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Haven’t we talked
enough about activism?
Kieffer Katz

G

Staff Writer

od, are we good at talking. It’s one of the
greatest things about a liberal arts college.
You are just surrounded by incredibly articulate,
intelligent people who are just as comfortable
discussing hot button issues such as the Occupy
Wall Street movement as they are trying to
understand the true meaning of activism. Small
wonder then, that when it was announced there
would be a faculty forum to discuss Occupy,
over 200 people announced their intention to
attend on Facebook alone.
The talk was quite informative; it was immediately clear that CC employs some truly brilliant
people in both the faculty and the administration. At the beginning the house was packed,
Gates Common Room was standing room only,
with all available floor space covered by students
sitting in cross-legged anticipation.
However, a curious thing happened after the
opening remarks; students began to trickle out.
As the student forum asked the panel questions,
the gradual exodus continued. Soon, not only
was I free to stretch my legs, gaps had begun
to appear in even the seated portions of the
audience. Clearly an hour of information was
enough for most people—after all, it was a
school night.
For me, this shortness of attention span is the
essential defining issue at our school, and quite
possibly for the college activist in general. We
are, all of us, students first and activists well…
some other, higher number. As students, we
are incredibly good at talking. We talk at coffee
shops, at parties, in class, and at forums like the
one I just attended. But we also have responsibilities: class work, homework, social lives, and
the money we are paying for this education. All
of those things come before activism for everyone on this campus.

continued on page 2
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n Oct. 22, Ron Smith, Director of
Campus Safety, sent an email to the
entire Colorado College community with the
subject “Community Alert”. The message
states, “On Friday, October 14, the Colorado
College dismissed Michael Lee from the college
base[d] on a finding of responsibility for sexual
misconduct.”
For many, this message raised a long series
of questions, and generated even more rumors.
The issue though, is no longer a matter of “he
said, she said”, as Heather Horton, the school’s
Sexual Assault Response Coordinator, put it.
Through the Colorado College sexual misconduct judicial process—which is, according to Associate Dean of Students Ginger Morgan, “right
on par with best practices” nationwide—Mike
Lee, a 19-year old from Chicago, was found to
be responsible for sexual misconduct over three
weeks ago, on Oct. 14.
“It was one night when I was blackout drunk
and it came back to bite me in the ass,” said Lee.
This begs the question: how was this conduct
determination made?
Morgan offered a brief history of the school’s
sexual misconduct judicial process. “Our sexual
misconduct policy was updated a little more
than a decade ago as a result of student outcry.
Part of what students now need to know is
that there was a student walk-out from classes,
because they felt that the way we handled sexual
misconduct didn’t protect women who’d been
assaulted. And the traditional conduct process
re-violated complainants…because then they
had to face the people [the respondents] directly,
in person. So we undertook a pretty big review
of how we did that.”
Vice President for Student Life/Dean of
Students Mike Edmonds described how, exactly,
we do that now. He said the (typically) seven- to
ten-day sexual misconduct judicial process has
three phases: “intake, investigate, adjudicate.”
First, the intake. A formal complaint is filed
under the Sexual Misconduct Policy (as outlined
in the Pathfinder) through the Office of Sexual
Assault Response and Prevention. In this case,
the complainant was allegedly a freshman woman, according to freshman Alex Summerfield.
Edmonds explained, “That’s an opportunity

for people to know: here’s what I want to tell
you the allegation is, here’s how it happened.”
The respondent, or the person against whom
the allegation is made (in this case, Mike Lee),is
then notified of the complaint. Edmonds said
that the respondents are always given a checklist
as a part of the process, so that “the person
who’s facing the allegation has an opportunity
to know and see everything that’s going to be
considered and to respond to it.”
So begins the investigation. In order to gather
the facts, a trained investigator who is assigned
to the case meets with all parties: the complainant, the respondent, and any relevant witnesses
whom they chose to call forth. This part of the
process, in Edmonds’ opinion, “allows both
parties to be as exhaustive as they want to be” in
providing evidence.
Finally, the investigator drafts a factual report
and gives it to the college adjudicator, who then
determines whether or not the respondent has
violated the Colorado College sexual misconduct
policy. Presumably finding him or her responsible, the adjudicator determines the appropriate
sanctions—in this case, dismissal.
Lee’s request for an appeal of the decision
was denied by President Jill Tiefenthaler on Oct.
17 on the grounds that there was no “discovery
of new evidence” relevant to the case, no proven “investigator or adjudicator bias”, and/or no
“substantial error” made in the process.
Still, there is a question of why, as Smith’s
FLASH message stated, “It is the opinion of
the college that Michael Lee presents a potential
threat to our campus community.”
It’s a tricky issue—one that requires balancing
two important matters: the privacy of an individual and the people who want to know why
their classmate is being viewed as a threat, even
though the reasons are not disclosed to the general public. “On the one hand, you don’t want to
unnecessarily mar someone’s reputation, and on
the other hand we have a duty to the community
to give ‘fair warning’,” Morgan explains.
Lee states, “Everybody that has an e-mail with
Colorado College got that email. The fact that
it says I was dismissed for sexual misconduct
violations only leads to terrible assumptions.
I’m well known on campus. I didn’t even have
enough time to tell all of my close friends what’s
going on…and then they get this email that says
we see him as a threat to the community…I

feel, personally, that I’ve been slandered by the
school and put on the chopping board…They
thought just putting my name [in the FLASH
message] was doing me a service. I’m not hidden
just because you only put my name in. To be
completely honest, I’m not just some random
white kid. [Physically], I stand out extremely and
I don’t appreciate at all how any of the process
was handled.”
“The law in the guidance [for Title IX] says [we
must do this], so that people could have enough
information to avoid harm, if at all possible. We
can’t control exactly everything that happens but
it’s sort of what’s called a ‘duty to warn’,” said
Morgan.
This duty comes from two “important federal
statutes,” as Horton explained in an email message. “First, the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of
Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act is a federal law that requires colleges
and universities to…provide ‘timely warnings’
whenever a school considers a crime to pose
an ongoing ‘threat to students and employees.’…The second federal statute that impacts
disclosure of information is…the Title IX ‘Dear
Colleague Letter’ issued by the Department
of Education, Office for Civil Rights on April
4, 2011 [which] clarifies that ‘a postsecondary
institution may disclose to anyone—not just the
alleged victim—the final results of a disciplinary
proceeding if it determines that the student is
an alleged perpetrator of a crime of…a nonforcible sex offense, and, with respect to the
allegations made, the student has committed a
violation of the institution’s rules or policies.”
When asked whether the decision to send out
the FLASH message was made as a result of
one violation of the sexual misconduct policy or
a pattern of behavior from Mike Lee, Morgan
responded, “We could notify the community
based on one incident if it was severe and we
believe that there was an ongoing threat to
the community based on that incident. Where
we know there’s a pattern, we also absolutely
would report. So based on the threshold of
information we had [in this particular case], I
feel quite confident it was the right thing to do.
But severity [of the reports we get], pattern [or
repeated reports], [the student] remaining in
the community—any two of those three things
[would result in a warning], with the remaining
continued on page 2
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in the community being a key piece.”
There is a reason why patterns are so important in the eyes of CC. Prominent forensic
psychologist David Lisak explains that there is
a commonly held notion “that rapes are often
committed by young men whose judgment is
impaired from drinking.” But, according to a
2002 study Lisak conducted at the University
of Massachusetts, Boston, although “the basic
weapon is alcohol,” most of the perpetrators
of sexual assault on a college campus are “serial predators” who “don’t think of themselves
as rapists.” That is to say that, as reported in
a March 2011 NPR News Investigation, “On
college campuses, repeat predators account for
nine out of every ten rapes.”
Morgan says, “This study…suggests that
there are certain people predisposed to repeat
behaviors every opportunity they get. And I’m
not saying that to point a finger at Michael. But
that is a piece of information that we have
to look at…that’s why pattern of behavior is
really important. Because of the David Lisak
study. So we have to look for patterns and then
say based on patterns of behavior there may be
more risk.”
And, indeed, more than one CC student
has alleged that Mike did display a pattern of
behavior that they feel warranted his status as a
“potential threat.”
The two who agreed to speak with me—
under the condition that they remain anonymous—were both sophomores who claimed
they knew Mike well. The first woman, whom
I will call Erica, began the interview by saying,
“We were both friends with him, actually. So we

know him on a personal level.”
Erica and Jessica (not her real name) each
spoke of their positive impressions of Mike
when they first began hanging out with him as
freshmen. “To be totally honest,” said Erica,
“he seemed really fun, really cool...He was a
really popular guy; he was very charismatic and
funny.”
This was a large part of the reason, they
agreed, why Mike was so socially powerful—and why they are hesitant to speak out
against him. “He was friends with everybody,
and that was the main reason that stopped me
from writing a formal complaint [of sexual
misconduct]—‘cause he would get support
from so many different people,” Erica explained. “I was afraid that there would be retaliation from his fraternity brothers or his friends,
because my name does pop up on a formal
complaint because it’s his…right to know who
is making allegations against him.”
“The boys I’m friends with…a good majority
of them knew what he did to me,” said Erica.
“They believed me…but the fact is he knew
where all the parties were… They were all kind
of buddy-buddy with him because they [could
benefit from it] socially . And also I guess guys
are just different and didn’t want to pick a fight
with someone who had done nothing personal
to them.”
Even after formally being found responsible
for violating the Colorado College sexual misconduct policy, Mike has continued to receive
support from many members of the community here; he stated, “I have huge appreciation
for my friends who’ve been standing beside me
through it all.” His Facebook status after the
FLASH message went out read, “believe what
you want. My true friends know me and the

truth”. In response, CC students left comments such as “movement for mike! movement for mike!” and “i dont even know what
happened but that email really pissed me off.
#freemike”.
Horton stated, “We have pretty high rates
of sexual assault [at CC] and a culture that
supports that.” She explained that the bigger
problem is the discrepancy between rates of
assault and rates of reporting; a 2005 report
issues by the National Institute of Justice
declares, “Sexual assault is widely considered
to be the most underreported violent crime
in America.” Horton said that she has seen
evidence of a “Movement for Mike”, but that
“there has been no movement to support the
people who’ve been harmed.”
However, these people do exist.
“I was friends with him for a while and then
I had that incident with him…[it] shattered
my trust completely,” Erica continued. “He…
walked into my room and tried to do stuff. And
I told him no but he kept insisting and trying
until finally he left…He started showing up to
my room unannounced multiple times during
third block. Having a specific interest in looking for me…He would just walk in. Not even
knocking, not even like, ‘It’s Mike.’ Just walk in
like he owned it.”
Jessica described having similar experiences
with Mike. “It got to the point where he was
really, really comfortable coming into me
[and my roommate’s] room unannounced…
There was one night when he was really, really
drunk and came in our room but me and [my
roommate] tried to shove the door closed…
He fell over and his feet were in the room and
he wouldn’t move so that we could close the
door…He was just sitting there. It was just

super awkward and some guys had to come
over and pull him away.”
She also recalled one particular encounter
with Mike that occurred when she met him
outside of Mathias to get something from his
car. “I think he was drunk—honestly, it got to
a point with him where I couldn’t tell whether
he was or not—but…he grabbed my face and
tried to kiss me. So I slapped him and went
inside. But that’s the only—I mean, there’s a
lot of times where I felt really uncomfortable
but…[this made me feel] really violated.”
Erica talked about the way that Mike
described “his sexual conquests”, as she said.
“He would tell me who he hooked up with. He
would call them names like ‘slut’ or ‘cunt’ and
stuff like that. And I knew there was a grain
of truth in what he was saying, but a lot of it
was greatly exaggerated. For example, he told
me this one story that he was at a party and
this girl wanted him so badly that she threw
her room keys at him… It ended up being
our mutual friend who was just dancing on a
table swinging her keys and they flew out of
her hand. So that’s kind of who he was in a
nutshell.”
True, it is unfair to put anyone in a nutshell.
Mike was, clearly, well liked. His friend Alex
Summerfelt said, “He was just the funniest kid,
literally…He’s just a swell guy.”
Mike told me, “I still have a substantially
large group of friends who have gotten close
to me, who know who I am, who know how
I am, who fully understand everything that’s
been going on—we all get that it sucks.”
But as Erica said, “People might pull out like,
‘We know him on a personal level.’ But we also
knew him on a personal level.’”

