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Tiefenthaler reigns
in new presidency
Lizzie Schoder

J

Features Editor

ill Tiefenthaler, Colorado College’s 13th president, has a full agenda, but starts her morning
in her usual fashion, by dropping her kids, Olivia,
12, and Owen, 10, off at school.
The road from her former post as provost
of Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, to CC, has been a whirlwind of
familiarizing herself with a new community and
establishing goals for the coming year.
In July, the Tiefenthalers took a family vacation to Glenwood Springs, enjoying the beautiful
Colorado outdoors while rafting, kayaking, and
fishing. She and her husband, Kevin Rask, a
research professor at CC, are enjoying what she
calls “the adventure spirit of the West,” as well
as the proximity of their new home to campus
and downtown Colorado Springs. Her kids can
often be found playing in their new backyard,
Monument Park. “My kids are in love with the
dirt mounds,” she says of their new playground.
continued on page 4
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hiny silver chairs, bright lights and the
most efficient dishwasher in the state are
just some of the changes that have graced the
Worner Center at CC since classes ended in May.
With the help of Bon Appetit, GH Phipps
Construction Co., architects at Shepley Bulfinch,
faculty, staff and students at CC, the Worner
Center was renovated in roughly 80 days in order
to better serve the community.
The contract Bon Appetit signed with
Colorado College in 2008 included a provision
of $3 million from the food service provider to
renovate the dining facilities. In the fall of 2008,
the students, faculty, staff and Bon Appetit
employees sat down weekly to discuss the best
possible improvements for the facilities.
“Bon Appetit was committed to creating a
place students enjoyed and wanted to be,” said
Beth Gentry, general manager for Bon Appetit.
“This is like going to your own home,” she said.
She wanted students to feel comfortable and to
be able to see where in the dining facilities their
food was coming from. That change was part of
the reason for the openness of the new Rastall
Cafe.
Will Wise, project manager for the process,
said that there was a committee of students,
faculty and staff that chose the architects they

thought would best design the space. Students
had ideas about what they wanted in terms of
design, space and function, and the architects
were chosen because everyone believed that they
would best fulfill these desires.
Community space was an important part of
the renovations, according to Gentry. In the
evenings, East Rastall will be open for students
to study even after the cafe is closed and the
doors to the food areaare locked. Benji’s dining
area will be open in the morning for students

Above: Rachel Vitale and Roxanne Tutchton enjoy lunch in newly reopened Rastall Cafe.

to gather. Gentry added that even though the
tables in the gathering area in Worner are missing now, they will be replaced.
There is a completely new kitchen in Rastall,
designed for optimal sustainability and functionality, there are changes to the dining areas
in Rastall Cafe and Benji’s, two new conference
rooms in Worner Center, a new space for Colorado Coffee, and other major environmental and
aesthetic changes.
continued on page 2
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State of the Rockies releases 2011 Report Card
Brett Bustos
Staff Writer

The week of April 4, Colorado College held
its annual State of the Rockies Project Spring
Conference. The conference entailed three
nights of speakers, movies and the unveiling of
the 2011 Report Card, a comprehensive statement on the condition of the Rocky Mountains
across the eight states the mountain range
covers.
On April 4, a large group of mostly community members filled Armstrong Theater for
the first night of the conference. The night
began when Russell Clarke, program coordinator for State of the Rockies, discussed the role
the Rockies play in CC’s identity and operations. Clarke sees it as vital to have “ties to our
backyard,” and noted that CC’s new mission
statement mentions the Rockies. With 29.7
percent of students coming from the Rockies
and about 40 percent staying in the region
after college, it is no wonder CC included the
“adventurous spirit of the Rocky Mountain
West” in its mission statement. “It is the draw
of the Rockies that keeps people from leaving,”
said Clarke.
Anna Johnson, a student who worked on the
project, briefly presented the first part of this
year’s report card, which serves as a comprehensive statement on the challenges and
controversies facing the eight Rocky Mountain
states: Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming.
The report card focuses on issues facing the
Rocky Mountain communities, including economic changes, energy opportunities, habitat
conservation, cultural development and civic
engagement. The first report card was released
at the 2004 conference, just one year after the
first conference was held in 2003.
Former President Celeste was then introduced and thanked for his support of the
project and his efforts to integrate the State of
the Rockies project into Vision 2010. Celeste
presented the “Champions of the Rockies”
award to Terry Tempest Williams, author, conservationist and advocate of free speech.
Williams spoke on the ties that Westerners
share with the Rockies. “Each of us can trace
our histories in the American West and find
that gold thread that binds us together,” she
said. After reading some of her poetry, Williams discussed issues specific to the Rocky
Mountains, citing the difficulty in focusing
efforts and causes given the large, diverse
area that the Rockies cover. She also briefly
discussed the oil and gas industries, which she
addresses in many of her writings. In her latest
book, Williams calls attention to environmental
degradation, which she called a form of terrorism. Williams’ speech was met with a standing
ovation from the crowd.
On Tuesday, the conference was moved to
Cornerstone’s south theater where the main
speaker was Mike Kaplan, CEO of Aspen Skiing Company. The evening started with a brief
overview of the recreation section of the 2011
Report Card. CC student Emil Dimantchev
spoke on the important role recreation and
tourism play in the economic structure of
many Rocky Mountain communities. Recreation and tourism provide many jobs in the
area, employing 1.4 million people. “Preserving the Rockies is vital to the economy of this
area and marinating areas for recreation,” said
Dimantchev.
Kaplan started his career teaching at Aspen’s
ski and snowboarding school and worked
his way up to become CEO of Aspen Skiing
Company.
Kaplan spoke on initiatives that his company
has taken toward sustainability and preserving
the Rocky Mountains. He started his speech
by showing the short video “Generations,”
produced by North Face, which highlights the
importance of being environmentally conscience to prevent snow from disappearing, not
only for recreational purposes but ecological
and economic reasons as well.
As a businessman, Kaplan sees the necessity to make sustainability profitable. “It is our
job as corporate citizens to remain financially

sustainable as a well as environmentally sustainable,” he said. For the past few years, the CFO
and the Vice President of Sustainability have
been working closely together at Aspen Skiing
Company to ensure sustainability in both areas.
For example, the company has put forth many
initiatives to meet their goal of being carbon
neutral by 2020 and has recently changed
to serving only locally raised, grass fed, and
free-range beef in the kitchens and restaurants.
“Not only is it healthier for the individual, but
it also better serves the environment, supports
local ranchers and it is a good marketing tool,”
said Kaplan.
The company has also spent two years
studying renewable energy options, not without
some obstacles. One site that they tested for
its potential wind energy opportunities proved
to be too turbulent for energy generation. “We
found it to be too windy at the site, which in
some ways is best. Renewable energy can have
some negative effects,” said Kaplan. “It causes
a lot of destruction to the surrounding area to install and maintain a wind
turbine. And I would hate to see such a
beautiful site be ruined.”
In addition to wind energy, the company is looking to hydropower as a viable
option, although there is a possibility that
this will dry up creeks that people enjoy
for recreational and aesthetic purposes.
The company is also looking to possibly
capitalize on existing mines in Colorado
as a renewable energy source by using
the method of methane gas recapture.
Wednesday night’s focus was on the
Eastern plains that border the Rocky
Mountains. The night started with a brief
overview of the Report Card findings on
the Eastern plains of the Rocky Mountain states, followed by the National Geographic movie “American Serengeti.” The
movie chronicled the efforts of various
scientists and organizations, including the
World Wildlife Fund (WWF), to preserve
and restore the American prairie to the
state it was in when explorers Lewis and
Clark passed through.
Martha Kauffman, Managing Director
of the Northern Great Plains Program
of the WWF, spoke on her efforts to
preserve the habitat and wildlife of
the American Prairie while also creating a useable and enjoyable area for
people. The Northern Great Plains,
which stretch across five states and two
Canadian provinces, is one of the WWF’s
19 priority areas because of its great
biodiversity and fragile habitat. Currently,
the biggest threat to the area is the plowing of the prairie for farmland: 25 million
acres have been plowed largely for crops
and for bio-fuels. In addition, livestock
management and habitat fragmentation
pose a significant threat. To help prevent
complete environmental degradation, the

WWF has taken on several projects, including land purchasing and the expansion of
private lands, stream restoration and several
long-term studies and reintroduction programs
for some of the threatened species in the area.
Most notably, the WWF has initiated a bison
repopulation program that has been quite
successful. Efforts have also been focused on
pronghorn migration studies, and studies on
cougars, black-footed ferrets and swift foxes,
all of which are threatened species.
Kauffman was followed by Dick Dolan,
Managing Director of the American Prairie Foundation (APF), who spoke on the
development of a multi-million acre grassland
reserve in northeastern Montana. The APF
has been focusing on this specific area within
the American Plains, buying up private land
to add acreage to the protected lands already
in existence. The foundation hopes to build
the wildlife reserve to help protect species like

buffalo as well as provide economic benefits
to the area through tourism. The foundation
has already implicated programs to create
campgrounds, easy access hunting areas and
specific sites for bird watchers. Thus far, the
foundation has contributed $19.39 million to
the local economy.
The efforts of the APF, WWF, Aspen Skiing
Company and Terry Tempest Williams are all
about both utilizing and preserving the natural
habitat that has makes the American West what
it is. Professor Hecox made a comment on the
first night of the conference that speaks well
to the efforts of the entire State of the Rockies
Project and even the goal of CC: “We still are
in many ways ‘out West.’ Rugged and individual,
and that’s how we want to keep it.”
This story was originally published in the Catalyst
on April 8, 2011.

Martha Kauffman presents on the Northern Great Plains Program at the last evening
of the 2011 State of the Rockies Spring Conference. Photo by Ben Mackall

Worner renovations continued
continued from page 1

“I think it turned out very well,” Wise said.
“The last time this building was renovated was
when Worner Center was added to Rastall in
1988.”
The changes to Worner Center cost about
$9 million. According to Wise, the additional
money beyond Bon Appetit’s $3 million contribution came from the capital improvement
pool for buildings at CC.
The environment was a big concern in the
building process. The air handler units for
heat and cooling have been replaced and are
highly efficient. There are solar panels on

the roof, the lighting has been replaced, the
fixtures in the bathrooms have been replaced
to save water and the dishwasher is the most
efficient in Colorado.
Robert Moore, Vice President of Finance
and Administration at CC, was pleased that
the project turned out the way it did with such
a short time frame for construction. The project began at noon on May 23 and Rastall Café
was ready to serve students on Aug. 26.
While the majority of the funding went into
improvements in sustainability and large-scale
changes, there were definitely changes made
to the appearance of Worner, as well. Several
changes were implemented to make the look
more modern, such as shiny silver chairs in
Benji’s and cube-shaped plates and bowls in

Rastall.
“I actually don’t really like it as much as the
way it was before - it has more of a cafeteria
feel,” said senior Esteban Guerrero. “It’s
more open but more sterile.”
It may take time to adjust to and appreciate
the changes, but Gentry encouraged students
to give feedback. She wants everyone to love
it and feel at home.
“The more feedback we can get, the better,”
she said.

