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EARLY AMERICAN IMPRINTS
—Robin Satterwhite, Social Sciences Liaison Librarian
distinguished independent libraries in the United
Tutt Library recently acquired access to another major
States. The Athenaeum’s catalog consisted of slips of
online collection of primary source materials – this
paper pasted into poorly preserved book volumes.
time for the study of North American history. “Early
Evans became an expert in book retrieval within this
American Imprints” is a full-text online collection that
collection. Later in the 1890s, Evans’ career took him to
reproduces almost every existing book, pamphlet, and
the Newberry Library in Chicago, where he was named
broadside published in America from 1639 to 1819.
cataloger. His stubborn attention to detail coupled with
“Early American Imprints” consists of two major parts,
other eccentric traits caused Evans to be dismissed from
“Early American Imprints, Series I, Evans” (1639this position. In order to support
1800), which is complete, and “Early
his family, Evans delved into what
American Imprints, Series II, Shawbecame his life’s work. Throughout
Shoemaker” (1801-1819), which
his career, he had been collecting
currently contains content published
the titles of every early-American
through 1808. Evans is the gateway
imprint that he encountered and in
to primary-source research on every
1902 published the first volume of
aspect of life in 17th- and 18thhis American “Bibliography.” There
century America, from agriculture
were no comparable bibliographies
and cooking to foreign affairs,
of publications at this time.
diplomacy, literature, music, religion,
Access to “Early American
the Revolutionary War, temperance,
Imprints” has been improved
slavery, witchcraft, and just about
several times as technology
any other topic imaginable. Though
has evolved. In 1955, Readex
the texts focus mainly on events in
Corporation began using microthe American colonies and newly
opaque technology to reproduce
created United States, other countries
the volumes indexed by the
are subjects of several volumes.
print bibliography. In the 1970s
The basis for “Early American
and 1980s, Readex also issued
Imprints” is a 12-volume print
the volumes in more-accessible
bibliography compiled by Charles
microfiche. Researchers who lived
Evans beginning in 1902. Evans’ goal
long distances from major research
was to identify every publication
libraries were delighted to have
printed in America from 1639 to
microform access to these primary
1820. His work ended with the year
Page from “Early American Imprints”
texts, even if it meant straining
1800, and in 1958 his work was
their eyes and necks to read the volumes on microform
supplemented by Ralph Shaw and Richard Shoemaker’s
readers.
20-volume “American Bibliography, a Preliminary
Though Tutt Library has the 12-volume print
Checklist for 1801-1819.”
bibliography, faculty and students were required to
The life of Charles Evans, the primary
either search for individual volumes in our collection,
bibliographer, provides an interesting side note.
borrow listed items via interlibrary loan, or make a trip
According to many accounts, Evans was a quirky
to Boulder to use the microfiche. Now access to this
individual. He began his career as a library assistant
collection can occur on or off campus.
at the Boston Athenaeum, one of the oldest and most
(Continued on page 4)