Student-built yurt travels Colorado
Ellie Cole
Staff Writer

A yurt and a tent may both be used for sleeping
in the woods, but a yurt is much more than a
tent.
“It’s a portable place to visit,” said Max Robillard, para-professor for Professor Scott Johnson’s “Vernacular Architectural Techniques
– The Yurt” offered B block this summer. The
class built a yurt in which about 15 people
can stand or about 20 can sit around in a circle.
Any CC student can borrow the portable
wooden structure and enjoy it.
“It feels like more of an event,” Johnson said
about the yurt.
And of course, it was built by the CC community.
During the second block of the CC summer,
Johnson taught a class on how to build a yurt.
But just as a yurt is more than a tent, the class
covered more than just learning how to build
a yurt. It was a team building and bonding
experience.
The syllabus highlighted that the class,
“emphasize[s] experimental learning in group
situations.”
The class had no prerequisites, twelve
students (including high school students and
students from other colleges), two paraprofs,
one professor, and a huge task.
The first week of class involved traveling
around Colorado, including a visit to the Colorado Yurt Company in Montrose, and learning
about yurts. The second week was devoted
to designing the yurt, and then the third was
reserved for building it in the studio.
The class broke into groups to design each
section of the yurt. There were a variety of
sections including the door, the canvas, and
the lattice-work. The final product is 18 feet in
diameter.
“The design, I think, was the hardest part,”
Thompson said.
There were some days when they would
build for over eight hours.
When they built the yurt, the class made sure
to include structural elements that tie it to the
community. Not only is it made of all local
wood, but some of the wood was harvested on
the Colorado College campus from trees that
had fallen, some of which was used for the

lattice-work and the tono ring, the central piece
of the structure’s roof.
The class wanted their final product to be
accessible to the CC community.
“We wanted it to be really easy to check out,”
said senior Graham Thompson, and added that
the pieces that comprise the yurt fit into her
small SUV.
The yurt is available to any CC student who
wants to check it out. Junior Hallie Kopald said
that they are trying to organize a Facebook
page so that students can learn about it and
borrow it when they want to travel and have a
portable place to stay, free of charge.
The students, ranging from high school
juniors to college seniors, not only love the
final product, but also love its potential for the
community.
“We all had our own reasons for taking the
course,” Kopald said. “But we all wanted to
build something for the students.”
“We wanted an afterlife for CC beyond us,”
Thompson said.
There is a big, black logbook for the yurt
that details the class’s process, ideas, strategies,
notes, and pictures.
“It tells the story of where the yurt goes,”
Johnson said.
The yurt has been on the move. So far, it
has been used to search for wild horses in
southwestern Colorado, travelled to the Sand
Dunes and Grand Junction, and the Burning
Man festival.
Johnson said that it is probably done for the
season because it cannot handle the snow, but
it will be ready for use come spring.
When asked why he wanted to build a yurt,
Johnson responded with a grin. “Why? Why is
the sky blue?”
Then he elaborated and said that it was all a
coincidence. He had travelled in Central Asia
and came back with a small yurt. He said he
had always been interested in building a yurt,
and when he heard students talking about it, it
seemed appropriate for a class.
“As a teacher, the most interesting part
was seeing the invisible structure that was
constructed with social aspects of the class,”
Johnson said.
Kopald said that this kind of art class was
a lot different for artistically minded people
who are used to thinking up their own ideas.

She said that it took lots of time to come to a
compromise on the design, but it was a very
important aspect of the class, and Johnson said
that he wanted that type of cooperation.
Robillard said that working with people was
a whole project in itself, and was very reward-

ing.
“I’ve dreamed up classes that are similar,”
Johnson said. He said he doesn’t know if he
will teach this exact class again, but he has
some other thoughts, some of them even
involving long boards.

Above: A student carefully setting the roof canvas into place. Below: When students
are not using it, the yurt lives on the CC campus.
Photo courtesy of Scott Johnson
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Queer CC: Equal and QSA form coalition
Rosie Curts
Staff Writer

Before this year, the two clubs on campus that
focused on LGBTQ issues were isolated from
one another and served different groups of
students. Staff and students admit that LGBTQ students went to Equal, the anonymous
group where LGBTQ kids can meet each
other and find support, while the straight allies
went to Queer/Straight Alliance.
However, with a new staffer on board, recent CC graduate Beth Kancilia, a new group
has been started to change this problem. During the 2009-2010 school year, LGBTQ students completed a survey regarding how they
felt about the way queer issues were addressed
on campus. One of the recommendations that
came from the focus group members who
reviewed the surveys was for QSA and Equal
to work together. Now, that is what’s going to
happen.
The new group on campus is called Queer
Community Coalition (or Queer Colorado
College). Kancilia, whose official title is
LGBTQ Student Specialist, is the advisor for
QCC and has done a lot to help direct the
group. “As soon as Beth came here, we were
able to cohesively integrate the two groups,”
says Nicholas Johnson, the co-chair of Equal
(who gave permission for the disclosure of his
identity).

The title of the group fits in with a nationwide agenda to expand use of the word
“queer”, which is gradually becoming less of a
slur and more of an identity for people who
don’t feel the need to be specific. Anyone who
feels more comfortable identifying as “queer”
can do so. Whereas a word like “lesbian” more
strictly seems to mean “a woman who likes
women”, the word “queer” allows the person
using it more room for interpretation. Johnson
explained that using the word “queer” in the
organization title “gave us opportunity to
expand it in whatever way we see fit.”
“A lot of students were coming to me and
saying that the students groups that exist
weren’t meeting their needs,” said Kancilia. She
explained that QSA wasn’t getting the feedback
or attendance it wanted and was wondering if it
was still relevant. The QCC, Kancilia says, will
get students together in one space. However,
Kancilia emphasized that student leaders were
the ones who decided to get it together, not
just her.
The hope is that the QCC, a long-term
collaboration, will “function more like a pride
center,” Kancilia describes. There will be more
flexibility and people can come to QCC with
new issues and ideas. Additional new groups
that deal with specific issues can also be
formed under the umbrella group of QCC.
The QCC is still in its planning stages, but
there are many things they want to do. The

official description of the group says, in part,
“There are distinct and important needs for
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans students, but
‘queer’ is even broader than this. We want to
make sure that there are safe spaces and opportunities for all students to explore gender and
sexuality, to be allies and advocates, to identify
with the queer community if they so choose,
no matter their gender or sexual identity, gender presentation, or sexual relationships.”
The group’s specific goals include outreach
not just to students, but to faculty, staff, and
the Colorado Springs community at large.
Kancilia mentioned ideas such as a mentorship
program for youth in the community who
question their sexual identities, a connection
with Spectrum (the QSA group at UCCS), and
maybe even a discussion with the Air Force
Academy regarding the repeal of “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell”. The group will “focus on intersectionality,” Kancilia says, and talk about things
like social justice in general, “from the lens of
gender and sexuality.”
Kancilia says the group is trying to “bring
a broader sense of queerness to the campus.”
One way they plan to do this is with a website.
This would not just be a QCC website, but a
website about LGBTQ issues for the whole
campus to peruse. The website is still a work
in progress, but is coming along well. “We’re
trying to do a really thorough job with it so
it doesn’t become dated in any way,” Kancilia

said.
The website would have a calendar of events,
send out a ListServ, address LGBTQ issues
on campus, and provide resources for those
who might need them. Johnson explained that
these options allow QCC to do things differently depending on people’s comfort levels.
For example, a questioning student who is not
ready to go to Equal could look for a different
resource on the website without a requirement
to tell anyone. The new structure of QCC is
helpful to not just students, but to faculty and
staff, as well as prospective students looking at
Colorado College.
At the moment, while the QCC is still in its
planning stages, meetings are held mostly between the student leaders, including Toni Pizza,
R.A. of the Gender and Sexuality LLC, Colin
McCarey and Ariana Glantz, the QSA co-chairs,
the Equal co-chairs, and Andrew Wallace, who
is conducting the LGBT Oral History Project.
Kancilia explained that the meetings are not
intentionally exclusive, but at the moment
they don’t have a regular set time or date, so
advertising would be difficult. However, she
also strongly encourages any student with ideas
to come talk to her or any of the student leaders named.
“It’s a great year to talk and have these conversations and figure out where we want to go,”
Kancillia says.