September 10, 2011 														
News

3

Putting the fridge in the foyer: new

website’s look sparks controversy
Kate Hoffman
Guest Writer

First impressions are very important. As
cliché as that may sound, it’s true. So what
kind of an impression is Colorado College
looking to send out to those who browse its
new website?
That’s a good question.

“

It doesn’t look very
academic,” said the
untenured professor of
the final design prior to
the site’s launch. “The
idea is to highlight our
uniqueness - but to what
cost?” he said, adding,
“When you go with
something trendy like
this it’s outdated and
unpopular before it even
comes out.

”

“This is the face that we show the world,”
said Scott Johnson, an art professor here at
CC.
And he’s right.
Prospective students, parents of prospective students, current students, alumni,
professors and countless other people visit
CC’s website every day, looking for specific information about our college’s majors, classes,
events, etc. The home page of a website can
tell a lot about the school, consequently af-

fecting the perceptions of those who visit it.
“We really wanted a look that was this timeless piece that really promoted a very serious
academic institution,” said Luke Urban, a
junior at CC. Urban, along with Johnson, was
a member of the Design Review Board, which
was loosely involved in the web redesign
process.
The web redesign process started last summer, as those involved selected the Oakland,
California based White Whale Web Services
to create the new CC website. There were a
number of conferences and open forums held
throughout the design process, and, according
to Urban, White Whale was very transparent
throughout the process.
Despite all this effort, however, the faculty
was not very involved, says an untenured
professor who asked to remain nameless.
According to him, it would have been nice to
have more faculty and staff involvement, past
simply putting announcements on the Faculty
Listserv. But, he admitted, “they’ve catered to
us as much as possible.”
The new site is very different from the
previous model. It has an indie, 500 Days of
Summer feel, with lots of artsy pictures and
bright colors. It’s a very creative, modern
design.
“It doesn’t look very academic,” said the
untenured professor of the final design prior
to the site’s launch. “The idea is to highlight
our uniqueness - but to what cost?” he said,
adding, “When you go with something trendy
like this it’s outdated and unpopular before it
even comes out.”
Scott Johnson expressed similar sentiments.
It looks like a refrigerator door, he said, and
you don’t put your fridge in your foyer for
everyone to see. If the website is a piece of
architecture, then the main page is the entry.

And, once again, it is what impacts the first
impression that those who visit the site will
develop.

“

The new site is very
different from the
previous model. It
has an indie, 500 Days
of Summer feel, with
lots of artsy pictures and
bright colors. It’s a very
creative, modern design.

”

“The more a design approaches timelessness, the better,” said Johnson, who added
that he would like to “radically streamline
the main page.” An art professor at CC, Johnson is very concerned with the aesthetics of
the website, expressing concern that there are
so many visual stimulants that it can be disorienting and somewhat overwhelming. He also
said he felt the feel was not academic enough,
echoing similar opinions mentioned earlier.
“When there are kids just browsing schools,
and they go on that website, yeah, they’ll think
CC is a fun place where kids have a great time,
but is that really what we’re all about?” said
Urban, separately reiterating the same point.
Urban, who has worked on helping to
design new websites for a couple of other CC
committees, was also concerned with some
of the visual aspects of the site. He expressed
concern that there is not a very strong
relationship between the text and the visuals;
conflicting pictures and words can be overwhelming, and make it difficult to navigate the
website. Johnson expanded on that sentiment,

expressing concern with “how cluttered and
informal” the design is. It is very important to
have an entry with composition, layout, and a
non-conflicting relationship between the text
and the images, he added.
“You can never make everyone happy,”
Urban lamented, but ideally he would like
to see a more timeless design. According to
Urban, a great example of a college website
is Harvard’s website - it has a very simple
design, and has just one picture in the center
of a part of the campus. This makes it much
easier to navigate, and, in Urban’s opinion, it
promotes Harvard as the sophisticated and
serious academic institution that it is.
Is the new website sending out the impression that we, as members of the Colorado
College community, want to impart on those
who are learning about our school?
We all chose CC for different reasons
- for the block plan, for the location, for the
student, faculty and staff population, to name
a few - and the CC student body as a whole
is very fun-loving, intelligent and active. Thus,
a website that only highlights some of the
greatness that CC has to offer - the fun-loving
part, or the block plan, for example - will not
paint a full picture of all that makes up the
CC experience.
Coloradocollege.edu is not just a website. It
is a piece of architecture. It is a glimpse into
the “Unique Intellectual Adventure” that CC
provides, so it is important that prospective
students and parents who are contemplating
embarking on that adventure are allowed an
accurate portrayal of life as a CC student.
This story was originally published in The Catalyst
on May 17, 2011.
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In sickness & in health: Examining medical marijuana use
Kiki Lenihan
Guest Writer

Medicinal marijuana dispensaries in Colorado
Springs are popping up like, well, cannabis. According to the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment, out of the 120,000
registered medicinal marijuana users and over
1,000 dispensaries in Colorado, there are about
6,000 users and over 100 dispensaries in the Colorado Springs area. However quickly this young
cash calf is growing, CC students, although
completely supportive of marijuana use, are not
taking advantage of the growing marijuana calf.
Many students are either too lazy to go through
the processes or fear the feds knowing they
use medicinal marijuana. Ruego Leon, a senior
history and political science major at Colorado
College, dabbled in the medicinal marijuana
world two years ago during his sophomore year
of college.
Leon, a native Mainer, suffers from Crohn’s
disease, a gastro-intestinal disorder that causes
stomach discomfort and nausea. “Weed helps
stimulate my appetite and reduces nausea,”
Leon claimed. He admits that before deciding
to get a medicinal marijuana—MMJ—card, he
was never much of a smoker but had always
joked with his friends that he could be possibly
smoke marijuana legally if he ever decided to
visit a doctor. Leon also acknowledges that his
real motive to get a card was more of a “social
accessory that could also help balance out all the
shit my intestines had put me through over the
years.” Social progression is an exciting motive
for many students to attempt to obtain a MMJ
card and Leon was no different.
Not knowing what to expect, Leon searched
Google for a nearby clinic that would be able to
give him the prescription he needed for medicinal marijuana. That is when Leon discovered
The Hemp and Cannabis Foundation in Denver,
Colorado. Cleverly acronym-ed THC, Leon
claims that the receptionist sounded professional and knowledgeable so he made an appointment and cruised up to Denver a few days later.
Once he arrived there were no signs, greetings,
or instructions telling the customers where
to go. Leon walked through a Panera to an
upstairs temporary office building where with
help from a fellow patient he was able to finally
reach THC.
“Like all drug dealers, [THC] only took cash,”
Leon stated with a laugh, comparing the legal
establishment to small-time drug dealers on
the college campus. “My examination lasted
around 15 minutes and was comprised of pretty
standard questions. ‘What are your symptoms?
How often do they occur? Have you used marijuana before to relieve your pain? How often do
you smoke marijuana? Do you have any other
ailments that marijuana could negatively affect
you – heart issues, high blood pressure, asthma,
chronic breathing problems?’” Leon promptly
answered all of the questions and the doctor
deemed him fit to become a MMJ recipient and
gave him information about who to contact to
get some marijuana that very day.
Leon jumped straight into the MMJ world;
he also became a MMJ card carrier in his home
state of Maine where he found the card to be
a lot more useful than in Colorado because
of lack of accessibility and quality of weed in
Maine. “I let my [Colorado] card expire because
I could still get good weed on campus and didn’t
really want to pay to get another recommendation,” Leon stated bluntly. It is a lot easier for
continued from page 1
Prior to her time at Wake Forest, Tiefenthaler taught economics at Colgate University in
Hamilton, New York, since 1991. From her
position as the chair of the economics department, she became the associate dean of
faculty from 2003 to 2006. A true academic
at heart, Tiefenthaler’s research focuses
on labor and family economics, especially
concerning issues of divorce, custody and
domestic violence. Her research has taken
her to the Philippines and Sao Paulo, Brazil, where her husband is from, to study
women’s labor forces. Tiefenthaler always
thought she would return to academia, but
became interested with the “internal” leadership needed in administrative positions.
A member of the Madison County Priori-

many students to obtain cannabis illegally, which
turns out to be cheaper for many and much less
of a hassle. Legally or illegally, Leon praises
marijuana and how it helps him deal with
Crohn’s disease. “Oh, it definitely helps. When
I’m not hungry but haven’t eaten all day, I’ll take
a couple hits and I’m just golden, you know. Just
got to eat,” he said.
On the other side of the spectrum, another
CC student who preferred to remain anonymous fears being put on some type of state
or federal list of all MMJ users. The student
considered the possibility of legally smoking
and purchasing marijuana to help him deal
with chronic back pain. “I knew I could get it
if I wanted to,” he explained, “but I ultimately
decided against it because I did not want the
government to directly know that I’m smoking
weed.”
The fear of the federal government knowing about students’ activities is enough to steer
many students away from attempting to obtain
a MMJ card. “My friends and I have definitely
considered getting cards for one reason or another. But at the end of the day, it’s really easy
to get good quality bud for a good price illegally
from drug dealers on campus and even though
it is still illegal, I can sleep better knowing that
the government doesn’t have me on some list as
a pot smoker,” he stated.
Mark Salley, the Communications Director at
the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment, could not disagree more. Salley
says that the state does have a running list on
all registered medical marijuana users for the
state of Colorado but it is completely confidential and only accessible to law enforcement
officials if applicable. Salley also said, “If your
registry card expires, you will be taken off of
this list.” Therefore the fear of being tracked
or blacklisted by the federal government has
become a common misconception of paranoid
CC students.
The mentality of dispensary owners and
workers is that marijuana is the answer for many
diseases, such as those that involve chronic pain
or nausea/lack of appetite such as cerebral
palsy, cancer, HIV and AIDS, and glaucoma.
However, many are trying to expand medicinal
marijuana to be a diagnostic for chronic depression, Parkinson’s disease, asthma, and anxiety
disorders, while the Food & Drug Administration and American Medical Association recently
denied MMJ legalization to patients suffering
from these diseases. Lopez believes that agencies such as the FDA and AMA are not doing
enough to research about the positive effects of
marijuana.
Amendment 20 of the Colorado constitution legalized medicinal marijuana throughout
Colorado in November 2000. According to
the amendment, it legalizes “medical use of
marijuana for persons suffering from debilitating medical condition.” MMJ use did not
explode until 2009 according to the Department
of Public Health and Environment. Since 2009,
dozens of dispensaries have been appearing in
Colorado Springs.
As Luke Bonow, co-owner of Altitude
Organic Medicine (also located in Old Colorado
City) claimed, “We opened May 2010, so I guess
we are still technically new but the big explosion
occurred in January 2011 so we were ahead of
the game.” Bonow is an eccentric, good-looking guy in his mid-thirties from the Denver area
who never owned any type of business before
and is quick to express his own personal love