A CASE STUDY:
How A CC Thesis Writer Got It All Done
—Gwen Gregory, Head of Bibliographic Services
“If we knew what we were doing it wouldn’t be research.”
– Albert Einstein (1879-1955)
social sciences librarian. According to Hoekenga,
Students in many departments at Colorado College,
“RefWorks absolutely saved my life because every
from art to biology, conduct original research and
article, album, book, movie, everything I ever looked
write a senior thesis as part of their education. Some
at through the process was logged in my RefWorks
are required to prepare a thesis and some undertake
account.” She also used the services of the Writing
this task by choice. Students depend on Tutt Library
Center, especially assistant director Molly Gross.
to provide resources for their research and to help
She met with Gross twice a week for two blocks and
with preparation of the final document. I spoke with
worked with her to revise the thesis;
Hilary Hoekenga, who graduated in May
she estimates that she revised it at least
2005 with her B.A. in sociology, about
15 times.
her experiences with the thesis process.
The thing Hoekenga enjoyed most
Hoekenga in fact wrote two theses,
about
writing her thesis was the topic.
one for her major in sociology and one
She’s glad she picked a topic in which
for her minor in women’s studies. Her
she was really interested, and she
adviser was Gul Aldikacti Marshall of the
hopes that she can rework her research
sociology department. Her sociology
into a journal article. She’s happy to
thesis is entitled “A Case Study: Female
have “190 pages of my own work, a
Musicians’ Use of Lyrics to Participate in
culmination of techniques and ideas I
Social Protest,” and her women’s studies
learned as sociology major.” Her most
thesis is entitled “Audience Interpretation
surprising finding was “how little the
versus Artist Intention.” Both focus on
artists that I looked at discussed race
the lyrics of contemporary female protest
Hilary Hoekenga
matters. I found that shocking because
musicians.
it seems to be a very important issue over the last
Hoekenga’s topics reflect her lifelong interest
decade or so.” Right now, Hoekenga is working as
in music and its social effects. Music has been
a paraprofessional in the Crown Faculty Center on
an important influence in her life, so she wanted
campus. She plans to attend graduate school, possibly
to investigate whether the music that she finds
in sociology or law, and would like to continue her
most important is “actually politically and socially
research on contemporary protest musicians.
important or if it is just lost in all the confusion of
the music business.” She analyzed the lyrics of 10
CDs by five musicians for her research. She used
Internet searches to find some of the lyrics but had to
transcribe many of them herself. She then analyzed
the content of the lyrics by subject. She had 120
pages of lyrics and reviewed them seven times,
using highlighters to color-code the subjects. This
data analysis was the hardest part of her project.
Most theses prepared by CC students are availShe used many resources at Tutt Library to complete
able in the library collection. They are housed
her research. She read most of our books on female
on the 2nd floor of Tutt Library in the south
musicians, and looked up articles in JSTOR and other
wing. They are grouped by department and
databases. She didn’t need to use our interlibrary loan
then by the author’s name. Hoekenga’s can be
services, because we had the books she needed. She
used our RefWorks software to create and manage
found under the call number Socio. T H671.
her bibliography, with the help of Robin Satterwhite,
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SYNERGY THROUGH PROXIMITY:
The Learning Commons At Tutt Library
—Paige Pancratz, Coordinator of Advising and Tutoring Services, Colket Student Learning Center
“I work in the Learning Commons because I feel that
the space gives me energy,” says Colin Walsh ’07,
a ‘regular’ of the recently renovated south wing of
Tutt Library. Now in its second year of operation, the
Learning Commons continues to be a hub of academic
activity. This remodel enabled the college to centralize
academic support services previously scattered
across campus into a single, synergistic location. A
student working on a paper in the library no longer
has to trek across campus for an appointment at the
Writing Center: students can sit down with a reference
librarian, do their research, and visit the Writing Center
without ever leaving the library.
The Learning Commons brings together the Office
of First-year and Sophomore Studies and Advising,
Disability Services, a Computer and Advanced
Technology Lab, the Crown Faculty Center, and the
Colket Student Learning Center, which comprises the
Writing Center, the Quantitative Reasoning Center, a
learning specialist, and an ESL specialist. There is a
Crown Faculty Center conference room with resources
on teaching, and a technology-enhanced room used
for classes, luncheons, and meetings.
The design is a clear break from the main part of
Tutt Library. The Learning Commons boasts vibrant
primary colors with a yellow soffit leading visitors
through the space’s gentle curves and deliberate
angles. There is a wall designated for campus artwork,
a kitchen area where visitors can fix a cup of tea or
coffee, an amoeba-shaped table for collaborative
studying in the Quantitative Reasoning Center, and
unique lighting throughout. LKA Partners and lead
architect Rhonda Boger-Linder recently won a Citation
Award for Outstanding Design from the American
Institute of Architects for this project.
The comfortable study area in the middle of the
Learning Commons has living-room-style seating and
versatile tables that can be moved to accommodate
group or individual work. One of the most impressive
changes to the area is the expansive glass wall that
overlooks the campus quad, making it a favorite spot
for many students. “I need to be in the presence of

