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Faculty Meeting Features Student Speakers and Concludes
with 81-12 Vote to Eliminate the West In Time
By ERICA WILLIAMS

This past fourth week, Colorado College faculty voted to alter
the college curriculum by removing the West in Time all-college
requirement. The vote was a staggering 81–12. Furthermore, the
meeting was unique, as it gave black students the floor to discuss
the petition they created. Written by the black community of CC
and then signed by over 500 members of the student body, the
petition called for several changes to the campus environment as
well as the college curriculum, following the racist email sent to a
large portion of the CC community.
“While the email was the catalyst for this movement, the movement is about so much more than that,” said sophomore Shane
Brown. “While I didn’t attend the meeting myself, I helped write
the petition with Cam [Kaplan] after I noticed racial tension on
campus getting worse following the email. I mean, I heard black
students saying things like, white friends are cancelled and

whatnot. Personally, I grew up in the rural south, and I’ve seen
it before: division makes it harder to create positive change; I
wanted to see unity instead of division.”
In an audio recording of the meeting produced by an unknown
source, Black Student Union member Cam Kaplan can be heard
in the background making her way through the student section of
the audience, telling her peers to get ready to go to the front, despite only four making speeches. “[Dean and head of REMS Sandra Wong] emailed me ahead of time asking how many of us there
would be […] so they could set up extra seats for us, but, like, we
never had a definite number,” Kalplan explained. “They put out
like 20, but there ended up being 38 of us.”
The speeches made by the four students were nothing short
of passionate. The introduction speaker expressed that while
“thoughts and prayers” are frequently given to those targeted
Continued on pg. 6

Earth Week Pushes
Students to Get More
Involved

Emotionally Charged Dance Workshop
Questions Inclusion
By MADDY UNGER
Colorado College families and
students squirmed in rows of seats
as the lights dimmed in Armstrong
Hall. Hushed whispers of excitement—sporadically broken by a
loud “Woohoo!”—reverberated off
the walls, and all eyes fell to the
stage.

“The air was electric backstage,”
said dancer Annika Gartner ‘21.
“You could almost feel the nerves
of excitement radiating from behind the curtain and into the
crowd.”
Dance Workshop is a studentproduced biannual event that has
happened for over 15 years. It consists of about 20 to 30 choreographers and at least 100 dancers. It

is open to all dance skill levels, and
it incorporates every dance style
from electronic, hip hop, and ballet, to contemporary and improvisational.
Dance Workshop has always
been the most attended studentrun event on campus, but this
spring performance was unprecedented in its weekend turnout.
Continued on pg. 11
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Theta to Hold Annual Philanthropy Kickball Tournament
Register today for Kicks for CASA.
Page 2

Moving
Past
Marred
History in
the Middle
East

Tigers in NYC
Seventh Block Break on the career
center sponsored Tiger Trek. Page 4

Max Kronstadt shares his hopes
on why we might see “peace in the
Middle East” sooner than we might
expect. Page 14

Cartoon by Lo
Wall

multiple opportunities to view art
that honors the Earth. In addition
to a Monday night gallery show
In honor of Earth Day this past titled “A Santero in the Modern
Sunday, the first week of Block 8 World” by Luis Tapia, there was a
was designated as Earth Week; State of the Rockies gallery in Tutt
Library Viz Lab
Colorado College
for the rest of the
students were able
week. “I think art
to stay busy with
is one of the best
the numerous fesways to celebrate
tivities offered on
“CC is doing a great the Earth,” Burns
campus. Among
many of CC’s job of uniting students said. “Artistic debring
green movements
together for a great pictions
the beauty of the
is the “Ditch Discause.”
planet
directly
posable”
camto people, which
paign. For all of
helps them to apBlock 8, students
preciate it more.”
will be charged an
Tuesday’s acextra 25 cents for
using a disposable cup, encourag- tivities included the Wellness Reing people to bring their own reus- source Center-sponsored flower
able mugs. The various other Earth planting and pot decorating workWeek events will conclude April 28. shop outside the Worner Center.
“I’m really excited for everything Additionally, the Pop-Up Swap
there is to do on campus this week,” Space occupied Tutt Library Event
said junior Beau Burns. “CC is do- Space for the afternoon. Voluning a great job of uniting students teers during the week also sorted
through the trash in the Worner
together for a great cause.”
Throughout the week there were
Continued on pg. 4
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East Asian Languages Program
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Looking for new places to
climb?
CC’s Dan Crossey talks about his favorite climbing crags in the Southwest.
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Attacking the Haters

The Catalyst sits down with Steve
Getty, the current director at the
Quantitative Reasoning Center, and
a former visiting professor in the geology department. Page 5
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•

News

•

April 27, 2018

Colorado College is pushing towards their goal of a carbon stations over the coming years to boost our overall infrastrucneutral campus with the planned installation of two more ture. The internal chargers will be an added benefit that will
be included in the purchase of a
electric car charging ports. Currently,
parking pass. We are currently
there is a single-unit ChargePoint located
sourcing options for the interin south campus near the 3-D art studio
nal charging network that will
and South Hall. Since its installment and
“We are currently sourcing hopefully operate on the CC
first charging session in April 2013, it has
Gold Card RFID system.” This,
provided 6.018 megawatts of energy and
options for the internal
combined with the goal of addsaved 2,528 kilograms of greenhouse gas
charging network that will
ing charging stations each year,
emissions. This has come from a total of
517 charges, which have also provided
hopefully operate on the CC will help the school reach their
goal of a net zero carbon foot$1,058.24 of revenue.
Gold Card RFID system.”
print.
With the two new charging ports, the OfPage concluded that everyone
fice of Sustainability, in conjunction with
can stay up to date on the projthe Campus Sustainability Council, hope
ect’s developments with the renot only to expand the campus network
but also the national network of charging stations as a whole. lease of the State of Sustainability Report that will be posted
This means that anyone can use them. Cory Page ’18 hopes on the Office of Sustainability’s webpage next month. While
that this will “encourage more CC students, faculty, and staff not many people currently drive electric cars, the availability
to bring electric cars to campus.” These charging stations are of these charging ports will hopefully inspire the campus to
not intended for campus related vehicles only. However, by invest in more sustainable actions as a whole.
August 2018, all transportation in CC cars and buses will be
offset by a fee-per-mile carbon
tax.
The new charging ports will be
in Lot C-1by Tutt Library, but the
goal is to eventually transition
spaces in all the campus lots to
include the electric car charging stations. These ports were
unveiled in a ribbon cutting ceremony Thursday afternoon as
part of CC’s Earth Week.
“Campus Safety determined
what spots were available and
how we can slowly begin to transition spaces in all of our campus lots to include EV chargers,”
Page explained. “With Campus
Safety and other key players in
Facilities, we devised a plan to
Photos
install both public and internal
By Celia
Herdic
EV [electric vehicle] charging

Kicks for CASA

By GRACE PERRY
Photo By Nick Penzel

On April 28, Kappa Alpha Theta—one of
Colorado College’s three sororities—is hosting their annual event, Kicks for CASA: a
campus-wide kickball tournament to support Theta’s primary service project, Court
Appointed Special Advocates.
Established in 1977, CASA is a nonprofit
organization working through volunteer advocacy to ensure that abused and neglected
children find safe, permanent homes. Last
year, over 250,000 children were helped by
CASA services. While the organization is
headquartered in Seattle, they have more
than 1,000 state and local program offices
across the country, including one in Colorado Springs.
CC has held Kicks for CASA every year since
2002, and all of the money raised goes directly to supporting CASA’s local office. Last

“Theta foundations all go
to CASA so other schools
have kickball tournaments
too, which is really cool to
think about—being a part of
something bigger.”

year, Theta donated $8,000 to CASA through
student participation in the event as well as

generous donations from Theta alumni and
other community members.
“All Theta nationally donates to CASA,”
explained Stokes Kandzari ‘21, the sorority’s current service of philanthropy director. “Theta foundations all go to CASA so
other schools have kickball tournaments too,
which is really cool to think about—being
part of something bigger.”
The event will take place on Saturday at
10:30 a.m. on Donald E. Autrey (Yampa)
field, Armstrong Quad, and North Palmer
Quad (Tutt Science circle). Students interested in participating must sign up with a team
of 8–15 students by Friday afternoon. The $10
registration fee can be paid in cash or by using Gold Card Plus. Theta will be tabling from
noon to 1 p.m. to accept final registrations.
Last year, around 15 teams participated in

Kicks for CASA, and Kandzari hopes to beat
last year’s turnout, encouraging everyone to
sign up and support CASA’s work.
“It just goes to such a great cause,” Kandzari
said. “I can’t find a reason to pass up on it …
and it’s just a really great activity to get everyone out and enjoy being outside and come
together as a community to a good cause.”
While kickball is the event’s main draw,
Theta has planned a day they hope will attract all students, with the inclusion of music,
food, and drinks throughout the afternoon.
When asked why students should come
to the event, Kandzari smiled and said, “It’s
just fun music playing, grilling out, sunny
day on Yampa, why would you not want to
be there?”
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Colorado State Assemblies Bring Drama and Excitement

By CHARLOTTE SCHWEBEL
On April 13, first-year Elena Martinez-Vivot pulled up to a cozy house in a Denver
suburb. With six other Colorado College
students, she gathered around a table, whispering. Gubernatorial candidate Cary Kennedy was sleeping in a bedroom above them
and waking her was out of the question. The
state assembly, Kennedy’s chance to get on
the primary ballot, was the next day.
Kennedy had nothing to worry about. She
obtained twice as many votes as the next
candidate, with about 63 percent of the vote.
The seven Colorado College students who
attended the event as delegates, selected
at the county assembly, spent most of the
event in the box with Kennedy and her
staff. Just before the final vote came out, the
buzzing room went quiet. Everyone’s attention was on the stage. When the numbers
were read out, Martinez-Vivot let out a deep
breath. “Did I hear that right? Over 60 percent,” she said. There was exuberance in the
resounding “yes” that came back across the
room. With the majority of the vote, Kennedy will receive the coveted top line on the
ballot this November.
Democrats observed more than the race
for Governor, though. Jenna Griswold, who
is running for secretary of state, won 90 percent of the vote. She knocked one candidate
off the primary ballot and seems well-positioned to enter the open race. Griswold
was endorsed by all Democratic gubernatorial candidates, EMILY’s list, and a variety of unions across the state. She has also
fundraised much more than her Republican
competitor thus far.
The attorney general race was a bit unexpected, with early front-runner Joe Salazar
earning 37 percent of the vote to out-ofstater Phil Weiser’s 53 percent. Weiser motivated the crowd with a speech on civic
responsibility, speaking with emotion early
on about his grandmother’s journey from
Europe to the U.S. during the Holocaust.
However, both candidates made the ballot
and Amy Padden, who won 11 percent of

“I’m tired of losing,” he said.
“Haven’t you had enough
of losing? I’m ready to start
winning!”

the vote. His speech was the first time many
had ever seen him, but his momentum seems
to be on the rise.
Lopez is a staunch, President Donald
Trump-supporting Republican, and he spent
much of his speech appealing to the values
of Trump’s supporters. He derided illegal immigration and praised the president’s strong
leadership style. Much of his rhetoric echoed
President Trump’s. “I’m tired of losing,” he
said. “Haven’t you had enough of losing? I’m
ready to start winning!” He claimed that he
could appeal to Latinx voters across the state
through his Latinx background and Spanishspeaking skills.
According to reporters at the Denver Post,
the Republican State Assembly was full of
“ruthless attacks,” with pamphlets circulated
through the event undermining the credibility of many candidates.
Coffman may have made the ballot if not
for the late entry of Walker Stapleton. Stapleton, who was state treasurer for two terms
and the front-runner in the Republican governor’s race, risked not making the ballot
when it was revealed many of his signatures
were illegally gathered. He emerged from the
assembly with 43 percent of the vote. Though
this is the end of the road for a few, it is just
the beginning for most. Both party primary
elections will be on June 26, and the general
election will be on November 6.