for weed. “All of us owners here are self-proclaimed heavy medicators or potheads,” he
stated casually while admiring the radioactive
puke-green-colored walls of his new business.
But his clientele, 90 percent of whom are
men ranging from age 35-45, should not assume
that he’s just another lifelong doper. Bonow
takes his job very seriously in that he and all the
other owners are sure to test all the products before presenting them to their patients. “We look
for quality over quantity. We have a thing that if
it doesn’t work on us we don’t want to sell it to
you. [The customers] come back because all we
offer is very strong medication,” he explained.
Bonow, a firm believer and strong advocate for
MMJ, explains how his mother died from cancer
and his brother from multiple sclerosis. He
claims that MMJ was the only thing that really
helped them with their pain and Bonow wants
to share this with other patients that suffer from
such painful ailments.
Although many are optimistic about the
benefits of medicinal marijuana, sometimes
the communities, in which the dispensaries are
located, are not as pro-weed as the dispensary
owners are. “I think here in Colorado Springs
still most people don’t like the dispensaries
being here, but they sure do love the tax dollars
coming off of it. They say, ‘We hate you guys
being here but we love that the roads are getting
fixed, we like that $400,000 a year you guys are
bringing us.’ As a matter of fact, they probably
want to charge us more. It’s like a Catch-22.”
According to Department of Public Health and
Environment, medicinal marijuana sales taxes
are bringing in up to $50,000 per month for the
city.
Brandi, an assistant at The Green House and
part time student at UCCS, believes that the
other businesses and residents of Colorado
Springs are ambiguous to dispensaries that
are popping up all around. “[The community
members] don’t support or hate us. They’re just
like oh it’s another business, whatever. So that’s
a good thing. No one has ever expressed dislike
to us,” she said. The Green House, a one-year
old dispensary in Old Colorado City, claims to
have over 1,200 customers; about half of them
are active patients. The quaint cottage-looking
house with green trim claims to be the most
diverse dispensary for different types of strains
of MMJ, usually presenting around 40 strains of
cannabis. In Brandi’s opinion, the dispensaries
actually do a lot of good for the community. “It
seems to [have a positive effect on the community]. A lot of the people I know would have
smoked it even if they didn’t have a license so it
helps let a lot of people smoke legally,” she said.
Brandi hopes medicinal marijuana will prevent
petty crimes such as possession from ending
with jail time so that the jails will be available
who are committing very serious crimes such as
murder and rape.
Contrary to much of the pro-marijuana surrounding community, Colorado College students
don’t seem to be drawn to the opportunity of
using marijuana legally. One reason might be
because even if it is legal in the state’s eyes to
smoke marijuana, students are not permitted to
smoke in the dorms as well as in any building
on campus. John Lauer, the head of Residential Life at Colorado College, does not see any
incentive to change policy concerning medicinal
marijuana because of the Drug Free School Law,
which prohibits smoking of any kind in the
dorms. Smoking hookah, tobacco, or marijuana
are all forbidden in halls. “I think that the most

practical thing, given our policy, I would counsel
them to look at all the other various alternatives
to how to use the drug because there are various
alternative ways,” said Lauer. He believes that it’s
important for students to realize that there are
a lot of alternatives for how to ingest marijuana
via edibles, teas, or a number of other options.
If a student with a medicinal marijuana
card is using the drug as his or her doctor
has prescribed and isn’t outright violating the
smoke-free hall policy, Lauer does not see why a
conflict would arise. Lauer realizes that a lot of
kids at CC are on some kind of medication but
do not have to disclose anything to the school
about their medication. There is no list stating
which students have medicinal marijuana cards.
The main way the school finds out about MMJ
cards is if a student gets in trouble and uses
their medicinal marijuana as extra evidence for
their defense. Lauer explains that if and when
a situation like this occurs, the school would
handle it as they do any other student conduct
follow-up: case-by-case. Lauer emphasizes that
the school is open to talk to a student who has
medicinal marijuana but would encourage them
to use other ways of ingesting it instead of
smoking it, such as edibles.
Lauer recognizes that Colorado College is not
the only establishment struggling to figure out
what to do about medicinal marijuana, which
gives him comfort that he is not alone in his
effort to figure out exactly how to deal with
MMJ. “It’s an interesting societal question right
now. That’s the other thing,” said Lauer. “I look
at it as something we are trying to figure out as a
society so it doesn’t make me feel like ok I have
to figure this thing out. It’s not clear exactly
what the best course of action to do is.”
Even though dispensaries and users focus
on the positive aspects of medicinal marijuana,
there are harsher critics of MMJ and Dr. Judith
Reynolds, a physician at Boettcher Health
Center, is one of them. In her professional
opinion, “Marijuana effects the dopamine axis
in the brain, which is the same pathway used
by all drugs of abuse. In a brain under the age
of 26, it has been shown, in scans, to delay the
development of white matter.” Reynolds is an
Addiction Medicine Specialist and claims to have
seen patients “get off heroin but struggle to get
off marijuana.” Because of her extensive work
with addiction, Reynolds is very much opposed
to the prescription of medicinal marijuana,
especially for people in their twenties. She is
also very opposed to the doctors that give out
MMJ cards loosely. “There are a few marginal
doctors in the community who will take $150
to ‘examine’ a patient for three minutes and give
them a certificate. Is it unusual that in Colorado,
between Jan 2009-June 2010, there were 90,000
men between the ages of 18-25 who had ‘intractable pain syndromes’? That is a very subjective
diagnosis that cannot be determined by any
objective medical tests,” Reynolds concluded.
The MMJ industry could become a potential
cash cow, but there needs to be a lot more nurturing and petting. Many think that it is a great
option for chronic pain that many diseases produce, but there will always be others that think it
is a poor option and should be researched a lot
more. CC students need to do more research so
if they are considering using MMJ; they actually
know what facts are and are not just speculating.
In the end, anyone taking in any kind of drug
whether it is prescription or recreational needs
to always remember: use and don’t abuse.

ties Council, which is focused on improving
the welfare and health of its citizens, and
board member of the Partnership for Community Development, an organization focused
on sustainable development between Colgate
and Hamilton, Tiefenthaler’s passions lie in
striving to better her community. She is the
founder of Colgate’s Upstate Institute, a
program where Colgate students studying tax
return policy help low-income families and
single mothers obtain reimbursement for tax
payments.
“It was gratifying to see dollars coming into
the families,” she said of the program.
This year, Tiefenthaler plans on continuing
learning about the Colorado Springs community and listening to their needs—hopefully
building capacity in the non-profits and the
arts, and continuing to work for poverty relief

for families with children.
On her upcoming agenda are plans to create
more common space for students to recreate, as well as renovations to the El Pomar
facilities, which are scheduled to begin this
October and are projected to be completed by
the spring of 2013.
A challenge Tiefenthaler expects the college
to face is the loss of seven DIII schools in
the Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference
(SCAC), leaving CC as one of the five remaining schools in the conference along with
Austin College, University of Dallas, Southwestern University and Trinity University.
The school will face obstacles with airfare and
transport, as well as with attracting schools in
the conference to compete at CC.
So far, Tiefenthaler has been impressed
with the strong body of students and faculty

at CC, the ever-present respect for the environment and outdoors and the non-conformist culture that manifests itself in the Block
Plan.
“I’ve been struck by how passionate and
independent the students are here; a much
less homogenous mix than you would find on
other college campuses,” she says.
For the freshman class, her advice is for
them to fully immerse themselves, because
that chance, later in life, becomes more scarce.
Looking back on her college experience at St.
Mary’s College, she wishes she had sampled
more of what was offered and stuck with
becoming fluent in foreign languages.
As for seniors, she believes in the old adage,
“If you find what you love to do, you’ll never
work a day in your life.”
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Following Fred: a look into the life of CC’s janitorial staff
Kate Hoffman
Features Editor

As anthropology students on the fourth floor
of the Barnes Science Center file out of their
classroom, sounds of conversation and laughter
echo up and down the hallway. The students
flow down the building’s stairs and out the door,
on their way to lunch, to study, or to nap.
Peek into their now-empty classroom, however, after the light has been turned off and the
door closed and locked. An empty cardboard
coffee cup stained with the remnants of a chai
tea latte lies on its side in the middle of a table.
An envelope of white wax paper - now containing only the leftover crumbs of a banana nut
muffin - sits in a crumpled ball next to the trash
can. A half-full Gatorade bottle rests under a
chair. “Someone else will pick it up,” seems to
be the common thought. But who, exactly, is
that someone?
Fred. That someone is Fred. Fred - who
asked that his last name not be shared - is onethird of the anonymous team that empties the
trash, wipes down the whiteboards, cleans off
the tables, vacuums the carpets, and dusts the
classrooms and hallways of the Barnes and Olin
science centers. Sodexo - the custodial company
that maintains Colorado College’s facilities - has
employed Fred for almost 15 years. He’s been
working in the Barnes and Olin science centers
for the past five years. And, at 4:30 p.m. every
weekday - hours after most classes have ended
and students have migrated to the dorms, the
student center, the quad, or the library - his shift
begins.
Fred’s afternoon starts in the break room on
the second floor of Barnes. After eating a quick
snack - a packaged fruit salad from King Soopers, or maybe a homemade turkey sandwich - he
walks down the hall and retrieves his cart. His
cart has everything he needs - a black barrel
for trash, a blue barrel for recycling, a yellow
storage belt stocked with sanitary gloves, extra
doorstops, pens, markers, and large and small
trash bags - and it’s his main companion for the
first half of his job. After pausing to strap his
Proflex back brace - necessary for the upcoming
hours on his feet - onto his small, 5’3’’ frame,
he heads to the elevator. His work starts on
the fifth floor. And it goes all the way to the
basement.
“Takes me almost all eight hours to trash,” says
Fred. By “trash,” he means emptying each and
every trash and recycling bin in both science
buildings. Between the five floors of Barnes and
the four floors of Olin, including the Fishbowl
study area, he has a lot of space to cover. And
that’s only part of his job. Fred is also in charge
of vacuuming every carpet in both buildings. As
he empties trash from each room, he jots down
notes on a notepad, reminding himself where
to return to vacuum. With four-and-a-half full
floors between the two science centers, Fred’s
is a time-consuming job, especially for only one

