be.
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Obama: a president of contrasting legacies
Sam Smith
Staff Writer

The following are five different and often
competing legacies of President Obama:
1. Wall Street’s President:
Very early on in his presidency, Barack
Obama made it very clear who it was he
would be fighting for while in the White
House. Despite promising to reign in Wall
Street and regulate the banks, Obama
appointed big-shot bankers, trickle-downendorsing CEOs, corrupt tax-cheats, and
recession-creating ultra-conservative billionaires to his economic advisory team. Instead
of fighting for the middle class, the President
passed up an opportunity to raise taxes on the
wealthy when he had a democratic majority
in congress. Rating agencies, lobbyists, and
executives all at least somewhat regulated in
Europe, continue to operate as they please
in the United States. The unemployment rate,
as well as the percentage of Americans who
have given up looking for work, remains far
higher now than when the president took
office over three years ago. With both parties
in bed with the super-wealthy, Obama has, for
political reasons desperately refused to accept
who he has become—a Wall Street president.
2. A leader in the economic turnaround:
Twenty-three consecutive months of
private sector job growth don’t lie. When
President Obama took office in early 2009,
the private sector was losing an unprecedented 900,000 jobs a month. Just four
months later, it was losing 350,000 a month.
Six months after that, we were back to gaining jobs. The president has made it clear that
he will not rest until all those who lost jobs
during the recession regain employment, but
his policies of stimulating private sector job
growth and rescuing major global industries
have saved the economy as we know it. He
passed the tightest regulations Wall Street has
ever seen and refuses to let America return to
the policies that created the recession in the
first place.
3. A man of compromise:
Clinton commanded the narrative of his
presidency. Obama has been weak, even

CC Land
Allison Strauss

pitiful, as a leader, choosing compromise
over principle. His largest legislative accomplishment remains an unpopular health care
reform bill designed to please the insurance
companies with an unconstitutional mandate.
Obama backed down on what most Americans wanted (a public option), compromising
with lobbyists and conservatives in Congress.
On immigration, Obama’s policies have
been far to the right of Bush’s, pandering to
Republicans with a strict quota of 400,000
deportations a year. On education, Obama
has abandoned teachers’ unions and instead
pushed for what many consider to be No
Child Left Behind on steroids. Incentivebased, test-based, and performance-based
education is priority, with funding cut for
suffering inner-city schools. Environmental
policy is perhaps the greatest example of the
Obama administration’s inability to stand up
for values long upheld by liberals. Pandering
to oil companies instead of his base, Obama
has flushed major environmental protections
down the toilet and committed that the U.S
will continue to rely on foreign oil, particularly
from Brazil. Time and time again, the president has turned his back on the American
people and sold out his base. Most recently,
he became the first president in American history to overturn a decision by the FDA. The
decision was to allow the all-too-commonlypregnant under-18 demographic of American
girls to have access to birth control. Again,
Obama pandered to a different demographic—this time to radical evangelicals and
Catholics—instead of his base. And arguably
most disturbingly, Obama signed into law the
National Defense Authorization Act on New
Year’s Day. As critics have charged, the bill
in-effect repeals the constitution; giving the
military the power to skip due process and
right-to-a-lawyer policies to detain any American citizen they deem a threat, for as long
as they want. If that’s not President Obama
shamelessly bowing to the ultra-conservative,
patriot-act loving, pro-authoritarianism Republicans, I don’t know what is.
4. A war president:
When President Obama was running for
president in 2008, he pledged to get the

United States military out of Afghanistan by
2011. Now military generals and the president
himself are claiming American troops may
be in Afghanistan as late as 2015 or 2016. As
president, Obama has deployed 30,000 troops
to Afghanistan and his military budget has
exceeded George Bush’s. Under Bush, 575
troops were killed in Afghanistan. As AntiWar.
com states “the death toll in less than three
years under President Obama more than
doubled the number of US soldiers slain during President Bush’s seven plus years in the
nation.” Under Obama, nearly 1,400 American troops have lost their lives in Afghanistan.
While no nation or empire has ever succeeded
in Afghanistan and the battle with the Taliban
shows no end in sight, the administration
continues to insist that the war is going well
and taxpayer dollars are being used wisely. Yet,
according to the congress-created Commission on Wartime Contracting, approximately
$60 billion of taxpayer dollars has been wasted on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, with
nearly half of the waste coming in the last 3
years. According to their findings, this waste
includes, but is not limited to “corruption”
and “lax oversight of contractors.” Moreover,
the majority of Americans oppose the war in
Afghanistan. Yet, we are still there, fighting a
war that continues to tarnish our image in the
world, kill innocent civilians, and rack up our
debt. President Obama defends our role of
killing off as many Taliban leaders as we can
while we let Al-Qaeda roam free in Pakistan,
where we killed Osama Bin Laden.
5. A corrupt man:
While the image of the Obama administration as one riddled with corrupt cronies is
largely an over-hyped and overly propagated
creation of right-wingers, there is no denying
that President Obama’s role in the Solyndra
scandal has left a large stain on his trustworthiness. President Obama’s authorization of a
$535 million loan guarantee to Solyndra Corporation in 2009 as part of a program to spur
alternative energy growth was designed to
boost his image as a pro-green-energy president. Instead, it backfired in every way imaginable. The company filed for bankruptcy and
shut down entirely, laying off thousands. And

