THE CATALYST
The Independent Student Newspaper of Colorado College

Vol. 48, No. 16

February 23, 2018

6th Annual
Big Idea
Competition:
Chica Chocolate
Takes Home
$25,000
By JOSIE KRITTER

On third Thursday of Block 5, the sixth annual Big
Idea Competition of Colorado College was held. The
five teams that participated ranged from hot sauce
creators to inventors of applications that predict
your life expectancy. This year, three of the teams
were led by women, and two of the teams were led
by college first-years. The grand prize was a $25,000
check that would act as seed money for the winning
company.
The winning team, Chica Chocolate, is a company
that infuses chocolates with Chinese herbs in order
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to soothe menstrual cramps. Their subscriptionbased service was awarded runner-up last year, and
this year they were able to secure the title. “This
year’s Big Idea win feels so special,” Cassidy Lam ’19,
co-founder of Chica Chocolate, commented. “I was
afraid of what it would mean for us if we didn’t take
home the biggest check; would it indicate that our
project is doomed to fail? That we are the only ones
who still believe in Chica? But even if we hadn’t taken first place, I would have been thrilled to stand on
that stage with our peers in innovation. I am proud
Continued on pg. 6

First Monday Speaker Samantha Blackmon on a Critical Analysis of Gaming

Colorado College and the
2018 Winter Olympics

Blackmon is an associate professor of rhetoric and games studies at
Purdue University and researches
identity formation through gaming.
A devoted gamer of over 30 years
herself, Blackmon is eager to analyze video games from a feminist
perspective and increase female
representation in the gaming community.
During the early 2000s, while
browsing gamers’ blogs and listening to gaming podcasts, Blackmon

encouraged to support the U.S. and
wear red, white, and blue.
Colorado Springs has billed itself
This coming weekend marks the “Olympic City USA” given that it is
end of the 2018 Winter Olympic home to the U.S. Olympic ComGames in PyeongChang, South mittee Headquarters, multiple
Korea. However, for the college Olympic governing bodies, over
and the city of Colorado Springs, 50 national sport organizations,
dubbed “Olympic City USA,” the and one of the three United States
Olympics are more than just a two- Olympic Training Centers. On the
week event. Colorado College has city’s website, it markets itself as
multiple alumni and one current having natural training grounds
and a commitstudent at the
ment to athletic
Olympic Games,
excellence.
and the city of
While the colColorado Springs
Colorado College
lege hasn’t done
is the epicenter
of the Olympic
has multiple alumni any screenings of
the Olympics on
and Paralympic
and one student at the campus, the Outmovements.
door Recreation
On Feb. 9, ColOlympic Games
Center
hosted
orado
Springs
the ORC Winter
hosted its annual
Olympic Games
Olympic Downin the Worner
town
Celebration, a free event to officially kick off Campus Center on Tuesday, Feb.
the 2018 Winter Olympics. Accord- 20.
Isabel “Izzy” Atkin ’21 is skiing
ing to local news channel KRDO,
the event had live entertainment, on the British Olympic Team and
family-friendly activities, and a Ko- got a bronze medal in the ski slope
rean theme, although people were
Continued on pg. 4

By ELLEN LOUCKS
“What is your favorite [video]
game?”
While individuals who consider
themselves serious “gamers” enjoy
posing this question, Dr. Samantha
Blackmon points out that inquiring
about one’s favorite game may have
many hidden, and often negative,
implications.
Blackmon presented as the
Block 6 First Mondays speaker to a
nearly full audience in the Kathryn
Mohrman Theatre. She expounded
on her lifelong passion for gaming
and consequent research on gaming and identity. Often referencing
her start-up website, “Not Your
Mama’s Gamer,” throughout the
lecture, Blackmon demonstrated
to her audience a practical application of the convergence of humanities and science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics.
She emphasized the importance of
interdisciplinary work in eradicating social stereotypes, particularly
through a feminist and racial lens.

realized that there was a lack of female representation among gamers. Upon bringing this concern to
one of her graduate students, the
student suggested that Blackmon
start a podcast. In January of 2011,
Blackmon and co-founder Alex
Layne, Assistant Professor of Technical Communication and Professional Writing at Metropolitan State
University, launched the first series
of podcasts and blog posts on their
Continued on pg. 3
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FYE Revisions Underway: The Importance of Writing from Day One
By GRACE PERRY
Within the Annapolis Group, an association comprised of 130 selective liberal arts
colleges from across the country, Colorado College represents a mere 5 percent of
schools that have only a first-year seminar
and not a first-year composition course and/
or writing seminar. Thus, when comparing
CC to its peer institutions, it represents a minority, and not necessarily the cool, unique,
quirky portrayal CC strives to foster.
However, all of this may change as early as
this coming fall.
The Curriculum Executive Committee is
currently working to revise the CC all-college
requirements. They have been meeting and
discussing this revision for over a year now—
a process that was partially jumpstarted by
a student petition airing grievances about
some of the college’s graduation requirements, such as the Social Inequality and consistently unpopular West in Time requirement.
In addition to tackling the existing all-college requirements, the CEC is also closely
examining and re-evaluating the FYE program. The CEC is formalizing proposals now
and hopes to present them during Blocks 6
through 8 of this academic school year. The
FYE replacement should be presented to the
faculty this block, according to Gail MurphyGeiss, sociology professor and member of
Malcolm Gabbard ’19, a math major, asthe committee. Since proposals are far from
finalized at this point, specifics on the pos- serted the intrinsic value of writing for every
sible revisions cannot yet be released to the CC student, regardless of major or intended
future profession. “No matter what your
student body and broader community.
Most students actively vocalize their opin- major is, writing skills are absolutely cruions on requirements such as the West in cial,” Gabbard said. “As students try and get
Time, but what do current members of the internships, jobs, to get published, etcetera,
CC community think about FYE and its fu- they must be able to convey their ideas effectively.”
ture?
Alison Takkunen ’19, a neuroscience major,
Harper Tice ’20 said she thinks FYEs across
the board need to be more standardized. She recalled her own transition to college and arrecalled her own experience and how dif- gued for the necessity of providing students
ferent it was from many of her peers’. In par- with the help they need to be successful from
ticular, she cited the wide-ranging levels of the moment they step on campus. “I came
difficulty in the courses, and how these dis- from a public high school, and it was very
apparent in my FYE course
parities do some first-years
that my writing was not at
a disservice by not adethe appropriate level for
quately preparing them for
According to Santa, this institution,” Takkunen
future classes.
said. “Therefore, streamthe FYE program
Tice, a sociology major,
lining the FYE courses and
also said there should be
has not changed
addressing students’ issues
a more consistent, mandasignificantly since its and strengths of writing
tory writing component to
every FYE course so pro- conception in the early within the first two blocks
of time at CC could be benfessors can “get everyone
s.
eficial in later courses.”
on the same page about
Tracy Santa, director
writing expectations.”
of
the CC Writing Center
Several other students
echoed her opinion; they agree that writing and Writing Program, agrees with the stuis an integral part of the CC experience—and dents; ideally, FYEs should more pointedly
more importantly, a crucial skill beyond the help develop and advance students’ writing
walls of the classroom—and thus should be abilities. Upon close examination of previmore intentionally included in all FYE cours- ous FYE syllabi, Santa found that “only a
es. This sentiment is shared across majors minority of classes seemed to offer writing
not typically associated with writing, includ- instruction but that the majority of classes
ing math, neuroscience, physics, and organ- did ask students to write.” “That distinction
is something I’ve been parked on for most of
ismal biology and ecology.