Faculty panel discusses Occupy Wall Street
Erica Plumlee
Staff Writer

This past Thursday, the Active Philosophers’
Club and the Partnership for Civic Engagement cosponsored a panel discussion to explore the Occupy Wall Street movement. The
discussion, titled “Understanding the Occupy
Wall Street Movement: A CC Faculty Forum,” featured a panel of six faculty members,
including five social science professors and CC
President Jill Tiefenthaler.
Because the Occupy movement is so diverse,
the Active Philosophers’ Club recognized the
need for a civil community dialogue. “The
discussion is to inform people that are maybe
too embarrassed to admit that they don’t know
as much about political, economic, and moral
institutions as they’d like to, in an unassuming kind of situation,” said Brielle Brilliant, a
member of the club. “The Occupy movement
is basically just creating a space for radical possibilities, and we want to be part of that.”
Associate Director of the Partnership for
Civic Engagement, Jessica Copeland, worked
with the Active Philosophers’ Club to arrange a
sort of academic town hall. “The main goal is
to try to use tools of critical inquiry from these
different disciplines to shed light on what the
movement is all about,” said Copeland.
The panel was comprised of President Jill
Tiefenthaler, political science professor John
Gould, philosophy professor Jonathan Lee,
economics professor Pedro de Araujo, and
sociology professor Kathy Giuffre.
While the Active Philosophers’ Club chose a
mix of liberal and conservative panel members

from the different social sciences, they received
criticism for not including at least one natural
science professor. However, the club members
reasoned that as this is a social movement, the
discussion could be better understood through
the lens of social science.
The discussion began with a simple question:
What is the Occupy movement and how does
it affect us? The panel members each presented
opening statements, contextualized by their
academic specialty.
John Gould started off the dialogue with a
general overview of the movement, and the
class warfare that the movement has created.
“This isn’t so much a crisis of inequality as it is
a crisis of unfairness,” he said. He explored the
effectiveness of the movement’s strategy of
placing the 99 percent against the 1 percent.
Jonathan Lee began with his personal
interest in the movement: the critique that the
movement lacks specific demands and the idea
of occupation, rather than protest. Because
the driving force behind the movement is
economic injustice, he said, many people are
wondering how to reform the current system.
“However,” says Lee, “the system is fundamentally unjust, not accidently unjust.” Because
people are demanding radical reform, specific
demands have not been developed.
Regarding the question of occupation, Lee
compared the ideology of the Occupy movement to that of the 1968 social upheavals in
Paris, when massive strikes nearly caused a
government shutdown. “Be realistic,” said Lee.
“Demand the impossible.” Lee summed up the
movement as a demand for “radical, nonhierarchical, participatory democracy,” which

became a recurring mantra of the evening.
“It’s totally realistic to demand the impossible,” he concluded. “Anarchism is possible.”
Pedro de Araujo considered the economics
of the movement, stating that not all inequality
is bad. To a certain degree, economic inequality provides incentive for people to work hard.
However, while income has been on the rise
since the 1970s, the disparity between the 1
percent and the 99 percent has grown due to
the progressive nature of taxes and the education gap.
Araujo explained that the current economic
inequality is harmful because resources are
allocated inefficiently . Because so many people
don’t have access to credit, they cannot borrow
money, and therefore cannot consume. This
is one contributing factor to market failure.
This economic inequality should not be fixed
through equal income distribution, he explained, but by resource distribution that allows
us to have the same opportunities.
Kathy Giuffre began her sociological interpretation of the movement by comparing it to
the Stonewall Riots of 1969, which marked the
beginning of the gay liberation movement in
the US. Members of the Occupy movement ,
who, like the homosexual community of the
60s and 70s, feel they have no voice, are pushing to be heard.
“This movement is a catalyst for a thousand
different voices and a thousand different issues,” she said.
Finally, President Jill Tiefenthaler offered her
insight. She began by focusing on the global
fascination of the movement, considering the
conflicting opinions of so many supporters.

photos by Stanley Sigalov

“People are feeling powerless, economically
and politically,” she said. That, combined with
the simplicity of the movement’s message, has
captivated millions of people and involved
them in some way.
President Tiefenthaler also articulated a
pressing question on the minds of many:
why is this movement happening now? She
explored the devaluation of homes and the
growing wage inequality since the 1980s as
two possible answers. Even though household
income has increased because there are more
people in each household working, wages have
decreased for those without college degrees.
After each member had spoke, the panel
responded to questions posed by members of
CC and Colorado Springs communities. Questions about corporate personhood and government regulation were raised, as well as possible
solutions. The panel members did their best to
respond, but of course were stumped by some
questions, as is the rest of the country.
“Do we want more regulation?” Araujo said
in response to a question, “Sure. But how
much?” One final question was posed to the
panel, comparing the movement to the original
difficulties associated with passing the Constitution: Do we need an Alexander Hamilton, a
Thomas Jefferson, and a George Washington
to make this movement successful? Do we
need the 1 percent to save us?
As the panel members considered the question, one man from the crowd shouted, to the
chagrin of some and the delight of others, “We
are all Thomas Jefferson.”
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Chilean protests: a cc student’s perspective
de Chile), Giorgio Jackson (Pontifical Catholic
University of Chile), Camilo Ballesteros
Guest Writer
(University de Santiago de Chile), David Urrea
It looked like the end of the world. Any main- (University Arturo Prat), and Jose Ancalao
(Representative of the Mapuche Student
stream zombie or apocalypse movie could
Federation). The leaders first rallied followers
have begun with a similar scene. A haze of
tear gas and a few street fires were all that was from their own universities, along with other
Chilean students, in May 2011. The leaders of
left on Alameda, the main street of Santiago,
the movement have claimed that they will not
Chile.
stop protesting until their demands are met.
It was hard to believe that only a few hours
Some of these demands include: increased
before complete chaos had erupted in the
state support for public universities, a more
same street. It was hard to believe that a
equitable admissions process to prestigious
few hours ago I had been crouching inside a
universities, free public education (so that acmetro station trying to avoid being trampled
cess to higher education doesn’t depend on a
by the pacos (police) who were in full SWAT
family’s economic situation), and the creation
outfits and looked something like Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles. As I sat huddled behind of a government agency that would prohibit
universities from making profit. Although the
a bench with a dozen other people, I could
media portrays all of the protests as violent
not believe where I was and how I had gotten
riots, there have also been a number of clever
there.
peaceful protests, such as flash mobs, kiss-aAbout half an hour before I found myself
thons, and many national strikes.
in this predicament, I had been innocently
During my first few months in Chile, havwalking to class, unaware of the unauthorized
ing class was always hit or miss. There were
march that was taking place outside of one of
many times when I showed up to class and
the main universities. As I exited at my usual
was one of the few students that actually
metro stop, I got my first whiff of tear gas.
arrived. Sometimes professors would cancel
It scorched my throat and made me feel like
class or meet with the students who showed
I had just woken up after a night of smoking
up for half an hour before dismissing them.
about a hundred Pall Malls. Then the gas hit
Another common occurrence of these shorter
my eyes, provoking a feeling comparable to
classes was screaming Chilean students enterrubbing them after handling a jalapeno.
ing the classroom and yelling about how this
Little did I know this was only the beginis a national strike and no one should be there
ning. Once I reached the entrance of the
to all the students who had come to class.
metro, I completely froze with fear. The
When I first arrived, I assumed that most
street was filled with tear gas, bonfires were
blazing in random patches along the road, and people would be in support of the stumasked students ran around throwing rocks at dents and appreciate the purpose of their
fight. However, I have found that there are
the tank-like police vehicles. The pacos were
definitely mixed feelings towards the student
all decked out in armor and shields, while
revolution. My host mother—a 65-year old
the students wore jeans and scarves to help
self-proclaimed Pinochetista—goes on long
protect their faces from the tear gas. Before
rants about the stupidity of all the proI could fully grasp the situation I had gotten
tests and strikes. She is strongly against the
myself into, pacos began to shoot off the wastudents and believes that they have been
ter cannons. At that moment, I snapped back
“corrupted
by the communist party and tricked
to reality and ran for it. After getting soaked
by a few shots of the cannon, I retreated back into thinking that things such as education
and healthcare could possibly be free.”
to the metro stop and crouched in a corner
Another interesting perspective was of one
with other protestors, trying my best to avoid
of
my classmates in an Urban Studies class.
the powerful shots of water whizzing above
He simply stated that he agreed that educamy head.
tion was way too expensive, but his family had
At this point in my study abroad experialready paid for this semester of college and
ence, I had already heard about and witnessed
he could not afford to retake it. He told me
many protests and sit-ins in opposition to the
that many of his fellow college students had
poor quality and cost of education in Chile.
been incredibly harsh toward him for showing
However, this was the first time I experienced
up to class, but he felt that he had no other
firsthand how terrifying this revolution is
choice.
becoming. Chilean university students began
At one point during the semester there was
protesting in the Spring of 2011. Four stueven a coalition of exchange students, mainly
dents are mainly leading the student revolufrom other Latin American countries, who
tion from four of the bigger universities
were
trying to begin an opposition to the
throughout Chile: Camila Vallejo (University

Kiki Lenihan

national strikes. This group demanded that
teachers show up for classes that the exchange
students were still attending. According to
one leader of the group, “It is not fair that we
have paid to study here but cannot go to class
because of the student revolution.”
While I think that what the Chilean students
are doing is incredible and completely support them, I have found myself trapped in a
strange limbo because I was strictly forbidden from protesting; I was threatened with
immediate deportation if I marched with any
students. I want to support the cause of the
Chilean students but I have a contract with
my exchange program that I will attend at
least 75 percent of classes. Living in the midst
of this national student movement has been
a wild experience, but horrifying nonetheless. Seeing people being shot at with water

cannons as well as rubber bullets and running
from police dogs is scarily reminiscent of
clips of the Civil Rights Movement in the
60s and is gruesome to watch. The students
have kept marching despite opposition and
continue to demonstrate their repugnance for
the inequality of the educational system. After
more than six months of constant protesting,
it is obvious that these students will not stop
until their needs are completely met. They
will not settle for President Piñera shuffling
around his cabinet and claiming that he will
change the laws eventually. These students are
in this for the long run and, as Camila Vallejo
said, “For many years our parents’ generation was afraid to demonstrate, to complain,
thinking it was better to conform to what was
going on. Students are setting an example
without the fear our parents had.”

photos courtesy of Kiki Lenihan

We’re Honored!
(thanks to you)

2011 Best...
Banquet Facility (Gold)
Restaurant for Tourists (Gold)
American Fare (Silver)
Local Brewery (Silver)
Happy Hour (Silver)
Place for a Wedding (Bronze)

photos courtesy of Kiki Lenihan
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Digging up underground hip-hop: Eyedea & Abilities
Heather Ezell
Guest Writer