the vote, will make it to the ballot throug signatures regardless; she only needed 10 percent to do so.
In Boulder, Colo. there were more surprises.
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Long-shot candidate Greg Lopez came out of
nowhere to win 32 percent of the vote. Lopez
knocked out Cynthia Coffman, the current
attorney general, who only won 6 percent of
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Weekly Rundown

The Career Center Organizes CC’s Fourth
Tiger Trek to NYC

By Charlotte Schwebel

ON CAMPUS
• The West In Time requirement was ended last
week. (Butler Center)

By ELLEN LOUCKS
Traveling to New York City is an incredible opportunity many students would
readily seize. During seventh Block Break,
24 Colorado College students were able to
fly to NYC through the Career Center’s Tiger Trek program to connect with prominent CC alumni.
Tiger Trek is a biannual trip organized
by the Career Center and the Office of
Alumni and Family Relations. The trips
are open to all CC students of any major or
year. According to the CC Career Chronicles, these trips arrange “student tours of
major cities to highlight prestigious alumni and potential career paths. These fourday trips over a block break each semester
provide students with valuable insights as
well as the opportunity to make connections in their fields.” Tiger Treks are entirely free of charge to students and provide
invaluable networking opportunities.
Each Tiger Trek concentrates on a specific profession or industry. The first Tiger
Trek focused on politics and was held during second Block Break last school year in
Washington, D.C. The second Tiger Trek
centered around the tech industry and
was held during seventh Block Break of
last year in San Francisco. The third Tiger
Trek concentrated on business and was
held during second Block Break of the
current school year in Seattle.
The Tiger Trek to NYC was CC’s fourth
Trek. For the first time, rather than only
taking a group of 12 students, the Career
Center partnered with the computer science department, which enabled them
to conduct two trips to New York. This
allowed for twice as many students to attend. The trip was split so that 12 students
attended an Arts, Media, & Communications Trek, while another 12 students attended a Computer Science Trek.
Both Tiger Treks to New York departed
from CC on fourth Wednesday and arrived by plane in New York around midnight. On Thursday and Friday, the Computer Science Trek and the Arts, Media, &
Communications Trek separated to visit
their respective sites. Before flying out of
New York on Saturday afternoon, several hours of free time were allotted in the
morning for students to explore the city.
Students ventured out and ate dim sum,
toured Times Square, shopped, or met up

C-SPRINGS
• The Supreme Court ruled that Congressman
Doug Lamborn illegally collected signatures to
get on the ballot, and therefore will not be allowed to run for reelection.(DenPo)
• A Colorado Springs double amputee, Mandy
Horvath, climbed the Manitou Incline in four
hours. (KDVR)

COLORADO
• More than 150 Colorado teachers walked out
of class in protest of a bill which would cut retirement benefits. Meanwhile, Colorado Grand
Old PartyGOP lawmakers introduced a bill to jail
teachers who go on strike as the teacher unions
gear up for another walkout on the April 27.
(Hill/DenPo)
Photo Courtesy
of Ellen Loucks

Jonathan Beal, Media Assembly with Dawith friends or family members.
Thursday evening consisted of a cam- vid Pinto-Carpenter, ?What If! Innovation
paign event to raise awareness for CC’s with Michael White, CNN with Maria SpiBuilding on Originality initiative. Both nella, the Whitney Museum of American
treks convened for this event, which was Art with Elena Keelson Gonzales, and a
luncheon with BYKids
conducted on the 40th
founder, Holly Carter.
floor of the World Trade
The Computer SciCenter. There, CC alumence Trek also toured
ni, parents, and current
six companies where
students gathered to
The Career Center
CC alumni are preshear President Jill Tiefanticipates a
ently employed. These
enthaler, The Fine Arts
continuation of the
companies
included
Center Curator of Modern and Contempo- Tiger Trek program for SocialCode with Derek
Ward, The School of the
rary Art Joy Armstrong,
many years to come. New York Times with
and professor Rebecca
Meghan Groome, FlatTucker expound upon
iron Health with Josh
the recent union of CC
Kraut, JW Player with
and the FAC. AdditionDan Corman, Bloomally, studio art major
Quang Vu ’18 shared his experience in berg with Joe Karlin, TripAdvisor with
collaborating with Hatian artist Ralph Robert Matsuoka, and a luncheon with
Allen to paint a mural titled, “The Spell.” Carly Glassmeyer from WayUp. AdditionThe evening concluded with a panel dis- ally, Computer Science Trek participants
cussion led by theatre and dance profes- were able to have breakfast with Toni
sor Tom Lindblade, which also featured Pizza from New York University Game
Nancy Nagel Gibbs ’71, Gareth Saxe ’93, Center.
The Career Center anticipates a continand Marc Webb ’96.
The Arts, Media, & Communications uation of the Tiger Trek program for many
Trek toured six companies where vari- years to come. Future Tiger Trek trips are
ous CC alumni currently work. These tentatively planned for Chicago and Loncompanies included Apartment Therapy don, England.
with Camey Hess, A&E Productions with

Earth Week Pushes Students to
Get More Involved
Continued from the front page
Center to decide how CC can improve
its recycling and composting efforts.
On Wednesday evening from 8:30-10
p.m., there was an observatory open
house hosted by the spring astronomy
adjunct class. In Barnes Science Center,
room 506, students were able to view
the first quarter moon. Earlier in the day
there was a thesis on “Grapes of Wrath”
in the Worner Center WES Room.
Additionally on Wednesday at 6 p.m.
was, the Timothy Linneman Lecture
Series in Celeste Theatre, titled, “Just
Sustainabilities: Re-imagining equality,
living within limits.” The lecturer, Julian
Agyeman, is the originator of the concept of “just sustainability,” the full integration of social justice and sustainability. Agyemen is also a professor of urban
and environmental policy and planning
at Tufts University.
In his lecture, he focused on the role
of social needs and welfare to provide
a more well-rounded understanding of
sustainability. He will also address different projects that have the potential to
promote inclusivity in the world of sus-

U.S.A

tainable development.
On Thursday, there was a sustainability Career Panel in Tutt Science Lecture
Hall, in addition to the electric vehicle
charger ribbon cutting outside of Tutt
Library. That evening, there was a dinner and lecture by People for Bikes at Sacred Grounds. April 27 is Arbor Day, and
there will be a planting activity outside
of Bemis Hall at 12:30 p.m. Saturday’s
Investival Festival, featuring live music,

free food, and a gear swap and sale with
the Bike Co-Op, will be on Donald E.
Autrey Field (Yampa) from 1–5 p.m. will
wrap up the exciting week.
“Events celebrating the planet are
important,” said junior Nadia Banks.
“However, in order to make a lasting difference, people need to keep up their
energy-saving habits outside of Earth
Week.” While involvement in Earth
Week activities such as taking shorter
showers or using a reusable mug are important, real change lies in developing
long-lasting, earth-friendly habits. Keep
it up, CC!

Photo by
Daniel
Sarché

• The Supreme Court is currently hearing the
Muslim Travel Ban case. (AP)
• President Donald Trump signed a sweeping
executive order asking federal agencies to require beneficiaries of public programs to prove
work, completely revamping the social safety
net. (NBC)
• Arizona teachers are on strike, prompting the
first-ever statewide walkout in protest of school
funding. On Thursday, some 50,000 teachers will
stage the first teacher walkout in Arizona history
despite campaign promises by the current governor to bump their pay by 20 percent. (NPR/CNN)
• A federal judge ruled that transgender people
are a protected class, stopping Trump’s military
ban in its tracks. (HuffPo)
• A prominent gay rights lawyer set himself on
fire in a New York park. In his suicide note, he derided American apathy to climate change. (NPR)
• Desiree Linden became the first U.S. woman
to win the Boston Marathon since 1985. (TeamUSA)
• Transgender inmates can now choose where
they are housed in NYC prisons. (NYPo)
• The Department of Justice is suspending
funding for know-your-rights trainings at immigrant detention centers. (WestWorld)
• Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
raided a factory in Morristown Tenn. arresting 97
people and deporting many. (CAP)
• The National Memorial for Peace and Justice,
which opened this week, is dedicated to the victims of lynching and American white supremacy. (NYT)

WORLD
• A U.S. led coalition launched missile attacks
on Syria in response to a chemical attack on civilians in a rebel-held suburb of Damascus. (NPR/
CNN)
• Raúl Castro stepped down to make way for
the younger Miguel Díaz-Canel, marking the
first time since the founding of the country that a
non-Castro will be in power. (WashPo)
• Kendrick Lamar won a Pulitzer for his album
DAMN. (AP)
•Barbara Bush, wife of President Bush Sr. and
mother of President Bush Jr., passed away at the
age of 92. (WashPo)
• The entire island of Puerto Rico lost power in
the largest blackout in US history and the second-largest in the world. (Vox)
• Protests have erupted across Nicaragua over
social security reforms. At least 67 people have
been shot with live rounds or rubber bullets by
police. (Guardian)
• Colin Kaepernick was awarded the 2018 Ambassador of Conscience by Amnesty International, an award previously won my Malala and
Mandela. (Upworthy)
• A treaty to formally end the Korean War is being discussed between North and South Korea
on the condition that North Korea gives up their
nuclear arms in exchange for security guarantees. (NYT)
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Steve Getty

Steve Getty is the current director at the Quantitative Reasoning Center, and a former visiting professor in the geology
department. Getty first joined the Colorado College community in 1999. He later engaged in curriculum development and
educational research, and he has worked on projects for entities like NASA and the U.S. Department of Education during
his time in Colorado Springs. Beyond his scientific pursuits, he
enjoys hobbies like bird watching and mountain biking.

TC: What is your favorite part about working with
CC students in particular?

that’s really exciting. That’s a sort of dynamic, active way to be
problem solving and figuring stuff out.

SG: The thing that I notice is—this might be a result of the
block plan but—when you present them with a good challenge or task, they really engage in that and can get involved
in figuring out whatever needs to be figured out.

TC: What is one of your favorite projects that
you’ve worked on?

TC: How have you felt since moving into the new library?
Interview/Photo by
Jonathan Tignor

The Catalyst: Why is it important for institutions
to have services like the QRC?
Steve Getty: One of the things that’s great about colleges
and universities is a lot of learning occurs in classrooms, but
additional learning occurs outside of the classroom. So that’s
in places like labs, field trips, learning centers, and we’re
working here to try to be a part of the broader learning environment. We provide a variety of types of services. Our main
one is the drop-in tutoring at the QRC. We also have learning assistants who collaborate closely with faculty in courses,
and those students work with the course over the block. And
then we also offer one-on-one tutoring so that students can
have a chance to work a little more intensively with a tutor.
The other thing that we’ve been doing more and more lately
is helping students and faculty with different sorts of datasets, such as either in their research or in their thesis work.

TC: What did the career path that brought you to
CC look like?
SG: Well it’s very exciting to be here, but I have a shady past
as a geologist; for about 20 years I studied plate tectonics and
the formation of mountain chains, and I had a wonderful opportunity to get to work in mountain chains around Earth.
And then I had an opportunity to come to CC in 1999, and I
was a visiting professor for three years in the geology department. After that, I did something completely different: an
educational research and development firm where we were
looking at education systems throughout the country. We
had a variety of projects sponsored by the National Science
Foundation, NASA, and the U.S. Department of Education.
Then about five years ago, I received an offer to return to CC
and direct the QRC.

SG: Well, it’s very different. We were in a small back corner
in the old library. And then last year, we were in Gill House
which was very cozy and popular with the students. In the
new library, it’s very different—it’s very open, it’s a bit more
active and noisy—but we’re actually working with a lot more
students than we have in the past, and it’s been a very dynamic place. Between our three different main services that
we provide, what I was really interested to see was last year,
we worked with at least 47 to 48 percent of the student body.
And compared with other learning centers, that’s really
huge. What that tells us is a fundamental thing about learning: centers like ours are not just for struggling students. So
it’s not like when your car has something that needs fixing,
and you bring it to the shop. You don’t just come to places
like the QRC—or the Writing Center for that matter—if you’re
in trouble or struggling, but it’s for everybody to come, work
hard, and do better.