as it turns out, the Obama administration
knew that’s where it was headed. Solyndra
was manufacturing solar panels, spending
about six dollars on every panel but selling
them for only three. Therefore, government staffers warned that the company was
headed for bankruptcy dozens of times, but
the money was given away anyway. Critics
have argued that because Solyndra was one
of the top donors to Obama’s campaign for
president, they were rewarded with the $535
million after he was elected. What is clear
is that Solyndra was upheld by Obama as
the centerpiece to his platform of creating
green jobs. He toured their facilities and
met with their CEO. He claimed it was the
perfect symbol of job creation during a
speech at Solyndra headquarters. Joe Biden
claimed that the jobs created as a result of
the loan would be “permanent jobs.” As
Jon Stewart put it after the scandal broke
out, “that custom-tailored Obama scandal
you ordered is finally here.” Of course,
Mitt Romney and the Republicans will use
the Solyndra scandal as much as they can
during the 2012 campaign. A company
gives money to the president’s campaign.
That company is given taxpayer money
in return and lays off all its employees
anyway. Republicans have tried milking
the Timothy Geithner tax scandal. They
have tried milking the Tony Rezko and
Steve Ayres scandals. They have even tried
to link the president to the Blagojevich
scandal. But they days of desperation are
over. There could be no better poster-child
for corruption in the Obama administration
than Solyndra. Say what you want about
what Barack Obama isn’t. He isn’t Muslim.
He isn’t someone born outside America.
He isn’t a socialist or communist. But you
really can’t say he isn’t corrupt. At least not
anymore.
The legacy of President Obama can only
be speculative, as I am in this article. If he
is a one-term president, however, I imagine
most of these legacies will carry. If he is a
two-term president, than I’ll be pleased to
provide commentary four years from now
on the legacies of his eight-year presidency.
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America, the land of the free (except if you are a foreigner)
Jorge Rivera
Comment and Debate Editor

The American dream is often portrayed as a
promise of freedom and prosperity. The United
States itself is built upon the idea of individual
freedoms. In principle, the U.S. does not have
a repressive government, nor does it claim to
monitor your activities and ban you from living
your everyday life as you most see fit. America
has indeed come to think of itself as a synonym
of freedom. However, that is not the case if
you are a foreigner in this country. The moment
you step into this land of the free as an “alien,”
you implicitly agree to give up substantial part
of your freedom. Whilst this isn’t necessarily
permanent, it makes transitioning into college
life in the U.S. a very difficult feat.
I did not come to the U.S. with the intent
to make it my new “home.” I don’t intend to
make a life here, beyond college. I came with
the goal of getting an education that is significantly better than what I could find in Latin
America, and almost everywhere else in the
world. For me, the U.S. is just another stop in a
journey I started 3 and a half years ago when I
left Guatemala to study in a UWC in Singapore.
When I told my friends back in Guatemala
that I would be studying in the United States,
they were all rather pleased with the news. The
U.S. is perceived as a great place, full of opportunities, and very, very, advanced in most things.
The opinion is that, in comparison with Latin
America, it is safe, it is modern, it is rich: it is
almost an “ideal” country. I don’t deny most of
these things… but the cultural shock that I had
coming into this country was far from pleasant.
I despised it for months. I thought everyone
was quite frankly stupid. I looked around and
saw pure decadence. It was a bunch of teenagers discovering “freedom” and abusing it like
there was no tomorrow. Yes, my image of the
U.S. was rather radical, and mostly unfounded.
Things aren’t as bad as I thought them to be
back then. However, my misconceptions is only
exacerbated by the fact that I felt encapsulated
and trapped inside a bubble that people referred
to as “college.”
From one day to another I had lost my ability
to go places. The public transportation system
is so terrible you might as well call it inexistent.

You are essentially confined to the 4 blocks that
the campus covers, unless you have a car, or
know someone that has one. Free to do anything
and go anywhere? Chances are not if you are a
car-less foreigner. Buying one could be a solution, but beside the fact that you have to have
the money, insurance if you are a “male Hispanic
alien, between the ages of 18 and 24” is almost
as expensive as the car itself.
Well if it is such a big deal, why not just get a
job and solve the problem, right? Wrong. If you
are an “alien” that is almost Mission Impossible.
You can only work with the authorization of the
DHS, only on the college campus, and limited to
twenty hours a week.
Besides the mobility and work dilemmas, there
is also the fact that even if you live here, the government likes to think otherwise. For them, you
don’t really live here, and you may not call it your
country of residence. Despite the fact that my
income is produced in the U.S., I spend money
in the U.S., and I go to bed in a room located
in the U.S., doing everything a “real” resident
does is incredibly cumbersome: opening a bank
account is a complicated process with limited
options; you can’t get credit; there are an infinity
of forms you have to carry around upon entry
and exit of the country; when trying to come
back to school you go through immigration seen
almost as a threat; and breaking the law isn’t
really something you want to try… as it will most
definitely result in deportation.
Three weeks into the year and I had lost my
ability to do what every other normal American
could do. I had also lost the ability to really (and
culturally) connect with the people around me.
It was almost like I had signed up for voluntary
reclusion and abstention from participating in
everyday American college life.
I believe that my experience isn’t that different
from what most internationals feel when they
first arrive. The first semester is simply a weird
one. It feels almost disappointing to have made
the decision to come. Yet, for some reason there
is almost a correlation between the time you
spend here, the number of people you know,
and how happy you are with being in the U.S.
Every new day, you start caring less about the
limitations that come with being abroad, and
you start appreciating all the positive aspects of
going to college in a place like CC.

The key factor is being able to escape the overwhelming confusion about how everything is so
dramatically different from what you expected.
That feeling is bound to appear due to the fact
that we are not in our own country with our
own people. It would be so easy to just hate on
the U.S. for four years, for simply not being the
“dream” that is perceived to be around the world.
It is true that the U.S isn’t the most open-minded
and welcoming country. It is true that it is hard
to be an “alien” and that your freedoms are
limited. It is, however, also true that the first impression you get from it will change significantly
with time. The conclusions you draw at first
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about the country and the people are intense,
and also likely to not be how you will feel about
it in the end.
Things do get exceedingly better. I ended
up falling in love with CC and most things that
come with it. I still don’t believe that I am “freer”
than I was in my very troubled Guatemala, but
I have learnt my way around the system. That
is something you can only achieve with time,
however. Being a newcomer will always be a
challenge in a country that is not as free as it
thinks it is. The U.S. is not really the “land of the
free,” but it doesn’t mean that you can’t thrive in
it: Even if you are a foreigner.
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Feelin’ blue: the repercussions of denied ejaculation
Bryce Ingram
Staff Writer