natural light,” Walsh asserts. “Although some people
might feel distracted by seeing all the people walking
by, the connection to the outside world gives me a
more positive attitude when I am working.”
The study area is not the only feature attracting
students and faculty; clearly they are exploiting all the
resources the Learning Commons has to offer. Each
office noted dramatic increases in usage during their
first year in the space and each is maintaining these
numbers during the current year. The Quantitative
Reasoning Center saw a 300 percent increase in
student usage, while the Office of First-year and
Sophomore Studies and Advising posted a twofold increase and the Writing Center about a 30
percent increase. The Learning Commons may have
contributed to the library’s 20 percent increase in
gate counts and 25 percent increase in reference-desk
questions, as well.
The Learning Commons has also drawn national
attention. Last spring, working with faculty-center
directors at Allegheny College, Connecticut
College, and St. Lawrence University, Colorado
College hosted a conference on the concept of the
Learning Commons. Small teams from Bates, Vassar,
Middlebury, and DePauw joined the others to explore
models of future libraries that might meld faculty
and student centers and encourage collaboration
among librarians, technology specialists, and faculty.
As Colorado College begins to think about its own
future library, the Learning Commons is proving to be
a fertile ground for ideas surrounding faculty teaching
and student learning.
“The Learning Commons is a crossroads for
students and faculty who now identify the library as
a center for learning rather than only a repository of
information,” said Paul Kuerbis, director of both the
Crown Faculty Center and the Colket Student Learning
Center. “It’s one example of how student and faculty
resources for teaching and learning can be brought
together. Moreover, it stands as a symbol of, and sends
a message about, the enhanced intellectual climate at
the college.”

ANNOUNCEMENT
Special Collections has received a grant from the Colorado Digitization Project to digitize about 40 hours of recorded
music from the Rubén Cobos Collection of Spanish New Mexican Folklore. The collection in total consists of over
300 hours of reel-to-reel recordings of recorded ballads, poems, prayers, nursery rhymes, riddles, proverbs, stories,
personal narratives, songs, instrumental music, and descriptions of social customs, ritual practices, and children’s
games, almost all in Spanish. The recordings date from between 1944 and 1974 and are mainly from northern New
Mexico. In 1999, CC published a catalog of a portion of the collection, “Music in the Rubén Cobos Collection of
Spanish New Mexican Folklore,” edited by Victoria Lindsay Levine and Amanda Chace. Through the grant from the
CDP, the pieces in this catalog will be digitized and made available free of charge via the Internet.
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(Continued from front page)

Early American Imprints
The search interface for the new “Early American
Imprints” is simple. You can use a keyword search in
the citation text; search by date or place of publication;
or do more general searches by “genre,” “subjects,”
“author,” and so on. Help screens are available, along
with a variety of search hints, such as notes on variant
spellings. Once you retrieve a list of documents, more
options will appear, including the ability to broaden
your search to include all documents in the database,
or to narrow your search to just those documents in
your retrieval set. One interesting feature is that users
can form their own library of texts to search or browse.
The Evans/Shaw-Shoemaker Digital Collections
make 36,000 works and 2,400,000 images available
and searchable to the Tutt Library community.
Researchers have access to such authors as:
History
• George Washington
• John Hancock
• John Locke
• John Adams
• Alexander Hamilton
• Samuel Adams
• James Madison
• John Marshall

Literature
• Benjamin Franklin
• Mary Rowlandson
• Jonathan Swift
• Phillis Wheatley
• Daniel Defoe
• Anne Bradstreet
• Samuel Johnson
• William Bradford

Social Life
• Robert Fulton
• William Penn
• Isaac Watts
• Jonathan Edwards
• Samuel Davies
• Cotton Mather
• Increase Mather
• Thomas Paine

WEB LINKS:
Early American Imprints, Series I
(Evans)
http://0-infoweb.newsbank.com.tiger.
coloradocollege.edu/?db=EVAN
Coverage: 1639-1800
Full text of almost every book and pamphlet
printed in North America from 1639 to 1800.

Early American Imprints, Series II
(Shaw-Shoemaker)
http://0-infoweb.newsbank.com.tiger.
coloradocollege.edu/?db=SHAW
Coverage: 1801-1819
When complete, will contain full text of
almost every book and pamphlet printed in
North America from 1801 to 1819.
Currently up to 1812.