TC: Do you ever see connections between bird
watching as a hobby and the sciences you practice?
SG: Yeah, I do. I’ve had a couple opportunities to join classes at CC and help with bird identification. It’s also been great
on a couple opportunities to go out with [organismal biology
professor] Dr. Brian Linkhart and work with Brian and his
students studying owls. So I have had some some chances to
make those connections.

TC: Since you became the QRC director, is there anything that you have missed about being a professor?
SG: I think one of the things that’s interesting, especially
with the intensity of the Block Plan, is going from the start
of the block to the end of the block, completing that process. It’s been wonderful to have opportunities to work with
individual classes, but often it’s only been, you know, on a
couple of days basis. I know in the past, I’ve also had some
other opportunities to do active research with students, and

SG: I remember one student a number of years back at CC
who was a hard worker but not your typical top student, and
it was really exciting to see that student engage in a research
project where we were doing some thermal modeling of an
igneous structure. And boy, he just took off with that. Again,
when students get engaged in these projects and really take
ownership of the learning, that’s exciting and rewarding.

TC: Who is a source of inspiration for you?
SG: Oh there are so many people over the years, it’s hard
to point out one in particular. I guess when I started college,
I was going to be a biology major, but a birdwatcher I knew
was a geologist. We started talking a little bit more, I got interested in geology, and I kind of moved over to the dark side.
I’ve just loved earth sciences since then, but I also retain my
interest in biology and birds.

TC: What do you think about when you’re alone in
the car?
SG: Well, hopefully keeping my eyes on the road and where
I’m going. But my mind’s usually racing between 20 or 30
things, and then it gets interrupted by “Oh what was that
raptor that went over the hill?” or “What’s that rock in that
outcrop?”

TC: You’ve also held positions at Harvard University, the University of California, Berkeley, and the
University of New Mexico in addition to here at CC—
which has been your favorite school or environment
to be a part of?
SG: Well they’re are all really different. My role at CC has
been directing the center, and teaching, and doing some
research. When I was at Harvard and Berkeley, those were
primarily research appointments, and I had a wonderful
privilege to work with some amazing people and study some
really sticky problems. But I think one of my favorite places is
probably Berkeley. It’s very unique.
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Revolving Door

Incarcerated Writers Series
This series features writing from inmates at the El Paso County Jail. The articles stem from weekly programming facilitated by the Colorado College Prison
Project. Through contact between the CC community and Colorado Springs, this series aims to simultaneously broaden the CC perception of incarceration
issues and provide a platform for incarcerated writers. The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office requires approval of written material prior to publication and the
removal of authors’ last names.

By CHRIS THE CONSCIENCE
I’ve come to notice that the revolving
door which leads back to jail is pretty serious. There are plenty of factors in the world
outside of these walls that can contribute
to one returning to this horrible place,
whether it is stress, domestic disputes, or
drug problems.
A big issue that I’ve actually asked guys
about, and some of those I’ve picked up
on as a sixth sense you could say, is that
a good portion of guys just don’t care and
choose to go right back to the same lifestyle once they get released. It seems that
some would rather continue to dig a hole
instead of putting in the necessary work
it takes to pull oneself out of the world of
darkness.
I too was once guilty of this mind frame,
and it does take mental strength and gain-

ing knowledge of self to leave that mind
state behind. One thing that needs to be
realized is the definition of insanity is continuing to do the same things and expecting different results. This was a small piece
of understanding I had to comprehend.
There are some programs that the jail
has and some in the community that can
help with reintegration into society. One
is called Reintegration and Recovery,
which consists of classes such as Thinking for Change, Center on Fathering, Drug
Awareness, and so forth. Another program
the jail has is called the Gateway Program,
where you actually leave the jail and go
work at jobs that inmates get paid for. This
includes places such as World Arena and
Skybox Stadium. If you stay with the Gateway Program throughout your sentence,
Gateway will help you with housing and
finding a job after release. There is also
the military vet program that helps mili-

tary veterans get the help they need while
incarcerated and once released from jail.
Pikes Peak Workforce has some really great
opportunities with job fairs and help with
getting into certain job trades.
So there are a few programs out there designed to help us get on our feet once we
leave jail. I understand these programs do
not accept everybody, and that more programs need to be put in place to help exconvicts and inmates. But the help is there,
and we must be willing to use these things
to our advantage where there is help. You
can lead a horse to water, but you can’t
make him drink!
One guy I met in jail here has come back
to jail four times since I’ve been here because of domestic disputes with his girlfriend. Overall, he’s been to jail 19 times
because of domestic disputes with the
same person over the past three years. Another guy was released two weeks ago and

is already back with new charges. I didn’t
even recognize him for the first couple
of days he was back because he was so
sucked up and skinny from drug use. He
has lost at least 15 pounds in two weeks.
People come back for multiple DUIs in the
same month. I could only imagine the stories some of these deputies could tell after
years of working here.
My point is this: if we want to stop the revolving door of coming in and out of jail,
in many ways it is a community effort with
programs and such, but really it comes
down to the individual. Thought is the
cause of it all, so your thought process has
to change, which changes your actions. We
want the fast money, fast cars, and the fast
life. That may work for a while, but when
it all falls down, you lose everything just
as fast as you got it. Once you go to jail or
prison, you are forgotten about even faster
because it’s outta sight outta mind!

Faculty Meeting Features Student Speakers and Concludes with 8112 Vote to Eliminate the West In Time
Continued from the front page
by events similar to the email, “good intent
and good will are not enough; we need action. We must all commit to do the work to
make CC a better institution and community
for every single member.”
Wong then spoke briefly, highlighting how
many students had come forward and “expressed their need to talk to all of [the faculty]
directly about things that have been brought
up several times over the past few weeks,
even years.” Following this, sophomore Dereka Thomas read a poem she penned, titled
“Tips for Assimilating at 6035 Feet for the
Black Prospie in Your Life.” Junior D Adams
candidly discussed the “outright insulting”
nature of “[the faculty’s] negligence” proven
by the meager 10-minute time frame given
to black students to speak at the meeting.
“Spare me your solidarity if you do nothing to
combat racism in your classrooms and hold
other professors accountable for what they
do in their classrooms,” Adams remarked.
“I’m honestly embarrassed…we’ve been
talking about this since the ‘70s.” Brown gave
the speech conclusion by discussing the petition they created, which “detailed the easy
ways in which the college as a whole can become less racist.”
Members of faculty were also called out by
name for words and acts of racism in their
classrooms. When this happened, “only one
professor spoke up, apologized for their department, and promised to try to improve
in the future,” said Heidi Lewis, professor
of feminist and gender studies. “Other than
that, the silence was deafening. I had to
leave; I didn’t even vote [on the West in Time
requirement]. The justification that many of
the faculty who voted against its abolition
gave was that students today are only interested in the present. Well let me tell you, I’m
a 20th and 21st century scholar, I hold a PhD
in American Studies, and, basically, I study
current and popular culture. But still, I recognize the importance of the past, and I integrate it into my curriculum. Others can and
should do the same.”
The fact that students were invited to speak
wasn’t the only thing that set this particular
faculty meeting apart from others. “Normally, during department meetings, there’s a
dynamic discussion,” said Emily Chan, Associate Dean of Academic Programs and Strategic Initiatives. “People discuss and throw
out ideas on the table, and people say, ‘Oh, I
agree with that,’ or ‘Oh, no, I don’t agree.’ You

Photo Courtesy of Cam Kaplan

don’t get that during all-faculty meetings. were particularly hostile to me. And what it
[President Jill Tiefenthaler] usually speaks for further meant is that if I was having a probabout five minutes to start, mentions who’s lem, I didn’t know who to go to talk to.”
So, what are the larger implications of this
receiving tenure, who’s up for review, things
like that. The audience doesn’t really interact meeting for students of color at Colorado
College and the future of our institution?
with whoever’s speaking.”
Yet in the audio recording, applause and In the end, the meeting only met one of the
snaps of approval can be heard prior, during, several requests in the petition. “REMS, fem
gen, etc. shouldn’t be the
and following the student
only places whereby people
speeches.
“[Tiefenthaler]
deal with the complexity of
always speaks next, except
life, meaning that there are
this time, she didn’t,” said
“That’s not to say
other people besides white
Wong. “Besides getting eveverything’s perfect
males from the fifth century
eryone to be quiet and inBC who decide how we’re
troducing the topic of disnow: far from it,
cussion, [Tiefenthaler] gave
actually. This is going to going to operate,” said Sawyer when asked about the
her speaking time to black
students of CC. She is the take far, far longer than West In Time requirement.
In Kaplan’s opinion, the
one who made it possible
any of our lifetimes.”
guidelines for what qualifor the students to give these
fies as a Social Inequality or
speeches, and she gave up
Global Cultures credit “are
her time for them.”
kind of ridiculous.” “I mean,
Race, ethnicity, and migration studies professor Michael Sawyer people can go take, like, African Dance, and
spoke to the responsibility faculty of color in the College’s eyes, they’ve learned enough
feel towards students of color on campus. “I about ‘social inequality,’” she said. Dean
think it’s irresponsible not to feel like that, Chan, however, doesn’t necessarily think
personally,” he said. “I mean, I didn’t have that inviting students to speak at more faculty
a black, male professor until I was getting a meetings is the answer.
“If students spoke at every faculty meeting,
PhD, literally in my entire academic career.
What that means is that I had a marginalized it would lose its impact,” said Chan. “Howexperience; I didn’t get to see myself repli- ever, I think it was a really good sign that
cated in particular spaces and places, and it students can take action and fight systemic
also meant that there were people there who oppression. That’s not to say everything’s

perfect now: far from it, actually. This is going
to take far, far longer than any of our lifetimes.
That’s why we cannot waste a single second
or a single opportunity to take action.” Brown
agreed: “I think I was both surprised and not
surprised by the community’s response to
the petition,” he said. “Surprised by how fast
we were able to get the signatures, but not
surprised that we got so many. I think the
main thing people need to do is not just forget about all of this when they go home for
the summer; there needs to be a sustained
level of allyship. This petition and this faculty
meeting are only the start; [we] are only going to get louder.”
Two days following the meeting, President
Teifenthaler released a message via email to
the CC community. It expressed what a critical time it is “to listen to and understand the
lived experiences of marginalized members
of our community,” and that everyone must
“recognize [their] own role in creating and
perpetuating inequity.” She stated her plan
to initiate an examination of racism at CC
through an ambiguous external review process that includes “interviews with students,
staff, and faculty as well as a review of institutional mechanisms and structures” to become “the diverse and equitable community
we should be.” The review and change in curriculum requirements are only the first step
in an ongoing battle to combat racism and
foster a more inclusive campus environment.
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The Baldwin Eagle Is Ready to Soar:
Q&A With High Jump High Roller Henry Baldwin
Henry Baldwin is a two-time Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference champion in the
high jump, and will be defending his title and
helping lead the men’s track and field team
to a podium finish at this weekend’s SCAC
championships in Seguin, Texas. The men and
women’s track teams will be competing on
April 27 and 28, both defending third-place
finishes at last year’s championship meet.
Ben Hall: Henry, you’ve been called the
Conor McGregor of the SCAC, in that you are
truly the double champ. Freshman year you
took home gold, then repeated your sophomore year. Are you feeling the pressure right
now?
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By Ben Hall

BH: Can you give us a rundown of what
happened in the commercial?
HB: Alright, so look: One in three women
over the age of 30 have light bladder leakage.
But that’s okay! Let me tell you why. My commercial would star Paula Radcliffe. She got
pregnant, had a baby, and months later she
won the London Marathon. Do you think she
gives a f*** about light bladder leakage? The
context there, by the way, is that a lot of people get that after they have a baby. I couldn’t
help but be surprised that they put a 20 yearold frat boy on this assignment, but they had
faith in me.
BH: Tell me about Cody Hall.