blue balls noun
1 A pain in the testicles caused by long periods
of sexual arousal without release
She’s taken their blood pressures on a wild-goose chase,
and abandoned them with blueballs.
-An excerpt from “Sex Slang”, by Tom Dalzell
& Terry Victor
If you are reading this, odds are you already
knew both that term and the definition. The
reason is that the term “blue balls” was actually first coined in 1916 in the United States
and its use has only increased since then. The
term has had just shy of a century to grow and
mature into vernacular.
But before jumping into the science of the
matter, though, we should address the public
opinion of “blue balls” on campus. Are blue
balls real? Or do men only use its renown as
an excuse to further sexual activity? A female
senior answered, “Yes, I think they exist, but
do not affect all guys.” A male senior stated,
“Blue balls are so fake. Dudes just use it as an
excuse to make girls finish the job.” Clearly,
conflicting opinions exist on this campus.
So what is the medical standpoint on
the issue? In men, sexual arousal results in
erection of the penis and an increase in size
of the testicles. The mechanistic cause is an
enlargement of arteries flowing to the area
and constriction of the veins leaving. Medically, this is referred to as vasocongestion, and
can cause an increase in size of the testicles by
25 to 50 percent (DiscoveryHealth.com). This
change in size usually dissipates after orgasm
and ejaculation.
However, when orgasm is not achieved

and sexual stimulus is abruptly stopped, the
increased blood pressure is not released. Sometimes referred to as epididymal hypertension,
the testicles often produce a painful aching
discomfort instead. The resulting blue balls
are so named because of the bluish tint of the
testicles due to the presence of deoxygenated
blood.
Not all men experience blue balls and the
pain can range from only a minor discomfort
to a severe aching. Depending on the individu-

“

Not all men experience
blue balls and the pain
can range from only a
minor discomfort to a
severe aching. Depending
on the individual, the
pain can also subside
within minutes or ensue
for a few hours.

”

al, the pain can also subside within minutes or
ensue for a few hours. Of course, the mental
frustration and disappointment likely exacerbates the condition.
Some physicians, particularly pediatricians,
are even proposing that blue balls be considered for testiculoscrotal pain during patient
diagnosis. Jonathan Chalett, MD., and Lewis
Nerenberg, MD., published a case study in
“Pediatrics” (2000) documenting a recurring
patient at the hospital emergency room. The
14-year-old male had a history of temporary
severe testiculoscrotal pain lasting about 1.5
hours. The patient experienced this only after

foreplay with his recent girlfriend. After a
series of diagnostic procedures and expensive
lab work, the cause of the pain had not been
determined and it had receded on its own.
During a follow-up phone call the patient indicated that he had begun having sex with his
girlfriend and the pain no longer occurred.
The doctors disclaim that their extra procedures were only precautionary. They had a
good indication of what the culprit was, but it
is not a common practice to diagnose someone
with “blue balls.” Their argument now is, “why
not?” At the very least, they suggest one of
two solutions: either masturbation or, when
such actions are inappropriate, the Valsalva
maneuver (lifting a heavy object in order to
return blood flow to normal).
It is important to note, though, that despite
the existence of a medical explanation for
blue balls, the social implications of blue balls
remain the same. In a formal response to the
case study published in “Pediatrics”, other
physicians brought some other issues to light
(Pediatrics 2001). First, they prominently state
that the study should not be used as a medical
excuse to demand sexual satisfaction from a
partner. Second, if self-treatment through masturbation is recommended, have the adverse
effects, such as palmar hypertrichosis (growing hair on the palms) and blindness, been
researched?
The physicians made the latter of these
statements in jest, of course. Both the notions
of medically diagnosing testicular pain caused
by incomplete sexual activity, and suggesting masturbation as a treatment are frowned
upon by society. The former Surgeon General
of the United States, Dr. Jocelyn Elders, was
actually fired from her position in 1994 for
suggesting masturbation be taught in schools

(Biography provided by NIH). Her reasons
were to promote it as a means to attenuate
students engaging in riskier forms of sexual
activity. Despite the age of the event, however,
the physicians’ humor and skepticism are not
necessarily misplaced.
So far, a huge demographic has been unaddressed by this article. What about women?
Are “blue balls” exclusive to men? Or do
women experience an analogous feeling as
well? When asked these questions, a female
senior responded, “I can say from personal experience that a case of proverbial ‘blue balls’ is
certainly possible without the ‘requisite’ testes.”
Another student, a male senior, responded, “I
don’t think they would. It seems more the
result of…mechanistic release, and girls don’t
have the same mechanism.”
What does Science have to say? The genderspecific term “pink balls” (UrbanDictionary.
com) is physiologically analogous to the “blue
balls” experienced by men. In women, sexual
arousal increases blood flow just as in men, but
instead to the vulva, vagina, and clitoris. And,
just like men, this vasocongestion can cause
pain if the pressure is not relieved by orgasm.
If anything should be clear at this point,
it is that blue balls are not just a figment of
men’s imagination and the same is true for
women. And in both cases, there are no known
consequences of the condition aside from
discomfort or pain. So, for anyone wondering,
blue balls are not a medically valid argument
between sexual partners to complete a sexual
act. However, unlike many medical conditions,
there is a simple and reliable treatment that can
be provided without a doctor’s assistance. As
the Dr. Chalett and Dr. Nerenberg of Pediatrics put so eloquently, “blue balls is real, and a
cure is coming.”

Lori Driscoll gives CC the down-low on the high
Claire McNellan
Guest Writer

Pot at CC
CC’s ranking as the number one “Reefer Madness” school in the 2011 Princeton Review
may be what inspired the Partnership for Civic
Engagement to organize a series of discussions
and lectures informing the campus community
about the science and politics of marijuana.
On Jan. 31, Psychology Department Chair and
Associate Professor Lori Driscoll presented
a lecture titled “Psychopharmacology of
Cannabis: The Down Low on the High” to
a standing-room-only crowd of CC students,
professors, and Colorado Springs community
members in the Tutt Science lecture hall.
Marijuana use is no doubt relevant on the
CC campus. A systematic random sample
conducted by Emily Chan’s social psychology
class reported that of 77 CC students surveyed,
72.7 percent have smoked marijuana at least
once. For those who do smoke marijuana, it is
done with an average frequency of one to three
times per month. The number of students
who have an informed, scientific understanding
of what the drug is doing to the brain is likely
to be much smaller.
Dr. Driscoll discussed two main scientific
components of the effects of cannabis, commonly known as marijuana, on the brain and
body: pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics. Pharmacokinetics is the effect the body
has on the drug. There are approximately 60
cannabinoids, or different chemical compounds,
in the cannabis plant. Of these 60, the primary
chemical agent causing the high during inhalation is Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). THC is
unique in that it is lipid soluble, meaning it can
traverse the blood-brain barrier quickly, causing
a relatively rapid high. When inhaled, THC
enters the blood plasma via the lungs. The
THC-bound blood plasma’s primary target is
the brain, but some will also be transported to
“depots” such as the liver. It is in the liver that
most of the drug will be metabolized and deactivated. Once it has been metabolized, it will
be excreted, primarily through the feces and
secondarily through urine. THC is detectable
in urine for up to 7 days after a single use and
30 days for a daily user.