“I like everything except country and rap. I can’t
stand rap.”
Sound familiar? It’s a common statement, so
common that the quote is a suggested search
on Google with a great deal of hatred attached. Members on music boards argue that
the “everything except country and rap” claim is
both cliché and lazy. I won’t deny that for most
of my teenage years this cop out was my go-to
response when I was asked what kind of music
I liked. But to be fair, I was speaking the truth:
I’ve always been open to all music as long as it
didn’t call for line dancing or spitting into microphones. I love music. Almost all music. Just give
me music, anything, preferably with some sad
dark-eyed boy whining about the sky, or a good
metal guitar solo accompanied by a scream. But
really, I like all music! Everything, I swear, as
long as it’s not country or rap.
And then I was exposed to “Eyedea and Abilities”.
Their first album floated in the backseat of
my car for eight months—the 2001 release
of “First Born”, burned by an ex long-distance
boyfriend. It was not a gift but an object tossed
over after scavenging the disk from the pile of
burned CDs on the passenger seat floor while
he shuffled me to COS airport after a visit.
“Here take this,” he said. “Eyedea has good
words. You’ll like him.”
It was 2008 and Walkmans were long gone, so
giving the disk a listen to on the flight back to
California wasn’t an option. But when I finally
got into my own car and started the first track
only to hear rap, to listen to that first line—
“You know the type of girl that walks in front of you
and makes your jaw drop”—I ejected the disk (for
the record, the tracks weren’t burned in their
original artist-intended order). Rap? Rap about a

chick walking into a room and swooning dudes?
totally possible, I swear) to my neighboring driv- only three years at the point, but the news was
My once beloved had given me a burned CD of
ers. I was wooed by the music, tantalized and
still crippling. Informed of his passing via text
this crap? What an epic fail on his part, no wonabsorbed by the DJ’s beats and rapper’s tangents. message by the very ex who had introduced me
der we hadn’t worked out. I shoved the filthy
A rapper! I was enjoying rap!
to his music, .I spent the entirety of Oct. 16 on
disk into my glove compartment and switched
What the hell had happened to me?
my living room ﬂoor with my headphones on,
on my iPod, defaulting to a playlist probably
“Eyedea & Abilities” was a Minnesota based
listening to every Micheal Larsen song I could
mixed with Damien Rice, Nine Inch Nails, and
rap duo that doubtlessly impacted the underﬁnd. And I found a lot.
Kate Nash, and merrily continued on my drive.
ground hip-hop scene in the ‘90s and continued
There was no shortage of Micheal’s art yet
“First Born” didn’t cross my mind again until a to perform until last year. Their success was
to be discovered. Eyedea & Abilities was once
traffic jam on the I-5 the following November. I
fed by their pulverizing freestyle battles, as well
known as “Sixth Sense” and this music was
was nursing a gnarly El Cajon tequila hangover
as their stylistically-brilliant recorded work.
only recently released to the public. Micheal
and my iPod was out of battery. And my radio;
Eyedea wove his boiling sarcasm with his poetic
also produced albums under the pen name
worthless. It was a classic end of the weekend
philosophizing and mental drips seamlessly.
of Oliver Hart, and was a crucial element of
Southern California lock up. Traffic bobbed
The thrown pulses of DJ Abilities were ﬂuid,
various compilations such as “Face Candy”,
around three to six mph, so slow I could see
and rather than taking the backseat to Eyedea’s
“Carbon Carousel”, and “Atmosphere”. In a way,
the smashing waves on Carlsbad State Beach. I
words, they accompanied the words in an
Oct. 16 was a day of tearful rejoice for me as I
needed something to survive this. A nap. An Inintricate balance through the entire rides offered
journeyed through the mind and life of Micheal
N-Out burger—animal style—plus a strawberry
by each of their three CDs. Their ﬁrst was the
Larsen, his music acting as my guide.
shake. No. Not food. Music!
2001 album “First Born”, “E&A” was released
Obviously on my ﬁrst full trip through “First
I was ready to drive off into the Batiquitos
in 2004, and the last, more rock-centric, “By
Born”, I was hooked. As I crawled up the coast
Lagoon when I remembered the CD. The icky
The Throat”, was released in 2009. All of these
of Southern California, the sun glaring brighter
annoying rap CD had to be better than nothing,
albums are addictive and I avoid them like the
onto the Paciﬁc with every musical slam, I
right? One hand on the wheel, no eyes on the
plague, because once I dip back into the web of
absorbed the splendor of “Eyedea & Abilities”.
road, I rummaged through the glove box until I
They ﬁnally expanded my icy, closed mind into
found the disk. I paused on the ex’s handwriting.
the warmth of rap. While I still may be wary
I’ve been known to
Had it always been so sloppy? One more deep
of the rips that go down in clubs and on the
binge on their albums for iTunes top lists, the underground hip-hop scene
breath and then I fed “First Born” into my car’s
stereo. And I waited.
months at a time, unable (play me some “Ecid” or “Saturday MornI was ready for the absurdity of “Big Shots”—
ing Soundtrack” and I’m a happy girl) is now
to move onto anything
the first track on the mixed-up album, ready to
unexpectedly my default genre. And it should
be annoyed, but so not ready to be as amused as
go without saying that “Eyedea & Abilities” and
else.
I was. Somewhere around, “While you’re looking
the work of Micheal Larsen will always have my
for a job, he’s looking in the mirror” and “My favorites “Eyedea & Abilities”, stepping out becomes near
adoration and recommendation. I am proud to
impossible. I’ve been known to binge on their
are rappers, the egotistical bastards. The people that
announce that I’m no longer the cliché person
albums for months at a time, unable to move
never clap for your set, they think you’re whacker than
who says, “I like all music except country and
onto anything else.
them ‘cause they’re the masters,” I had started to bob
rap.”
I used the verb “was” when describing the
my head, smack my hand on my steering wheel,
Instead, I’m the fool who says, “Give me
duo, because Eyedea—born Micheal Larsen—
and hum along to the hilarities. When I reached
anything, as long as it’s not country.” What’s
died of opiate toxicity on Oct. 16, 2010. The
Bonus Track #1—“I’m not insane ‘cause I have no
my current stance on cowboy music? Let’s
death reeled the underground hip-hop communeed for my sanity it’s just another chain that keeps me
just say I won’t be accompanying my sisters to
nity. His label—Rhymesayers Entertainment—
from reality, reality is mine; to play with and mold, the
“Stagecoach” anytime soon. Five bucks goes to
celebrated his life with a giant concert memorial. the guy who gets me entranced with that music.
best thing I ever did was let go”—I was dramatically
swaying, raising my arms to serenade rap (this is I’d been an “Eyedea & Abilities” devotee for
Good luck.

“

”

Diesel that won’t affect global warming
Molly Moffet
Copy Editor

Welcome back Weeders!
I hope everyone had an epic block break and
an excellent Halloween. But since there was
so much fun so early in the week, I decided
everyone needed a little rev up. That’s right, it’s
Diesel Week.
While I was in the mountains over block
break, I visited Kine Mine in Idaho Springs for
some meds. Chris Harden, one of my favorite
bud tenders, mentioned something interesting
while I was selecting my bud. Harden told me
about the history of the Diesel strain, a story
shrouded in controversy and mystery. According to Harden, there was a “Grateful Dead”
concert in New York in the ‘90s, to which
an unknown person brought a pound of an
unknown strain. From that pound came ten
seeds that were split between growers, taken to
different parts of the country, and grown into
unique strains.
I did a little more research into the murky
origins of the Diesel strain and its derivatives.
Jason King talks about the history of D in his
article “Cannabis Culture: Marijuana Magazine”
in the Feb. 2006 issue. He says that two growers
met at a “Grateful Dead” concert and a bag of
a Colorado indica called “Chemdawg” containing 12 seeds made its way to Massachusetts. It
was then grown into variations of Chemdawg,
and when clones found their way to New York,
they were renamed New York City Diesel.
But then the plot thickens; different sources
have different versions of the story. “Auto Seed
Bank’s Guide to Sour Diesel Cannabis Seeds”,
sites conclusive evidence from studies by the
Attitude Seed Bank, the world’s largest seed super store, regarding the original 1991 seeds. The
article explains that Sour Diesel and Chemdawg
are the same phenotype with different names.
This story contests Harden’s story, saying that

the seeds were found at a Dead concert in
Colorado and a Chewdawg clone was brought
to New York City and renamed Diesel or New
York Diesel.
Both articles agree that the mystery is further
perpetuated because some growers breed
unrelated strains and call them NYC Diesel. For
example, Soma, an award-winning, American
grower, mixes Mexican Sativa and Afghani
and calls it NYC Diesel. While it is still a good
strain, according to “Auto Seed”, it is not even
remotely related to the original pound.
“John Doe Radio’s” Strain Review of Sour
Diesel claims that Sour Diesel was the founding
father of the phenotypes for Chemdawg, OG
Kush, and Sour Diesel. This review claims
that Sour D was taken to the East Coast and
renamed Chemdawg, and to Cali where it was
rechristened OG Kush.
Though the truth is elusive, everyone can
agree that no matter what the real story is,
the result is undeniably effective. Because of
individual growers and styles, Chemdawg, Sour
Diesel, NYC Diesel, and OG Kush are all distinctive strains now, although they share a dodgy
past. So, I went onto Weedmaps.com and found
the dispensary with the widest variety of Diesel
for me to try.
Pure Medical
Another spot super close to campus, this
place is on Tejon, across from the Melting Pot.
It’s on the same side of the building as a bank
and across from a 7-Eleven. The door is easy
to miss, but once you ring the bell and come in,
Pure Medical is quite impressive. It was one of
the larger dispensaries that I’ve visited. There
was a curved glass counter and display case,
absolutely full of fat jars in the back room.
They have a licensed kitchen in house, so
they can take special requests and accommodate
dietary limitations, such as gluten or dairy free.
They also boasted that they harvest frequently
and always have new things coming in. The
staff is super friendly and they package their

products in glass jars (and bring back ten jars
for a free joint). They grow most, but not all, of
their own strains. most of which are hydroponic.
They warned me that some of the Diesel was
not theirs, and the D they did grow, they grew
outside. They said the Sour D looked more
spread out and had smaller nugs because of the
outside grow house, but it still yielded the same
results when smoked. Pure Medical is another
close-by spot where you can stop by when
you’re downtown.
Members/Deals:
*$35 eighths
*11 grams
*Member prices for first time visit
*Reward system. You get points with every
purchase and once you’ve spent $350 collec
tively, you can choose a prize between a free:
-An Eighth
-Two edibles
-Two grams of hash (including earwax)
-A glass pipe
-Nine hash pills
-One gram of caviar
-A T-shirt.
*Daily Member Deals:
-Super Bowl Sunday- 10% off all glass pipes
-Munchies Monday- 10% off all edibles
-Twos Day- Two joints for the price of one
-Hash Hump Day- 10% off hash
-T-Shirt Thursday- 10% off shirts
The Strains
Fire Diesel
Type- Sativa
Look/Feel- Dark green with very fine, dark
orange hairs
Smell- Spicy/outdoorsy
Taste- Hickory smoked meat/ gravy
Kind of High- This is a calming high, not
uppity of euphoric. Your mind feels energetic,
but your body feels numb and hard to move.
It’s good for watching heady movies or shows.
You’re sucked into your couch, but your brain
wants something fun to do.