person. Yet he does it, Monday to Friday, every
week that class is in session.
Fred shuffles from room to room, floor to
floor, and building to building with his cart
and soft-spoken ways, wearing light wash blue
jeans, a grey collared shirt embroidered with
“Colorado College custodial services,” rectangular wire-rimmed glasses, and thick-soled black
sneakers. He opens and closes countless doors,
checking each and every trash and recycling bin
for deposits from students who have long since
departed the classrooms and labs.
Many trash receptacles have very few items in
them, which allows Fred to save their respective
trash bags and reuse them for the following day.
He uses anywhere between two and three-anda-half full rolls of trash bags a night, he says, so
he tries to save bags whenever possible.
The trash from each room adds up, however,
and he is responsible for disposing of the heavy,
full trash bags - yet another reason why he needs
a back brace. The fact that he’s the oldest of the
three-person team that works to keep Barnes
and Olin clean doesn’t help, either.
“You’re as old as you feel, or as young as you
feel, and I don’t feel old at all,” he says, refusing
to reveal his actual age. The wrinkles around his
eyes crease as he smiles, his graying hair reflecting light from the overhead fluorescent light
bulbs in a biology lab as he empties yet another
sparse batch of recyclables into his blue bin,
sorting out bits of trash that he spots.
“They don’t know what should be recycling
and what’s not, see?” he says, fishing out a
Styrofoam cup stained with remnants of hot
chocolate from the recycling and tossing it in
the trash.
Fred hasn’t always worked as a custodian.
And he isn’t originally from Colorado Springs.
Fred grew up in a small Texan town near the
border of Mexico and the coast. After serving
in the Korean War for four years, he took advantage of the GI Bill offered to army veterans
and enrolled in a welding technical institute in
Texas.
After graduating, he worked in various refineries until one day he fell from a high beam and
broke his back, ribs, and shoulder blades, and
damaged countless other body parts. “They
didn’t think I was going to make it,” he remembers. It took a while to recover, but he did. He
never went back to work on high beams.
Then, 26 years ago, Fred took his wife, three
sons, and daughter on vacation to Colorado.
When they returned to their tiny Texas town
with its intense Texas heat, his children couldn’t
stop talking about Colorado. They loved it. They
wanted to go back. They wanted to live there.
So Fred flew back to Colorado, on his own,
to see what he could do. He spent a few days
driving around, getting a feel for the area and
trying to figure out if his children’s wishes could
be fulfilled. Then he flew back to Texas, rented
a big U-Haul truck, loaded up all of his family’s
belongings, left his house, and drove to Colorado Springs.

He has never thought of going back. “We
love it here so much,” he says with a smile. The
family spent two weeks living in a Motel 6, while
Fred and his wife scoped out the scene. They
found a house to rent on South Nevada Avenue,
moved in, and stayed for a year and a half. Then
they packed up and moved again, this time to
a section of Colorado Springs called Highland
Park.
Fred first found work at 1st Bank in Colorado
Springs, and worked there for eleven years. He
had heard of the Sodexo company, but at that
time the pay was not substantial. One day, seeking a change, he applied to Sodexo, and was
hired. He has been among the ghosts behind
the college’s cleaned and polished facilities ever
since.
It’s all about routine now. Fred’s shift runs
from 4:30 p.m. until whenever his duties are
finished - usually around 1 a.m. He usually falls
asleep by 3 a.m. and is awake again at 8:30 a.m.
“I don’t get much sleep,” he says.
Every morning, he and his wife walk two
blocks to their local 24 Hour Fitness branch,
and exercise together. He uses the rest of his
free time to do things such as relax at his house,
or visit his daughter and two grandchildren who
still live in Colorado Springs.
As Fred rolls his cart from classroom to classroom and lab to lab, he leaves the doors open
and the lights on for Rocio - another member
of the three-person team that tackles Barnes
and Olin each evening - to make her job easier.
Ever wonder how blackboards once covered
in multi-colored pictures, equations, paragraphs and solutions are suddenly spotless in
the morning? Or how previously sticky, dusty,
grimy desks and tables are clean the next day?
That’s Rocio. Rocio also restocks and cleans the
bathrooms, and dusts and cleans glass surfaces
throughout both buildings. With only two years
of experience under her belt, she’s a rookie
compared to Fred. Yet she’s a vital part of the
team.
Maintaining the shine on the tile floors and
other hard surfaces is James’ job. James, a Colorado Springs native, is the final third of the custodial crew, and has been working at Colorado
College, through Sodexo, for 12 years.
“Academic areas stay more clean than res life,”
says James, who worked in Mathais before being
relocated to the Barnes and Olin buildings seven
years ago. “Oh man, I never used to see such a
thing. It’s so much messier.” “If they wouldn’t
bring food into the labs... that’s what is kind
of rough on us. If they could be a little more
careful then it’d be helpful for us,” James says.
Although, he says with a smile, “The staff and
faculty in this building are great... They’re nice
with us in every way.”
And it seems that the feeling is mutual. “Fred
and James provide a human touch to the Barnes
Science Building, besides cleaning our offices,
hallways, and bathrooms. Both Fred and James
share their lives with the faculty and staff,” says
professor Mario Montaño, who teaches in

Paul York: the man with the plan
Jesse Paul
Guest Writer

Catalyst - What is your new position at CC?
Paul York - My position is the Student Life
Specialist for Student Conduct and I report
to Associate Dean Rochelle Mason. My job is
to look big picture when it comes to conduct
and to make sure we are actually following
the processes that we lay out. I also assess the
conduct system and make any recommendations for changes. I make referrals as to where
conduct goes, deciding if an incident stays
with an RLC, an associate dean, or the student
conduct committee.
One of my goals for this year is to use the
Student Conduct Committee more. I think they
only had two cases all of last year. I no longer
have a judicator role in the conduct process,
so I do not decide if a student did something
wrong or not. My job is to make sure students
and parents understand what is going on in the
process and answer questions about what we
are doing and what students should experience.
When incidents do occur, I am responsible for
reporting to the federal government on crime
statistics and conduct statistics relating to crime
and sexual violence.
C - What changes would you like to make to
the conduct process itself ?

PY - I don’t see our conduct process as
being broken, but I think there are things that
could be clearer to students. I think we could
do more to educate students on the conduct
process, specifically using the Student Conduct
Committee. I know students have those questions, so I want members of the committee to
be accessible. I also want to create a student
liaison from the committee who supports
students who go to a conduct hearing. I am
also hoping to make The Pathfinder more
accessible and help students find what they are
trying to look for.
C - What do you see as your role to students?
PY - I am here as non-partisan support. If
a student is going before an Associate Dean
or one of the two panels they are going to
come in and talk to me first. I want students
to see me as a support person when they need
it. When I was a Residential Life Coordinator,
students often came to me saying that the conduct process is not clear. My job is to change
that. When students are in that process or just
want to know more about it, they should come
talk to me.
C - How did you get involved with dealing
with rowdy college students in the first place?
PY - I did my masters in higher education
administration at Indiana University and one
of the things that I really enjoyed in my grad
program was talking to students about the

choices that they made. I also enjoy helping
students realize how they impact people and
their community. In my new position, I get to
help other people have those conversations and
help students understand what the processes
look like.
C - There is a perception on campus that
The Pathfinder is vague and that offenses can
fall under various categories. What are you doing to fix that?
PY - I think The Pathfinder being vague is
a good thing. What you don’t want it to be is
an end all be all. The Pathfinder is often vague
to students because they don’t ask questions
about it. Take collusion for instance; that
falls into a situation where a student was in a
room where something was happening and
they didn’t do anything to stop it. If you don’t
understand a part of the conduct process, ask.
The Pathfinder is meant to a living document.
C – What are the conduct office and student
life doing about the school’s new number
one reefer madness ranking in the Princeton
Review?
PY - One thing that I would say about reefer
madness and the Princeton Review is they
don’t let people see how they rank it, and they
don’t ask the institution any questions. Marijuana is only between 11-15% of our conduct
load each year, which relatively is not high. Not
everybody here smokes pot, it’s not as big of

Barnes. “James and Fred make it a pleasant experience to work and live in the Barnes Science
Building. They are appreciated by faculty and
staff,” he fondly adds.
Many members of the faculty and staff working late in their offices grading papers, tests
and quizzes, or formulating assignments - call
out kind greetings when they hear or see Fred,
Rocio or James making their rounds. A biology
professor greets Fred in Spanish, and asks him
how he’s doing, how his family is doing, how
his work is going. Fred jokingly corrects a misspoken word of the professor’s, which provokes
a laugh from both men. “Adios,” Fred says, as
he moves onto the next room. Fred, Rocio
and James’ paths also cross often during their
nine-hour cleaning shift, and friendly banter is
exchanged in both Spanish and English.
The mood is very amicable, likely a by-product of being stuck with each other’s company
in Barnes and Olin for nine-and-a-half hours
straight, day after day and week after week. They
are allowed two 15-minute breaks as well as a
“lunch” in their second floor break room.
Yet much of each night is spent alone, in
empty rooms, cleaning up after faceless students,
faculty, and staff. A Styrofoam cup, half full of
long-cooled coffee, is left on a desk. An empty
Planters trail mix bag is found discarded in
the far corner of a biology laboratory. A halfopened water bottle, still full of water, is sitting
in the basin of the Fishbowl’s water fountain.
Fred discards or recycles each of these items.
He is that “someone” who picks up after the
careless or forgetful or lazy. “It could help if
they didn’t make such a mess,” says James, as
he watches Fred recycle an empty plastic cup,
found under a seat in an Olin lecture hall. “But
we get paid to clean up such a mess,” he admits,
“So we aren’t complaining. If we didn’t have
mess, we wouldn’t have a job.”
Regardless, taking the extra few seconds to
make sure to discard trash or recycle recyclables
can save Fred a few steps in and out of the
room - steps that add up as he makes his rounds
through both buildings, week after week.
Attempting to clean up spills up as best as
possible can save Rocio the task of tackling a
sticky, hardened mess as she circles the building,
wiping down surfaces. Knocking off as much
mud, snow, or grass as possible from the soles
of shoes before stepping into the building can
be helpful as well. James’ eco-friendly microfiber
dust mops are very effective, but there’s only so
much they can handle.
After all, it is the student body, the faculty, and
the staff who are using the campus buildings.
Fred, Rocio and James - and the countless others who help to maintain CC’s numerous facilities - work here to help make sure our campus
stays as clean, pleasant, and presentable as possible, and they should not be taken for granted.
Be your own “someone” and do your part to
clean up your mess. You can help make their
team of three into a team of over two thousand.
And that’s only counting the students.