Cannabinoids such as THC bind to receptors
on certain brain cells, or neurons, causing a
signal to pass throughout the brain. Variance
in receptor-type determines whether or not
this signal will be excitatory or inhibitory. This
phenomenon results in the mixed experiences
of marijuana users: suppression of laughter and
increased sensitivity are equally likely results. If
receptors are activated too frequently, down

compounding effects when taken together.
Memory Loss, Euphoria, Dry Mouth, and Munchies
In addition, a large number of cannabinoid
receptors exist in the hippocampus, which is
the part of the brain that initiates memory
storage. This is responsible for marijuana’s
detrimental effects on memory. Receptors in
the basal ganglia are responsible for feelings of

Varied symptoms of the high come from many different chemical compounds
found in the plant. Photo courtesy of Creative Commons.
regulation will occur, diminishing the number
happiness associated with the high, and the hyof receptors available for THC to bind to
pothalamus affects the user’s drive and hunger.
and leading to decreased effects of the drug.
The infamous munchies and dry mouth are
Receptors that have been down regulated are
likely a result of marijuana’s influence on the
not permanently lost, but may take weeks to
hypothalamus. THC also affects the cerebral
recover. Tolerance to the cognitive effects hapcortex, the brainstem, and the amygdala, which
pens first, while tolerance to the motor effects
can cause hallucinations, relief from nausea and
is slower to develop.
increased heart rate, and relief from traumatic
The next concept Dr. Driscoll discussed was
memories, respectively. The receptors in the
the pharmacodynamics of the drug, or the
amygdala are also responsible for reduced
effect of the drug on the body. THC most seanxiety in some cases, but increased anxiety and
verely affects the cerebellum and the substantia
panic in others.
nigra, which are the parts of the brain responWhy do people experience highs differently?
sible for fine motor movement and initiation of
Although specific characteristics of the
movement. This slowing of reflexes is partially
high can be attributed to specific locations
responsible for the dangers of driving a car
in the brain, there are limitless compoundwhile high. Interestingly, those under the influing factors that make each user’s experience
ence of marijuana are more likely than those
unique. Because marijuana contains over 60
under the influence of alcohol to remain aware
active compounds and acts on inhibitory and
that driving under the influence is unsafe. Dr.
excitatory receptors not only in the brain, but
Driscoll added that driving under the influence
in other parts within the body as well, we
of both alcohol and marijuana would be “very,
experience a plethora of symptoms. Furthervery, very, very bad” since the two drugs have
more, the extent to which one is affected by

the drug and the types of positive and negative
effects experienced depend not only on genetic
factors, but also on the way one’s brain has
been shaped over time. Emotional experiences,
learning, diet, liquid intake, and drug-use alter
the brain physically, and any sort of physical
change to the brain can change the way it reacts
to the presence of any drug. In addition, since
THC is fat soluble, those with higher body fat
percentages or slower metabolisms may require
more of the drug to achieve the same high. Dr.
Driscoll confirmed that post-high exercising
may mobilize fat stores that contain THC,
thereby restoring effects of the drug long after
the initial high has worn off. She also warned
that it is possible to get high “at a concert, just
from standing downwind,” confirming that
second-hand smoke can have the same effects
as direct inhalation.
Can you overdose?
Dr. Driscoll stated that “We do not know
of individuals who have died from overdose
on marijuana,”, The high desired by users may
in fact relieve pain, blunt traumatic memories, enhance sensory experiences, and cause
most individuals to relax. In fact, it is possible
that the natural cannibinoid-like substances
our brain produces evolved to help us forget
traumatic memories and feel more relaxed during traumatic experiences. Yet the drug is not
without detrimental effects. Marijuana use can
lead to effects such as impaired attention and
memory, motor slowing and lack of coordination, and immune suppression; these effects
outlast the high, so students should not expect
to function normally on Monday after a weekend of marijuana use. In addition, Dr. Driscoll
noted that research has shown that marijuana
use can interact with genetics and increase the
likelihood of becoming schizophrenic if one is
genetically predisposed.
Dr. Driscoll ended her lecture with this take
home message: in moderation, marijuana use
does not damage the brain, but it does at least
temporarily change it. There may be beneficial
effects, but the actions of the drug are not limited to those effects that produce the high. Dr.
Driscoll reminded her audience that for those
who consume habitually, “the way you feel
off the drug will be altered.” And that “There
are so many ways that you can screw up your
brain…this is but one.”
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Deblocking the Block Plan
ming from the extended schedule. He teaches
one of the participating courses, Learning and
Adaptive Behavior, and says that, “originally,
the course had a lab component.” It was
quickly dropped though, because “in three
and a half weeks, there’s not a whole lot you
can do with animal learning.”
“Some things can’t be set up overnight,”
echoed Driscoll. “BYOB will enable faculty
to put up more elaborate laboratory exercises
and demonstrations.”
Despite the classroom advantages, Horner