2000
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my time here,” Santa said.
“The distinction between
assigning writing and offering some degree of explicit instruction.”
Ralph Bertrand, a math
professor, taught the FYE
“Viruses: Mathematical
Modeling of Epidemics” last fall. He too said
there should be a more
focused, mandatory writing component in every
FYE because “students
need to recognize that
writing in the different
disciplines is very different than their experience in high school.” He hopes incorporating
writing in the FYE program will provide students with at least “some idea of what level
and type of writing is expected” on a college
campus.
Michael Grace of the Music Department
recognizes both the importance and breadth
of writing at CC. He appreciates that writing
looks different across disciplines and can
take a variety of form from lab reports to research papers to analytical essays. However,
regardless of discipline or form, Grace sees
writing as foundational to any CC student.
“I might imagine that in some sciences, the
emphasis might be on lab work. Whereas in
some humanities, the emphasis may be more
on the writing itself,” Grace said. “I believe
there should be some writing component
that is evaluated as writing per se in each
[FYE] course. Improved writing will serve the

students well for the rest of their lives, not to
mention the rest of their college careers.”
According to Santa, the FYE program has
not changed significantly since its conception in the early 2000s. While the surfacelevel organization has been altered, it has
maintained its core identity as a support tool
for first-year students. Faculty and staff hope
the upcoming revision to the FYE program
will make it truer to its mission and a more
effective support tool for all future first-year
students while maintaining its core value of
student empowerment both in and outside
of the classroom.
There are three current students on the
CEC—Helena Thatcher, Jack Truesdale, and
Hamiyyet Bilgi. If you have a suggestion,
comment, or concern about the revisions
underway, please feel free to contact any one
of these students directly.

New Opportunities Arise as KRCC Joins Collaborative Efforts
By JULIA TARANTINO
91.5 KRCC, Colorado College’s NPR-Member Station, has recently united with five other public radio stations in order to launch a
regional news consortium called the Collaboration in the Mountain West. This journalism collaboration covers unique issues in the
rural and urban areas of five mountain west
states: Colorado, Idaho, Wyoming, Utah,
and Montana. The participating stations are
Boise State Public Radio, KUNC in Greenly,
Colo., KUER in Salt Lake City, Wyoming Public Media, and Yellowstone Public Radio. Reporters from each station will be managed by
an editor from Boise State Public Radio covering regional issues.

The grant given to support this new consortium has allowed 91.5 KRCC the opportunity to facilitate a long-term vision to share
regionally focused news content surrounding resource management, issues of growth
and expansion in the rural west, and topics
of western culture and heritage across the
region. The editorial partnership will allow
the stations to share content on these areas
of news across their media markets. The collaboration also provides the radio stations
with the ability to work closely with national
media distributors, such as NPR, APM, PRI,
and PRX.
Most notably, the grant has afforded 91.5
KRCC the opportunity to hire award-winning reporter Ali Budner. Budner comes
to 91.5 KRCC from the San Francisco Bay
Area, where she reported on a variety of top-

ics, ranging from environmental issues and
public health to homelessness and immigration. Prior to joining 91.5 KRCC, Budner
worked with The Kitchen Sisters, KPFA radio
in Berkeley, Calif., and KALW radio in San
Francisco. She was a managing producer for
KALW’s daily live public affairs call-in show,
“Your Call,” with Rose Aguilar for five years.
The Nation magazine claims that it was “the
most valuable local radio show in the country.”
While at KALW, Budner also reported and
co-produced an hour-long documentary,
“The Race to an Emergency,” about the 911
emergency response system in Oakland, Calif. The film received several national awards,
including the Edward R. Murrow Award for
best radio news documentary in a large market. Budner’s reporting has also been fea-

Most notably, the
grant has afforded 91.5
KRCC the opportunity
to hire award-winning
reporter Ali Budner.
tured on PRI’s “The World,” NPR’s “Latino
USA,” and WHYY’s “The Pulse.” Budner will
contribute stories to 91.5 KRCC that focus on
land and water issues, growth, and Western
culture and heritage, as reported by Colorado College’s website.
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CC Revises the Honor Code: The End of an Extensive Process
On Jan. 26, the Colorado College student “[The revisions] were proposed because
body voted and approved revisions to the Council members wanted to underline the
school’s Honor Code. Students were first importance of flagrancy in the Honor Code,
notified about the proposed changes at the and additionally felt the need to underline
infractions like lying to
beginning of Block 4.
professors to gain an
The new changes aim
advantage as a blatant
to provide clarity and
The new changes aim
disregard of the code,”
transparency for stusaid Scaggs. Scaggs also
dents about the Honor
to provide clarity and
noted that the changes
Council’s process and
transparency for students were initially proposed
guidelines.
The primary change
about the Honor Counil’s early in the 2016–2017
academic year, indicatto the Honor Code was
process and guidelines.
ing the lengthy process
adding flagrancy to the
involved in updating
Code’s list of potential
the Honor Code.
violations. Flagrant vioThe changes have
lations are ones that exhibit a blatant disregard for the code and for been, and continue to be, communicated
Colorado College’s standards for academic to both the faculty and the students. “In the
integrity. Additionally, “falsifying Informa- weeks before the vote to revise the code, we
tion” (i.e. lying to a professor, lying to the made sure to advertise the implications of
Honor Council during investigation, faking such changes through posters and tabling,”
data or sources) is now categorized as a fla- said Scaggs. On the day before the vote, students on the Honor Council also walked
grant violation.
Mark Scaggs ’18, co-chair of the Honor around with informational handouts encourCouncil, was one of the students that had aging the student body to participate in the
significant involvement in updating the code. vote. The Honor Council plans to continue
their outreach campaign regarding the updated Honor Code in the new semester. “We
hope to include a presentation to faculty as
well as a dialogue luncheon with the student
body,” Scaggs said about their plans for the
next steps following the vote.
With the new changes in effect, it is important to identify how they will impact both
students directly involved with the Honor
Council and the college’s population as a
whole. “For the average student, the most
recent changes in the Honor Code add some

By PEYTON TICH
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much-needed transparency to our investigative process, and are much clearer about the
definition of flagrancy,” said Scaggs. “In addition, the revisions eliminate unnecessary
steps in the code.”
The new revisions have removed a step in
the process of identifying flagrancy, thus expediting a student’s hearing. Scaggs noted
that the removal of this step does not detract
from students’ advocacy process.
The updated Honor Code aims to help in the
Honor Council’s investigation process while

also ensuring that it gives the student body
is given definitive explanations of terms and
standards. The updated Honor Code helps
“to clarify one of the more serious violation
types to the student body. . . [and to] solidify
student accountability and faculty–student
trust,” said Scaggs. Though the process to put
these changes into effect was extensive, they
ultimately aim to foster a more concrete understanding of the Honor Code and council
by the general student population.