a part of CC culture as people think. We take
violations of the drug policy very seriously.
Marijuana in particular is a problem because
of its smell and how it disrupts a community.
Right now we are sticking to our policy because
it is working for us.
C - Transparency issues have been seen by
the community as a problem that has plagued
the conduct process, specifically in the case
of “The Monthly Bag.” What is being done to
correct that problem?
PY - Transparency is a tricky subject because
of applicable federal law and protections that
are laid out for college students. Even though
we are a private institution, we still have to
adhere to federal laws. Due to the Federal Education Right to Privacy Act, we can only share
minimal information about a student while
they are in the conduct process. Conversations
with Deans and Associate Deans often cannot
be disclosed; only certain people have access
to sensitive information. One of the biggest issues of transparency that exists in every school
is that students just don’t understand.
C - Many students are wondering about the
closure and re-opening of the fraternities on
campus. Is that a transparency issue?
PY - If it was a transparency issue we
would not be able to disclose that information.
Fraternities often decide to close on their own;
however most are due to conduct issues and
violations.
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9/11: Memories from a Ten-Year Scar
James Zilenziger
Staff Writer

This Sunday, it will be ten years since 2,977
American lives were taken on September
11, 2001. Most of us have recovered from
that horrible day, yet many of us have not. I
personally am one who still cannot watch the
twin towers fall without seeing the face of a
friend who never made it home to his family
that night. It was a day that changed the lives
of all Americans, for some, in more extreme
ways than others. Being only twenty minutes
away from the twin towers, I remember it as a
day that stole the innocence of a fifth grader
forever. In this piece, I share my memories of
that day. I hope that as you read, you reflect
upon your own memories as well as feelings
of emptiness, of anxiety, and of the unknown
feelings that embody that September morning.
These emotions still control the lives of many
in the New York City area, and for many these
emotions will continue to control their lives
forever.
****
I stood outside, waiting in line to begin my
second day of fifth grade. It was a sunny yet
crisp morning in my New Jersey town, and all
I had on my mind was the new puppy that my
dad had brought home a couple of days earlier.
I imagined the fun I could be having, racing

up and down the back yard with my furry
little friend. If only I could somehow speed
up time and make the school day go by more
quickly. After all, that was the mentality of my
area—speed everything up. Rush. Time spent
waiting was time wasted. No one had wiggle
room for a distraction.
The bell rang and I walked into class and sat
in my assigned seat. The day began as it always
did. Morning meeting was boring; Math was
boring; English would be boring later on in the
day; so would History. I shuffled in my seat and
stared out the window. And then something
caught my eye. There was a policeman standing
outside with his back facing our classroom. I
stretched my neck to get a better look and suddenly saw many more police, each with their
back to a classroom’s window as if they were
ready to fend off an intruder. Before I could
point them out to a friend, the school principal
came into class with tears around her eyes.
She whispered something quickly to my
teacher and I watched a smiling face go blank.
My friends and I waited in silence, wondering what kind of trouble our class must be in.
Soon enough, the mysterious silence ended as
my teacher cleared her throat. A shaky voice
explained that two planes had hit the World
Trade Centers. I looked across the classroom
and watched my friends stare back in horror.
Many of their mothers and fathers worked in
the twin towers, or at least somewhere in New

York City. We sat in silence as our eleven-yearold minds attempted to grasp the seriousness
of the situation, unaware that our small town
would never be the same.
Students who had parents that worked in
New York City were asked to go to the library
and attempt to contact a family member. Many
of them would be left in suspense with a dead
phone line, praying that the ominous tone at
the other end was only because of a cell signal
problem. Water fountains were bagged in fear
that our water supply had been poisoned, and
the school went on full lock down while state
troopers guarded the entrances and exits.
Finally, three o’clock rolled around and we
rushed outside to a chaotic mess of parents.
Mothers and fathers came together to pick up
their children. Some were covered in ash with
dusty clothing, but each had that same blank
expression on their faces. My mom quickly
escorted my sisters and I towards the car. I
remember trying to make eye contact with her,
but her mind was somewhere else. She, like so
many other parents, was searching for a nonexistent explanation to tell her children.
When I came home, I saw my father cry for
the first time in my short life, as he sat in front
of the television and watched the twin towers
fall on replay. That evening he attempted to
make life more normal by cooking on the grill
outside, but we found ourselves staring eastward to a sky filled with smoke. Air Force jets

every now and then would fly directly overhead,
and out of fear my father would scream at us
to get down on the ground. Between the neverending police sirens and the military circuit
above, I realized war had come to my backyard.
It was the night, however, that proved to be
the most difficult. Families were still missing
members, and my father spent the night trying
to comfort a grieving friend whose husband
was missing. They had three kids, one of
whom was a close friend of mine. When he
returned home late that night, I learned that
friend of mine most likely no longer had a
father. I spent the night curled up on the couch,
praying that my friend’s father was just stuck
in New York City. For a long time I no longer
cared about the fascination of a new puppy.
Life seemed stuck in that 9/11 moment.
Ten years later, I am still learning new
things about that September morning and its
aftermath in our New Jersey town. For months
my friend used to run to his door every time
the doorbell rang, hoping that it was his father
coming home. It’s these things that remind me
how fresh the scar still is, especially in the New
York City area. On this Sunday morning, remember that, for many, the decision to “Never
Forget” is not just a slogan, but also a memory
that evokes names, faces and damaged families.

An untimely pull-out: who will clean up the mess?
Sam Smith
Staff Writer

A bipartisan panel created by Congress in 2008,
best known as the Commission on Wartime
Contracting, recently reported that approximately $60 billion (only a small amount of
Bush’s, and an even smaller amount of the
Obama administration’s record-setting military
budget) has been wasted in the Wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, with nearly half of the waste
coming in the last three years. According to
their findings, this waste includes, but is not
limited to, “corruption” and “lax oversight of
contractors”. More specifically, the panel found
that up to 30 percent of the money spent on
contracts and grants to support U.S operations
in Iraq and Afghanistan goes towards fraud
and waste.
Since no inspector general monitors contracting and government agencies have long refused to overhaul the way they award and manage contracts in war zones, the waste is likely to
grow beyond the panel’s conservative estimate
of $207 billion by the end of 2011. The U.S is
spending more money on contractor’s salaries,
oil digging, corruption and fraud than it is on
the long-term maintenance of schools, medi-

cal clinics, barracks, roads and power plants
already built with American money. The Panel
expressed its concern that if nothing is done
to shift spending, the responsibility will be put
on the terribly ineffective and deeply corrupt
governments of Iraq and Afghanistan to manage and bear the long-term costs of operating
these public services.
So, as we approach the 10 year anniversary
of a war that has left more innocent civilians
dead than the 9/11 attacks that supposedly
inspired it, one cannot help but wonder, why
exactly we are still there fighting a losing
battle against the Taliban. My father, Senior
Frontline Director and Correspondent, Martin
Smith, who has been to Afghanistan, both
imbedded with the troops and with the people
of Afghanistan, dozens of times over the last
20 years, says: “the Obama administration’s
central objective is to leave behind a safe and
stable Afghanistan.” Although a pullout of all
combat troops was set during his campaign for
president in 2011, the Obama administration
determined that this goal could not be met
until 2014.
What we know is this: our war in Afghanistan is the longest in our history; it is flirting
with being the most expensive, too. Why do

we continue to go after the Taliban while
Al-Qaeda, perhaps stronger now than under
Osama bin Laden, roams free in Pakistan? Our
government survived September 11th, 2001,
one of the deadliest days in our recent history,
only to become distracted with foreign enemies
who pose little threat to the national security
of us and our closest allies. Since 9/11, AlQaeda has attempted terrorist attacks in New
York City 13 times, and those are just the ones
that the public knows about. According to the
New York Democratic senator Kristen Gillibrand, “al-Qaeda’s deep and abiding interest
in attacking US rail and transit systems” comes
from the remaining members of al-Qaeda and
its allied groups “surely looking to avenge bin
Laden’s death”.
If you underestimate the “allied groups” Gillibrand is talking about, just look at southeast
Africa, where a close ally of al-Qaeda is quarantining a population of millions and letting this
group, mostly women and children starve to
death under their control.
Letting al-Qaeda extend its interests
worldwide while we lose thousands of lives
and billions of taxpayer dollars on the War in
Afghanistan is despicable to say the least and
suspicious to many.

If the Obama administration truly prioritized
the safety of America and its allies above longterm economic interests, then military contracting would not be this expensive. According to
BBC findings, “given the increasing importance
of finding and exploiting new sources of fossil
fuel, governments like those of the U.S. and
the U.K. are enormously keen to gain influence
in the Central Asian region in order to secure
those supplies for the West. In order to achieve
those goals and get the energy supplies moving out of Central Asia, they need to set up a
pro-western government in Afghanistan.” So,
if this is truly a war for oil, the more important
question becomes: can we trust our president?
Thus far Obama’s policies, tax cuts for the
rich, bailouts for the corporations, cuts to education, entitlement programs and record levels
of pork-barrel spending, mirror, in large part,
those of his predecessor. If his interests in
Afghanistan are also like that of his predecessor’s, we have another situation where taxpayer
money and American lives are being wasted on
a situation that has little, even nothing to do,
with the safety of the American public.
Like many, I have reached a point beyond
frustration with the Obama administration.
Sending them a letter telling them to end this
continued on page 7
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continued from page 6
war, so reporters like my father don’t have
to risk their lives informing an increasingly
disinterested public on the horrors of warfare,
is beyond useless. They have their interests;
unfortunately, so does the American public.
Professionals expect that youth turnout, largely
a liberal constituency, will be historically low in

2012. Why vote if both sides are corrupt and
in bed with the wealthy? Well, the GOP is coddling the wealthy, while the Democrats are just
taking them out to dinner.
So, I say, vote for the lesser of two evils like
they do in third world nations. My biggest
concern is that with a rapidly increasing total

7

of Americans giving up the search for work, a
shrinking middle class, more and more people
unable to afford college, a growing debt and
a continuation of our status as the only developed nation on earth with no national curriculum in education and no universal health
care system, I wonder how much longer we

can get away with not calling ourselves a third
world nation.
Still, as meaningless as it is to say this, I will:
The least we can do is end this war, Mr. President.

do not understand why it is OK for America to
attack terrorists in the mountains of Afghanistan but not OK when say, a terrorist groups
bomb buildings. It’s obvious, the United States
is a country, al-Qaeda is not. And when caught,
terrorists cannot, under any circumstance, benefit from the rights that a typical armed forces
member (of any country) is granted.
Some worry that it is somehow undiplomatic
or impolite to speak the language of right and
wrong. I disagree. Targeting innocent civilians
for murder is always and everywhere wrong.
There can be no neutrality between justice and
cruelty, between the innocent and the guilty.
For make no mistake, president Obama said
during his Nobel address, “Evil does exist
in the world. A nonviolent movement could

not have halted Hitler’s armies. Negotiations
cannot convince al-Qaeda’s leaders to lay down
their arms. To say that force may sometimes
be necessary is not a call to cynicism -- it is
recognition of history; the imperfections of
man and the limits of reason.”
In an era where America might be fighting
existential battles, and when the legal system
and even reason have both proved to have
limits, it’s no surprise that practices have come
to blur the lines of what is morally acceptable.
There always is something morally problematic
about war but peace does not just happen and
doesn’t mean the entire absence of violence.
Peace is created, and sometimes the creation of
peace is not so peaceful.