taking a thesis block linked to Learning and
Adaptive Behavior. “For me, it’s nice to do
Zachary Zeidler
two things at once. Work hard on something,
Staff Writer
then you get a break from it, and work on
something else. In thesis, you can fall into
this habit of not being as productive as you
Within the long, echoing corridors of the
could be. With this schedule, you’ve got days
third floor in the Tutt Science building, a quiet
of class interspersed that help you keep that
experiment is underway. The subjects are not
hard-working, intense mindset.”
small, furry rodents, however, but students.
“Thesis acts as a break from class and class
The results will not be published in any scienacts as a break from thesis.” And with those
tific journals, yet they may profoundly change
breaks, “you can dwell on the material a lot
CC academic life and culture. The Psychology
more. You
Department is piloting a course
get a lot of
schedule that enables students to
thinking and
take two classes simultaneously over
processing
the span of two blocks. They are
time.”
de-blocking the block plan.
Another
Titled “BYOB” for build-yourstudent, Jeff
own-block, this new approach is a
Nadel, also a
departure from the one course, onesenior Neuromonth schedule adopted more than
science major,
40 years ago in 1970. Within the
is currently
Psychology Department, there are
in the BYOB
four courses offered through blocks
schedule but
five and six that alternate meeting
taking two
days, creating an A and B schedule.
courses. “In
Students can link either A-schedule
my case, I’m
course with either B-schedule course,
taking two
creating four different BYOB expecourses that
riences.
build very well
Further diversifying the exoff each other
periment is the inclusion of thesis
and that seems
blocks within the schedule. Senior
to enhance
Psychology and Neuroscience
how I’m learnmajors can pair any of the courses
ing the matewith an independent thesis block,
rial. For other
alternating between class days and
classes that are
work days.
not so related,
“We always talk about how to
it might not be
innovate on the block plan,” says
as helpful.”
Lori Driscoll, Department Chair and
For classes
Associate Professor of Psycholparticipating
ogy. “We want to give students more
in the BYOB
varied experience. As psychologists,
schedule, they
we’re aware of the disadvantages of
“need to be
massed [blocked] learning, as opvery selective,”
posed to spaced [semester] learning.
says Jeff. “[A
BYOB is a balance between massed
successful
and spaced learning.”
linking] comes
“Long term retention is better
This photo was featured in the November 15, 1974 issue of The Catalyst.
down to the
with spaced learning. But if you’re
says that the “key is thesis flexibility. It gives
subject matter, if it builds well off each other;
grappling with multiple topics over time, it
students the capacity to do a fifth block
and commitment from the professors, creatworks better if the topics play off of each
thesis, sixth block thesis, or a fifth and sixth
ing the syllabi so as to not have two midterms
other. The concepts bounce and play off one
block thesis and still take a course. A lot of
on following days.” However, Jeff did express
another and I think that creates greater asus [professors] already had block five or six
the belief that linking courses “is going away
sociation over time.”
devoted to thesis, and this way you teach and
from what the basic philosophy of the block
As for where the idea of linking courses
have thesis.”
plan stands for.”
comes from, John Horner, Professor of PsyOne such student, Jamie Haran, a senior
In reflecting on how the schedule has
chology and architect of the BYOB format,
Neuroscience major, is in the BYOB schedule, worked out so far, however, he says, “the proexplains that there are many advantages stem-

fessors are doing a great job of not increasing
the workload. They’ve kept a similar syllabus.
What is required, though, is a much greater
need for time management and organization.
It’s more challenging to keep track of what is
due when because of the two syllabi.”
Increased organization is precisely what the
extended format allows for the faculty, says
Driscoll. “The biggest benefit for faculty
is that they have more time to prepare. It
enables faculty to be more thoughtful with
planning classes…especially when paired with
a thesis block.”
“You teach a whole morning, you’re wiped
out until the next morning. And then you
have to do it again,” Horner says. “But if that
next morning isn’t for two days, then you have
time to recoup and talk to thesis students.”
Later in the year, during seventh and eighth
blocks, the Philosophy and Geology departments will introduce two more linked courses:
Dr. Marion Hourdequin will be teaching Environmental Ethics alongside Dr. Henry Fricke’s
Intro to Global Climate Change. The Psychology Department plans to continue the BYOB
schedule for at least one more year, with other
departments considering joining as well.
Will linked courses become a regular occurrence at CC? Perhaps. But for now, “the
plan is to assess and see how it works for the
students,” says Driscoll. Like good scientists,
the faculty of the Psychology Department
are waiting for all the data to come in before
reaching any conclusions.

The Birth of the Block Plan
In November 1975, The Catalyst
covered CC’s decision to continue
the “Block Plan experiment” indefinitely.
The article reads, in part: “The
faculty, in its special meeting last
Monday, voted to continue the
Colorado College Plan…by a
vote of 80-5-5… Proposals by
the Academic Program included
a set of interdisciplinary optional
core courses, as semester long full
credit adjunct course, several half
courses offered at the same time,
half courses meeting on alternating days, and more two block
courses.”
The committee concluded that
the “Colorado College” Plan be
subject to review in 1978. More
than 30 years later, the Block Plan
still stands.
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KC

cooking with

ieffer
laire

and

you can do it in Mathias
There is a place for extravagance in cooking.
Sometimes you’re trying to impress a date
and you want to perfectly sear a single chop
so you can serve it elegantly with a classy
plating, or you’re kind of depressed and
feeling alone so you spend four hours making ravioli from scratch just so you have an
excuse to invite friends over for dinner. But
there is even more of a place for the essential
recipe, the thing you make time and time
again because you know it will always turn
out great with a minimum of effort. Since a
guy I only know as Wolfie posted it online a
couple years ago, I have probably cooked this
chickpea ragout more often than any other
single dish, and I am nowhere close to tired
of it. It’s cheap, easy, healthy, and incredibly
versatile.
It’s the versatility that really makes it
so amazing. This recipe can be absolutely
anything you want it to be, depending on the
mood you’re in. We went sort of Italian with
it this time, but if you swap oregano and
parsley for cumin and tumeric, you’ve got
an Indian inspired dish. Throw allspice and
cinnamon on top of that, and you’re getting
close to Moroccan. We added some spicy
Itallian sausage ($1.99 a pound at Sunflower
Market and it’s as good as the shit you get at
Whole Foods. You really should be shopping at Sunflower) but you can use any meat
you want, or just eat it vegetarian. Add bell
peppers if you want, or celery, or really any
veggie at all, after the onions but before the
tomato, it’ll be delicious and just as easy. It
can be a side dish, or a single bowl meal
served over rice. And there is absolutely no
way that you can’t make this at home.
Making simple food reminds me of how
easy and enjoyable cooking can be. Sometimes when I’m staring down a complicated

recipe, I’m struck by terror and wanna run
away and hide in the oven. It’s so great to
make something quick, cheap, and guaranteed
to turn out delicious. In fact, this recipe is so
easy that you can do it in Mathias. I might
just call this a no-excuse meal, even if you
live in the dorms. I know that to some of you
Slocum and Mathias-bound students cooking
sounds unnecessarily time consuming, and to

the pan before you put the eggs in), she is now
a fully competent chef. While my pride for her
nearly burst when she made her first chicken
and vegetable dinner, she reached an all time
high tonight with some of the best chocolate
chip cookies I’ve ever had...in fact, I’m eating
one right now. My point is that even that kid
you know who can’t boil water (maybe that
kid is you?) is completely able to create deli-