First Monday Speaker
Samantha Blackmon on a
Critical Analysis of Gaming
Continued from the front page

of podcasts and blog posts on their site,
“Not Your Mama’s Gamer.”
NYMG differs sharply from conventional
gaming blogs and podcasts. Unlike typical
gaming sites that are normally devoted to explicating cheats and hacks, new releases, or
high scores, NYMG is devoted to unpacking
gaming from a feminist perspective. NYMG
bridges the chasm between industry and academia by inviting researchers to have a dialogue on graphic design, racial and identity
formation, and cultural influence on games.
Additionally, NYMG hosts annual spring,
summer, fall, and winter “gaming marathons” for their “Gaming for Good” initiative. These events attract children from local
schools who gather together to learn about
games and programming. Each gaming
marathon partners with local campaigns or
charities to raise funds for their communities. In the past, NYMG has supported The
Trevor Project, the American Civil Liberties,
the Southern Poverty Law Center, and Stop
Soldier Suicide.
Furthermore, in October 2015, NYMG
launched an initiative titled, “Invisibility
Blues,” which is a video series exploring gaming through critical race theory. For the moment, NYMG aims to produce a total of nine
episodes which will cover various topics including character representation, women

of color and intersectionality, race and fantasy games, queer issues, and the myth of the
white messiah.
Blackmon’s overarching vision for NYMG
is to eradicate gaming stereotypes through
scholarly dialogue. Already defying the
gamer norm as an African-American woman
herself, Blackmon hopes for other minorityidentifying individuals to contribute to the
conversations surrounding cultural gaming.
The ostensibly innocent question, “What’s
your favorite game?” unconsciously alienates women and social minorities who may
not share similar gaming interests with the
predominantly male population of gamers.
Through NYMG, Blackmon has coalesced
the humanities and STEM fields and opened
critical dialogue on these long-standing social divisions.
Blackmon’s lecture is part of the 2017–2018
FemStem Symposium, which is organized
by Professors Heidi R. Lewis of Feminist and
Gender Studies and Andrea Bruder of Mathematics and Computer Science. According to
peakrader.com, the symposium “illustrate[s]
how the interdisciplinary study of power and
inequity [. . .] necessitates pedagogical and
scholarly collaboration among intellectuals
in myriad fields within and outside of the
academy.” Lewis and Bruder aim to increase
students’ awareness of social issues occurring outside of the classroom, which “enables
them to work collaboratively across multiple
fields of study.”
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Colorado College and the 2018 Winter Olympics The Weekly Rundown
By Charlotte Schwebel

ON CAMPUS
• Isabel Atkin ’21 became Britain’s first Olympic
medal-winning skier with a bronze medal in the freestyle event. (NBC)
• Class registration timelines have changed—registration will now occur by semester. (CC)

C-SPRINGS
• Five Colorado Springs area athletes won state
wrestling championships. (Gazette)

COLORADO
• A 75-megawatt solar farm was approved by Arapahoe County. Once built, it will be the second largest
solar farm in Colorado. (AP)
• Denver is eliminating caps on building height for
affordable housing. (AP)
• Colorado Senator Cory Gardner announced he
will stop blocking Justice Department nominees over
revoked protections for states with legalized marijuana sales. (ABC13)

U.S.A

After high school, Atkin
took a gap year to focus
on achieving all she could
in skiing and started at
Colorado College this past
fall.

Photos by Evan Foster

Continued from the front page

style event at the end of last week. Atkin couldn’t be reached for comment,
but an article written about her in the
Wicked Local notes that she calls Park
City, Utah, home and is the daughter of a
British father and Malaysian mother. For
high school, Atkin attended the Winter
Sports High School in Park City, which
runs April through November to allow

athletes to take a break from school during the Olympic training season. After
high school, Atkin took a gap year to
focus on achieving all she could in skiing and started at Colorado College this
past fall.
Colorado College alumni at the 2018
Winter Olympic Games include Mike
Testwide ’10, who is playing for South
Korea’s Olympic hockey team, Christine
Krall ’70, who is the jump coach for two
American figure skaters, and Thomas
Hackett ’89, who serves as the team doc-

tor for the U.S. ski and snowboard teams.
A multitude of other CC alumni are supporting the U.S. Olympic Committee in
various roles at the Olympic Games.
While the 2018 PyeongChang Winter
Olympic Games will wrap up on Sunday, Atkin, CC alumni, and Olympic
Committee staff will return to Colorado
Springs to rest before they begin preparing for the next competitions on the
horizon and the 2020 and 2022 Olympic
Games.

• The White House unveiled a plan to allow offshore
drilling along 90 percent of U.S. coastlines. (Sierra
Club)
• John Kelly, the current White House Chief of Staff,
told officials he is willing to step down after mishandling the domestic abuse accusations against now
defunct White House Staff Secretary Rob Porter.
(NYT)
• Republicans passed a large budget bill in the middle of the night after shutting down the government
for three hours. It raises spending on military, funds
infrastructure projects, and reauthorizes funding for
the Children’s Health Insurance Program. It is predicted to raise the debt ceiling by $131 billion. (NYT)
• The official portraits of the Obamas were released
last Monday, marking the first time presidential portraits have been painted by African-American artists.
(Politico)
• Last Wednesday marked the 18th school shooting this year, leaving 17 people dead and 14 wounded. The killer was a member of a white supremacist group. Survivors announced a national march
against gun violence to take place on March 24. The
White House came out in support of more intensive
background checks and a bump stock ban this week.
Trump also suggested bonuses for trained and armed
teachers. (CNN/Politico/BBC)
• 18 Russian officials were indicted in Muller’s investigation, leading President Donald Trump to tweet
his response over the course of nine hours. (NYT)
• Pennsylvania congressional districts were redrawn after a Supreme Court decision ruled them
unconstitutional. (NYT)

WORLD
• Marvel’s “Black Panther” had the fifth-highest
opening for a film ever and the highest grossing February opening weekend ever. The film had a four-day
worldwide gross of $427 million and a domestic gross
of $242 million. (VanityFair)
• The Winter Olympics continue. The medal count
is led by Norway, followed by the U.S. in fourth.
(Forbes)
• Israeli and Syrian military forces clashed in a series of strikes, possibly signaling a new phase in the
Syrian war. Fighting is picking up again with the entry
of Turkey and Israel. In the past few days, 250 civilians were killed in a bombardment by Syrian government forces. (NYT/ALJ)
• The Israeli police recommended the indictment of
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over claims of
bribery and corruption. Several of his friends, confidences, and top executives at Israel’s largest telecommunications company were arrested this week. (AP/
NYT)
• Opioid producer Perdue says they will no longer
promote their drugs to doctors. (ABC)
• A Nigerian court released 475 Boko Haram suspects, citing a lack of evidence. (AlJ)
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The Band FROG
JE: Michael Sawyer is a musician; he plays
saxophone, guitar. Steve Hayward also plays
guitar.
ML: If Michael was in our band though,
he’d also be our promoter. Or maybe we
would want to add one of the music faculty.
JE: I would want Dan Tynan to do a harmonica solo. I don’t even know if he plays
harmonica, but he looks like he would.

TC: Do you expect/hope to see yourselves on the Llamapalooza stage this
year?
ML: I mean, we hope to see ourselves there.
Do we expect it? The thing is we only know of
a few other bands, but there’s like, what, 18 or
something [for Battle of the Bands]? There are
a few other bands that we know will be competition for us.
JE: I want to see all the bands at Llama. . .
and us.

One of the many popular on-campus bands,
FROG is comprised of Jason Edelstein ’18,
Miles Lamar Lowe ’18, Benjamin Thomas
’21, Harrison Selle ’19, Charles Meyer ’19,
and Nico Calabria ’18. FROG recently opened
Speakeasy’s Block 5 performance and will
be competing in the upcoming Battle of the
Bands. Half of the band—Edelstein, Lowe,
and Thomas—sat down to answer a few questions for The Catalyst this week.