Henry Baldwin: Well Ben, my mindset has
to be that I win again. I’m seeded No. 1, but
the competition this year is better than ever.
We’re gonna see a lot of guys hit personal
bests, and I can’t let them beat me. We’re
gonna put on a show.
BH: Henry, tell me about your greatest failure.
HB: My greatest failure was when I was
working as an intern at an advertising office in Chicago, I wrote a commercial for a
women’s incontinence brand called Poise.
It was about a female marathon runner, and
the commercial made it to the creative director of the London office before getting shot
down. So that’s my greatest failure.

HB: He’s the guy seeded No. 2 behind me
in the high jump. Given how well he does
in a lot of events, I have to beat him in the
HJ—I can’t give him the satisfaction of winning that, too. He’s a hell of a competitor,
though.
BH: We have one of the most perfect couple names in all of sports: Benry Haldwin.
What do you think that says about us and the
chemistry of this J-squad [jumps and javelin
crew]?
HB: J-Squad runs deep. Ben, I consider you
my teammate—

Photos Courtesy of Alex Nichols

HB: —and a friend, and a coach. Coach
Ron has to run around to a lot of events, and
ultimately it’s the people in the J-Squad, you
and Camille and Peter, who are looking after
each other and making sure we’re doing everything right.
BH: Can you give me an origin story behind
the name of your band, Loafie Breadpath and
the Yeasty Boys?
HB: Well, the band started without a name
when, at conference my freshman year, I
was playing the harmonica and teammate
Ethan Holland heard me and said, “Hey, I
play guitar, we should jam sometime.” Loafy
Breadpath is a pun on Sophie Redpath, our
singer. Sophie actually came to our band
later than the rest of us—we had a different
singer who left us a week before our first-ever
performance. We were planning on blowing
up the Sigma Chi house, but all of the sudden
we had no singer. Sophie’s always been one
of my best friends at school, and I knew she
sang a little bit, and we have similar taste in
music. So the band plays bangers only, and
I knew she’d want to sing them. And so she
joined on, we rocked the house, the band
was formed. The name comes from us having
tried forever to come up with a “real” name,
so we made bread puns on all our names and
Sophie’s worked the best, so we went with
that and added on the Yeasty Boys.

BH: I would certainly hope so…

BH: You have a bit of an eclectic pre-competition playlist. Tell me about that.

HB: I listen to exclusively Daft Punk.
BH: What about “Get Lucky” and “Around
the World” gets you fired up and in the right
headspace to compete?
HB: Well, it’s really just trial and error. I
tried very angry music because that’s what
I listened to before basketball games, but I
found it made me jittery. And as you know,
you have to be level-headed coming in, so
I can’t listen to anything too angry. So that
rules out a lot of rap, and stuff that makes me
wanna dance just gets me in the right zone to
jump over things.
BH: Who are role models of yours in and
out of the sport of high jump?
HB: Well, obviously the great [Qatari high
jumper] Mutaz Essa Barshim. He does everything perfectly, and I wish him the best to
break the world record soon, which has stood
for 25 years. Outside the sport, as a Chicagoan I love Derrick Rose to a fault. He was incredible, put the team on his back, played for
his city. He’s suffered so many injuries, but he
keeps going out there and plays his heart out,
in spite of the critics. And one more, I look up
to Katie Sanford, who was an absolute boss
for our school in the long-distance events;
went to nationals, hit the podium, one day I
want to do the same thing.
Defend that title and jump high this weekend, Baldwin!

A Broken Fibula and Still Fighting
By Claire Tobin
Games that involve sprinting at full speed to
brutally tackle opponents aren’t for everyone,
but senior and Cutthroat captain Nora Holmes
swears by it. Rewarded with bruises and turf
burns, Holmes fearlessly chases down players
to drop them to the ground and win the ball.
As well as being an athletic star, Holmes is
an academic powerhouse too, with a major in
organismal biology and ecology and two minors in feminist and gender studies and human biology and kinesiology. Holmes began
playing rugby during her first year of college.
“I was bullied by my NSO leader, in a good way
and a loving way, to join rugby,” Holmes said.
“She was the captain of what was the women’s
team, which is now Cutthroat.”
Holmes plays rugby for both the fall and
spring seasons. “For 15s you have 15 players
on the field, and the games last 80 minutes,"
said Holmes. "In the spring we play sevens,

and those games last 14 minutes. During a
sevens game it’s pretty much all sprinting and
full-field tackles." Holmes is especially talented at sevens due to her background in track
and field, in which she ran the 400 meter and
the hurdles.
The spring season starts during the end of
Block 6 and ends with nationals on the first
weekend of Block 8. Unfortunately, Holmes
will not be on the field during nationals because she broke her fibula. “I was in the middle of sliding down to score a try when I was
tackled from the side with poor form,” she explained.
The possibility of breaking major bones can
scare people away from joining rugby, but it
doesn’t seem to frighten Holmes, even postinjury. Although she admitted that a part of
the game is pain, the sport and the team are
worth it. “We have a lot of amazing people on

the team,” Holmes said.
Rugby teams are famously rowdy and closeknit, and Cutthroat is no exception. They often have hilarious traditions such as the Cutthroat’s Zulu try. “When every person on the
team scores their first try, it’s called a Zulu
try, and at the end of the year everyone on the
team has to do a naked lap around the field,”
said Holmes.
According to Holmes, rugby players bond so
tightly because of their reliance on one another. “Every day in practice and every game, you
put your body and safety on the line for each
other,” she said. “I’ve played on a lot of sports
teams before, and I’ve never experienced a
community with so much trust and care. We
do a lot of social stuff both within Cutthroat
and with the men’s team, so you make a lot of
good friends.”
According to Holmes, the team has worked

hard to get where they are. “Back when I
started playing, we had some problems, [but]
we’ve worked really hard to fix them” she explained. “It’s great, as a senior and a captain,
to see how much love we have for each other
and how welcoming we are. We use gender
-inclusive language and call ourselves Cutthroat instead of the women’s team. In a way,
the space is very political, which is interesting
on a sports team, but the team is built on unconditional love and support, which is really
beautiful. It’s really wholesome.”
This weekend, Cutthroat is traveling to Pittsburg for nationals. “We’re lucky that we have
such a great alumni network to help us get to
tournaments," Holmes said. "Without them
we wouldn’t be able to go." Cutthroat was
fourth in the nation last year and second the
year before that, so there are high hopes for
Nationals this year.
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Men’s and Women’s Tennis Place Fourth at Conference
gy and confidence whether we were winning
or losing. I am very proud of my teammates’
ability to remain determined throughout
the weekend while maintaining such a cool
Hosting the conference tournament last disposition.”
Reflecting upon the season and putting
weekend, the men’s and women’s tennis
teams both placed fourth in the Southern aside statistics, Burak was happy with how
Collegiate Athletic Conference. The women the team conducted themselves. “Overall
stayed true to their fourth seeding entering as a team, I feel like we had a great season,”
the tournament, and the men surpassed Burak said. “Not looking at our record, but
at our attitudes on and off the court, we can
their fifth seeding.
The women had a strong first match all agree the season was filled with hard
against Texas Lutheran, dominating in a work, commitment, and lots of smiles.”
The men fared similarly but didn’t experi5–0 win. The victory was led by junior Adela Burak, who went 6–2, 6–2 in the No. 1 ence as many blowouts as the women did.
matchup. Burak paired up with sophomore The men won 5–4 behind five singles wins
Jenna McDonald to dominate their doubles and two doubles victories. Sophomore
Noah Forman led the way in singles, and the
showing at 8–4.
The second matchup was not nearly as top winners in doubles were junior Chrissmooth, as the result was flipped, with Trin- tian Kitchen and senior Brian Chen. It was
ity University shutting out our Tigers. Sole an overall domination for the Tigers, but the
wins for the Tigers came from sophomore team didn’t have much time to celebrate
with top-seeded
Caroline
James
Southwestern up
and junior Annie
next.
Zlevor.
Although
the
The third place
team
couldn’t
match was the
“We can all agree the
take down
most
enthrallseason was filled with hard quite
the Pirates, they
ing for the Tigers,
work, commitment, and lots put up a strong
as the hosts were
fight, with a final
edged by Austin
of smiles”
score of 3–5. WinCollege, 5–4. The
ners in singles
Tigers won their
were
first-year
top two doubles
Alex Kley and
matches, but went
2–4 in singles. Despite the two-loss finish, sophomore Logan Pepperl. Forman and
the Tigers are still satisfied with their perfor- first-year Sam Hum won the No. 1 doubles
match 9–7. With a full match time of 3 hours
mance.
“Hosting conference was a great way to and 52 minutes, the Tigers were really able
end the season,” Burak said. “We all showed to stick with the best.
The third place game would find the Tiup, gave it our all, and exuded positive ener-

By Michael Gorman

gers in a similar fate, as the men took an- we recognize that winning early doubles
other close loss, this time to Austin College. matches will really help us pull out some
The singles were split between the teams, of the close matches we’ll face moving forbut Austin took two of three in the doubles ward.”
In a reflective mood, each No. 1 for their
and walked away with third place. Despite
a great showing, the Tigers are hungry for squad felt good about their season.Burak
knows that the
more.
team grew from
“I think the team
hosting
conferfeels bittersweet
ence,
as
well
as
about the season,”
“It makes me proud to
another
whole
Forman said. “I
represent my school and
season of expethink we were surience they now
per happy that we
very optimistic for future
have.
played well and
“Although our
had some awe- years since we’ve got so many
season
brought
some
moments
people returning”
many ups and
in front of a home
downs, the whole
crowd at conferteam managed to
ence. But at the
same time, we are a talented team and were turn each experience into a learning one,”
so close to pulling out some upsets. It leaves she said. “Enthusiasm and commitment
me optimistic looking forward because it were both needed to end this season on a
positive note-we embodied these qualishows we can hang with any team.”
Despite not achieving the clout of a top ties as a team and the result exceeded our
three finish, the team still has a good feeling expectations.”
Forman is just thankful for his teammates
about the whole season.
“Personally, I am so proud to be a part of and how much they inspire him. “Every
this team and loved how much heart each year I think to myself that I couldn’t ask for
member put into the conference tourna- a better group of people to call my team,”
ment,” Forman said. “In retrospect, I think he said. “I value and appreciate each memwe could have really pulled off some upsets ber tremendously and am inspired by how
and cemented ourselves in the top three in much heart and determination they all
conference. But I also feel as though we re- show. Our team chemistry is awesome, with
ally competed, met the challenges in front of team dinners almost every night and an incredibly supportive environment. It makes
us, and played well overall.”
Forman is looking forward to the upcom- me proud to represent my school and very
ing season and how he expects to improve. optimistic for future years since we’ve got so
“Next year I think the team will be looking many people returning- we’re only graduto further improve our doubles,” Forman ating one senior.”
Congratulations to the Tigers on a great
said. “We made big strides in our doubles
play this year as compared to last, and end to their season!

Photos Courtesy of CC Tigers

Introducing Colorado College’s “Finest” Bachelors
By Sam Mathai

Every week,
senior lacrosse
player Sam
Mathai exercises
his vernacular,
targeting anything and anyone on campus.