Top right: Adding tomato. Center: Delightful completed dish. Photo by Claire Mann
cious, simple meals for you and your friends.
others utterly treacherous. However, I would
Remember: love people, cook them tasty food.
encourage you to bother that friend who has a
2 cans chickpeas(aka garbanzo beans)
car just one more time (obviously, you should
1 whole onion
bribe them with some of the food you’re
gonna make) and head down to our local King 4 cloves garlic
1 large carrot
Soopers. Buy the ingredients and get your
1 large tomato
hands on a cheap bottle of wine.
1 1/2 cup liquid
When it comes to the actual cooking part, I
1 lb spicy Italian sausage
believe in your ability to create this meal. In
Olive Oil
fact, I have proof that anyone can do it. My
Red wine vinegar
adorable roommate, the infamous Hannah
oregano, basil, parsley, red chili flakes, salt,
Varnell, once had a bonafide phobia of the
pepper to taste
kitchen. After some lessons in the ABCs of
Parmesan Cheese
basic cooking (yes, you have to put grease in

1. Dice the onion and mince the garlic. It
helps to smash garlic with the flat of a knife
to more easily remove from the paper. There’s
an easy trick to dicing onions that I can’t
actually explain without more pictures than
we have space for, but you can google it and
there’s a Gordon Ramsay video that should
show you how.
2. Add olive oil, garlic, and onion to medium pot over medium heat, cook until onion
starts to go translucent, maybe 3 minutes.
3. Chop and add carrot, saute for maybe 4
minutes, just wanna get it saute-ey
4. Chop tomato, add to pot and cook until
they release their liquid, about 2 minutes
5. Add chickpeas, saute briefly.
6. Add liquid. Typically I use chicken stock,
because it’s always easy and delicious. White
wine would probably work, any kind of vegetable stock, or even just water if it’s all you
have. It depends on the flavor you’re after.
7. Add seasonings as you see fit. Salt and
pepper, obviously but the rest is completely
up to you. If you wanna do the version listed
here, add the seasonings above. Mainly I just
think seasoning is pretty personal. We taste
differently.
8. Bring to a boil, reduce to a simmer, and
cook covered for about 30 minutes.
9. Remove lid and cook for approximately
10 minutes. Throw a couple dashes of red
wine vinegar in during the last minute of
cooking, At this point the peas should be soft,
the favors should be well combined, and the
liquid should be reduced by at least at half.
10. Spoon into bowls, grate some Parmesan
on top, and garnish with fresh chopped parsley.
Remember to taste throughout, it gives you
the chance to really fine-tune the taste to make
it exactly what you want.

Jersey Shore meets Sopranos, Mad Men
Giulio Brandi
A&E Editor

In the same way that New Belgium can’t
make a bad beer, HBO can’t make a bad
series. Both companies may occasionally
make something that loses its initial spark
over time or pales in comparison to previous
releases. But in the same way that nothing
from New Belgium will ever taste like Coors
Light, you’ll never see something as abysmal
as “Two and a Half Men” on HBO.
Ok, so what? What’s the point here? “The
absence of failure is not a measure of success,” says a philosophy major in the back
of the room. True, but this is just a cursory
introduction before revealing the degree to
which “Boardwalk Empire” succeeds. First
point: It’s on HBO, so it can’t be bad. Not
the best start but let’s see where the show
goes from here.
In the Hollywood world, having big-name
actors (and actresses) in a series or movie
does not necessarily guarantee anything
worth watching. Apparently, the big names
get to do the artsy projects only once in a
while and the rest of the time it’s fulfilling
contracts to studios. See “Pirates of the
Caribbean” 2, 3, and 4 for proof of this
phenomenon. So who are the names in
“Boardwalk Empire?” Well, Steve fucking
Buscemi, for one. I would dare to venture
that his most memorable role was as “Mr.
Pink” in Reservoir Dogs, but since Reservoir
Dogs is more of a dorm-room poster for

CC kids than an actual movie, this role may
fly over readers’ heads. Buscemi plays the role
of Enoch “Knucky” Thompson, the corrupt
city treasurer of Atlantic City, New Jersey, and
it’s the role for which his career has been built.
In almost all of his prior movies, he’s steadily
moved up from petty criminal to career criminal, and now he’s the big boss. I’d like to take
a moment here to list some of the names and
roles of his previous characters in biographical
order: Dead Pimp, Switchblade, Charlie the
Barber, Whining Willie, Test Tube, Willy ‘the
Weasel’ Wilhelm, Beatnik Barman at Ann’s
440, Mister Shhh, Theodore Donald ‘Donny’
Kerabatsos and Crazy Eyes (he does indeed
have crazy eyes). He’s the central character in
“Boardwalk Empire” and in abstract-symbolism land he plays the devil. For the rest of the
audience, he’s the don-bot (Futurama fans?),
the Tony Soprano, the Vito Corleone of the
series. I’d like to take the time to mention that
these comparisons are not without relevance,
please bear with me.
Ok, so, Steve Buscemi, big whoop, what else
you got?
Well, fans of “The Wire” will be happy to
see that Omar Little (the notorious homosexual assassin played by Michael Williams)
is back in a similar kind of role. That is, the
“don’t fuck with me, sweetheart” killer role that
audiences love. It seems that, like Buscemi,
Michael William’s character has also moved up
in the world. He’s no longer the street-level
anonymous assassin but plays the figurehead
of the African-American underworld of