Interview by Jonathan
Tignor and Photos by
Addison Knight

The Catalyst: What was your initial inspiration for forming the band?
Jason Edelstein: Honestly, probably everyone that’s now in Mad Wallace, which was
Funk Dozer at a time, and then all the different permeations of that band, just seeing
them at Battle of the Bands and all the different house shows when we were freshmen.
And Gabe Sashihara’s band, Raisins; I think
that was our first house show that we went to,
and someone smashed a watermelon at the
show.
Miles Lowe: True.
JE: Yeah, and that was our inspiration, that
watermelon.
ML: Also, I played in a concert band and
jazz band throughout high school, and I
played freshman year of college. But I thought
that the— I don’t know, I just for some reason
didn’t really want to be in a band that was still
directed by a faculty member. So it was cool
when Jason and I became friends, and I realized he played guitar. And then there was like
this proximal relationship where Harrison,
Jason, and I all lived in the same hall last year.
So maybe not proximity as inspiration, but it
definitely made it a lot easier.

TC: How did you settle on such an amphibious name?
JE: It took us a long time. At first, we were
Jeb Kush—no, first we were Dank Tofu, then
we were Jeb Kush for like a day (some people
really didn’t like that name; I still think we
should go back to it), and then we were Mob
Secret, and then we just wanted one word.
We’re going to change our name pretty soon
actually because there’s another Frog on Spotify, and it’s not the most searchable word either. We have a lot of people liking our Facebook page who’re just interested in frogs.
ML: And I surveyed amphibians for like
three summers, so I was like, “FROG.”
JE: Yeah, Miles is our expert.

TC: What has been your wildest experience while playing a house party at
Colorado College?
ML: I feel like maybe the wildest experience occurred while I wasn’t in the band.
JE: It wasn’t so much of a wild experience
with the audience—it was just this wild experience where everyone in the band was pretty
messed up that night, and we were playing at
FIJI, and it was a terrible show. Definitely the
worst show we’ve ever played. I think I had
three entire beers spilled into my amp. And it
involved a reggae cover of “Smells Like Teen
Spirit.” I guess one of the craziest concert
experiences was last year at that one show
when someone threw up on the stage. That
was kinda crazy.
ML: I remember you just getting pushed
over at a lot of shows. And like, I feel like the
craziness just occurs whenever we play Rage
Against the Machine.

TC: What is a song that you have been
dying to cover but haven’t had the
chance to yet?
JE: Ben wants to cover everything.
Ben Thomas: I do want to cover everything; that’s true. I still really want to do a
Beatles cover at some point. I think that’d be
a lot of fun. And I’m always trying to convince
them to do a Nirvana cover. We did a couple
of times in the beginning of the year, but Lithium would be fun, a lot of fun.
JE: I want to do “American Pie” by Don
McLean—I think it is objectively the best
song ever written.
ML: “American Pie” would not be a good
party song.
BT: The last time we saw Mad Wallace, they
covered “She’s So Heavy” by the Beatles, and
that was really incredible. So doing something like that would also be cool.
JE: I feel every CC band has covered that
song at some point.
ML: It’d be part of our legacy.

TC: What is your favorite song that
you currently play and why?
ML: My favorite is “Ghost Flow” because
I get to go off on my sax and vocals, and it’s
just so long. Plus there’s a fat bass solo, and
there’s also a guitar solo and a sax solo—it’s
a long song, and it’s very cathartic; you get to
leave it all out there.
BT: Probably “Break Your Crown,” for me.

I get a drum solo, and also the opening bass
line just gets me going every time because
Harrison is nuts on that song.
JE: I think probably “Perturbed Cyborg
Future” because I get to sing on it, and I get
to yell on it at the end. And we do this really
weird two-part round in seven/eight at the
end, and watching people dance while we’re
playing seven/eight is just so much fun.

TC: Who can drop the sickest solo in
the band?
ML: Not me.
BT: Harrison has done some pretty insane
solos.
JE: Ben also does pretty sick solos. I’m always telling him to keep going and going and
going; I don’t want his solos to end whenever
we’re at shows.
ML: Jason also shreds. But I don’t know,
Harrison, Ben, and Jason are pretty good soloists. Maybe we should just say Harrison because he’s not here.

TC: If you could open for anyone, dead
or alive, who would it be?
ML: Rage Against the Machine.
JE: I had a dream recently where we opened
for Rage Against the Machine at the Hybl
Community Center for some reason. It was a
lot of fun. There were way too many people in
there; it was kinda scary.

BT: That’d be cool if they did like a CC band
festival kind of thing.
ML: I would say we want to win, and we
have confidence in ourselves.

TC: Do you foresee FROG continuing
post-graduation, or will you be dispersing?
ML: Damn bro.
JE: That’s sad. We don’t know anything
about where our graduating members—
which are just me, Miles, and Nico—are going to be necessarily, but we’re recording
an album this block and next block. And we
each decided we would invest some time
and some money promoting the album and
seeing where it goes, and if people like it and
listen to it and it’s foreseeable, then I mean, it
would definitely be the most fun thing to do
after graduation.
ML: We’d be able to step up our game if we
were focused on it. The problem is Ben is a
freshman.
JE: He could drop out.
ML: Ben is probably not going to drop out
of school. . .
BT: If the situation arose where we got to
a certain point where we could tour, I would
definitely take a break from academics; I
don’t know if I would drop out. And even if
none of that happens, I’d still be very interested in continuing to make music with Harrison and Charles and everybody who is going to be around.

ML: I probably want to open for Lil Wayne,
actually.

JE: And me and Miles might still be in Colorado next year, in which case we could figure
it out somehow, yeah.

TC: You’re given the opportunity to
add a professor to FROG. Who would
you choose?

ML: If we were in Colorado Springs we
could probably keep it going pretty well. If we
were somewhere else, then we’d probably be
able to drop in for shows sometimes, be like
featured artists.

ML: Michael Sawyer.
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Opinion on Parents Adopting Kids from Other Races
Incarcerated Writers Series

This series features writing from inmates at the El Paso County Jail. The articles stem from weekly programming facilitated by the Colorado College Prison
Project. Through contact between the CC community and Colorado Springs, this series aims to simultaneously broaden the CC perception of incarceration
issues and provide a platform for incarcerated writers. The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office requires approval of written material prior to publication and the
removal of authors’ last names.

By CHRIS
There are many reasons why families, new parents, or even a single parent
choose to adopt kids. When it comes to
these people adopting kids of other nationalities or other races, are these soonto-be parents thinking of the challenges
that lie ahead on the level of racism?
First off, let me say this: I truly dislike calling certain races of people “black people”
or “white people” because there is no such
thing; this was a color scheme created for
one group to seem superior and the other
group to feel inferior. There is only one
race, and that is the human race. However,
for the sake of this piece I am writing and
the readers who choose to read it, I will use
these terms. We can save that issue for another article another day.
Transracial adoption is no longer
unique, and it’s becoming more of a common part of life. More white families or
white parents are adopting black children.
A lot has to go into consideration when
adopting from a different race, especially

a black child. How will your family react?
Do you live in a diverse city or county? Can
you provide for the child on a historic level
by teaching them who they are, where they
come from, and their culture?
I’ve heard some white women say, “I
could never raise a black child because I
am not prepared to teach them about being black.” In some ways, you can say this
is a true statement. In return, let me ask
this question: Just because I myself am
an African-American, does that make me
better equipped to raise a black child? Is a
white woman or white man automatically
better at raising a white child just because
they are white? It is, without a doubt, important for children from any race to know
their culture and history, but that does not
limit who they are as an individual. Rather,
it is what I would call a piece of their overall self.
I myself have come from a somewhat
similar situation. I have four siblings:
three sisters, one brother. My two sisters
and one brother are half-white, and they
look white. Our mother is fully black. As

my mother went through trials and tribulations when we were all young kids, we
were all split up and put into foster homes.
My half-white brother and sisters went to
stay with a white family who treated them
very well, and they fit right in to their community. In fact, most people in that neighborhood had no idea that they were halfblack. My younger sister and I, who are
fully black, went to a few different foster
homes. We stayed with a nice white family that treated us well but was ashamed to
integrate my sister and me into their community because we were black. As a result,
we never went anywhere, and in the end,
we were moved out of their house because
they did not know what to do with us.
After that experiment, we were put with
a black family that really didn’t care too
much for us, but at the same time we fit
into their society and community. This
black family was well-off, and even though
they were not too keen on my sister and
me, we learned a lot about our culture and
our history from being around other black
people.