Sour Diesel
Type- Sativa
Look/Feel- Small dark green nugs, spread out
on stem
Smell- Starburst
Taste- Grass/Spinach
Kind of High- It comes up quickly, you start
to feel it in your face, and before you know it,
your whole body feels light and fuzzy. You feel
super blazed, but clear headed, like you could
focus if you needed to.
Durban Diesel
Type- Sativa
Look/FeelSmell- A crab apple forest on a hot day
Taste- Acidic
Kind of High- Great sativa-buzz head-high.
It’s the kind of stoned that leaves your face
numb and that you feel behind you eyes. It’s
good for critical thinking or outdoor activities.
OD Diesel
Type- Sativa
Look/Feel- It’s a light green color with purplish tips. It looks like the whole thing has been
dunked in sugar.
Smell- Fresh and clean
Taste- Pine/ Rain
Kind of High- Once again, a head high that
leaves part of your head clear to think and the
other part to zone out. It’s a good social high,
mid-afternoon doobie snack material. It also
has a sneaky giggle effect. You feel calm and
good and little later you’re laughing your face
off about something silly.
Overall, I found that the D’s are the dankest. So whether it says Diesel in the name, or
is any variation of OG Kush or Chemdawg,
know you’re in for a crazy head high. Whatever
the mystery pound at that fateful concert 20
years ago really held, the resulting strains are
spectacular.
Unfortunately, I am going to be gone next
week, so I’ll see you third week! Keep it revved
up this week weeders, see you soon.
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Thousands of Mexicans die; CC smiles and nods
José Luis Gallegos
Guest Writer

Just before second block break, the student
club La Junta organized a gathering for
representatives of the United States Northern
Command in Colorado Springs to talk about
the drug war in Mexico. Most of the questions
asked by the audience and most of the information given by General Daniel R. Hokanson
and Public Affairs Officer Roberto Garza were
concerned with technicalities. The matter was
not addressed from a critical perspective; thus,
I felt the need to comment on what I think
about members of the military coming to our
college to give the official version of what
some consider “American interventionism”. I
also wanted to provide a critical—and domestic—view on the drug-war in Mexico, which
so far has resulted in more than 50,000 deaths
(the discussion of this second matter certainly
requires a more detailed exposition, which I
will fully address in a subsequent article).
Two social activists were standing on the
sidewalk of Cascade Avenue, in the cold, with
banners protesting what they considered an
American military intervention in Mexico, while
La Junta’s talk on the drug-war was taking place
upstairs in Worner. The talk was, strangely
enough, moved from the spacious Gaylord
Hall to a much smaller room in Worner at the
very last moment. Although some Colorado
Springs community members attended the
talk, when interviewed the activists declared
that they were not allowed into the “meeting”
because they were told it was only meant for
Colorado College students. However, they did
not miss any information that could not be
easily found on the Internet, as the issue was
discussed in very technical and simplistic terms.
Certainly, the initiative of the talk was, in
itself, positive; it had the intention of fostering
an understanding of the drug-war in Mexico

from an American-national-security perspective,
while creating an open dialogue between citizens and the military. Nevertheless, every time
General Hokanson and Officer Garza were
faced with difficult or political questions, they
would either avoid giving a straightforward
answer or let the discussion flow to a different
topic. Conversely, most of their answers implied a certain ingenuousness, as if they did not
understand the major geopolitical implications
of the topic addressed.
The two Northern Command representatives depicted a rose-colored view in which the
Mexican and the American governments work
together, in a reciprocal and correspondent
relation for their people’s sake. Garza admired
Mexican President Felipe Calderón’s brave
determination to confront and eradicate the
drug cartels, asseverating that the government
has increased social opportunities to diminish the number of people joining the ranks
of drug trafficking. Hokanson emphasized
that “Mexico and U.S. are probably in one of
their best points ever in terms of international
cooperation [security wise],” since there’s an
efficient network of information and Mexican
troops are getting professional training from
the American military.
It is evident that Garza ignored the fact that
Mexican expenditure on security in 2011 was
twice the amount spent on secondary and
higher public education, and six times budget
of the government poverty-reduction program
“Oportunidades”. He also failed to mention
that, according to the World Bank, military
spending in Mexico has grown 44 percent since
the beginning of Calderon’s administration.
Hokanson, on the other hand, was completely
right in saying that there’s an intimate relationship between the Mexican and the American
government in security issues. One could say
that with Calderon’s consent the American government achieved what it has desired ever since
the Cold War: the installation of espionage

centers in Mexico that include offices from
the Pentagon, the CIA, and the FBI, among
others. Strangely, this important fact was never
mentioned in their presentations.
The military men delivered a speech that, at
first glance, seemed ambiguous and naïve. Thus,
the speech was received by the audience with
certain indulgency and the same naiveté of its
arguments’ appearance. But there was more
to be asked and to be discussed, like how hundreds of powerful guns were allowed to cross
into Mexico by the American government with
the “Fast and Furious” military operation. It
is true that there were some challenging and

“

   The spirit of the
Northern Command
representatives’ message
was to continue the
Mexican drug-war,
even though both
acknowledged the strong
correlation with the
U.S. drug consumption
and the thousands of
resulting Mexican
deaths.

”

clever questions (within a framework of political correctness), but there was not a stance that
most would expect from students facing waremployees. So, either students have achieved a
great sense of politeness, or they lack political
awareness of what is actually happening just
across the border.
The spirit of the Northern Command
representatives’ message was to continue the
Mexican drug-war, even though both acknowl-

edged the strong correlation with the U.S. drug
consumption and the thousands of resulting
Mexican deaths. They advocated for continuous support of the efforts by the Mexican
government, even though Hokanson admitted
the uncertainty in whether the ultimate goal
of the Mexican drug-war is to defeat the drugcartels or to reduce the levels of violence in
Mexico. They also opposed the possibility of
legalizing drugs, as Garza insisted, even though
that is exactly what the American government
did in the Prohibition-era to lessen the power
of gangsters.
Yet the question is: could we have expected
something different than the official version
from the Northern Command representatives? Certainly not. They were not there to
say anything new, or to talk about the political
reasons behind Calderon’s war against the
Mexican cartels, or the geopolitical interests of
the U.S. government camouflaged as military
aid. They were there to justify and legitimize
their actions, especially because, historically,
American foreign policy has been characterized
as one in which interventionism and world destabilization are common factors and which has,
most of the time, opposed American citizens’
interests and will.
So, probably, the next time that we invite the
military to talk about global issues, we should
expect not to be informed of what is actually
happening, but to instead be prepared with
the information beforehand with which to
challenge their arguments, assumptions, strategies, and interests. We should not invite guests
for a presentation, but for debate. We should
be prepared to demonstrate our opposition,
when applicable, and thus ensure that everyone
has access to the discussion. Thereafter, we
can claim that we are creating a true dialogue,
which happens when both parties have equal
opportunities to exchange ideas.
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Fireworks: oooh’s, aaah’s of wasted money Queeriosities
Radhika Singh
Guest Writer

Homecoming Weekend was only a couple of
weeks ago, and a great weekend for most, I’m
sure. The activities were great, the food was
delicious, and the parents were less annoying than usual. Overall, I’d say it was a success- except for Friday night. Friday night
consisted of s’mores, student bands, the
hockey game, and…the fireworks. I had a
real issue with those fireworks, as ridiculous as that may sound. Let me explain.
When the fireworks went off, I was
tempted to drop the s’more I was holding,
like in a bad movie. I couldn’t understand
what or for whom the fireworks were for.
It didn’t make sense to me that there were
fireworks simply because some parents
and alumni came over. Most students had
seen their parents only a month ago. Was
there another cause for celebration I just
wasn’t aware of ? Some American festivity?
No? Then for what? I asked Jay Engeln,
Director of Annual Giving and Alumni
& Parent Relations. He said the reason for
the fireworks was to stimulate “positive
multigenerational interaction between
alumni, students, parents, grandparents,
and children of both alumni and faculty/
staff ”.
First of all, I’d like to express my disagreement with this explanation. Is watching 15 minutes of fireworks really the best
path for fruitful interaction? What about a
comedy show, or a multi-cultural program?
The money that paid for the fireworks
came from registration and event fees paid
by alumni and parents that attended homecoming. That money could have been used
to sponsor a more rewarding and enriching
experience, with less cost.
The fireworks cost $5,000, which, in my
opinion, is an ridiculous amount of money
for 15 minutes of pretty explosions. To put
things into perspective, one could sponsor a
child through www.childfund.org by providing
whatever he or she needs to be healthy for only
$28 a month, and $5,000 could sponsor a child
for almost 15 years. These calculations show
that this amount of money could have been

used for an even more productive and fulfilling
purpose than fireworks, or any other show. Using this money, we could have radically changed
a child’s life.
The other reason I was upset with the usage
of fireworks was that it was a hypocritical

move by the Student Alumni Association, a CC
organization. One of CC’s Campus Initiatives,
found on its website, states that “Colorado
College takes immense pride in being a campus
committed to maintaining and improving a
culture of sustainability…While honoring our
commitment to nurturing a sense of place and
an ethic of environmentalism, CC sustainability
aims to reduce the overall carbon footprint of

the college.”
Fireworks obviously cause a lot of pollution
and harm to the environment. The Ecological
Society of America’s journal states that fireworks augment air and noise pollution and can
cause respiratory diseases and Discovery News
says “antimony, which is sometimes used
to produce the color white [in fireworks],
can harm the lungs, heart, stomach and
other organs.” The Department of Environmental Services explains that fireworks
contain substances that are carcinogenic
or hormone-disrupting, which might leak
into soil and water. It’s clear that by using
fireworks, CC is directly going against
its own ethic of environmentalism and
sustainability it says it tries to achieve by
reducing campus pollution.
Is CC really that hypocritical? Are
we, then, hypocrites? Is what we claim
to believe in just a marketing strategy to
put ourselves on par with the expectations of other liberal arts colleges? Do
we truly believe in CC’s values and goals?
It’s important to answer these questions,
because they’ll help define who we are as
people, and as a college. I was ashamed
of CC when the fireworks went off. I was
ashamed to be a part of CC.
In addition to shedding light on the fact
that CC sometimes acts contradictorily to
what it believes, this incident also brings
up how indifferently we treat money. We
don’t respect its value. I don’t have an
issue when the money is used towards
education or health, but what about when
hundreds and thousands of dollars are
spent on entertainment, like with these
fireworks, when the money could be used
to change lives? We must open our eyes,
and really look at how we’re living. It is
not enough to feel grateful; we must also
actively seek out ways to spend our money
where it would be most effective.
I’d urge you to think about all aspects of life
in CC. Where are we being hypocritical? Where
can we improve? Does campus life truly represent CC ideals and values? Do we want to add
to or change our vision? We can do anything,
if we really want. We can do something truly
meaningful.