Atlantic County known as Albert “Chalky”
White.
And then there is Kelly Macdonald’s character, Margaret Schroeder, who is actually quite
annoying. “Oh, I’m the Irish lass who just
wants to be ever so good.” Yawn. (And then
her moral pitfalls make her even less likeable.)
She is only mentioned in this review because
old Macdonald first appeared in “Trainspotting” and that was a goddamn awesome movie.
So, there are a couple of good names behind this show but perhaps none as noteworthy as Martin Scorsese (The Godfather) who
was responsible for directing the pilot episode.
Names aside, why should you dedicate your
precious time to watching “Boardwalk Empire?” (Because watching TV is so difficult.)
It’s a fusion of “Mad Men” and “The Sopranos” set in the 1920s. And I hate to glamorize
the past but the 1920s were actually an awesome time. The rip-roaring 20s, when a fella
could walk into a gin mill with five clams, his
best glad rags and pick up a good dame (with
great gams), and get straight up splifflicated
with her. “Boardwalk Empire” reminds us of
this, as well as some of the greater movements of the era, such as prohibition, the
suffragettes, the beginning of the civil rights
and the timeless practice of organized crime.
The show has kept my interest because all
periods since the 20s seem to have been worn
out: Pin-up posters of the 40s are cliche and
the cars of the 50s have been done to death
on the Discovery Channel as well as those
housewife fridge magnets. The 60s beatnik

and hippie revival has come and gone several
times over by now, the grittiness of the 70s
has already been encapsulated in “Driver”, the
80s were never good to begin with (the only
thing goods to come out of the eighties is
“the Pixies” and the 90s), and the 90s, with its
X-Files and MTV, are too fresh in the minds
of some students to be classified as history.
Doesn’t leave us with much more of the 20th
century, does it?
Like the Sopranos, “Boardwalk Empire” is
centered on organized crime in New Jersey.
For one of the worst cities in the United
States, New Jersey sure has a presence on TV.
Like “Mad Men”, it’s also a historical fiction
rooted in fact. The last World War I Veteran
died this month, and soon people that lived
through the 1920s will be gone, too. TV and
movies are starting to become the closest
association the majority of people will have
with eras of the past. I would like to believe
that “Boardwalk Empire” tries to remain true
to the time it depicts. The show has a lot on
its shoulders, but nothing it does feels as if it
is trying too hard. Not only is it a historical depiction of a golden age, an age of cocaine and
orgies, the Model-T, and speakeasies, it’s also
a social drama and, for the abstract-thinking
viewers, a symbolic maze of characters and
events.
Bottom Line: HBO has done it again.
“Boardwalk Empire” is a fusion food of the
Sopranos and Mad Men that tastes great, looks
even better and is fresher than the Prince of
Bel Air.
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The BrewHaha returns: stouter than ever
Jeff Hester
Staff Writer

Like all good ideas, the inspiration for this article developed over a couple of quality beers.
My friend Garrett and I were in my kitchen
on Friday night after the Fashion Show and
the topic, of course, turned to beer. Garrett
is a proud beer drinker with palate, known
to occasionally ditch the archetypal PBR for
something a little bit more complex. Garrett
knows craft beer from adjunct lagers and he
knows what he likes. Isn’t that enough? The
answer is yes, absolutely. However, Garrett
has recently taken his beer education into his
own hands.
“I’ve been drinking nothing but stouts since
I’ve been back from Winter Break,” he told
me.
I can understand when someone has a soft
spot for stouts, especially considering the
cold weather, but it was obviously something
else that had compelled Garrett to delve this
deeply into one specific brew style. “I mean,
I know what a stout is,” he continued. “I just
figure I might as well try and understand the
whole style for myself before moving on to
the next.”
As simple as it seems in theory, this is a brilliant way to introduce yourself to the world
of craft beer. Even if you consider yourself a
veteran (which would be absurd, considering
you are most likely not out of your twenties),
this practice, exploring all of the nooks and
crannies of a specific style, expands your
perception of what is possible within the
art of craft brewing and supplements your
understanding of the superficial distinctions
that we use on a daily basis to describe the
beer we drink.
So, with all this long-windedness aside, I
present to you the BrewHaha’s first installment in a series of many, in which we delve
headfirst into one specific brew style, and
uncover all that it entails. In honor of Garrett,
our muse, this one is about the stouts. Our
goal here is to better our understanding of
the stout style and the various forms that it
takes. Obviously, because of the confines of
this article, this is not a complete directory
of the stout, but we have provided you with
several different styles within the distinction