Here is my evaluation of that time of my
young life: neither parents, white or black,
were good parents. The black parents were
not concerned about our well-being—it
was more about them getting paid—but
we learned a lot. The white parents were
truly ashamed to bring black kids around
family and friends, so we learned nothing,
but they were very nice people and treated
us well when others were not around.
In closing I’ll say this: if you and your
spouse or you as a single parent are ready
to have a child by adoption transracially,
it comes down to love. If you love and
care for that child as your own, because—
whether you realize it or not, in that moment when you adopt that child— regardless of race, he or she is now your family.
You are in it together and you both are on a
journey and will grow together, as a family.
Everything else will fall into place if you are
patient. We are all bound together by living
cords, no man or woman unto themselves.
Become great parents and teach the youth.

6th Annual Big Idea Competition: Chica Chocolate Takes Home $25,000
Continued from the front page
to be part of the cultural shift that is taking
place within Innovation at Colorado College. Last year we were the first women-led
team to place, and this year we were among
a women-led majority. It actually makes me
giddy. Plus, Momentics and the team behind
it are just so cool!”
Second place was awarded to Raw Sauce.
This group created a delicious hot sauce from
fermented foods. They place an emphasis on
supporting small farmers as well as trying to
break away from the type of industrial agri-

culture that can be harmful to the environment.
Third place was awarded to Momentics, another female-led team. This team specialized
in creating foundational tools for young girls
and boys to create their own Rube-Goldberg
machines. With their win, this year’s Big Idea
was the first time that the majority of winning
teams were female.
One of the first-year-led teams featured
Lauren Weiss ’21. Before college, Weiss had
developed an app that would tell the user
their life expectancy. In the competition, she
partnered up with a senior to perfect her app
and begin making revenue from it. “I was re-

ally excited and motivated to do my best,” she
said. “I think the competition is a great way
for anyone interested in entrepreneurship to
develop skills and learn the basics of forming a startup. I want to keep honing entrepreneurial skills and explore more about where
my idea can go from here.”
The audience got actively involved at the
competition. With a cheering competition at
the end and a dance and bluegrass ensemble
performance during the judges’ deliberation, the entertainment was continuous. “I
think that all of the projects did a good job of
encapsulating innovative ideas within products,” commented Tyler Sym ’19, a member

of the competition audience. “Each project
seemed like a medium for the inventor to
accomplish larger goals relating to ideas like
sustainability, gender equality, and education. The best projects were the ones that
could do that effectively while still making
their product desirable for a target consumer
base.”
With the success that past winning companies have post-competition, such as last
year’s winner FlyPhone, this years’ winners
Chica Chocolate, Raw Sauce, and Momentics have incredible potential and are certain
to add to an excellent alumni network in the
future.

Photos Courtesy of
Colorado College

Photo By Daniel Sarché

Sports

February 23, 2018

7
The Catalyst

CC Moves up the Ladder at Swim and Dive Conference
By Claire Tobin
The Colorado College swim and dive team Cooper agreed, adding, “We had some really
made quite the splash (or lack thereof in the good swims from the underclassmen, which
case of the divers) at their conference meet was awesome to see.”
Emily Erikson’s 100 meter breaststroke
in Lewisville, Texas, over Block Break. On
the second day, senior Justina Zuckerman was an outstanding performance, where
pushed the team into second with a pair she finished third overall, and several other
members of the team
of second-place
placed in the event as
finishes, which is
well.
where the Tigers
Cooper competed
stayed for the remainder of the
“We pushed through the in her last conference
meet by racing the
meet. According to
whole meet. It's hard, it's 200 IM the first day,
diver Riley Wadehra, the team greatly
long, you're tired, but we the 100 meter backand the 400 IM
improved from last
definitely worked as hard as stroke
the second day, and
year, scoring much
closer to rival team we could until the very end.” the 200 meter backstroke on the final
Trinity University.
day of competition.
Wadehra comBeing a Texas native,
peted on Friday
and Saturday, taking second place in the Cooper previously swam in the Lewisville
three-meter dive. Wadehra, who didn’t start pool in high school, and was surprised that
diving until college and just recently added one of her best friends from her high school
the three-meter to her event list, is finally swim team came to cheer her on in her last
conference meet.
feeling like she’s “really coming into it.”
The conference meet seriously tests athConference puts immense pressure on the
divers: they have 11 dives judged by a panel letic endurance. It lasts from Wednesday
of five. “I’m proud of all the freshmen; it’s through Saturday, with seven sessions in
not easy, and they performed so well,” Wa- total. According to both Wadehra and Coodehra said, adding that she was impressed per, the Tigers maintained their energy for
because everyone on the team performed at the full four days. Cooper’s strategy to maintheir highest level. Senior swimmer Hannah tain a high energy level and dispel pre-race

nerves is to blast music and power pose.
Wadehra takes a subtler approach by doing
breathing exercises. “We pushed through the
whole meet,” Wadehra said. “It’s hard, it’s
long, you’re tired, but we definitely worked
as hard as we could until the very end.”
The Tigers are excited to bring their energy
to regionals, which are coming up at the end
of second week during the block. Congratulations, Tigers! Keep up the good work.

Conversations by Candlelight:
Reflecting on Several Types of
Heroes
By Sam Mathai
Every week,
senior Sam Mathai
sits down with a new
member of the CC community,
bringing a student
athlete’s perspective to
the table.
Age is a funny thing. It seems there is
neither an age limit nor age minimum for
amazing these days. The youngest Olympic
athlete at the games this year is 15, while
the oldest is 51. I’m pretty sure I was still
awkwardly chubby from my youth, eating
Girl Scout cookies, and pretending to know
how to do any sort of physical activity at 15.
I hope that when I am 51, I will be doing
the same.
Fifteen is an extremely young age to
be fronting the Olympic hopes of a nation, even if you are a phenomenon. The
sophomoric 15-year-old me would not be
able to handle the fanfare, the cameras, or
the knowledge that back home there were
hundreds of people judging me while eating Doritos on the couch. I needed more
time to learn that people are the worst. At
51, I hope to give exactly zero damns about
what people think of me.
But this is true throughout a lot of the
sports world. People compete and peak at
astounding ages when compared to their
counterparts. For example, the average age
in the NFL is 26.6, putting the average NFL
player somewhere in the second year of an
average medical student’s education.
That is only four years out of Colorado
College! I know people years out of college
who haven’t landed a job, much less peaking in a career that pays millions.
Students face the same situation, feeling
a hilarious amount of pressure at young
ages. The recruiting cycle has front-loaded beyond reasonable imagination. The
youngest commit in the women’s lacrosse