Several days ago, my editor suggested that,
for this column, I let myself go to full-blown
nepotism and use this forum as a way to
gas my friends up—as if I didn’t already. It
is Block 8, after all. With that in mind, I am
going to run a little dating column this week,

because there are no rules. What are they
gonna do, fire me for Block 8? Please don’t,
though.
For contestant number 1, let’s take a gander at a training room regular. Standing at
somewhere around seven feet with a confidence of someone standing around seven
inches, it’s Senior Robbie Stern. Is he talking to you? Is he talking to the floor beside
you? It’s unclear. But what is clear though,
is this jolly giant’s gentle ways. Find yourself
with this hunk, and I can already hear the
doorbell ringing as he delivers you food in
the morning. He doesn’t know I’m writing
this, so please nobody show him.
No list of available singles would be
complete without mentioning Senior Matt
Rockwell. If you choose to hang out with
this lucky guy, you will never hear him complain. You actually won’t hear anything, as

he will literally deafen you in short time.
This fellow smells just as good as he looks,
especially when he looks like an old head of
cabbage. Better at catching fish than he is
at catching women, this young man can be
found haunting your local Sonic or asleep in
the middle of your next soirée.
And of course, who could forget Billy
Hutchison. A first-year at Colorado College, this garrulous boy is really something
else. He can talk about everything, but for
the love of God, don’t tempt him because
he might do it. The only person since Jason
Mraz to un-ironically wear a straw fedora,
Hutchison has a certain “je ne sais quoi.” It
could be his Connecticut background, but
something about him screams ‘I like to go to
country clubs and get kicked out for dancing
on the bar.’ A catch truly unlike any other.
Now for my favorite contestant—Sopho-

more Ben Sudduth. Although the kid currently has a broken leg, his smile exudes
chivalry and charm. He may be on the quiet
side, but his brain oozes with philosophical curiosities and general empathy. He’s a
catch!
Let me introduce junior Jack Ammons.
Sometimes confused for one of the Keebler
elves, this kid will really butter your muffin.
Don’t let that charming smile disarm you;
this one can boogie down with the rest of
them. His smile is infectious, standing out
like a diamond in an otherwise extremely
bleak bucket of dirt. What a rascal. He can
be found at any McDonald’s Play Place in
the greater Colorado Springs area.
As always, my email is available for more
information. Watch out for these young singles in your area, and remember to be awesome to each other while you’re at it.
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Finding a Sense of Place on Block Break
By Sarah Laico

Photo by Sarah Laico

This past Block Break, I visited San Pedro de Atacama as part
Colorado College’s Latin America program in Santiago, Chile. At
CC, many students, myself included, view the break as a chance
to do something “epic” outside—to outdoor recreate in a faroff destination and return with killer Instagram photos. And, I
confess, while on this Block Break I took many Instagram photos,
but I also did something that CC heavily encourages; I found a
sense of place.
San Pedro de Atacama lies on the border of Argentina, a twohour plane ride northwest of Santiago. Located in the world's
driest desert, there’s no limit to the beautiful canyons and sandy
expanses. Our tour guide, Marcos, brought us to view these sights,
but he also offered us an understanding of them—a context for
our explorations. To start, he took us to Valle de la Luna and
Valle de la Muerte, teaching us the origin of their names and how
they were discovered. During each trek, he’d point out endemic
plants along the way. Pingo pingo and rica rica, for example,
are medicinal plants that can quell stomach pains. Driving us
between locations, Marcos stopped the van constantly for us to
visit with the roadside burros, llamas, and goats. He’d pass around
his binoculars and animal encyclopedias, allowing us to take
turns admiring the wildlife in their natural habitats.
In the small towns of Tocanao and Socaire, we met local artists
who weave their own sweaters, scarves, hats, and mittens from

sheep and llama fur. One woman in Tocanao showed us behind
her shop, where we met her llama and saw her weaving process.
That night, an astronomer named Rodrigo explained the history
of astronomy in the desert of San Pedro, naming specific stars,
constellations, galaxies, and planets, and showing us how to use
a telescope.
In a visit to the salt flats the following day, Marcos taught us
about the indigenous birds, such as caití and flamingos. We
walked along the crackly rocks and read about the formation of
the surrounding volcanoes and mountains. That afternoon we
biked to “Librería en el Desierto,” the “Bookstore in the Desert.”
Nestled in a small wooden structure surrounded by native plants,
this bookshop offers countless works by Chilean authors on the
country’s culture, flora and fauna, indigenous people, and poetry.
The owners explained that the people of the region have much
respect for culture, and for that reason, they seek to teach its
visitors not only about the wildlife of the area, but also the history.
For instance, while they made us coffee, they told us the legend
of the nearby volcanoes Láscar, Licancabur, and Quimal: a tale of
love and jealousy.
Towards the end of the trip, Marcos brought us to a local farm.
There, we met a small family that owns dozens of goats and
llamas and produces their own goat cheese. They let us taste
their homemade cheese and puffed barley, as well as membrillo,

a Chilean apple they grow in their gardens, and chachacoma, a
bittersweet tea. Afterwards, they took us on a long trek to show
where they graze their animals each day. Along the way, they
pointed out more medicinal plants they use, including suica,
haba, and hierba buena. This tour is not an “attraction”; Marcos
knows this family personally and asked them if they’d give us this
private look into how they live.
I don’t write this article to brag, but to demonstrate a way to
recreate outdoors in a more meaningful way. Like a classic Block
Break, we did the usual active things—trekking, swimming,
biking—but we also engaged in the culture and history of the
space we were visiting. We left with a sense of San Pedro’s identity,
not just its tourist offerings. We met community members who
passionately and generously shared their homes and their
histories. We now know about some of plants and animals that
live there.
I think this learned sense of place is something that many Block
Breaks could benefit from. Especially in light of Earth Day and
Earth Week, it is not enough to just visit a beautiful place; we must
understand how it came to be that way and how we protect that
beauty. The more connections we make with these spaces,
including their histories, people, and wildlife, the more respect
we can foster for them. So next Block Break, don’t just use a space
to play—get to know it.

A Talk About Rocks with Dan Crossey
By Abby Williams
I sat down with Colorado College’s Dan Crossey in the CC
Carpentry Shop to talk about his favorite old-school rock climbing
crags hidden around Colorado and the Southwest. Crossey, an
outdoor enthusiast and adventurer, attended CC in the ‘70s and is
now a carpenter and master cabinetmaker at CC. He has a wealth
of knowledge about the outdoors —and many other topics not
limited to archeology, joinery, and Mexican beer— and endless
stories of outdoor adventures.
Crossey credits his love for the outdoors to his childhood in
Alaska and to his father. “My father was a pilot: a military man and
an engineer,” Crossey said. “When we lived in Alaska, he was in
charge of the base and the missile sites near the Arctic Circle, near
Russia. Every year he would go off for two weeks and learn survival
skills and come back smelling like campfire, and I really got this
survival bug. I wanted to learn to survive in the woods. I feel bad.
I didn’t want to do more hunting and I was never a fisherman,
but I really like the camping and hiking and that progressed to
mountaineering, which progressed to rock climbing.”
Reminiscing on his high school climbing days, Crossey
mentioned Bill, his first climbing partner who is still his friend
today. “Bill’s father would teach us how to rappel and rudimentary
ice axe stuff—but that got me the bug,” Crossey said. “We would
spend time at the Crestone Needle; its only rated 5.7 but it’s
absolutely beautiful and stunning … as much fun as cragging
with friends for a day is, humping a big pack up a mountain really
creates bonds. The guys I did that with are still my friends to this
day.” In fact, it was with Bill at the Crestone Needle that Crossey
experienced a mountaineering incident that permanently
damaged his feet. “I lost both big toes and parts of the others. I
have less than attractive feet,” he stated. The accident put an end
to climbing from Crossey for 10 years, but that didn’t stop him

from eventually returning to climbing with full force.
When asked about tips for new rock climbers or climbers
returning to the sport as he did, Crossey underscored the
importance of having climbing mentors. “I don’t know if there
is anything more important than mentorship or apprenticeship.”
“Really later on in life, when I got back into rock climbing, I found
people better than [me]. You want the leader to be experienced;

and in the Southwest, with his own description is as follows:
Cirque de Crags behind Pikes Peak
“You go through the Mennonite camp and there is a road that
goes to Cripple Creek. Part way down there, there is a sign that points
to ‘The Crags’—some really nice rock. There is a big old school 5.8,
pretty scary… It’s like a big Eiffel tower-shaped piece of rock.”
Feral Petunia and Duck Rock near Wilkerson’s Pass
“Must be a half-dozen places to climb there. Super easy
approaches. One of my favorite areas.”
Sugarite, on the New Mexico-Arizona border
“Volcanic lava flow, beautiful flat-topped mesa, with vertical
single pitches. I highly recommend the one or two bolted routes.
It is flat top, so you can climb on top and set up three or four top
ropes. [The rock] is rhyolite, and it’s got a crack every five to 10 feet.
Between the cracks there are lava flow pockets, like a bubble burst.
Something about volcanic lava flows—it’s some of the coolest rock
you can ever climb on. Some 5.7s some 5.8s, a lot of 5.9s, some really
difficult stuff.”

Photo Courtesy of Dan Crossey

that’s how you learn. The best way to learn to place pro is to follow
behind someone and understand ‘What were they thinking here?’
and ‘Where were they standing?’” he said. If you are interested
in climbing or are a beginner climber, Crossey mentioned he is
available to give advice or mentorship. His email is dcrossey@
coloradocollege.edu.
A short list of Crossey’s favorite climbing spots in Colorado

Chicken Head Rock in Valley of the Chickens, South Platte, Colo.
“Incredible chicken heads, they look like stone mushrooms where
there was an outer face of granite that eroded. [The eroded rock]
kept this cap where you can loop slings. Good climbing there, really
weird.”
Eleven Mile Canyon in Lake George, Colo.
“For climbers trying to go from sport to pro, four-star 5.6s and 5.7.
Super comfortable, big holds, nice stances.”
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A CC Skateboarder’s Guide
to Colorado Springs
Memorial Skate Park
Address: 1315 E Pikes Peak Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80909
Memorial Skate Park is the largest skate park in the area
surrounding the Colorado College campus. It boasts three
diﬀerent sized bowls, each with their own unique shape. In
addition to these, Memorial has an extensive street course and
both a mini ramp and a vert ramp. The park is mainly built
from concrete which provides a smooth surface for learning
new tricks and perfecting old ones. The skating opportunities
are endless at this park for both beginners and long-time
skaters.
Pros: Lights go on in the evening until 9 p.m; there are
endless skating options; it’s close to campus.
Cons: The park can get too crowded on weekends or after
school; there are a lot of little kids scootering around after 3
p.m.
Manitou Springs Skate Park
Address: 101 El Paso Blvd., Colorado Springs, CO 80903
While technically in the greater Colorado Springs area,
the Manitou Springs Skate Park is fewer than ﬁve miles from
campus and oﬀers a hidden oasis for skateboarders looking
to cruise around on a sunny afternoon. Although the park is
roughly a 10th of the size of Memorial, about 4,500 square feet,
the unique layout of the park outweighs its smaller scale. The
skate park is home to two diﬀerent half bowls, a spine, and
two pyramids. An added bonus to visiting this skate park is the
eclectic mosaics on and around the features of the park.
Pros: This skate park is generally empty and it’s great for
beginners, especially skaters learning to drop-in.
Cons: If locals are there, a “locals-only” vibe is deﬁnitely
apparent. There are not many features; the park can get boring
quickly.
Cartoon by Cate Johnson

Goose Gossage Skate Park

By Noelle Edwards

Address: Mark Dabling Blvd., Colorado Springs, CO 80907
Goose Gossage Skate Park boasts another unique layout
accessible to both experienced and novice skateboarders.
There is a large, shallow bowl, which is great for learning how
to carve and it is usually empty during the morning or around
lunch. There is also a great box feature for manuals and ledge
grinds, as well as pyramid features around the corners of the
park.
Pros: It has unique features; it’s quiet during school hours;
and it’s a fun park for learning new tricks.
Cons: The concrete is not as well maintained as concrete
at other parks. The park can be too small for more advanced
skaters. There are many bikers there.
Julie Penrose Fountain
Address: 126 Cimino Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80903
While “The Fountain;” as it’s aﬀectionately known, is not
a legitimate skate park, Colorado College students have
turned it into a regular skate spot. Situated in the America the
Beautiful Park, The Fountain sits at the back of a quiet, grassy
lawn; only a few know it as a laid-back skate spot. Under the
massive concrete structure is a concrete lampshade of sorts,
surrounded by a secondary concrete loop. The spot oﬀers a
great opportunity to practice ﬂat ground tricks and is a fun
place for just skating around.
Pros: The only people there are the people you came with.
Also, there’s beautiful architecture to skate under.
Cons: Because there are no skate park features, creativity is
key.
Other local skate parks and spots
The curbs outside the Adam F. Press Fitness Center, the steps
outside the north entrance of Tutt Library, the Gold Camp
Road hill bomb, and Acacia Park.