Haven’t we talked enough about activism?
continued from page 1
Personally, this is not a huge issue for me. I
haven’t really considered myself an activist for
over five years; in fact I don’t really see change
as possible anymore. I won’t deny that the
system is broken, but at least it is broken in my
favor. I am not part of the “one percent”, but I
had dinner with them in NYC over block break,
in the form of one of my parent’s friends from
college. He’s fairly high up at Goldman Sach’s,
pretty close to absurdly wealthy, and one of the
kindest people I’ve ever met. He’s also going
to help me find work when I move to NYC. I
don’t feel much of a compulsion to occupy
him. So, yeah, I’m not much of an activist.
The self-described activists at this school,
however, seem to have forgotten how to act.
Even when they do, it is often action taken
within the context of CC, for an audience of
CC students. It is action taken in the same way
that most of the questions were asked at the
OWS forum; someone gratifying their desire
for attention and showing off their knowledge,
while simultaneously ameliorating their own
guilt about how little good they’re doing the
world. It is incredibly easy to donate $20 or
volunteer at a shelter for a day, and tell the
world you are an activist making a difference.
It is much, much harder to risk something for
what you ostensibly believe in.
Risk, then, is the missing component. What
is at risk for us when we attend a forum on
Occupy Wall Street? When we discuss the ways
the world is fucked up in classrooms, in coffee
shops, ad nauseam? Nothing. And we will
continue to risk nothing, because, once again,
we are college students. We are college students
who are paying a significant amount of money
to get an education that is inherently and essentially an investment in a future career. We aren’t
going to risk that, because we’re all essentially
here in an attempt to buy into the system.
As awful as it is to say, there is an essential
aspect of violence that must be present in

any activist movement. It was, if you remember, the viral video of women getting pepper
sprayed by police that first helped Occupy Wall
Street gain national media attention over a
month ago. Someone has to be hurt for people
to start taking the action seriously. Many more
people have to be angry enough to clash with
the police and lose, have to be written up and
arrested, have to be taken to jail. It makes
complete sense that college students are not
willing to risk that because we are hoping to
make our livings within the system. Any arrest
record whatsoever immediately complicates
one’s future within that system.
Speaking of risk and activism, there’s another group worth mentioning here, briefly; the
often obnoxious but nonetheless socially-active hacking group, Anonymous. After one of
their members was kidnapped by the Los Zetas
drug cartel, they acquired information about a
wide variety of Zetas’ collaborators, and they
have threatened to release it if their member
is not returned. These people are standing
up to one of the most violent organizations
in the world, saying on their website “Are we
afraid? Of course. Are we afraid for our lives?
Obviously. However, we believe it is high time
to say enough to the terrible situation caused
by the falsehood of the government and lack
of scruples of people who do not care about
the welfare of their fellow human beings.” It
does put the fear of misdemeanor charges in
perspective, to some degree.
Again, I am not sure caution in this context
is a bad thing. As I said earlier, I benefit from
the system, and I imagine that holds true for
much of CC. Why should we risk our future
happiness for the sake of trying to challenge
a system that, after all, could be a lot worse?
Sure, student loan debt is a terrifying thing,
but our degrees from this school should have
us completely covered in real world, employment based situations, right? I know that as a
philosophy and creative writing double major,

I have learned a wide variety of real-world-applicable skills that will make me incredibly
desirable in the work force.
Obviously, I am being a little extreme for
the sake of argument. There are activists at
CC who are actually active. Senior Wyatt Miller,
who wrote the article on occupy Wall St. for
The Cipher, stood up at the end of the forum
and asked for the email addresses of people
who were interested in joining an activist list
serve. While it is too soon to tell whether or
not anyone he emails will actually show up to
meetings, he has done something. Additionally, he’s gone up to Denver to join the occupy
protest there. It’s a small step, but Miller has
acted, and continues to act. He’s not throwing
Molotov Cocktails at the police, but we aren’t
at that point yet. Then again, when I asked him
why he wasn’t at the confrontation in Denver
he describes watching online in his Cipher article, he muttered something about homework.
Aside from a few small clashes, Occupy Wall
Street has been mostly nonviolent. There really
isn’t that much risk in going out there at this
point, aside from being cold. Even missing
class doesn’t really have to be an issue; I’m
frankly shocked that no enterprising poli-sci or
sociology major has written a venture grant to
go occupy Wall St. for a block. Still, we can’t all
be expected to leave school just to support the
first revolutionary social movement to happen
in this country in 50 years.
What we can, and should, do is stop paying
lip service to activism, to change. If you want
to call yourself an activist, be active. Once
again, the system is broken, not just flawed.
Things are not going to get better just because
we help each other out on a personal basis, or
volunteer our time at shelters and soup kitchens. Those are noble things to do, to be sure,
but at this point they’re akin to rearranging so
much antique teak on “The Titanic”. Dialogue
has its place, to be sure, but so does actually
acting.

“I am
bisexual”
“Ribbons”
Comment & Debate Columnist

“Mom… Dad… I’m bisexual.”
With that one simple sentence, I came
bounding out of the closet to a life full of
rainbows and gay unicorns. After overcoming
the greatest barrier of opposition, I was now
able to date whomever I wished with no further consequences. I could openly state that
Winona Ryder is ridiculously fine whilst still
making come-hither-eyes whenever Adrien
Brody appears on screen. Life was wonderful
and I was free of the secret I had kept hidden
since the tender age of 13. The world was
open and ready to accept me!
Or so I thought. As it turns out, being
bisexual is much harder than one would assume. Bisexuality is synonymous with indecision. It is entirely impossible for someone to
feel sexually attracted to men and women at
the same time. Being bisexual is merely the
‘“gateway identity” to becoming a lesbian. Or
perhaps it is a time when one is “experimenting”. Have you ever heard the phrase “lesbian
until graduation”? It plagues me.
Let me make it clear that I am fully aware
that people do experiment with their sexuality
at this age. I know a few people who were absolutely, irrefutably, unequivocally certain that
they were lesbians prior to sleeping with a girl.
Following this glorious experience, vaginas
were declared to be “not my kind of thing”.
I am also aware that some people are unsure
of their sexuality and so identify as bisexual
before identifying as gay or lesbian. Unfortunately, however, these anecdotal occurrences
plague the bisexual identity. In no way do I
object to the assumption that I am a lesbian
or that I am straight. I object to the amused,
knowing glint in an acquaintance’s eye when
I mention bisexuality. I object to my father
calling me “greedy”. I object to the societal
pressure to choose a side.
Perhaps this is all due to the way we like to
categorize. I am a brunette, you are a blonde.
He is a boy, she is a girl. I am straight, you are
gay. Perhaps because I am physically attracted
to men and women, I choose a more unexpected path. The fact that I may be loudly
proclaiming my undying love for John Johnson one day before lusting after Jane Janeson
the next may confuse some. How can anyone
switch gears so quickly? This scenario does
not fit into a comfortably predictable pattern.
Therefore, there must be some confusion on
the part of the bisexual. Due to our unpredictable sexualities, we must be bewildered.
I have personally encountered these views
before. They are common and they do not
offend me. I am more upset by the fact that
bisexuality is not presented as a viable lifestyle. It is considered a passing phase in one’s
development. Although this misconception
is no one’s fault, it hurts to think that I must
be wrong in the way I feel because people do
not think of bisexuality as a permanent state.
Bisexuality is the uncomfortable space in
between – it is no-man’s-land. We are caught
between heterosexuality and homosexuality;
there are similarities with both but sameness
with neither. I am unable to explain sexuality; why it happens, why some love women,
some love men and some love both. I have
no clear-cut answer – is it not different for
everybody? I can only proclaim that yes, I do
have these feelings and yes, they are for both
genders. Ultimately, people will always have
their perceptions and conceptual understandings of others’ sexualities. I do not expect
to change the immediate knee-jerk reaction
a few have when they are introduced to a
bisexual. All that I know is that as much as
I am attracted to both women and men, I
feel the pressure to “pick a side”. I feel that
my sexuality is both underrepresented and
undervalued. Due to external expectations, I
assume that I must be wrong in feeling the
way I do, and that I must be a lesbian – or
no… I must be straight – no, no… definitely
gay. Why do I have to choose? From this
point on, I refuse to feel that I am neither
gay nor straight “enough”. I will love whom I
love and forget the rest.
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Why we are so bad at being happy
Adrienne Wood
Guest Writer

People, especially Americans, are surprisingly bad at being happy. That isn’t to say we
aren’t trying. We buy cars, go to college, make
money, and get married in order to be happy.
The problem is how we go about pursuing
happiness.
Our culture and, arguably, our economy are
driven by the pursuit of happiness, yet the
majority of people are not as happy as they
would like to be. This paradox fascinates me
on both a scientific and personal level, so I
decided to explore the possible causes for my
senior thesis.
As I began to review previous research
on why people are so bad at being happy, I
found one surprising answer: perhaps we are
trying too hard.
Psychologists at the University of Denver
found that the more people value happiness
and pursue it as a goal, the less happy they
tend to be. This finding flies in the face of
common sense and many self-help books,
both of which suggest that if you are not
happy with your life, you should focus less
on work and duties and more on becoming
happy.
The research revealed that people actively
pursuing happiness continually monitor their
own emotional states to see if they are living
up to their happiness quota. When they fail
to be “happy enough” (which is most of the
time), they experience disappointment in
themselves and their lives.
This disappointment pulls their emotional
state down even further in an ironic spiral:
the more they want to be happy, the more
disappointment they will experience, and the
less happy they will be.
This phenomenon, dubbed the “valuing
happiness paradox”, can be added to a long
list of reasons people are not as happy as they
would like to be.
One notable reason is the “hedonic

treadmill”, or people’s tendency to think that
if they buy the latest iPad, then they will be
happy. People, even psychologists, are naively
blind to the fact they will quickly adjust to
the exciting Bieber-related apps and Twitter
widgets and then will have to go hunting for
the next short-lived source of happiness.
From an evolutionary perspective, people’s
ability to quickly adapt to sources of pleasure
makes sense. Evolutionary psychologists
maintain that positive emotions—such as
happiness, love, and interest—evolved to
encourage humans to explore their environments and develop new skills and resources.
If this is the case, then it makes sense evolutionarily for positive emotions to be relatively
fleeting—otherwise humans would have been

“

Evolutionary
psychologists maintain
that positive emotions
-- such as happiness,
love and interest -evolved to encourage
humans to explore
their environments and
develop their new skills
and resources.

”

too content with the status quo to invent the
wheel or the iPad 2.
Although it appears human nature is
simply not designed for long-term happiness,
we all know people who manage to exude joy
and positivity. Unless all these people have
tumors in the pleasure center of their brains,
they must be doing something that the rest of
us don’t do.
As it turns out, happiness does not require
12 steps, more money, or a magic pill. All it
takes is a little gratitude.
Besides increasing psychological well-being

and overall happiness, an appreciative outlook
is also associated with the decrease of symptoms in PTSD patients and an increased lifespan in people with AIDS/HIV. The regular
experience of gratitude increases physical
health, positive emotions, and pro-social behavior, and decreases depressive symptoms.
Amazingly, the studies that found all the
positive effects of gratitude involved nothing
more than asking subjects to make a short list
every few days of things, people, and events
for which they were grateful. Keeping one of
these “gratitude journals” is doable even on
the block plan.
For my senior thesis, I decided to see what
effects gratitude has on the valuing happiness paradox. I hoped to show that gratitude
could effectively “cancel out” the valuing happiness paradox and make happiness possible
even when a person values happiness. The
only other solution would be to convince
people that happiness is not important,
which would probably require hypnosis or a
lobotomy. Gratitude seemed simpler.
My first study was a survey that included
several scales that measured gratitude, satisfaction with life, tendency to value happiness,
and general emotional state. I found, among
other things, that a generally grateful outlook
is a better predictor of happiness than how
much a person values happiness, a discovery
that I took to be promising. However, the
survey could only reveal correlations, and
I wanted to look at the effects of gratitude
on valuing happiness, which required a true
experiment.
For my second study, I had participants
read one of two newspaper articles. The
“valuing happiness” condition was an article
extolling the importance of happiness, and
the control condition was an article about
“making good judgments”. I then asked
participants to either describe something for
which they are grateful or to describe a familiar setting, such as their dorm rooms. They
then answered questions about their current
emotional state.
I expected the brief gratitude exercise to

prevent the valuing happiness paradox from
occurring because gratitude exercises have
been effective mood enhancers in previous
studies. However, as so often happens in science, that is not what I found.
I found the people who read about the importance of happiness and did the gratitude
exercise had the worst emotional states of all

“

For my senior thesis,
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the valuing happiness
paradox and make
happiness possible even
when a person values
happiness.