Tutt Librarians Engage In Virtual Reference Services
—Lisa Lister, Reference Services Librarian
Immersed in the midst of a dynamic information
world, libraries are adopting new ways of serving their
information-seeking clientele. In that spirit, a realtime, interactive online service called AskColorado
was launched in the fall of 2003 by the state library.
Anyone in Colorado can visit the Web site and ask
a question. A live librarian will greet you, 24 hours
a day, seven days a week (excluding holidays).
Annually increasing in popularity, AskColorado
librarians now answer over 5,000 questions a month
from residents of all ages that hail from every county
in the state. The Web site is: http://AskColorado.org
AskColorado is a cooperative effort, staffed
by school, public, and academic librarians from
over 200 libraries across the state. Questions are
routed through appropriate queues, so that research
and college-level questions are sent to academic
librarians, secondary-school questions go to school
librarians, etc. Tutt librarians have one shift a week
to assist in this statewide library community effort.
(Fortunately we don’t have to work at 2 a.m. – the
night hours are contracted out to a nationwide
service). Here is a real sampling of questions asked
during our AskColorado shifts:
“I’m looking for statistics on domestic motor fuel
consumption”
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“What role did women have with the Knights
Templar?”
“I need information on how age and gender affect
purchasing decisions in Russia”
In a similar vein, Tutt Library is now offering students
the option of Instant Messaging (IM) a reference
librarian for assistance. Instant Messaging is just like
emailing someone, except that you can see if your
intended recipient is online first. This allows you to
engage in a real-time, “instant” conversation. From
their dorm rooms, some students have used IM to
obtain advice on which databases to use to find
subject-specific articles. One student needed to find
writings on liberation theology by Latin American
clergy. The on-duty librarian gave some initial ideas
via IM, and later the student came in person to the
reference desk for more in-depth assistance. Using IM
is second nature to students, so this is a natural means
to promote reference service on campus.
AskColorado and IM are small pieces of a brave
new information world. Tutt librarians lionheartedly
embrace these new technologies, because, in the end,
they enhance and amplify what we have always done
best: provide help with research, no matter the means
by which the questions arrive to us.

RECENT ACQUISITIONS IN SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
—Jessy Randall, Curator of Special Collections
2005 has been an amazing year for gifts to
Special Collections.
In January, Tom Reynolds (CC class of 1974)
gave us a reel-to-reel audio recording of a concert
The Doors gave at CC’s Homecoming dance in
1967. His recording contains two songs by the
warm-up band, a Colorado Springs group called
the Broadway Shell and Muse Band (formerly
the Ceeds) and four songs by The Doors: “Break
on Through (to the Other Side),” “Strange Days,”
“Back Door Man,” and “Light My Fire.”

The Doors in concert at CC, 1967.

In May, Carky Rubens (CC
class of 1952) and his family
donated a single leaf from
the Gutenberg Bible: “A
Noble Fragment: Being
a Leaf of the Gutenberg
Bible, 1450-1455,” with a
bibliographical essay by A. Edward Newton (New
York: Gabriel Wells, 1921). The Gutenberg Bible
is the first book printed with movable type in the
western world. In the mid-15th century, Johann
Gutenberg printed about 180 copies in Mainz,
Germany. Forty-eight copies have survived
and are preserved in libraries. In the early 20th
century, a book dealer bought a damaged copy of
the Gutenberg Bible, dismantled it, and sold the
leaves individually as “noble fragments.” CC’s leaf
contains chapters VIII-X of Kings I. It is printed
in black ink with red and blue hand-written
decorations.
Later that same month, local art collector
Peggy Marshall donated her correspondence with
the artist Mary Chenoweth, who taught at CC
from 1957 until 1984. Marshall also donated a
few pieces of Chenoweth’s work to the college.

The Chronicle is an occasional publication
of the Charles Leaming Tutt Library at Colorado College,
1021 North Cascade Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80903
Address comments to
Carol Dickerson
719-389-6671
cdickerson@ColoradoCollege.edu
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BIGGEST OVERDUE FINE EVER …
Early in 2005, Peter Eliot, CC class of 1981, returned
an overdue book: Hisham Sharabi’s “Nationalism and
Revolution in the Arab World” (Princeton, N.J.: D. Van
Nostrand Company, 1966), which he’d had for the past
25 years.
We were all certain he had set some kind of record
until Ina Begerow Dalsemer, CC class of 1962, sent us a
copy of William Inge’s “Picnic: A Summer Romance in
Three Acts” (New York: Random House, 1953), which
had been in her possession for at least 45 years.
Mrs. Dalsemer promises us that she is not to blame:
“I did not help myself to books without checking them
out. The culprit would have to have been my late
husband, Leonard, or a friend.”
“Picnic” was in remarkably good condition – possibly
in better condition than if it had remained in the library!
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