The violence of peace
Abodoulaye C. Dabo
Staff Writer

In 2009, President Obama, as part of his Nobel Address, said the following: “I know there’s
nothing weak—nothing passive—nothing naive—in the creed and the lives of Gandhi and
King. But as a Head of State sworn to protect
and defend my nation, I cannot be guided by
their examples alone. I face the world as it is,
and cannot stand idle in the face of the threats
to the American people.” You might be asking
yourself what the president meant by that. Well,
Obama, who was thought to be a peaceful
president, is actually the opposite and, to him,
political affiliations no longer matter when foreign policies come into play. Stephen L. Carter,
a law professor at Yale, noted that the first year
of the Obama administration saw nearly 250
attacks in Afghanistan by missiles and bombs
fired from drones, a net increase compared to
any year of the Bush administration.
Obama declared many ambitious goals at
the beginning of his presidency, such as the
closing of Guantanamo Bay, the withdrawal of
American troops from overseas and revitalizing
the struggling economy. Less than three years
later, Obama is moving at a much slower pace.
What happened? Obama, just like any other US
president, has come to realize that what is said
during a presidential campaign and what can
actually be done often differ.
Obama often refers to Just War Theory in
order to justify the war America is fighting in
Afghanistan. This theory dates back to the days
of Christian theologians such as St. Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. Just war is often
characterized by the concepts of self-defense,
last resort and proportionality. In other words,
when individual A sees that individual B is
about to mug him/her, Individual A would
attemot to run away or in the case of a failure,
defend himself or herself. Note how in this
scenario violence is only a last resort. But then

one might be asking the following questions:
how is the Afghan war a “just war”? And my
answer is that it’s a war of necessity; it’s not an
eye for an eye type of war but a preventive war.
At the time it became clear that the Taliban regime needed to be overthrown to minimize the
chances of another terrorist attack on American soil. If country X knows that country Y is
about to attack, or may be home to combatants
that mean it ill, then country X has a good argument to act so as to prevent that attack from
happening. For example, in 1981, a flight of
Israeli air force F-16 and F-15 fighters bombed
the Osirak nuclear reactor. The reasoning
behind it? The Iraqi government was likely to
use its nuclear weapons against Israel.
And how do we look at all the torture that
has been taking place nowadays? Well, the
Pentagon and White House have come to
realize that information is very crucial in this
era. It has become fairly dangerous to deploy
any intelligence agent on the field these days.
In 2009, seven CIA operatives were killed in
Khost, Afghanistan. This was the most lethal
attack against the agency in more than 25 years.
Because of technological breakthroughs, terrorists have mastered the rudiments of covert
communication; they can pass messages to
other cells without the CIA being able to get
anything out of them. In many cases, torture
is the only way to get information in a timely
manner, sadly. To ban torture is noble, but it is
also impractical.
I am not saying that I support torture, but
there are cases in which its use seems perfectly
fine to me. Critics often say torture doesn’t
always work. I say even if it only works one out
of ten times, then why not do it if it may save
human lives? Some refer to captured combatants as war prisoners and they are often wrong.
The Geneva Protocols only grant such a status
to individuals who have legal rights to fight in
the name of a country, not to members of terrorist organizations like al-Quaeda. Many still

Since you’ve already stolen the senior calendar...
Katie Rice
Columnist

As house party season is now in full swing, I
would like to offer up some helpful hints to
keep both house party guests and hosts happy.
Getting There:
Cross the streets at the crosswalk or look
right, left, and right again to ensure that you
will not be hit by a car. Attention: if you cross
the street and a car almost hits you because
you moronically crossed the street in front of
it DO NOT pound on the car, try to aggravate
the driver, or yell obscenities. I have to deal
with my neighbor, the car owner, the next
morning and explain that CC students are actually lovely people. Furthermore, human frogger
is only fun until someone gets hurt. Then you
end up at a hospital and trust me there are
never good parties at hospitals.

Moving Inside:
Please do not congregate in my neighbor’s
yard. For that matter please do not congregate
in my front yard. While I’m on this topic throw
your solo cups and beer bottles into a trash can
or at least into my yard. I have better things
to do then pick up your handles and beer cans
from my neighbor’s yard. It makes the whole
“lovely people” argument a little bit harder to
explain.
The Keg:
Respect your elders. Did you pay for the
keg? Did you carry the keg up a flight of stairs
and into your house? No. I did along with the
rest of my housemates. House cup is real and
should be upheld. College students around a
keg are like hyenas around a carcass. To feel
less like a beast and more like a student, wait
patiently for your turn to feed then promptly
get out of the keg (kill) site.
*The keg is the only provision at a house
party. Hard alcohol, food, household items,
and clothing are not part of the bargain. If you
take any of the above at a party bring them
back the next day or replenish the supply as
soon as possible.

could contaminate my water source. But it is
not up to me. There is a Colorado Springs law
against peeing in public; it is never good when
the cops arrest you in a bush with your pants
down. Try to pee indoors. Furthermore, pee
in the toilet. Rugs, bathtubs, and sinks are not
acceptable alternatives.
Woah! That was a list! Just remember that
in the morning after the main event I have to
wake up to a house that smells like a bar and
looks like a train wreck. I have to pick up your
broken glass, move the couch you busted to
the curb, fix the blown speakers, throw away

Vomiting :
Please eat dinner before indulging in libations. If you did mix Tequila, Gin, and cheap
beer please vomit in the toilet or outdoors.
As your aim may be poor due to pirate eyes I
suggest you choose the latter. I do not want
to clean your vomit up from the sink, bathtub,
floors, walls, or the couch.
The bushes:
If it was up to me you could pee anywhere
you wanted outside so long as it was somewhat
hidden and there was no chance that your pee

Illustrations by Erik Nelson

the soiled rug, and prepare for round two. Cut
us house party hosts some slack and try to help
a fellow out. One day you too will have to talk
to the po and deal with angry neighbors. You
really are a lovely person you just party like an
animal. Try to leave a party trail more like a
duck and less like a buffalo.
Send your questions to Realadvicewithkatierice@gmail.com and I will happily answer
them in the Catalyst the next week. Peace easy
and see you out and about.
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Balls are back: intramural begins anew

Intramural football devotee catches a sick spiral in Armstrong quad. Photos by Stanley
Sigalov

Aaron Patterson
Active Lifestyle Editor

As the beginning of the academic school year
commences at Colorado College, so too does
the campus-wide anticipation for intramural
sports. Ranked in the top 20 of The Princeton
Review’s “Everybody Plays Intramural Sports”
section, Colorado College boasts a student
body that truly loves their recreational activities.
With a wide variety of sports including football, soccer, hockey, broomball and dodge ball,
the intramural sports program offers something for any student looking for a competitive
good time. Shanni Geller, a senior from Berkeley, California, played on her high school’s
soccer team, but like many students entering
college, she chose not to pursue soccer at the
collegiate level. “I love playing soccer,” says
Geller, who played intramural soccer since
freshmen year, “intramural sports allow me to
stay active while still focusing on school.”

For many students, the appeal behind CC
Intramural Sports Program stems from the
fact that it offers students an opportunity to
compete in sports that might not have been
available to them in high school. While the
Intramural Sports Program offers traditional
sports such as football and soccer, it also offers
students the opportunity to compete in unique
sports such as broomball, inter-tube water polo,
and Ultimate Frisbee.
Despite its recreational feel, the Intramural
Sports Program is anything but unorganized.
With a plethora of teams and players participating in a total of 18 intramural sports over the
course of a year, the CC intramural program
employs a number of students to referee and
manage the various recreational sports games
that occur each block. In recent years, intramural referees have been essential to the program
in terms of keeping order and ensuring a safe
environment for everyone involved.
Just last year, an incident involving intoxi-

With bases loaded, CC student batter winds up for a homerun.

Seniors prepare for the intramural basketball season by playing streetball near Yampa
field.
cated students playing inner-tube water polo
was cause enough for the sport to be cancelled.
Often an end-of-the-year favorite among many,
inner-tube water polo’s return is yet indefinite,
pending administrative approval based on this
season’s student conduct. Intramural sports are
funded by CC as an active way of participating
on campus life, not as a detriment to it. This
is not to say that many students do not take
intramural competition seriously, but every year
the issue of drunkenness is present.
There is no lack of competition either as all
of the intramural sports draw numerous teams

vying for the ultimate prize: an intramural
sports championship T-shirt. These coveted
shirts, which come in either black or yellow, are
priceless symbols of intramural glory. Photographs of past intramural teams that have won
adorn the halls of the El Pomar Sports Center.
The fall portion of the Intramural sports
program offers students the opportunity to
compete in dodgeball, indoor volleyball, flag
football, outdoor soccer and beginner and
intermediate ice hockey.
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Ironman, Iron Wahl: reaching extremes of athleticism
Carrie Markel
Active Lifestyle Editor

There is an inspiring, if not terrifying, video
on YouTube that documents the 1997 Ironman
World Championship finish. Two women, Sian
Welch and Wendy Ingraham, are attempting
to cross the last 100 yards of the triathlon, but
their bodies are shutting down. Their legs give
way beneath them, and they resort to crawling those last yards to the finish – a battle for
fourth place.
If you are wondering what kind of person
would sign up for Ironman, a triathlon that has
historically seen many collapses and painful
finishes like the one described above, you are
not alone. The grueling triathlon consists of
a 2.4 mile swim, 112 mile bike course, and a
marathon (26.2 mile) run. But you only have to
look to CC senior Devin Wahl to find the type
of athlete who not only wanted to sign up for
the race, but completed an Ironman Canada
in 10 hours, 54 minutes and 42 seconds on
August 28.
A member of the CC Triathlon and Swimming teams, Wahl is certainly not your ordinary
athlete. Ask him what he wants to do with his
afternoon and he says training; ask him what
he wants to do at night and he says get to bed
so he can train again tomorrow. Discounting
a swim season that lasted from October 2010
until February 2011, Wahl claims he trained for
his Ironman for eight months. Ask him how,
and you will then have the answer to your question: who would or could do such a race?
“I would swim about 20,000 yards a week,
cycle about 300 to 350 miles a week and run
between 40 and 50 miles a week. For my
long days, I would go over 100 miles on the
bike, followed by a run. I got up to 18 miles
of running at one time. Those days were long
ones, with about five to seven hours of training
in just one day,” says Wahl. If this does not yet
explain Wahl’s athletic prowess, you only have
to look at his genes – his father also signed up
for the race and completed it in 13 hours, 58
minutes and 27 seconds.