world was in sixth grade. I know for a fact
that I had yet to shed my baby fat in sixth
grade.
There are kids no older than a CC student
who become heroes through sports; immortalized. Of course, Izzy Atkin ’21 is a
wonderful example, being that she is both
an Olympic medalist and a first-year CC
student. It really makes you think.
I’m not writing a self-help column, but
if I were, here’s where I would say: age
shouldn’t be a crutch to lean on to avoid
achieving something awesome. But like
I said, I’m not here to motivate you—I’m
here to remind you that, instead, it is also
okay to eat your Fruity Pebbles and judge
when an Olympian fails at something we
are nowhere near performing.
I don’t write self-help, and I don’t write
politics, though some days I wish I did so I
could discuss something with a little more
weight than sports. The extraordinary
things that people can accomplish at a
young age are worth celebrating. But while
a 15-year-old was competing in South Korea, another died in a school shooting in
Florida.
Sports can make heroes out of teenagers, but that all pales in comparison to the
heroism of Peter Wang, who died holding
open a door to allow others to escape during this event. He died alongside 16 other
people, with their ages in almost the same
range as Olympians, though most were
younger than even the youngest athlete
this year. Heroes were revealed that day.
Stories were cut short that day. People who
could have gone on to achieve great things
at 16, 20, or in their twilight years will never
have the chance to do so. I suppose age is
just funny that way, and twisted, and unrelenting, and cold that way. The number of
years you have been on the earth does not
determine the limits of your ambition, but
it also cannot keep you from the depths of
the world’s cruelty.

Photos Courtesy of Hannah Varner
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Basketball Teams Close out Season, Look Ahead to
Conference Championships
By Michael Gorman
Colorado College men’s and women’s guys, and each and every one of those conbasketball teams finished off great seasons tributions was extremely valuable in coming
this past weekend, with both teams secur- away with the win.” Senior guard Eric Housing wins against the University of Dallas in ka also continued his scoring ways, with 23
their final weekend of play. The men won, points on 10-for-20 shooting. He dished out
89–80, righting the ship after a loss the week five assists and swiped two steals, only combefore to the 8–6 Trinity University, bring- mitting two turnovers. As the leading scorer
ing them to 7–7 for the season. The women for the Tigers, Houska just won’t stop; he’s
won 63–57 against Dallas, in the same boat put up impressive scoring performances on
as the men, improving to 68 after a loss to almost every other member of the conference.
the 13–1 Trinity University.
Going into their game against Trinity,
Both teams look ahead to hosting the
Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference Martin believes there are a few key aspects
championships this weekend, as the men of play that the team is looking to succeed
seek revenge against Trinity at noon today, in. “We will really continue focusing on
and the women play Centenary College of our defensive energy and overall offensive
Louisiana (5–9) at 5 p.m. If the men win, discipline and execution, as well as how
they will face Schreiner University (10–4) at to adjust if we encounter something new,”
Martin said.
noon on Saturday.
“This past weekPending a win,
end’s game was
the women get a
big for us in the
rematch against
that we were
Trinity at 5 p.m.
“This past weekend’s game sense
able to keep our
on Saturday. The
was big for us in the sense momentum movchampionship
games will be on that we were able to keep our ing forward and
continue with that
Sunday at noon
and 2 p.m., respec- momentum moving foreward winning mindset.”
tively. The men’s and continue with that win- The women’s game
against the Crusadgame against the
ning mindset.”
ers went similarly,
Dallas Crusaders
with junior guard
saw an incredibly
Casey Torbet leadefficient
performance from forward sophomore CooXooEii ing the team and playing all 40 minutes.
Black, who scored 29 points on 12-for-14 She scored a team-high of 20 points on
shooting and grabbed 12 rebounds, four 7-for-14 shooting, and was on fire from
of them offensive. He added two blocks, downtown, striking on three of her five atand only had one turnover. This represents tempts.
Sophomore guard Nia Duplain also
continued improvement for Black, who has
been one of the Tigers’ most consistent played well on Saturday, stuffing the stat
sheet with 10 points, eight rebounds, five
players over the last several weeks.
Senior forward Chris Martin had high assists, two blocks, and a steal in 38 minpraise for how his Tigers played on Satur- utes of action.
Both players have kept up strong play
day. “We played well defensively overall,
with minimal lapse, and then executed on throughout the season, and are big reaoffense by sticking with what worked,” Mar- sons why the Tigers are the fourth seed in
tin said. “We had contributions from a lot of the SCAC. Torbet felt strongly about the

Photo Courtesy of CC Tigrs

Tigers’ performance on Saturday. “We bat- to be thankful for. Being at altitude is altled the whole game and never gave up,” ways a plus, and there’s nothing quite like
Torbet said. “We shared the ball really well a good home game. The fact that we get
and utilized our transition game. We just to play at home is a huge motivator for us
played together for all 40 minutes, which in the sense that we want to protect our
home floor.”
gave us great sucTorbet
shares
cess.” Torbet went
this sentiment. “It
on to describe
what it’s going to
“Having the opportunity to is huge for us to
be able to host the
take the Tigers to
and
make a deep run host confrence doesn’t happen tournament
into this year’s often at all...Being at altitude have the home
advantage to
tournament. “Afis always a plus, and there’s court
do as well as we can
ter playing all
these teams twice,
nothing quite like a good this weekend,” Torbet said. “It’s even
we are definitely
home game.”
better that we made
looking to run in
the
tournament
transition more,
outright, which the
as well as locking
down the other team’s top players, just women’s basketball team hasn’t done for a
while. Making the tournament was a huge
playing our game,” she said.
Martin believes it’s a big moment for goal and accomplishment for us. This rethe program to be able to play host at this ally shows the growth of the program over
year’s championships. “This is something the past couple years.”
Tipoff for our men’s team is at noon
[we have] always looked forward to,” Martin said. “Having the opportunity to host in Reid Arena. Come out and be loud
conference doesn’t happen often at all, to cheer on CC at this year’s basketball
and the opportunity we have is something championships!

A Letter From the Editor
By Samantha Gilbert
Dear Readers,
“Nah, just bury me in the ocean with my ancestors that jumped from the ships. Because
they knew death was better than bondage,”
Killmonger (played by Michael B. Jordan)
states just before taking his final breath at the
end of Black Panther.
Rotten Tomatoes recently dubbed Black Panther, directed by Ryan Coogler, “the best movie
of all time.” This film has a powerful message
about black empowerment for the world to
hear. Similarly, so does NBA All-Star LeBron
James.
This past Sunday, the NBA All-Star Game,
featuring Team LeBron and Team Stephen
(Curry), went down as one of the league’s most
important games, not because of what happened on the court, but because of what was
said in interviews off the court.
Several days before the game, Fox News host
Laura Ingraham told James to “shut up and
dribble” after James made a comment about
Donald Trump not caring about people. What
was intended to be a diss to James resulted in
bringing even more attention to his political
platform. “The best thing she did was help me
create more awareness,” James said in an interview before the game, never once mentioning
Ingraham by name.
While James gets paid millions a year for his
athletic abilities, that’s not all he brings to the
table in this discussion, and for good reason.
As the father of three young children, James
feels obliged to protect the younger generation,
speaking out on racial injustice, police brutality, and how this country is (very poorly) run.
“The hardest thing in the world for me personally is raising two African-American boys and
an African-American daughter in today’s so-

ciety,” James said. “I do this because it’s bigger
than me personally.”
While the NFL’s TV rating went down 9.7
percent in 2017 (possibly related to Colin Kaepernick bravely taking a knee to protest racial
injustice in 2016), the NBA saw an increase in
television viewership and broke their attendance records for the third season in a row,
according to Jerry Bembry, a senior writer at
The Undefeated. The NBA players’ interests in
speaking their truth and bringing attention to
social injustices is clearly not scaring fans away.
LeBron James has 40 million Twitter followers,

and his fan base is only growing. The Laura Ingraham controversy brought even more attention to the fight for black empowerment. For an
in-depth look at the issue, read more about it
at http://theundefeated.com/features/lebronjames-to-take-floor-for-nba-all-star-game-asthe-most-powerful-voice-in-his-profession/.
As for Black Panther, this movie will go down
in history as one of the most important films of
all time. As someone who doesn’t even like superhero movies, I was blown away by this film
and will definitely be heading back to the theater for a second viewing.