”

the groups. This result was the opposite of
what I expected.
Although it will take further research to
verify my hypothesis, I believe my findings
indicate that gratitude can result in greater
happiness, but only when one is not too
focused on happiness as the end goal. So, go
ahead and keep a gratitude journal, but don’t
worry too much about whether it is making
you happy.
From a scientific perspective, my findings
are intriguing. From the perspective of a
person who actually wants to be happy, they
are disheartening.
After countless hours spent designing a
survey, gathering participants, and analyzing
data, the best advice I can give to people who
desire greater happiness is this: stop trying
so hard.

DIY experiment: red cabbage and acid…good times
Eric Wigton
Guest Writer

Have you ever seen that science experiment
where people can turn a clear liquid into one
with a wide range of vivid colors by simply
adding a mysterious substance? The explanation for this exciting demonstration is actually pretty simple and easy to do yourself. It
involves red cabbage, some rubbing alcohol,
and whatever other random substance your
mind can conjure up.
Before we launch into how to perform the
experiment, a little background information
is required to explain the science. Red cabbage, technically known as Brassica oleracea var.
capitata f. rubra, is a very healthy and nutritious
vegetable that is packed full of vitamins and
fiber. However, it also contains a very general
yet interesting group of chemicals known as
anthocyanins. These chemicals are a group
of natural colorants providing red cabbage—
along with berries, blood oranges, and many
ornamental plants—with its dark purple color.
The value of anthocyanins has been explored
in potential health effects against cancer, neurological and aging diseases, diabetes, and bacterial infection (Navindra Seeram, Journal of
Agricultural and Food Chemistry). According
to Cherepy et al. in The Journal of Physical
Chemistry, anthocyanins have also been used
in organic solar cells due to its strong light
harvesting ability.
Now a quick breath of nostalgia, bringing you back to that high school chemistry
class where your overzealous teacher mixed
together clear solutions and it was just plain
boring (except for that one demo when a
clear solution suddenly turned bright yellow
or hot pink and it was actually pretty cool.)
This color change happened because there

are certain chemicals that change color when
they are in acidic or basic conditions; these
chemicals are called pH indicators. In this
experiment, the indicators are the anthocyanins. The color of the liquid depends on how
the anthocyanins react with acids or bases
which are also present in the liquid. You can
think of acids and bases as polar opposites:
acids provide a positive reactive charge by
donating a hydrogen ion (H+), and bases
provide a negative reactive charge by donating
a hydroxide ion (OH-). The pH scale is a
method of measuring acidity (or the ratio of
H+ ions to OH- ions) that traditionally ranges
from 1 (most acidic) to 14 (most basic), with
7 being neutral. These reactive, charged atoms
or molecules react with the pH indicator, so
that the indicator reflects light differently and
therefore causes a color changes in the solution, bringing back the intense colors that may
have plagued you previously in high school.
Now that the background science has been
explained, it is time to move to the fun. The
anthocyanin compounds in red cabbage are
pH indicators that can be easily extracted…
great! All that you have to do is buy a red cabbage and cut it up into many little pieces. Dice
it really well, and then put it in some rubbing
alcohol to soak for a bit. All of those soluble
anthocyanin molecules will dissolve in the alcohol, turning the solution a deep dark purple
color at its relatively neutral state of approximately pH 7. When you add acids (like lemon
juice), the dark purple will gradually turn
hot pink and then red. To go in the opposite
direction, add a base (like lye) and the solution will change to a dark blue and then aqua
green. It is cool science before your eyes, and
a great way to test whether things are acidic
or basic. Try it out and get creative with this
simple, fun science activity. There is no telling
what is in store for cabbage-acid solutions of
visually aesthetic color shows.

A specific anthocyanin, Cyanidin, undergoing a chemical change from neutral
conditions (top) to acidic conditions (bottom). Photo by Eric Wigton

Do you love science or just have a burning sciencerelated question that you’ve always wanted answered?
Why are moths attracted to light?
Is hypnosis real and how does it
work?
What is quantum mechanics exactly?
Consider being a writer for the
science section or just contribute
ideas for articles. We’d love to
hear from you!
copyright. Original Artist Reproduction rights
obtainable from www.CartoonStock.com
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A freshman’s guide to Arapahoe Basin
Not your average Summit County resort
Will Brown
Guest Writer

On a typical sunny afternoon, especially in the
spring, take a look around the parking lot at
one of the nearby ski resorts along I-70. Do
you see various lawn chair circles, dance parties,
numerous barbecue pits, dogs, pickup Frisbee
games, and the occasional guy in a tutu? Probably not.
A-Bay, A-Basin, The Bay, A-Babay. Whatever
name your circle of riding buddies has given
it, Arapahoe Basin fits a mold that’s a little different than the other resorts in Summit County,
Colorado. For many people (CC students
included) that’s perfectly all right.
To a guy sitting in New Jersey, it might not
be the most famous or well-known resort in
Colorado, but the social scene at A-basin is
unquestionably awesome and the skiing is every
bit as good. “The Beach”, the prime real-estate
strip [of parking lot] abutting the base of the
mountain, is a huge component of the area’s
identity. If it’s your first year at CC, remember
this event come April: Burgers on the Beach.

It’s what A-Ba’s beach scene is all about.
More than the fun-loving après ski (and
sometimes mid-ski) activities, the laid-back vibe
of the resort makes for a great day on the hill.
The food is good, the guys in the rental shop
are happy to let you use their Pozidriv to adjust
your bindings, and all the lifties play music.
Note to all resorts: this is the way it should be.
While its neighboring resorts can often feel
overwhelmingly huge or crowded on a given
weekend, A-Basin offers the ultimate “locals’
vibe.” The lifts aren’t the fastest, the runs aren’t
the longest, but you’ll feel like you’ve been
there every weekend for the last 20 years, even
if it’s your first.
A day at Arapahoe means more than hanging out with friends in a cathedral-like basin
on the Continental Divide. Having recently
expanded its terrain coverage by 80 percent to
include Montezuma Bowl, A-Basin provides a
terrain type for everyone. Take some cruisers
on Norway-Face, run a few park laps, drop
into Montezuma for some full-throttle turns
before dipping into gladded trees, hike up the
East Wall and take your pick from a number

of steep chutes, or head over to Pallavicini for
tighter trees and some air. Arapahoe Basin may
not be huge, but it has it all, and everything is
extremely accessible.
Located just on the south side of Loveland
Pass (which offers some slack-country opportunities of its own), with the majority of
the mountain on a northerly aspect, A-Basin’s
snowpack is very reliable. The area usually
claims one of the longest ski seasons in North
America, typically from mid Oct. to June and
running as late as Memorial Day (sometimes,
even the Fourth of July). What does all this
mean? You can spend second block break
shredding some pre-Halloween groomers or
eighth block weekends zippering slush bumps.
In between, during peak season 2011/2012,
you’re practically guaranteed to get some nice
pow days under your belt. Thank you La Niña.
Getting to A-Basin isn’t tough. Take Hwy
24 from the Springs to Harstel before heading
north on CO 9 through Breckenridge. Then
jump on Swan Mountain Road (Co Rd 1)
before you reach Frisco. Take a right on Hwy 6,
and you’re in the A-Basin parking lot in about

ten minutes. The travel time is about the same
as taking I-25 to I-70, though it’s a much more
scenic drive (plus you’ll avoid any Denver traffic and the risk of getting stuck on the wrong
side of Loveland pass on a powder day).
For a pre-ski breakfast stop, hit up Woodland
Park’s Doughnut Mill. If a sugary bear claw
isn’t your thing at 7 a.m. and you’re looking
for more of a carbohyrdrate hit, they’ve got
premade breakfast burritos smothered in gravy
for about $3.50.
When it comes to skiing in Summit Country
there are choices to be made about where
you’ll ride. If you’re in to the big-resort scene
complete with gondolas & night skiing, the
region certainly offers it. But, if you’re looking
for an experience in which the primary objective is to ride and to have a really good time,
(often in classic CC flair and spandex style)
don’t overlook Arapahoe Basin. You might call
it the best-kept skiing secret in Summit Co.,
that isn’t really a secret at all.
Will Brown is a contributing editor at Blister
Gear Review (blistergearreview.com).

New water polo season set to make a splash
Carrie Markel
Staff Writer

We all remember when our Colorado College
men’s football team, women’s softball team,
and women’s water polo team were cut, but
the lack of three varsity teams on campus has
yet to dampen CC’s athletic spirit, especially
after the emergence of a club water polo team
in 2009. Since then, the team has grown to
become the co-ed, 25-member squad preparing for its 2011-12 season, kicking off this
weekend at home.
On Saturday and Sunday, CC will play host
to a water polo tournament at Schlessman
Natatorium, welcoming Air Force, DU, Fort
Collins, and Boulder. On Saturday, the CC
team will play at 7 p.m. and 8:30 pm. Depending on Saturday’s results, the CC team will then
play Sunday between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. These
will be some of the most exciting water polo

matches to attend because it is likely the only
co-ed tournament of the year.
While the men and women practice together
year-round every Sunday from 3-5 p.m. and
often compete co-ed the first semester, only
the women will go on to compete as a club
team in the spring. Especially for the women,
co-ed practices offer the chance to train with
men who can sprint, throw, and shoot at a
higher level than many of the women they will
later face in matches, creating an ideal work-out
environment.
This is not to say that the men will not
have their glory as well. Senior Captain Malia
Vitousek remarked that the men will have an
equal opportunity to compete at a high level
this weekend. “The men on the team are very
talented and I know they want a chance to
prove it in a real game, not just an inter-squad
scrimmage where they often get yelled at for
shooting too much,” said Vitousek. “This
tournament is their opportunity to compete at

full-strength.”
Vitousek is certainly no stranger to fullstrength, intense water polo matches, as she
hails from Hawaii and comes in to this season
with eight years of water polo experience
under her belt. The Hawaiian native played in
high school and later on the DIII varsity team
at CC before it was cut. Since then, she has
been instrumental in maintaining water polo’s
presence on campus: she recruits, coaches
practices, and encourages high levels of athleticism while simultaneously creating a laid-back
environment for the team.
In fact, a handful of players had never played
water polo before joining the team, both this
year and in previous years. Yet, it only takes
dedication and hard work in practice for many
of these rookies to become starters, said
Vitousek. While swimming ability certainly
helps a rookie adjust more quickly to the sport,
Vitousek claims the best players are those
who know how to be aggressive while staying

aware of the entire playing field at the same
time. “Water polo is ferocious sport,” Vitousek
asserted. “It’s as if you put rugby or football
underwater; you’re fighting for the ball and to
stay afloat and the referees can’t see anything.”
For the new members on the team, this
weekend’s tournament provides ample opportunity to learn from talented players as well as
get their bearings for the long season yet ahead.
Vitousek has set the team’s goals high, already
predicting a win in this weekend’s tournament
and a shot at the women’s club water polo
national tournament. “Looking at our results
from last year, and all of the talented new
freshman we have, I really believe we can make
it to nationals this year. We were close last year
and we’ve only gotten better and stronger and
faster as a team,” Vitousek reported confidently.
While the women wait for the pending spring
schedule, this weekend gives the team a chance
to improve their skills and prepare for what
should be a winning season.