The motivation to complete the training
necessary for an Ironman is different for each
athlete, but since the beginning, the race has
attracted hell-bent athletes who are looking for
a challenge. John and Judy Collins introduced
the first Ironman in Hawaii on Feb. 18, 1978. It
combined the Waikiki Roughwater Swim, the
Round Oahu Bike Course and the Honolulu
Marathon, all in order to settle the friendly controversy of which Hawaiian athletes (runners,
swimmers or bikers) were more fit.
Today’s athletes can claim their own reasons
for choosing to race such lengths, but all can
walk away with some extreme bragging rights,
a motto that is now a trademark of the event:
“Swim 2.4 miles! Bike 112 miles! Run 26.2 miles!
Brag for the rest of your life.” But this boasting
comes at a high cost.
“I have done a lot of things that were very
challenging athletically, but this one was by far
the hardest,” Wahl said. He lost seven pounds
during the race, adding to the more than 10 he
lost while training. After finishing the swim in
51 minutes, Wahl then hopped on his bike for
five hours and 41 minutes. Even then, Wahl
claims he reached his breaking point only between mile 15 and 23 of the marathon run.
“At that point, I decided to grit my teeth and
push myself past the pain barrier. I was in so
much pain that I didn’t feel it anymore,” he
commented of those eight miles, and even
then the pain was not over. “When I crossed
the finish line, I couldn’t walk on my own and
threw up all over the place. It took me about
two hours just to feel better again.”
While he has decided to tattoo the Ironman
logo (a capitalized M with a circle above) on
the interior of his bicep - his bragging right Wahl does not plan to stop with permanent ink.
In fact, he may be crazy enough to do another
Ironman. “I want to do not just one, but many
more races like this,” he says. “It was such a
special experience, and I enjoyed every moment of it. You meet some great people along
the way, and it’s a complete journey.”
CC senior Devin Wahl (aka The Wall) races the last portion of The Ironman, a fiercely
competitive, grueling triathlon. Photo compliments of Devin Wahl
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Friday night Phishing
Samantha LaBue
Staff Writer

After attending public school all my life, I
thought I’d probably stumbled upon most of
the clicks and niches one could find oneself
in. That is until I came to CC and met new
types of people with interests spanning
everything from fixing bikes to Tech Nine.
One subculture in particular has perplexed
me since my first day in Slocum’s “smoker’s
paradise.” It seemed impossible to walk down
a dorm hall without hearing someone gushing
over a particular rendition of “Harry Hood”
or seeing someone in an iconic t-shirt: a fish
made up of those bubbly letters spelling out
“P.H.I.S.H.” Sure, I’d heard of the band Phish,
in fact we go way back, but the four man jam
band, formed back in 1983, had slipped past
my radar as a teenager.
Now, many of those Phish heads have
become my best friends, and it has amazed
me that the band is all some students listen
to, except for maybe a few breaks for the
Grateful Dead. Their knowledge of Phish’s
live shows and set lists is overwhelming and
even overbearing at times. People talk about
Trey, Mike, Fishman, and Page as if they are
somehow related to them. I’ve never been a
fan of jam-bands, and jam after jam after jam
had me seeking refuge in music with three to
four minute tracks while alone. I understand
the desire to hear the impromptu talent of a

group, but it is simply not my cup of tea.
This past weekend however I was given the
chance to join a “phestivarian” at the first of
Phish’s three nights in Commerce City. This
was my chance to understand the Phish phenomena, so I planned on attending a single
night. One night of live music with my friends
before the start of first block was enough to
convince me to accept the generosity of a
free ticket to Phish. One Colorado College
staff member and patron of my coffee-brewing employer pronounced, “they used to have
quite the cult following,” when I shared my
weekend plans with him. The man, of course,
was right, but seemingly oblivious to the huge
following we see at CC today, despite the
band’s age and five-year hiatus. His comment
made me wonder if someone twice my age
considers Phish to be old news then why do
eighteen-year-olds still want to watch a balding guy play piano with three other middleaged musicians?
With only a very low level of energy after a
few long days, I joined my group northbound
to see what the fuss was all about. The lot was
filled with the usual suspects in tie-dye and
feathers, but there’s something about Phish
that makes for a crowd of uniquely unusual
attendees, including children as young as
infants and a group of Hari Krishnas, who
played music for a suspiciously happy man lying in the grass. We had come without tickets
and joined the hundreds of other hope-

fuls with their fingers held up, begging for
entrance. The excitement in the lot is unlike
any other show I’ve ever seen, with people
obsessing over what would be played first,
and literally jumping for joy upon entering the
stadium gates.
As the moonlight flushed out whatever orange remained in the clouds, the band started
their first set with “Sample in a Jar,” and as
the songs rolled on through “Sparkle,” “Sloth,”
and the Rolling Stone’s “Sweet Virginia,” the
audience began to notice a trend that was
eerily similar to an episode of Sesame Street.
The show was brought to us by the letter S
for the rest of the night, including a seriously
funky (albeit gimmicky) new song named
“Steam,” accompanied by stage fog. The “S”
songs, I later came to find out, were a tribute
to the band’s recently deceased friend Scottie
Nowak. While the S’s kept knowledgeable
Phish phans guessing at which song might
be next, I realized something during Page
McConnell’s piano-playing in “Scent of a
Mule”—this band is really good.
There was no going back. I slowly began
to realize how in tune each band mate was
with the next, moving so fluidly in and out
of each other’s solos. I couldn’t help dancing
to the 10-minute jam I’d heard in vain for the
last three years. I disregarded my monetary
woes and decided I had to go the second
night, maybe on the same impulse that leads
devotees to follow the band around the nation

and sell gemstones for tickets. The entire
18,000-seat stadium was nearly filled on the
second night, making for good opportunities
to storm the fence onto the field, which was
essentially just a huge party. Unfortunately,
some found themselves too overwhelmed by
the circus-like atmosphere and accessibility
of drugs and alcohol as the three-night event
was capped off by 45 arrests and one death, a
sadly typical occurrence for a Phish show. The
second night’s set ended with the crowd-pleasers, “Wolfman’s Brother” and “Run Like an
Antelope,” leaving me with no regrets after
returning for a second night. But for me, two
nights was enough for my wallet and my brain.
Festival food and camping on hard wood
floors had gotten the better of me, and I left
the more intense CC phans to experience the
third show alone.
I will admit that you will never catch
me trying to vocal jam to “YEM” or binging
on Phish sets from the 90’s all weekend in a
black-lit room, but after last weekend I will
be attending another Phish show in the future.
While I can’t say I’ve converted to a megaphan, at least I’m beginning to get it. Phish’s
following is, at it’s simplest, a group supporting some of the best musicians of our time,
but also a tribute to the band’s devotion to its
fans; they are one of the few bands that have
consistently delivered quality live performances for three decades without dying, cycling
through dozens of members or selling out.

Fighting females: critiquing the evolving heroine
Ben Grund
Staff Writer

I am a man of action and I love the adrenalinepumping rush of the action movie. I love the
thrilling excitement of watching a well-executed
heist, the explosions and the elaborate fight
scenes. When all of the fantastic elements of
the action movie come together in a well-choreographed dance under a great director, I can
admit to it being one of my favorite genres of
film.
The way the genre is changing is especially
exciting. While the action movie could be considered a man’s genre, recent films are showing
more female leads than ever before. However,
while this seems like an altogether good thing,
we should look carefully at this trend before
clinking our glasses in celebration.
Consider the recent release of Zack Snyder’s
“Sucker Punch.” The action-fantasy thriller
opened in March and tells the story of a young
woman using her own fantasies to escape an asylum. “I clearly have huge respect for women and
there’s no question that, in every movie I make,
I always have strong central female characters,”
Zack Snyder has remarked. This was in response
to the accusations of sexism and exploitation
of women in his film. It is no question that his
female lead Babydoll, played by Emily Browning, kicks loads of CGI samurai butt all over
the green-screen set, but I’ve got to question
Snyder’s integrity when Browning seems to
only fight in a tight-fitting school-girl outfit and
flashbacks involve shameless visual shots of her
panties and cleavage. Make no mistake, Emily
Browning is a beautiful girl, but to ignore the
obvious exploitative elements in this film and
hold her character up as the modern female
heroine is a dangerous and misguided move.
I’m not saying the modern female heroine
shouldn’t be sexual. The sexuality of a character
should certainly be seen onscreen if it plays an
important role in the tone or plot of the movie.
However, we’ve seen a string of female heroines
whose characters are defined by that exploitation of sexuality. Lara Croft (“Tomb Raider”),
Alice (“Resident Evil”), Jane Smith (“Mr. & Mrs.
Smith”). So many characters we could consider
the archetypal female heroine are defined by
men’s fantasies. Sure, the filmmakers claim they
are “independent” or “strong-willed” but at
the end of the day, they are afraid to let those
characters stand on those traits alone. Filmmakers end up relying on the male desire for the
element of sexuality.
In recent cinema, we have had a solid amount

of strong unexploited female protagonists.
Consider the recent Oscar nominee, “True
Grit.” Starring Hailee Steinfeld as Mattie Ross,
Steinfeld manages to put on a strong and
memorable performance without relying on
sexuality. Steinfeld’s character is smart, independent and determined to avenge her father,
characteristics that many other filmmakers claim
about their leads. However, what makes the
character of Mattie Ross stand out is how these
characteristics define her. When confronted
with obstacles (real obstacles, not CGI samurai
with machine guns), she does not bend to their
will, nor does she rely on sexuality to subvert
them. She outsmarts them, she outthinks them,
and each step furthers her development as a
young woman. However, that is not to say she is
perfect. Some of the greatest moments of her
character are when she’s shown to be vulnerable.
This is where sexuality plays into her character
in a helpful way. We are reminded of just how
young she is and how vulnerable she can be in
this world of men. Yet her character manages
to work through it. She is not exploited for
the camera, nor is she dolled up to look like a
supermodel; she relies on her core character

traits to supersede her vulnerabilities, instead of
whatever fantasies the male audience might have
for her.
While “True Grit” is arguably less of an
action movie than some of the others I have

   
  So many characters
we could consider the
archetypal female
heroine are defined by
men’s fantasies.