The world is shifting, and people like LeBron James and director Ryan Coogler are at the
forefront of this movement, fearlessly and relentlessly speaking up for generations of voices
that have not been heard.
Do yourself a favor and go see Black Panther
this weekend, and show your support for athletes like LeBron James, who aren’t afraid to
speak their truth, even if you’re not a fan of the
NBA or the Cleveland Cavaliers.
Sincerely,
Samantha Gilbert

Photos Courtesy of LA Times
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Are Huts the Future of Sustainable Recreation?
By Aidan Franko
A welcoming staff, home-cooked meals, and
warm, comfortable beds are all fundamental
parts of the image that many Americans have
of the huts that are used during short escapes
to the mountains to ski, hike, and bike. But
huts are more than just a luxurious way for
the wealthy to enjoy nature in comfort. Hut
systems are prevalent around the world in
varied forms, as they cater to a diverse array of
people and provide benefits in both recreation
and conservation.
Nestled in the backcountry, away from the
pervading noise of civilization, European huts
come full of amenities, bringing a sense of
relaxation after long days spent outside. These
exclusive hideaways are sometimes linked with
other huts to make travel through the open
land more accessible. Yet, often European
huts are stand-alone sites for guests to use as a
home base for day trips. The hundreds of huts
spread across the European continent range in
price from $30 a night to the truly lavish that
rise into the hundreds per night.
However, there is a stark contrast between
these huts, the hut systems that crisscross
New Zealand, and those that are emerging in
Australia. Most of the huts in New Zealand
were initially built as part of an expansive
sheep industry, and later more were added as
recreation grew popular; as a result, the New

Zealand hut system is less extravagant and
has a notably rustic feel. Intended to “provide
access to large tracts of remote land for people
to explore,” the New Zealand Department of
Conservation utilizes huts to expand recreation
while keeping conservation a top priority.
Trekkers must book from more than 950
huts spread across the small country ahead of
time, acknowledging that the shelters come
with few amenities besides wooden bunks
and composting toilets. At $10 to $30 per
night, these huts are an inexpensive way to
encourage recreation while keeping natural
areas from being trampled by the streams of
tourists looking to experience New Zealand’s
natural beauty in increasing numbers.
In the U.S., about 15 small systems of huts
dot the country, with more being constructed.
These vary between those based on the
European model and those that take the more
rustic approach that New Zealand embraces.
On the East Coast and in parts of Colorado,
the amenity-based style of huts is popular and
often focuses more on backcountry-skiing day
trips than connecting hiking or biking trails. Ski
and mountain clubs often formed these huts,
and they tend towards the more expensive side.
Less common in the U.S. are the more rustic
huts, which connect large sections of trail in
order to foster the completion of longer treks.

These huts are generally much less expensive,
with even a small number of free huts existing
in the Pacific Northwest.
Each of the two major types of hut systems
has its own set of pros and cons, and each
serves different populations and activities.
The amenity-based huts aim to bring ease
and comfort to outdoor experiences, but due
to the high fees, can be quite exclusive. The
more rustic huts, because of their affordability,
are often more accessible to a wider portion
of the population. The hut types also differ in
the types of activities that they accommodate.
Amenity-based huts typically center on skiing,
while the more modest huts are mostly for those
completing hiking and biking trips. Both types
of huts offer an opportunity for lightweight
travel and give those without access to outdoor
gear a chance to participate in recreation.
As an enormous country with ample natural
landscapes to explore, the U.S. has an intriguing
way to promote sustainable recreation through
hut systems. Recently there has been an
upsurge in amenity-based huts owned by
private organizations to promote skiing, but
more modest huts still have a chance to gain
popularity in the U.S. They provide a unique
opportunity: with their simplistic design, they
may build up ecotourism and attract new
groups of people to participate in outdoor

recreation. This increased outdoor recreation
would bring both economic and conservation
benefits. States with well-maintained hut
systems would certainly attract higher numbers
of tourists, and the building and care of the huts
would create a number of both short- and longterm jobs. Huts also have low environmental
impact in comparison to camping, as wild
plants and animals are less likely to be harmed,
and all trash and other human impacts are
concentrated in one area that is subject to
continual inspection by rangers.
Whether private organizations, the state
government, or the federal government
implement these hut systems, cooperation will
be a necessary component for their successful
establishment in the U.S. In terms of the
placement and building of the huts, the care
of the land, and the monitoring of visitors,
communication between the land managers
and hut systems are also crucial.
In the United States, hut systems are a mostly
unknown phenomenon, but their emergence
in the country and clear success in other
nations around the world show the possibility
for the creation of more hut systems. These
systems could make the world of recreation
and tourism both more accessible and more
sustainable.
A Block 5 hut trip through the San Juan
Mountain Range.

Photos courtesy of Jeremy Becker

Curling: A Technical and Traditional Olympic Sport, Albeit Unknown
By Griffin Mansi
Sports that few consider mainstream make up
the Olympics. Whether it’s during the Summer
Games or Winter Games, there are always a
handful of sports that leave spectators asking
themselves, “How in the world does someone
get into this sport? Where did it originate?”
Curling exemplifies this type of sport—a
sport that hardly anyone has seen or can
comprehend. At first glance, curling seems like
a cruise ship shuffleboard tournament on ice.
In fact, the game is much more complicated.
It is akin to bocce, a ball game that originated
in Europe. Despite this connection, however,
curling is actually the second most popular
winter sport in Canada.
So how does one exactly play curling? The
main premise of the game is that two opposing
teams slide heavy granite stones, called rocks,
down an ice sheet. Players wear special shoes
that have a sole for sliding and a sole for

Curling originated in Scotland and has a
pushing. Teams of four take turns throwing
their eight rocks. Each player throws two rocks. code of ethics, similar to that of golf, associated
with it. This code is often
The other team members
called “The Spirit of
sweep the ice in front of
Curling.” Players are
the rock to direct its path.
expected to congratulate
This sweeping clears
Curling originated in
their opponents on good
debris from the ice, melts
Likewise, it is
the ice (reducing friction),
Scotland and has a code shots.
unacceptable for players
and causes the rock to
travel in a straighter line.
of ethics, similar to that of to celebrate their own
good shots or games won.
The team with the
closest rock to the bullseye golf, associated with it. This There are no referees,
players are expected
(house) gets a point. If the
code is often called “The and
to call their own fowls.
team has the two closest
It is also commonplace
rocks, they get two points.
Spirit of Curling.”
for teams to concede
This scoring works for the
the match when they no
three closest rocks and
longer feel that they can
so on. Teams can also
win.
act defensively, knocking
Curling has multiple game formats. The
opponents’ rocks out of the house.