Building from already-talented members, who placed well in last year’s competition, the CC water polo team has high hopes for the 2011-12 season. Last year’s team is pictured
above at a tournament in Arizona. Photo courtesy of the CC Athletic Department.
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Seven steps to the FUCC bus
Jesse Paul
Staff Writer

Laurie Laker

Every weekend in the winter, scores of CC
students wake up early to pile onto the Freeriders Union of Colorado College (FUCC) bus
that takes them to one of the infamous Rocky
Mountain ski resorts that lie just a few hours
away. However, many do not realize the intricacies of riding the bus and the routines that it
entails. There are many key steps to preparing
yourself for the journey that can make the trip
much easier and more enjoyable. Here they are:
Step 1: Sign Up
During the first few weekends of the ski
season, a spot on the FUCC bus is as coveted
as fossilized dinosaur poop. Spots usually fill
up within an hour of sign ups, which begin at
noon on the Wednesday before the weekend.
It is crucial that you get to the sign ups, which
happen at the Worner desk, at least 15 minutes
before they open so you can get in line.

“
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FUCC bus is as coveted
as fossilized dinosaur
poop. Spots usually fill
up within an hour of
sign ups, which begin at
noon on the Wednesday
before the weekend. It
is crucial that you get
to the sign ups...at least
15 minutes before they
open so you can get in
line.

Staff Writer

With a long and distinguished history of
battles and bruises, rugby has really taken
off in the U.S. in the recent years. The USA
Eagles’ rise to international prominence has
helped considerably. The national side’s brave
and courageous performances have earned
plaudits from the great traditional powers of
the game. Rugby is on the rise all across the
country; college students are some of the
most eager participants. CC is no different,
with both men’s and women’s club rugby
sides available for students who wish to get
acquainted with “the hooligan’s game played
by gentlemen.”

Sophomore Jesse Paul shows off his steeze

works), and everything else. Do not forget to
pack things the night before.
It is always a good idea to charge your iPod,
cell phone, GoPro, etc. Everyone and anyone
who has ridden the FUCC bus will tell you
that running out of power on your Crackberry
when you’re looking for a lost friend on the
mountain is worse than Meatless Mondays at
Rastall.
Finally, put some Advil in your backpack
(those of you who will need it will know why)
and grab a DVD unless you want to watch
Meet the Browns, The Hills Have Eyes, or the
Devil Wears Prada.
Step 3: Waking Up
This is the most difficult part of the FUCC
bus process. You will not be happy when you
wake up, but you must do it because there are
hundreds of acres of snow just waiting to be
skied. I recommend listening to Tom Petty’s
“Won’t Back Down” for early morning motivation.
I always like to take a quick shower before
If, for some reason, you can’t make it then,
I sit on the bus for a few hours, but this is a
you should have a friend get there early and
personal choice. Everyone will agree that some
sign up for you. You must have $15 in cash or
form of nourishment, whether it be a Cliff Bar
on your gold card for each person riding the
or a Pop Tart, is probably a good idea.
bus each day. That means if you want to ride
Since you will either still be drunk or severely
the bus both days, you must have $30.
hung over, you might want to chug a Nalgene
Do not come short handed because you will
full of water. This will subdue your headache
not be able to sign up. IOUs written on napand make you feel a little better than you did
kins from Benji’s will not work, believe me. The
the morning after Drag Ball.
line is usually pretty vicious, so be prepared for
If you are at all nauseous I recommend
some pushing, shoving and yelling.
either taking care of that before you get on the
Step 2: The Night Before
bus or having a ready supply of Dramamine.
This is probably the most important step in
You do not want to be the kid throwing up in
the whole FUCC bus process, so listen carethe front while everyone watches. People don’t
fully.
forget that kind of thing.
The night before you go skiing, make sure
Most importantly, bring a bottle of water
that you set at least two alarms. The bus tradibecause you don’t want to ski dehydrated.
tionally leaves at 7 a.m. and you are supposed
Step 4: Getting on the Bus
to be there by 6:45. I am a little bit of a worrier,
The FUCC bus leaves from south Worner
so I tend to wake up at 6:15 for the bus. Set
on Cache La Poudre Street, so that is where
your alarms accordingly.
you need to be ready to board. If you can, put
Make sure that you pack up all of your gear
your skis/board in the smaller compartment
before you inevitably go out partying. That
under the bus and on top of everyone else’s
means skis, helmet, boots, boards, jackets,
so you can access it first when you get to the
gloves, socks, your Vail resorts pass (the bus
mountain. Do not bring a ski/board bag; you
always goes to a resort where your Epic pass
will look like an idiot.

”

Cutting rugs:
CC Men’s
Rugby

When you get on the bus, it is important to
choose a seat close to the front and away from
that annoying kid down the hall that likes to
talk a lot. You will want to sleep during the bus
ride, and sitting towards the front means less
motion sickness and quicker access to the lifts
once you arrive.
Make sure you sign in with whoever is running the bus that day. On every trip up there
will be FUCC student representatives with a list
on it and it makes their job a lot easier if you
tell them who you are when you get on.
IMPORTANT NOTE: If you didn’t get a
spot on the sign-ups on Wed., there is a chance
you can still get on the bus on the weekend.
A lot of times, people will be too hung over
or drunk to go skiing and just won’t show up.
Bring $15 and your gear and if there is room,
the FUCC rep. will let you on. It’s like having a
second birthday.
Step 5: The Ride
The first thing to know about the bus is that
there is no bathroom. For whatever reason,
CC does not choose buses with bathrooms for
the short ride up to the mountain. Thus, plan
accordingly.
There is usually one stop in Fairplay at a gas
station on the way to the mountain for people
who need to use the bathroom or stop for
snacks. The stop can be disastrous if people
take too long because you end up sitting there
for an hour. If you can, avoid getting off the
bus at all costs and tell your buddies to do the
same.
My final recommendation for the ride is
sleep. You will want to be well rested, sober,
and excited when you reach the mountain.
Shredding drunk is never a good thing.
Step 6: The Mountain
Especially in the early season, you will want
to get to the lifts as soon as you can. One thing
that helps is getting your gear on as you pull
into whichever ski town/resort you are going
to. I usually have my boots on, buckled and
ready to go before the bus stops.
Be sure to thank the driver and the FUCC
rep. as you get off the bus.
When the FUCC rep. says get back to the
bus at 3:30 p.m., which is the normal meeting time, listen to them. You SHOULD NOT
show up at 4 p.m., smiling and apologizing. If
you need to return skis, do so early so that you
don’t hold everyone up. People will hate you
if you’re late. Besides, any later than 4 and you
will miss Rastall dinner.
Step 7: The Ride Home
Sleep. You probably won’t be able to stay
awake anyway because you’ll have skied so hard
your legs will feel like Jell-O. Don’t be alarmed,
this is a good thing.
Be sure to thank the driver and the FUCC
rep. as you get off the bus.
When you get back to CC, get off the bus as
quickly as you can so that you don’t miss the
tail end of Rastall dinner. There is nothing better than five plates of college food to top off a
long day of skiing.
If you follow these seven simple steps to
the FUCC bus, you really can’t go wrong. Just
remember that a day of skiing/riding is better
than anything else in the world. In the words
of the late C.R. Johnson, “The thrill I get from
skiing - that’s worth dying for.”

“

   Rugby is on the rise
all across the country,
college students are
some of the most eager
participants.
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Both programs have shown marked improvements in recent seasons, and this year
offers a particularly bright light for the future
of CC rugby – the men’s club team is going
to the NSCRO (National Small College Rugby
Organization) National Playoffs in Wayne,
Nebraska. With expert assistance from volunteer coaches Scott Mears and Amy Rusert
(community members who donate hundreds
of hours of their time to the program), the
CC men’s side has “rapidly improved over the
last six years” says senior team-member and
president Edward Moe.
Their appearance at the first round of
national playoffs marks the developing
consistency that the CC men’s side has begun
to show over the last few years. Before the
beginning of the season, when the pre-season
rankings were published on Sep. 12, CC was
ranked number 16 out of 156 teams within
the entire NSCRO – the only team in the top
25 from the Eastern Rockies division. This
is the second consecutive year that the team
has made the national playoffs, and these two
times are the only such times they’ve reached
this stage of the season before.
Regarding their upcoming matches in the
national playoffs, CC first faces South Dakota
State, a team of “big old corn-fed bastards” as
Moe described them, South Dakota State was
the runner up from the Great Plains regional
division. Their first playoff match takes place
in Wayne, Nebraska this Sat.
While the South Dakota State team was not
ranked in the top 25 pre-season, the CC side
is taking nothing for granted.
“We’ve been training hard for this,” said Moe.
“We’ve had three practices per week, as well
as four games.– Actually, this week, we’ll be
practicing every day, with an additional morning conditioning session.”
The team has also faced adversity this year;
many players have been ravaged by repeated
injuries. “There have been so many players
getting hurt this year,” added Moe.
However there are bright spots all across
the program. “Our freshmen and sophomores
represent maybe two-thirds of our team this
year, and they bring a whole new level of
athleticism and dedication,” exclaimed Moe.
“What this means is that next year, and the
one after that, the team should continue to
improve dramatically, as these athletes become
more familiar with the game.”
“The team is extremely grateful to club
sports for their generous financial support.
They really made this trip possible,” says Moe.
“We’re excited to go represent CC at this game,
and we look forward to doing the black and
yellow proud.”
So, CC marches onto Nebraska this weekend to take on those “corn-fed bastards” of
South Dakota State. I hope you’ll join me
in wishing them every success. Given the
dramatic rise in prominence and ability of
the side in recent years, I wouldn’t bet against
them. “I think that if we maintain our effective play style, and shore up a few things on
offense we can stand up to anyone,” said Moe.
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