of “stout,” how they can be told apart, and
Milk Stout
higher alcohol contents so that their beer
then our favorite examples of the bunch. We
The milk stout is very similar to the English
would survive the long haul to Russia. The
hope you enjoy, and here’s to many more
stout, the primary difference being the addiresult is a stout that is unmistakably bolder
styles to come.
tion of extra sucrose during the brewing prothan your typical brew. A strong majority
The English Stout
cess in order to create a flavor profile that is
of craft brewed American stouts are either
The stout is originally an English-style
both smooth and sweet, like, well, a milkshake. oatmeal stouts or imperial stouts, so there is
brew, so the English Stout is more or less the
Perhaps I have sung the praises of this beer
a long list of beers to try here. That being
mother beer
far too many
said, one of my Top 5 Beers I’d Drink Forever
from which
times over the
is North Coast’s Old Rasputin, a viscous
all stouts
lifespan of
mass of malt that runs cool and smooth over
spring. Not all
this column,
the tongue and kicks you in the back of the
English Stouts
but I still
mouth with a surprisingly dry finish. Needless
are from Engthink the best
to say, the Russians knew how to drink, and
land, but the
bang for your
the flavor profile, as well as the ABV, shows it.
name refers
buck here is
American Stouts
to the most
Left Hand’s
I know, I know. “How could you put
traditional apMilk Stout.
Americans last in an article on American
proach to the
It’s a worldcraft beer?” There are two simple answers:
style.
class example
a.) This is my article and I do as I please. b.)
Stouts are
of the milk
“American Stout” is one of the laziest and
always deep
stout style, it’s
possibly the most useless distinction in this
brown to
local, and it’s
group. American Stout could simply mean “a
black and
sold on the
stout made in America,” but we all know that
tend to pour
cheap. Sorry
when you’re working with a subject matter
a bit thicker
I’m not sorry.
this pretentious, that’s almost never the case.
than ales due
Oatmeal
The term “American,” when applied to stouts,
to their promStout
can refer to the place of origin, if the beer
inent malt
Oatmeal
has a hopped finish, or any number of arbicharacteristics.
stouts are
trary characteristics such as these. The most
The most
stouts which
typical definition, however, is a stout that the
prominent
have had oats
brewer has introduced to an atypical outside
characteristic
added to their
ingredient. In American craft breweries, when
in true stouts
malts. It’s as
working with stouts, this ingredient is most
is the use of
simple as that.
commonly cocoa nibs or ground coffee.
roasted barley
The result is
American brewers are also known to ferment
This beer is as thick and dark as the blood that beat
in the malts,
very similar
their stouts inside of used whiskey barrels
through its namesake’s evil heart. Photo by Jeff Hester.
lending a dry,
to that of
made of charred oak.
smoky finish to an otherwise hefty beer. Most
the milk stout, but with a sweetness obtained
Whichever way they do it, most people concommonly, beer drinkers will find notes of
from grain rather than sugar, also adding a
sider an American stout to be a more experidark chocolate or coffee.
hint of roasted grain.
mental and tenuous form than other forms
It’s actually not as easy as you’d think to
Oatmeal stouts are very popular in the
of stouts because of the audacity of the
find a straight-up stout on the American
states and there are numerous exemplary exAmerican brewer. Although it is originally an
craft brewing scene these days. Some of you
amples, such as Firestone’s Velvet Merlin or
imperial stout by name, Great Divide’s Yeti
might be up in arms about that last sentence,
Anderson Valley’s Barney Flats Oatmeal
is available for sale aged in chocolate, espresso,
but it’s truer than you think: most American
Stout, but my favorite example of this style is
or oak, as well as a fourth deviation that uses
stouts are mixed in with something else (but
Samuel Smith’s Oatmeal Stout, brewed by
Belgian yeast. A more cost-effective example
we’ll get into this more a bit later). If you’re
one of the oldest breweries in Great Britthat’s easy to find year-round is Santa Fe’s
looking for a modest interpretation of the
ain and sold for far cheaper than any of its
Java Stout, which comes in at about $9 for six
stout, I highly recommend Sierra Nevada’s
American counterparts.
cans. The jury is still out on whether or not it
Stout. This is by no means my favorite stout
Russian Imperial Stout
is appropriate to drink for breakfast.
out there and technically it’s not even an
Although it is called “Russian,” the RIS is
English stout, but it is nonetheless a fantastic
in fact an English style that was exported to
Questions? Comments? Suggestions?
representation of the style without going off
Russia in the 1800’s. Brewers began adding
E-mail the BrewHaha at brewhahacc@
the handlebars.
more malts and sugar to their wort to create
gmail.com.

Strange Beauty lives up to name
thoughtful experience from challenging or
complex works you will also be delighted. IDEA
Staff Writer
curator Jessica Hunter-Larsen, with research
aid by block three’s Baroque Art History class,
has recruited some top-notch artwork. Andres
On Dec. 6, I took a break from my homework
to head over to the opening of “Strange Beauty.” Serrano, known for his controversial image
“Piss Christ,” contributes a large portrait of a
I became excited for and curious about the
homeless African-American. Also on view are
show when I recognized an opulent painting
two photographs by Cindy Sherman, a highly
by Kehinde Wiley, an increasingly popular conprominent contemporary female artist.
temporary painter, on the promotional poster. I
The powerful collection of art in our modestentered Cornerstone and turned my attention to
sized gallery comes with easily-understood
the large windows of the IDEA Space. Inside
parallels to baroque masters as well as relationthe crowded gallery I saw a spread of Christmas
ships that are harder to pin down. It is easy to
baked goods and an impressively large floral
recognize a recurring visual theme of opulence.
pattern on the wall. I thought to myself, “Great!
Yet this theme vanishes in looking at a black
This is sure to be a colorful, lavish show of eye
and white photograph such as “Yo Mamma” by
candy.” However, as I entered the space and
Renee Cox. The viewer might be left wondering
passed by Wiley’s paintings into the far section, I
where the relationship to baroque art is. Luckily,
was struck by a piece that completely shattered
the Baroque Art History class has accompanied
my expectations. I saw Renee Cox, nude, glaring
many of the pieces in the show with wall labels
at me, holding a newborn baby. This black and
that articulate the relationships. The wall label
white photograph of the commanding feminist
for the photograph teaches the viewer that Cox
artist hung on the wall with so much power in
is modeling her modern vision of the “Madona room full of colorful paintings. I collected
na and Child,” and the feminist aspect of her
myself and thought, “Wow, this really is a mustwork is not unlike the baroque artist Artemisia
see show.”
Gentileschi. Gentileschi often painted heroic
“Strange Beauty: Baroque Sensibilities in Condepictions of women from myth or history.
temporary Art” is a grand, eclectic assemblage
The user-friendly wall labels in the show not
of contemporary art that has something for
only provide useful information about the obeveryone. If you are the type who is impressed
jects but also engage old baroque masters such
by expert realism there are plenty of paintings
as Gentileschi and Velázquez with modern interthat will satisfy your taste. If you are the art
pretations. Until the emergence of post-modern
lover who goes to museums seeking a more

William Hannum

the show as a “blockbuster” when I mentioned
art, art historians would not look outside of the
how impressed I was. “Strange Beauty: Baroque
art objects to interpret their significance. Today
it is necessary to look at many angles of the final Sensibilities in Contemporary Art” is a very
well-curated show and may be the most dynamic
product, such as the life of the artist, museum
patrons, and external class structures. Looking at exhibit to come into the IDEA Space this year.
The exhibit is open through Feb. 14.
the art in the show, comparing it to baroque art,
and then applying these modern
contexts is an activity that
“Strange Beauty” makes easy and
enjoyable.
As a whole, one interesting
aspect of the show was that
the religious side was a racial
body of work. The paintings by
Kehinde Wiley, the self-portrait
by Renee Cox and the photograph by Andres Serrano all
used colored subjects as their
source. Wiley loosely lifts poses
from religious, old master paintings to form the postures of his
powerful subjects whom are laid
on top of floral or similarly lavish backgrounds. Both Cox and
Serrano also challenge Christian
conceptions of identity in their
photographs. These three “marginalized” artists undoubtedly
formed the challenging, more
shocking side of the show.
Due to the caliber of the artists in the exhibit, it is no won- Right: “Madonna of the Rosary” by Kehinde Wiley.
der that Hunter-Larsen described Photo by Carrie White.