Sweating It Out in the Springs: CorePower Yoga Experience
By Emily Ng
Sweating. I never knew that I could sweat so
much. Have I ever sweat this much before in
my life? I didn’t know that I could sweat out
of so many places at once. How much sweat
can my yoga mat absorb?
The yoga sculpt class at CorePower Yoga
fuses a traditional hot yoga experience with
a strength training and circuit class to create
a truly unique fitness experience. Pushups
and controlled dumbbell exercises blend
with traditional yoga practices as well as
plyometrics and traditional weightlifting.
This mix of exercise aims to increase strength
and endurance through heated circuit work
that also increases blood follow.
The yoga sculpt class at CorePower Yoga
starts in a 96-degree, wooden room on a yoga
mat with two sets of free weights on either
side of the mat. Within fifteen minutes of
the workout, the room suddenly becomes
a sauna with wooden beams and warm
floors engulfing you in heat and your own
perspiration. As the workout transitions
from a sun-salutation warm-up to a cardio
and strength-intensive interval workout, you
can begin to effectively count your workout
by the number of sweat dribbles that plop to
your mat. Downward facing dog series. Plop.
Squat series. Plop. Plop. Push up series. And
cardio circuit work that ends in the thud of
your head hitting the back of your mat in
total exhaustion for a shavasana-inspired,
restorative yoga cool-down.

While all of the yoga sculpt classes follow a
loose format, every instructor at CorePower
Yoga uses different exercises at different times
in different locations. No single CorePower
Yoga sculpt class is the same experience;
while classes are physically challenging,
some yoga sculpt classes are more strenuous
than others. While each class is somewhat
different, the CorePower Yoga sculpt class is
guaranteed a difficult workout experience;
not one for the faint of heart.
Sweat Level (Scale 1 to 5): 5
Difficulty: Hard
Type of Exercise: Toning, Cardio, and
Strengthening
Targets: Workout and gym enthusiasts
Photos by Daniel Sarché
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Emotionally Charged Dance Workshop Questions Inclusion
Continued from the front page
Audience members were forced to sit in the aisle and stand
against the back wall. According to most interviewed attendees, this was the best Dance Workshop so far.
The show itself maintained cohesion while flowing through
a number of genres. Highly energetic and entertainingly chaotic pieces opened the show; a handful of cultural, provocative, ethereal, and interpretive pieces followed, and an important social message defined the closing words.
Zoe Lilak ‘20, a co-chair who helped put the whole thing
together, said that this performance was really “fueled by an
intrinsic motivation among dancers” to promote inclusion
within, and awareness of, an art form that for most is not just
an interest, but a passion.
The inherent bias of casting decisions has characterized
many performance venues on CC’s campus. Given the current dialogues surrounding the heinously racist email that
was sent out a few weeks ago, the leaders of Dance Workshop
wanted to make sure that this performance provided a platform for marginalized people who don’t always have such
direct access to so many people within the framework of this
campus.

The “Dance Workshop Encyclopedia,” which can be found
on the CC Dance Workshop Facebook page and on the
group’s bulletin board, has recently been edited in order to
more clearly define the roles of members and organizers. This
five-page document transparently lays out the entire structure of the program so they can “get feedback” and “promote
dialogue and collaboration” to make Dance Workshop better,
according to Lilak. She went on to explain that—by incorporating a variety of voices and valuing all input—there is always
room for improvement in the world of dance.
For example, this was showcased when students expressed
concern with Dance Workshop's closing piece, which consist-

By Maddy Unger

ed of an overwhelmingly white cast and only one black student dancing to hip-hop. While not inending to offend anyone with the casting choice, the criticism offers an important
opportunity for Dance Workshop to grow moving forward.
Overall, there was an immense amount of time, energy, and
dedication that went into this three-day performance, and
the community that came to support it is what makes their
performance possible. Dance Workshop exists not only to
support CC students with a passion for dance, but also to promote awareness and inclusion. And maybe that’s what dance
is all about.

Photos by Daniel Sarché
Photos by Daniel Sarché

ON TAP: Brewer's
Republic
By SethWilson Gray
Brewer’s Republic, near Acacia Park, gets at the necessities of a bar instead of trying to be quirky. However, bar isn’t
the proper term—I would call this a taproom, since they only
have whiskeys and canned wines apart from their huge selection of draft beers.
The setting is small with brick walls and full windows that
make the room feel wide during the day. It is almost like a
sunroom, or an open garage: comfortable, familiar. There
are old tap handles hanging from the tin-like ceiling, and the
room is coated in soft light from orange glass lamps. It is a
minimalist atmosphere—the use of light and what appears to
be the original building create a comfortable and inviting environment without the flashiness of decoration a lot of other
places depend on.
Another way this taproom differs from others is how they
create more interaction between people at a table. Usually, most bars are a combination of people chatting, being
on their phones, and watching the television. At Brewer’s
Republic, there is a cupboard filled with board games that
patrons can bring to their table, which is a great way to get
away from screens to talk and still have something to busy
ourselves with when chatter goes idle.
In terms of beer, Brewer’s Republic has 22 taps as well as
specialty bottles and craft cans. The taps rotate with new kegs
from different breweries when they tap out or for special
events on some Fridays. They feature more than just beers
and breweries in Colorado, exploring flavors from breweries
all around the country, including ones that aren’t common
here.

Photos by SethWilson Gray
An older couple that sat next to me at the bar talked about
how excited they were Dogfish Brewery, based in Delaware,
was being featured at the Brewer’s Republic because it is
hard to get one of their stouts in Colorado. They seemed to be
regulars, and many others that came in during my visit knew
the bartenders, had conversations, and joked around. It’s a
place for enjoying yourself with others, which is what beer is
all about.

THE DRINKS:
Runaway IPA from Renegade:
This was one of the first beers recommended when I said
I wanted an India pale ale, and it didn’t disappoint. It has a
light but murky caramel color, which is reflected in the palate.
It’s a bit sweet at the front, despite the strong bitter aftertaste.

The flavors are also clean; there is some citrus at first—grapefruit, I think—but then it tastes the way pine smells. Sometimes IPAs are a bit too bitter for me, but the Runaway IPA
blends that with a freshness I find overwhelmingly inviting.

World Wide Stout (2016 Imperial Stout) from
Dogfish Head:
This is the booziest beer I’ve had in my entire life, sitting at
almost 17 percent alcohol by volume. However, it is also one
of the sweetest stouts. It has a dark brown color, with beautiful coffee-like bubbles. There isn’t much of a smell to it, but
the flavors are vibrant. I cringed on my first sip just because
of how strong it tasted, but after a couple more sips, I began to
understand and appreciate the beer's strong essence. It is not
like anything else I’ve tried, but the barley flavors are forward
with a sort of savory-sweetness. It seems like an odd combination for a beer, but it works well with the coffee-bitterness
afterwards. It reminds me of drinking Port wine with the consistency and impact of each sip.
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Sakura Festival Brings
Taste of Japan to CC
By Arielle Gordon

Cartoon by Cate Johnson
April 27, Bemis Great Hall will transform into a Japanese
party to celebrate the annual Sakura Festival, with at least 80
excited Colorado College students ready to eat, dance, and
sing traditional songs.
It is current Japanese Cultural Program Coordinator Ryota
Sakurai's first year at CC and first year organizing the Sakura Festival. The festival started three years ago and has been
held every spring since. The festival celebrates the coming
of spring and usually coincides with the peak bloom of the
cherry blossom trees.
“I am looking forward to the student performances at the
festival,” Sakurai said.

The festival will feature students dancing the Soran Buchee—a traditional dance that was also performed at the Chinese New Year celebration in February. Other students will
sing “Butterfly,” the theme song of “Dijimon,” an anime show
that was popular during Sakurai’s childhood. Additionally,
they will screen the student production of “Conan”—an adaptation of a popular anime show. The movie is spoken in
Japanese, but will be shown with English subtitles.
“I watched the show in real time during the late 1990s, and
I never imagined that we would still be watching it today,”
Sakurai said.
Kon Aoki ‘21 has been preparing for the festival this whole

Cartoon By Lo Wall

Music Scene Explodes with New Content
By Michael Gorman

Cardi B Attacks Haters With Vengeance
Following her debut album “Invasion of Privacy,” Cardi B
shows she’s more than a one-hit wonder with a few hot features. She isn’t tackling any huge social issues, but her Bronx
attitude and Latina accent are in full effect on this album, letting the industry know Cardi B isn’t one to mess with. Highlights of the project are “Be Careful,” “Best Life,” and “I Like It.”
In the first track “Get Up 10,” Cardi B raps, “I’ll be down nine
times, but I’ll get up 10.” Rappers have been defending themselves with cliches for decades, but Cardi B’s delivery makes
the jargon carry more weight.
Other than pre-releases, “Be Careful” is the best song on
the album. Against assumptions, this track isn’t a warning to
her baby daddy, Offset, but a prior man. “Be careful with me
/ Yeah, it's not a threat, it's a warning.” It’s a simple beat with
an emphasis on the lyrics, as she speaks to infidelity and its
effects.
“Best Life,” featuring Chance the Rapper, speaks to Cardi B’s
newfound fame. She brags about her wealth and rebuts her
haters: “I can't believe they wanna see me lose that bad / They
talkin' junk and they stink, these hoes mad trash.” Chance’s
verse is light and fun, as the Chicago rapper bounces through
the track with his signature lively cheeriness.
Overall, this album is an important one—it shows that Cardi
B is more than the artist that made “Bodak Yellow.” Despite a
few snoozers, she came through with punchy bars for almost
an entire album, and Cardi B fans and pop music lovers alike
will be looking forward to her next moves.
Rating: 3.5 out of 5

J. Cole Improves, Still Lacking
With “KOD,” North Carolina rapper J. Cole pounced right

back into the spotlight of rap—but he might not be there for
long. “KOD” has several meanings: kids on drugs, king overdosed, and kill our demons. The most prominent seems to be
kids on drugs, as the album follows the narrative of a person
who has fallen to the allure of drugs.
The title track is second, and it’s a classic Cole banger. He
flows over a booming trap beat, supported by a memorable
hook: “This is what you call a flip / Ten keys from a quarter
brick / Bentley from his mama's whip / KOD, he hard as sh**.”
The verses are equally hard, and it’s a strong start to the album.
“Photograph” is next, a creepy ode to Instagram stalkers
looking for long-term love. He raps about falling in love with a
photograph without even knowing her name, but doesn’t tell
his friends because he wants her all to himself. It doesn’t work
over the haunting beat.
The last song, “1985,” is about the “mumble” rappers that
have taken shots at J. Cole, especially Lil’ Pump. The song is
about giving advice for these young men navigating the complicated world of hip-hop and the overall rap industry. Lil’
Pump responded on an Instagram story, making fun of the
North Carolina rapper for “dissing a 17-year old.”
This is an improvement from the largely disappointing “4
Your Eyez Only,” but it’s not too much of a step up. Cole still
prioritizes an album narrative over a legitimate sound, and it
shows.
Rating: 2.5 out of 5

Flatbush Zombies Come With That Heat
With “Vacation in Hell,” Flatbush Zombies establish themselves as a force to be reckoned with in the rap industry. It’s
longer than necessary, at 19 songs and 77 minutes, but once

semester. He will perform a few traditional songs on the guitar
during the celebration.
“This will be my first time being involved in an event like
this,” Aoki said. “Sakurai and I have been in touch for a while
now, and he asked if I would be interested in performing at
the festival.”
In addition to performances, the event will feature many
traditional Japanese dishes, such as rice balls, yaki soba (a
popular noodle dish), and sweet bean pancakes. There will
also be many varieties of tea to drink.
Sakurai and several students started planning this year’s
Sakura Festival during Block 5. They gathered in the Asian
Languages House for dinner and a program planning session, some of which continued through Blocks 6 and 7 as the
event got closer. In addition to using the common space in
the house to plan, 13 students and two CPCs—Sakurai and
Chinese CPC Huimeng Zhou—live in the house. Outside the
house, there is a Japanese garden that was installed in 2003.
Throughout the year, Sakurai and Zhou have planned and
helped students plan many cultural events for Asian Lanugages House residents. Some activities have included a trip
to the Denver Art Museum and lunch at Domo—a traditional
Japanese restaurant in Denver—a game night, and origami
and calligraphy lessons. Sakurai also hopes to have a boba
tea-making event where they will make their own tea and
then compare it to tea bought from a restaurant downtown.
Students who lived in the house this year will be at the festival
to present and answer questions about their experience.
“I’m hoping to meet new people and have fun,” Aoki said.
The Sakura Festival is on April 27 in Bemis Great Hall from
1–3 p.m. The event is free for CC students, and no tickets are
required.