“

”

mentioned, the recent release “Hanna” definitely
holds as an action movie with a strong female
heroine. Aside from being an awesome, welldirected character and drama/action movie,
the titular character, Hanna, is an example of
how to write a female badass without having to
exploit her sexuality. Hanna (played admirably
by Saoirse Ronan) is a 16-year-old girl who has
been raised by her father (Eric Bana) in the wilderness of Finland to become an assassin. She
is strong, fierce, loyal and smart, and when the
time comes for her to enter the normal world,

she retains all of these qualities. Hanna manages
to retain soldier-like characteristics while still
expressing the confusion and vulnerability (emotional at least) of a young soon-to-be woman in
a strange place. She’s not a model; she’s a person
who is defined by the traits given to her, and she
sticks by them realistically. The film does deal
with sexuality, but it is in a way that is appropriate to the tone and pacing of the film, and adds
to Hanna’s character rather than objectifying her.
With comic-book movies coming out every
few months and action movies retaining their
power, we’re sure to see more of these female
leads coming. I would just urge discernment
amongst the viewing audience, especially my
fellow men, who are more likely to be enamored with cleavage and robots and less likely
to step back and look at what we’re holding
up as “strong female characters.” Turns out, as
beautiful as those characters are, it is possible
for a woman to fight off a dozen henchmen
without wearing a spandex suit, a short skirt or a
schoolgirl outfit.
This article was originally published on May
6, 2011.

Hailee Steinfeld as True Grit’s gun weilding Mattie Ross. Photo courtesy of Creative Commons
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Beer in glass, beer in cans: Both pretty damn good
in terms of its flavor profile. At the very beginning, there is a strong bitter presence of citrus
and pine hops which is accompanied by an
almost strawberry-like sweetness that is complimented by the more subtle earthy and grassy
flavors. This, however, is soon overtaken by the
rich notes of caramel emanating from toasted
malts. Finally, you’re left with the fading sweetness of the malts paired with flavors of hearty
wheat bread and a bitter dryness from the hops
at the sides and back of the tongue.
Seriously though. I know you’re all probably getting a little low on funds and it’s really
difficult to justify buying a four-pack that’s
half the price of a PBR 30-rack. But here’s the
thing – it’s totally worth it. G’Knight is a lot
like Dogfish Head’s 90 minute Imperial IPA,
only a lot sweeter and less hoppy. Also, trust
in the fact that Oskar Blues Brewery has not
failed Gordon Knight as their liquid tribute
does both him and the contemporary craft beer
movement justice.

Nick Hawks
Staff Writer

Jeff Hester
Staff Writer

To the Parents of Soon-to-be-Graduates:
For those of you who are not familiar with
this series, the BrewHaHa is, in a way, a form
of proof that throughout our college experiences here at CC, we haven’t just been drinking
40s of malt liquor and cheap Milwaukeean piss
water. No, on the contrary, many of us quite
regularly and financially-irresponsibly use our
grocery money to drink some of the finest
craft beers that this country has to offer. So, I
guess what we’re really driving at is this: After
$200,000 has been spent as an investment in
our futures, not only are we leaving this fine
institution with the abilities to write theses,
drink out of beer bongs while in power stances,
dress as if we were from earlier decades, and
do keg stands – we’ve also developed our palates and learned to appreciate the finer things
in life… such as really really ridiculously amazing beer. Thanks for all the support, moms and
dads. Here’s to you! (This is the part where you
raise your glass and drink.)
For as long as I can remember, I’ve always
associated glass bottles with better beer. I am
by no means saying that all beer in glass bottles
tastes good, but you have to admit, you feel a
little bit more refined drinking your PBR out
of a longneck rather than a can or a dinky
red cup. Glass even allows breweries to take
design further by accenting their bottles with
embossments of wheat, hops and any other
pastoral item associated with beer. However,
when considered truthfully, the glass bottle has
its downfalls. First of all, glass bottles shatter,
which is a tragedy that I’m sure we’ve all had
the misfortune of experiencing at some point.
Glass bottles are heavy, cannot be compressed
(unless they are shattered) and, perhaps most
scandalous of all, glass bottles expose beer to
light, which initiates a chemical process that
leaves the beer with a “skunky” flavor.
All things considered, glass bottles are not
the high-and-mighty vessels we perceive them
to be. In fact, the most ideal choice for beer
packaging is aluminum cans, and the American Craft Brewing scene has been experiencing a resurgence in aluminum packaging. All
preconceived notions aside, aluminum provides
numerous benefits that glass does not offer.
When New Belgium started offering their flagship brews in aluminum cans, they advertised
the shiny new cans with the popular LNT
slogan “Pack in, pack out.” This campaign
highlighted the convenience of aluminum
packaging when drinking on the go, as well as
the ability to transport empty cans without taking up space in your pack or weighing it down.
The aluminum can craft beer is the perfect
beverage for any summertime excursion, a beer
that does not sacrifice flavor for portability.

The Mexican Logger is an excellent aluminum-can brew. Photo by Jeff Hester
Also, since aluminum is so lightweight, it costs
High Country Brewery in Boulder which was
less to ship beer packaged in aluminum than
later moved to Estes Park and became known
beer in glass because it requires less shipping
as the Estes Park Brewery in 1994. Once this
space and less gas consumption. Convenience
brewery was purchased by Peak to Peak Brewand environmental ethics are two things that
ery, Knight decided that it had gotten too big
are not often married, but in this case, drinking
for him, so he left and went back to Boulder
canned beer makes it a lot easier to be “green.”
to start Twisted Pine Brewery in 1995. Two
So with this newfound knowledge on the
years later, Twisted Pine was also purchased
benefits of our new best friend in the periodic
by Peak to Peak and Knight moved on once
table, we at the BrewHaha raise our shining
again to found Wolf Tongue Brewery. Perhaps
cans to aluminum and review some of our
what is most impressive is the fact that at each
favorites in the realm. Leave your bottle opener
of these breweries, Knight won medals for a
at home this time.
number of different styles at the Great American Beer Festival. Without question, all of this
G’Knight (aka Gordon Ale)
serves to demonstrate the extent to which
Imperial Red Ale, 8.70% ABV
Knight was an incredibly gifted brewer and
Oskar Blues Brewery
entrepreneur. Knight, however, died in 2002
Lyons, CO
after his helicopter crashed as he was fighting a
4,400-acre forest fire that was burning outside
I chose to review this beer specifically for a
of Lyons, Colorado.
number of reasons. First, I absolutely love red
While his death was truly a loss for all of
ales and I jumped at the opportunity to drink
those who knew him, his life will be rememan Imperial one. Second, Oskar Blue has yet to
bered with this truly amazing and appropriately
let me down with any of their beers. And third,
badass beer.
it has been highly recommended to me a numEven as you simply crack the can open,
ber of different times, but I’ve usually been too you’re hit with a wave of pine and floral hops
damn broke to buy it.
which only builds the excitement. G’Knight
Chances are, for most clever beer names,
pours (that’s right, pours – do yourself a
there’s a solid story behind it if you’re willing
favor and put this gift from God in a glass) a
to look and the same holds true for G’Knight.
minimal, but thick, one-finger white head that
On the side of this silver and green can, you’ll
leaves a substantial amount of lacing around
find the following note: “If you knew the man
the walls of the glass. The color of this beer
behind this tribute, this ale needs no explanais truly vibrant as it appears to glow with dark
tion. If you didn’t, we’re sorry.” Intrigued by
and rich amber hues. Drawing in the aroma,
this minimalist message, I couldn’t help but to
a wide range of hop characteristics come
investigate further so that I could truly do this
through strongly with earth, grass, pine, and
beer and the man behind it justice.
floral notes at the forefront with a sweeter hint
G’Knight is named after Gordon Knight
of toffee in the background.
who was an exceptionally influential and sucUpon tasting, the mouthfeel can best be decessful craft brewer during the fledgling years
scribed as sticky. And by that, I mean that this
of the craft beer movement here in Colorado
beer is exceptionally thick. But for as thick as
during the 1990s. In 1993, Knight founded
this beer is, it is equally complex and balanced

Mexican Logger
Mexican-Style Lager
Ska Brewery
Durango, CO
People just don’t seem to understand Mexican Logger. Beer snobs think it’s too boring,
the less-experienced drinker is unimpressed.
But in my opinion, Ska’s Mexican Logger is not
only an amazing brew, but also one that exemplifies the aluminum can movement. Allow me
to explain through taste and reason.
Ska’s Mexican Logger is, surprisingly enough,
a Mexican-Style Lager, a brew style including
the likes of Corona, Pacifico and Sol. These
beers are not known for their “intricacies” or
their “refined form;” they are beers that can be
enjoyed by all and provide a fantastic substitute
for water on particularly hot days. This being
the case, Ska did not have the overly critical
beer market in mind when they created this
beer, and for that I am eternally grateful. Ska’s
Mexican Logger tastes exactly how a Mexican
Lager should taste but with a little bit of extra
girth as one would expect from a craft brewery.
The beer pours a golden yellow, more gold
than the yellow you see in Corona but very
reminiscent and boasts a very thin head. I
would not be surprised if most beer drinkers
could not tell the difference between this and
Budweiser upon first glance. The aroma is crisp,
with a hint of hops, but mostly just smells like
nondescript beer, the kind of smell spilled all
over your floor after a particularly wild night:
absolutely lovely at first, unbearable the next
morning. The beer tastes strongly of sweet
malts, grains, even a bit of citrus with a hint of
hops to tie it off with a bite. As I mentioned
earlier, Mexican Logger boasts a earthier,
heftier taste than most other Mexican Lagers,
most likely granted by the attention involved in
small-batch brewing and the use of high quality hops rather than hop extract, which some
larger breweries use in their cheaper beers.
In conclusion, no surprises here, but I still
stand by my opinion that Mexican Logger is
one of the best possible beers out of the can.
Like I said before, beer snobs tend to be in
opposition to this beer simply because it does
not offer enough, it is too plain, it is too boring,
it does not require enough skill, but therein
lies the beauty that only a true beer lover can
acknowledge, one who appreciates beer rather
than simply critiquing it. To create a successful
Mexican Lager, a brew style that has already
been cornered by conglomerate breweries,
and have it stand out strongly on its own is
no small feat. The beauty is in the simplicity, and those who want more “intricacies” or
“complexities” in their Mexican Lagers can go
buy a $15 bomber and leave me the hell alone.
Besides, have you ever tried to tote a 24-ounce
glass bottle on a hike? A kayak? A trek up a
Fourteener? I didn’t think so.
This article was originally published on May
17, 2011.
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