listeners trim the fat, it’s one of the best albums of the yearequally bangin’ and provoking.
Rappers Meechy Darko, Zombie Juice, and rapper/producer Eric the Arc Elliott fill the project with memorable bars on
“HELL-O” and “Vacation,” and the trio takes on social issues
in “Trapped,” and “Best American.”
“HELL-O” sets the tone. It’s an energetic track, as the Zombies trade verses bragging about their prowess and insanity:
“Watch me turn the crowd into a Spartan scene / Mosh pit,
then I'm Moses, part the sea.” If you’re not familiar with Flatbush, this is your introduction—more of this enthusiasm is
coming.
“Vacation” is the trio’s attempt at a mainstream hit. Unfortunately, it’s just not their thing, as this track isn’t going to be
getting radio plays due to the Zombies’ cultish attraction. It’s
still a banger for those who enjoy it, as Eric kills this beat. The
hook sung by Zombie Juice is melodic and catchy. Featured
artist Joey Badass’ verse also isn’t bad, but he’s done better.
“YouAreMySunshine” is a sorrowful track, as Meechy details
his feelings on fellow New York rapper A$AP Yams’ death. The
beat is slow, with morose piano keys supporting a thunderstorm recording. Meechy speaks on how Yams influenced the
Zombies: “Ain't been the same since that day, god damn / You
was a prophet, you was a king, you was a visionary.”
The album is effectively concluded by “The Glory,” taking an
optimistic perspective on the group’s past struggles.
Flatbush Zombies proved their versatility on this album, as
they seemed to take this project more seriously.
Rating: 4 out of 5

Kali Uchis' Upbeat Debut
With her debut album “Isolation,” Kali Uchis places herself
at the forefront of pop rhythm and blues. With a stunning
voice and wide array of lyrical material, this new album is enjoyable and easy to listen to.
Uchis has been warming up for a while now, with an awardwinning feature on Daniel Caesar’s recent single “Get You”
and her hit “After the Storm,” featuring Tyler, the Creator.
“Isolation” is an album full of singable lyrics and expansive
production. It contains songs perfect for singalongs, like “Just
a Stranger” and “Feel Like a Fool,” but is balanced by darker
and more provocative tracks, like “Tomorrow” and “Coming
Home.”
The third song on the album, “Just a Stranger,” features Steve
Lacy, and production credits enlist Lacy and Brockhampton
producer Romil Hemnani. The hook is earworming: “She
wants my hundred dollar bills, she don’t want love, She wants
my hundreds / Oh, she wants my hundreds.”
Another great singalong is “Your Teeth in My Neck.” The lyrics speak of her negative experience in the music industry:
“Kill us all off, they'd take our worth they pay us dirt / Is it
worth it? Is it worth it?” Still, the song is a fun one, masking
her serious intentions.
The second-to-last track is “Feel Like a Fool.” Uchis perfectly
matches the jazzy instrumental, singing about feeling like a
fool in her relationships—how it’s no fun to realize “your baby
don’t belong to you.” Although she doesn’t get into any complex feelings, it’s accessible.
This is one of the most impressive pop R&B crossover debuts in a long time. Her attention to detail with production is
clear, and her songwriting ability and alluring voice are undeniable.
Rating: 4.5 out of 5
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Shuga’s: The
Perfect Date
By Becca Stine

Photos by Evan Foster

ings.
Not only does the Shuga’s menu allow for food item combinations, such as a choice of bruschetta from a selection of
six combinations with a cup of soup, side salad, or quiche,
but the menu also changes depending on the time of year.
The spring, summer, winter, and fall menus work in tune with
both the fresh produce in season and the general character
of the season itself, allowing for a more multi-dimensional
dining experience. Despite these seasonal changes, Shuga’s
keeps certain dishes consistent on the menu. The spicy Brazilian shrimp soup is a dish made with ginger, coconut milk,
jalapeño, peanut, cilantro, and lime that has a flavor unique
to any other soup.
"I love going for lunch on a nice day," said junior Charles
Meyer, a regular Shuga’s customer. "They have an awesome
patio. I wish that their menu changed for dinner, but it's still
all great, and their drinks are dope; love their Beat Down;
their mojito pitcher is a steal."
"There's a lot of reasons why I've been here for so long," said
Mueller, who is approaching her fifth year working at the restaraunt. Shuga’s has a close and committed community of
servers and customers who just keeping coming back.

A small white country house, with deep blue doors and an
outdoor patio glowing under hanging lights, stands as one of
the most darling, delightful restaurants in Colorado Springs.
Suggested by its name, "Shuga’s," this restaurant is a perfect
dining option for a comfortable date, family reunion, or intimate celebration.
The limited restaurant space is filled with little tables, hanging orange lights, and about 100 paper cranes dangling from
the ceiling. The dim glow from the lights gives the room a
candle-lit effect, allowing the restaurant space to feel immediately intimate and cozy.
Lauren Mueller, a waitress at Shuga’s, said that when the
owner, Alexius Weston, bought the restaurant, it was "like a
blank canvas" that Weston turned into a unique and magical
space. "Everything makes it unique—the style, the creativity,"
Mueller said. These attributes make Shuga’s a restaurant experience like no other.
A romantic evening at Shuga’s could consist of selected
wines and the Shuga’s Favorite Café Tray, a silver platter that
contains tastes of favorite items on the menu, such as the
Mediterranean fare—consisting of hummus, goat cheese,
and olive tapenade with pita bread—the Nicoise salad, caprese bruschetta, spicy shrimp soup, and almond butter cake.
Under the dim candlelight setting, this meal would enhance
the shared and personal experience of a date.
If celebrating or gathering with friends, Shuga’s could offer their endless selection of homemade and home-designed
cocktails, such as the Beet Down, a combination of fresh
beet, ginger, and lemon juice, accompanied with vodka, or
the Blushing Geisha, which consists of lychee, lemon, ginger,
Chambord, and "bubbles." Shuga’s offers a variety of infused
vodkas, such as the butternut squash-infused vodka that
accompanies the spring menu offering of a fresh butternut
squash salad. Not only are the cocktail combinations endless,

but they also taste incredibly healthy and refreshing, allowing
for a celebration of shameless drinking.
Shuga’s is also a perfect location and setting for a meal out
with a visiting relative. The subtle music and quiet, casual nature of the space allows for clear and comfortable conversation, and the menu offers dishes to please a variety of crav-

“Rampage” Only
Provides Foolish
Action

“Rampage” starts at the ending of a much better movie.
It delivers a concentrated dose of pure horror right up front
to demonstrate what will happen if the heroes fail. The first
scene is probably the best scene in the movie because there’s
no useless side characters on screen to ruin your fun.
Most of “Rampage’s” supporting cast fall somewhere between unmemorable, unlikeable, and stereotypical. They deliver a few critical bits of plot or set up a few jokes and then
stand aside for the two leads: the male lead, Dwayne "The
Rock" Johnson, and the ape lead, George. Naomie Harris, the
female lead, is unfortunately strapped with the same burden
of script as the rest of the cast, except to a greater degree. She’s
a fine actress but is given nothing to do but follow Johnson
and say science words. If you have seen Johnson in a movie,
you probably know what to expect from his acting-except his
dialogue is much weaker than in his other work.
George, on the other hand, will make or break the movie for
you. He’s a little more intelligent than any real-life gorilla, and

through character development, he becomes a sympathetic
character. This is the movie’s greatest success and the reason
we care more about the film’s city-smashing finale than we
do in any “Transformers” movie. George is a bit of a troll, and
his sense of humor makes the ape more charismatic than any
of the humans.
Like I mentioned before, the dialogue in this film is foolish,
as well as its plot and the actions of its human villains. But
there’s some crazy, reality-defying action in this movie, and
because it’s about gas that makes animals big and angry, the
dumbness of the dialogue suits the action and concepts.
If you’re interested in watching “Rampage,” you’re not going to compare it to “Requiem for a Dream,” or even “Raiders of the Lost Ark.” If you’re okay with a dumb action movie,
then on that spectrum, this is one of the good ones.
It’s a video game movie. Cut it some slack.

Skip this movie if:

-You want to like “Transformers” but don’t want the
stupidity or insensitive jokes.
-You want to watch a “Planet of the Apes” movie but
don’t want to be depressed or deal with philosophy.
-You want to watch “The Mummy Returns: Rise of
the Scorpion King,” but also don’t. It’s a terrible movie,
and The Rock should be ashamed of it and its terrible
computer-generated imagery scorpion.

By Jordan Berman
Cartoon By
Cate Johnson

-After watching one too many giant robot or animal
movies, you’re just done.
You don’t feel like explaining sexual innuendo to your
kids.
-You don’t want to watch a thoroughly mediocre
movie. There, I said it.

You’ll like this movie if:
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Hope in the Middle East
By MAX KRONSTADT
Recent chemical attacks and missile
strikes thrust the now seven-year-long
Syrian Civil War back onto the front
pages and into the opinion columns of
American newspapers for a couple of
days last week. It was the most coverage
the conflict has gotten since President
Bashar al-Assad’s brutal campaign to
retake Aleppo nearly a year and a half
ago.
The stories painted a bleak picture of
the conflict, and if you read too many of
them you probably ended up, as I did,
feeling profoundly hopeless about the
future of Syria. The same is true for stories about conflict across the region, in
Yemen, Gaza, Iraq, Egypt, and more. The
Middle East, broadly speaking, is often
portrayed as the world’s most hopeless
region.
This hopelessness often quickly turns
into apathy, which is inherently counterproductive. So, I’d like to put forward a
counternarrative. It may not be warranted,
or even possible, but I’m going to try. Underneath all the sectarian violence and
brutal authoritarianism, there is hope for
a peaceful, democratic future in the Middle East, and sooner than we might think.
Rebel forces in Syria have retreated into
just a few remaining strongholds—soon
they will have to surrender and accept
some sort of settlement to end the war. As
difficult as the idea of Bashar al-Assad staying in power is for most people to swallow,
the end of the war will bring a degree of stability to a country that has driven instability across the region. It will be a long time
before the Syrian people get justice for their
government’s war crimes, but hopefully
they can have peace.
In the past few months, there have been
developments in neighboring Iraq. The Islamic State has been all but defeated. The
central government and Kurdish separatists struck a deal to avoid war and create
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a working system to govern the heavily
Kurdish region in the North. Sectarian tensions are, on the whole, lower than they’ve
been in a long time, possibly since before
the U.S. invasion in 2003.
Egypt had its first real elections in 2012,
which the Muslim Brotherhood won resoundingly, but they were deposed by a
military coup after a year of leading a less
than democratic administration. Egypt is
now as authoritarian as it was under Hosni Mubarak, which is discouraging. But the
sentiments among the Egyptian people
that led to the 2011 uprisings didn’t just
vanish with the 2013 military coup, and
when the people rise again, I believe they
will have learned valuable lessons from
their first foray into democracy and be
successful in creating a durable, representative system.
I’ll admit, I’m struggling to find hopeful
things to say about Yemen and Israel/Palestine, but I’ll give it a shot.
The Yemeni Civil War is really a proxywar between Iran and Saudi Arabia. Iran
supports the Houthi rebels that seized the

capital in 2015, which the Saudis, with
U.S. help, have subsequently bombed into
quasi-oblivion, creating a humanitarian
nightmare on the ground.
Though there is little hope for Yemen in
the short-term, I do believe that the oftenhot cold war between Iran and Saudi Arabia is due to simmer down at some point
soon, which would help end conflict in
Yemen and prevent similar conflicts in
the future. Young Iranians largely do not
share their parents’ generation’s geopolitical zeal—they care much more about
the country’s economy—and have elected
leaders to that effect. I suspect similar circumstances exist in Saudi Arabia, though
they’re not nearly as visible.
A comparable phenomenon also exists in Israel. Young Israelis are increasingly frustrated with the hardline stance
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and his party; many do not believe Israel
should continue building settlements in
the West Bank and support the idea of a
future Palestinian state. There are a lot
of questions about what that state would

Better Late Than Never: Eliminating West In Time
Last week, the Colorado College faculty
voted to eliminate the West In Time from
CC’s critical perspectives requirements
following student outcry. Then, President
Jill Tiefenthaler commissioned an external
review of racism on Colorado College’s
campus. In an email reporting the decision, she wrote: “Now is a critical time to
listen to and understand the lived experiences of marginalized members of our
community. While it is difficult for each
of us to recognize our own role in creating
and perpetuating inequity, we must do it.”
Tiefenthaler’s words beg the question:
Why now? Why now, instead of any other
time over the course of the school’s evolution, when racism is by no means a new
presence on CC’s campus? It doesn’t inspire confidence in this institution that its
most tangible response to racism on campus came only after such a disgustingly explicit act of hate. It suggests the response
was, in part, an attempt to save face; to
make up for CC’s initial, hurried reaction
to an email, which was far more serious

than “spam.” But that, in turn, reminds us
that student movements are still effective.
Yes, the CC administration spent far too
long doing far too little about racism on
campus. Yes, Colorado College as a whole
has failed to listen to students and faculty
of color; the student body has not done
enough to address racial bias entrenched
in campus life. It would be a shame,
though, to forget that the most coordinated, broad, student-led effort to tackle
racism at CC—in at least the two years I’ve
been here—yielded concrete, institutional-level change within a block of student
demands being formally made. It would
do injustice to the students who pushed
for that change. It would be wrong to diminish the impact of the Black Student
Union’s petition in pushing Tiefenthaler
and the CC administration to take action
they otherwise may not have.
Should CC have implemented these
changes sooner? Of course, but we already knew that. It would be wonderful
to expect those who lead us to take pre-

emptive action in matters of social justice,
but as a rule it is unrealistic—people in
positions of power have the most to lose
from change. President Tiefenthaler’s
email, then, should serve to catalyze;
if it doesn’t, we’re either misunderstanding direct action or we
aren’t as committed to equity
as we claim.
The College’s handling of
the racist email hasn’t been
perfect, nor are the changes
made at the end of last block
enough to truly address the
wide scope of policies, implicit and explicit, that
continue to put undue
stress on students of
color at CC: “Why now?”
is a valid and important
question. I just don’t think it’s the most
useful. Rather, these recent changes
ask students at CC—any student who
claims to care that this school be open
and inclusive—“Why not now?”

look like, but until Netanyahu’s Likud Party is out of power, that is not a conversation that can take place—hopefully young,
moderate Israelis can make that a reality
sooner rather than later.
To realize the potential for a more peaceful and prosperous future, the Middle East
will need good leadership, both internally
and externally. From the U.S. and its allies,
that means investing in rebuilding countries damaged by war to prevent further
instability, are using leverage over allies to
try to stop conflict wherever possible. This
could be with Saudi Arabia in Yemen or Israel in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, then
centering foreign policy around protecting
the interests of the people of the region, instead of promoting their own economic or
geopolitical interests. Internally, it means
leadership that can transcend sectarian
division to create new national identities,
develop smart and sustainable economic
policies, and studiously avoid corruption.
I’m hopeful about the future of the Middle East, above all, because it’s better than
the alternative. I hope you’ll join me.

By NATALIE GUBBAY

Cartoon By Cate Johnson
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Drop out of School? Great Idea!
Seniors—this is your last block. Juniors—
you are almost seniors. Sophomores—
soon, you will be out of your “sophomore
slump!” First-years—you’ve almost completed your first year of college. It is an exciting time for everyone, it seems.
First week of Block 8 is slowly coming
to a close, and so are different stages of
every student’s college career. Despite
where a student stands in relation to their
expected graduation date, it seems we
can all joke about dropping out of school.
While it often exists as an aimless statement, I am curious about the possible
pros of dropping out of school. What reasons could there be for dropping out to be
an appropriate or serious idea for me or
any other student currently enrolled in a
highly selective institution?
I am an English creative writing major.
However, my major by no means completely aligns with my interests. I am currently sitting in my literary theory class
because I was told that in order to graduate as a creative writing major, I needed to
complete this course. Yet, I would rather
be in many other courses at this college or
simply just exploring writing on my own
time. I could be spending my free time
creating pieces to submit to various magazines, or applying to internships, which
would allow me to actually involve myself
in the real writing world without the commitment of school in the background.
Furthermore, why should my family
pay for a class that I do not feel is necessary for my future? Dropping out would
allow me to explore writing in the manner I would like to. That is the same for
students in any major. There would no
longer be requirements telling you how

to conduct yourself in the field you are
interested in. Dropping out allows for
the freedom to explore your abilities and
possibilities.
After some research regarding the rates
of college dropouts, I learned that 53 percent of college graduates are currently
jobless or unemployed. Many still live
with their parents and have ridiculous
amounts of student debt. Personally, I do
not aspire to live in my childhood bedroom and have my parents wake me up
in the morning requesting that I walk the
dog after having attained a college degree. So, why not quit college before I find
myself on my parent’s couch? Besides,
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, about 70 percent of people learn
best through experience, so dropping out
may actually be advantageous to a student (ex-student) in order to experience
independent, real-life living.
Often, school feels like just a constant
checklist. Every time I finish one assignment, I then remember I have another assignment just around the corner. If school
was not in the picture, my assignments
would not seem as burdensome because
I could create my own checklist. It would
not consist of the tasks assigned to me by a
professor, but they could be tasks assigned
to me by myself—arguably the best kind.
College forces you to choose a path. Our
college requires that you declare a major
in order to graduate and complete that
major’s prescribed course of study; students are forced to choose some sort of
an academic path. However, what if you
just don’t know and just want to explore?
What is a good choice then?
Dropping out of school would allow
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This Could Be You
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a person to figure out what they are interested in before spending a ridiculous
amount of money. Perhaps, after they figure out a field of study, college could be
brought back into the picture.
I am fairly certain I will not be drop-

ping out of college anytime soon, or, at
all. However, it is a romantic idea. Steve
Jobs, Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg, and
Oprah all dropped out of school and have
led very successful lives. Why couldn’t I
do that, too?

Half-Baked Understanding
Why men don’t ruin everything, but ignorance does
By SARAH LAICO
“Men ruin everything. Think you’re
having fun? Just you wait—a man will
come in and ruin it.”
I say these words nearly every other
day. I tell people it’s my motto, in fact.
I say it mostly in jest—after all, I am
surrounded by male family members,
friends, and acquaintances who do not,
in fact, “ruin everything.” But I wish I
were fully joking. The fact of the matter
is, lately, whenever I find myself unreasonably upset, frustrated, or angry, I realize the source of my emotions is something a male has said or done. There is
some truth to “men ruin everything,” not
just in America, but across the globe—
especially in the media of late.
Still truth needs to be grounded in fact.
And the fact is, though I am learning, I
still have much to understand about feminism and the gender imbalances in our
society. And so, I write this article not to
list all the terrible things males have done
in the media recently, nor to just criticize myself, but to encourage others to
not make the same mistake I did and run
away from topics that feel uneasy.
I started by thinking back to the beginning. In elementary school, I spent more
time with my male classmates than female
classmates. I liked being like them—provoking each other, coming up with hairbrained schemes to get ourselves into
trouble, traipsing into the woods behind

the school to see what we could find. It
was a lot simpler spending time with them
than the girls in my class, who I could
quickly offend if I didn’t invite them to my
birthday party or forgot to save them a seat
in assembly. I preferred being around the
boys, who were aggressive only physically,
not relationally, like the girls.
By middle school, the ratio of my
friends, guys to girls, was probably even.
I had come to appreciate my girlfriends,
since they listened to me more and provided me more emotional support. This
appreciation grew in high school. In
boarding school, I found it practically
impossible to talk to my male classmates,
who seemed almost incapable of having
a normal conversation. (I’m not saying
that’s how it was—just how it seemed).
I decided I was ready for college, where
everyone, not just guys, would be a little
more human, a little more themselves,
and a little better at communication.
And thus far, that has generally been
the case. I’ve made some irreplaceable
friendships at CC, with people of all genders: fulfilling, meaningful, and supportive friendships that will last a lifetime.
Where did “men ruin everything” come
from, then?
Maybe it was when my advisor bravely
shared her story of sexual harassment
following the Harvey Weinstein allegations, before #metoo was even a thing.

Maybe it was when #metoo became a
thing. Maybe it was one of the numerous times video footage or recordings of
our president saying or doing despicable
things to women were released. Or the
other morning on Equal Pay Day, when I
read that women still receive less recognition, respect, and pay in the workplace.
Every time I baffle my male counterparts
at the climbing gym for “sending their
proj.” The times when I was catcalled
on every street corner studying abroad
in Cuba last year. The times when I’m
catcalled in Colorado Springs. The list
could go on and on.
However, my half-joking motto really
arose from me finally recognizing the
gender imbalance in our country, and
then overcompensating. Because the
truth is, though I was familiar with terms
like “feminism” and “patriarchy” before
college, I wasn’t educated on the subjects. In fact, the first block of my FYE was
called “Women and the Body,” a feminist
and gender Studies course. I hadn’t paid
any attention to the Block 1 course; I was
looking forward to the psych course in
Block 2, “Women and Madness.” I was utterly terrified when I walked in on First
Monday to a room of very passionate females, all highly active in their respective
high schools’ feminist clubs. Just sharing
why they chose to take the course, three
girls started crying. Our professor said

we’d cover “Feminism 101” in the first
hour of class the next day. I was shook—I
probably felt exactly as male students do
taking feminist and gender courses at CC.
And so instead of taking the opportunity
to educate myself on the subject, I fled in
panic to the registrar and switched into
existential philosophy.
I realize now how foolish that decision
was; I had so much to gain from taking
that course. But I was suffering from “feminist threat.” In my personality class last
semester, we read an article by Moradi,
Martin, and Brewster (2012) that demonstrated that although many people agree
with feminist ideals, they don’t identify
as feminists. They either fear being associated with possible negative feminist
stereotypes, or they know they’ll feel
dissonance if they proclaim themselves
feminists but do not adequately act like
feminists. I felt both, and by fleeing that
class, I missed an opportunity to bridge
the gap of my understanding—from actually finding girls annoying in elementary
school to saying “men ruin everything”
on practically a daily basis by my junior
year of college.
Whether it’s eminist and gender studies or molecular cellular biology, educate
yourself, no matter your misgivings. Otherwise you run the risk of creating unproductive blanket statements and having a
half-baked understanding.
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Weekend Happenings
Friday, April 27
Student Alumni Association
Sendoff Event
2-4 p.m., Tutt Science Center
Quad
Taste of China
5-7 p.m., Loomis Lounge
Back Row A Cappella Spring
Concert
7-9 p.m., Kathryn Mohrman
Theatre
“Fully Committed” Opening
Night
7:30-10:30 p.m., Music Room
Chamber Chorus Concert
7:30-9 p.m., Packard Performance Hall
THERE HAS POSSIBLY BEEN
AN INCIDENT
9-10 p.m., Cornerstone 131
(Screening Room)

Saturday, April 28
Kicks for CASA
11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Colorado Springs Undergraduate Research Forum (CSURF)
9 a.m.-4:15 p.m., Richard F. Celeste Theatre
Investival Festival
1-5 p.m., Donald Autrey Field

“Fully Committed”
7:30-10:30 p.m., Music Room
THERE HAS POSSIBLY BEEN
AN INCIDENT
9-10 p.m., Cornerstone 131
(Screening Room)

Sunday, April 29
“Fully Committed”
12-2 p.m., Music Room
Collegium Musicum Ensemble
3-4:30 p.m., Packard Performance Hall