classic style is teams of four. These teams
consist of either all men or all women.
However, some events can be “mixed” with
teams that consist of two men and two women.
In this year’s Olympics, there is the first ever
Olympic-level games of mixed doubles with
teams of one man and one woman.
Curling has been an Olympic sport since the
1998 Games in Nagano, Japan. Since it became
an Olympic sport, Canada has dominated; the
men’s team has won three golds and two
silvers, while the women’s team has won two
golds, one silver, and two bronze medals.
Perhaps if the U.S. team becomes more
prominent in the sport over the next few
winter Olympics, fewer Americans will be
scratching their heads at the event. Regardless,
curling is an entertaining sport with a strategy
and history all its own, making it worth the
watch.
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CC Nordic Team Provides Opportunity and
Accessibility to Students
By Benjamin Swift
As the U.S. Nordic ski team continues
competitions on the international stage in
Pyeongchang, South Korea, Nordic skiing—
like figure skating, luge, and ski jumping—may
seem to be an elite, inaccessible sport reserved
for the enjoyment of Olympic-level athletes.
While the Nordic community and the terms
and techniques associated with it may seem
esoteric on the surface, in reality the sport
embodies versatility and accessibility, with a
largely welcoming community from diverse
backgrounds.
The Colorado College Nordic ski team
exemplifies this welcoming atmosphere. In
contrast to Division I varsity ski teams that
prioritize details such as waxing practices,
proper techniques, and a high level of physical

training, the CC Nordic club prioritizes
accessibility for skiers of all levels. Due in
part to the low average of snow levels in the
Colorado Springs area, Nordic training consists
primarily of dryland training with races in the
United States Collegiate Ski and Snowboard
Association conference throughout Colorado
and Wyoming. In order to fulfill its mission
of inclusivity, the team has purchased ski
equipment through crowdfunding, making the
sport available regardless of ability to purchase
expensive personal equipment.
A typical race weekend for the Colorado
College team includes one race of each
technique, skate and classic, with distances
ranging from five to 21 kilometers. Athletes
compete against other USCSA Division II

schools in the conference, which include
Western State Colorado University, the
University of Wyoming, Colorado Mesa
University, and the Air Force Academy, as well
as various Division I schools in some races. So
far this year, five CC athletes have qualified
for the USCSA National Championships in
Lake Placid, N.Y., with the potential for more
athletes to qualify at the upcoming races this
weekend in Laramie, Wyo. Last year, five
athletes qualified as well, though all chose
to decline the opportunity due to academic
commitments.
As CC Nordic enjoys these exciting successes,
the U.S. Olympic team is also experiencing
unprecedented results. The U.S. women's
team won their first ever gold medal, the first

medal either U.S. men's or women's team has
been awarded in over 40 years. Jessie Diggins,
racing in her second Olympics, finished fifth
in both the 15 kilometer skiathlon and 10
kilometer freestyle races, with teammates
Sadie Bjornsen and Kikkan Randall close
behind in the 10 kilometer event.
While the Olympic-level Nordic competitions
that most of us witness on television may
seem intimidating, the CC Nordic team
is successfully bridging the gap between
accessibility for all levels and successful
competition. In contrast to other Olympic
events that do not have their counterpart in
recreational and semi-competitive levels, the
CC Nordic club exemplifies the versatility of
the sport of Nordic skiing.
Photo By Kochi Nakajima

Photo Courtesy of Ines Siepmann

Friends and Faces of Barr Camp: The Trek of the Tourists
By Emily Ng
A fire crackles in the gas stove hearth as a
woman dusts off the inch of snow packed on
her suede UGG boots from a seven-mile climb
up Barr Trail. Between her camouflage Under
Armour hoodie and her circus animal cracker
hiking snack, two things are evident: one, she
is completely out of her element, and, two, she
didn’t realize what she was getting herself into
by climbing up Pikes Peak.
It is not unusual for tourists to venture up
the peak without proper gear. In fact, during
the winter these hikers tend to draw more
attention than usual—perhaps their neon
Victoria’s Secret backpacks with speakers
bumping twangy Tim McGraw songs are a
dead giveaway in the surrounding serene,
snow-blanketed national forest.
This woman is accompanied by a man who
is wearing shorts and a t-shirt in 20-degree
weather and isn’t shy to admit that he is also,
quite obviously, from out of town. The two
tourists indulge in Barr Camp commissary
purchases. Charging $3 for a can of soda and $1
for a cup of coffee, the Barr Camp commissary
feeds off the donations of desperate out-oftowners who didn’t think to bring things like
water, energy bars, first aid kits, or other hiking
necessities. A significant source of revenue for
the camp, naïve tourists willingly blow money
on $3 Gatorades and are just one of the different
hiking archetypes one sees daily on the Barr.
Zach Miller, a formerly profiled member of
the Barr Camp team, fills their requests with a
friendly face.

Miller is accustomed to experiences with didn’t realize that they would be expected to
underprepared and overwhelmed tourists. hike down the same number of miles as they
As the groundskeepers at Barr Camp work hiked up, interrupted Miller to ask how much
it would cost them
in coordination
to get emergency
with Search and
Search
and
Rescue,
Miller
Rescue aid off the
and his co-hosts
mountain. The two
frequently receive
then proceeded to
calls to help lost
deliberate whether
tourists.
Miller
a $500 emergency
noted that there
Cog Rail Train
is a distinctive
is worth sparing
trend
amongst
them the two hours
the tourists he
of discomfort on
rescues
during
the way down
the winter: “[It’s
the trail. Spring
usually] in the
Breakers, according
dark. The winter
to Miller, tend to
ones tend to be
need the most
in the dark,” he
emergency Search
said. While Miller
and Rescue of all
reflected
that
the tourist groups.
there are fewer
“It’s
the
most
hours of the day,
dangerous time of
he added that
the year,” Miller
tourists in the
said. Furthermore,
winter tend to
Miller commented
hold off on calling
that many college
for help until
students attempt
they are in actual
The Barr Camp commissary. Photo By Emily Ng Barr Trail during
trouble.
this time, thinking
The man and the
woman in the corner of the cabin, sipping $6 it’s a relatively easy backpacking experience
worth of Diet Coke and discussing how they with little gear during Colorado's somewhat

temperamental spring.
Spring Break season tends to be the busiest
time for the Search and Rescue teams, as
well as the groundskeepers, as a result. Miller
laughed at the surprising circumstances in
which he has found some spring breakers. “We
had some spring breakers last year who tried to
hike down from the summit, and they got off
course and ended up way out over below the
Elk Park Trail, which was pretty remarkable,”
Miller said. Considering this trailhead is
located on the opposite side of the Pike
National Forest near Devil’s Playground, these
spring breakers’ trek was a significant detour
from a clearly marked trail—the only trail that
continues at a steep incline up the mountain.
Miller further recalled that the spring breakers’
call came in around 11 p.m., adding to his
point that the winter calls tend to be at night.
Trembling under the icicled cabin roof, the
UGG-booted woman and the underdressed
man settled on hiking back down the trail as
quickly as possible. They thanked Miller for
his hospitality and collected their belongings
to leave the gas stove hearth, which they had
grown to call sanctuary.
As these travelers gallivanted off down
the trail, slipping and sliding, two more
things became certain. First, as "Parks and
Recreation" character Ron Swanson says,
“Nature is amazing.” Second, as amazing
as nature is, perhaps there should be more
warnings for tourists, so they aren’t found
shaking and petrified in the dark.
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The DJs of the Loomis Lounge
The Sounds of Colorado College, fondly referred to as the
SoCC, is probably best known for their involvement with
Battle of the Bands, the annual spring event in which student
bands battle it out for a coveted performance spot in the Llamapalooza music festival. The mission of the SoCC, however,
according to General Manager Kyra Bergsund '18, is to “facilitate positive musical experiences,” and their involvement
with the local music scene goes much further than many students on campus realize.
While the SoCC started 10 years ago as a student radio group
in collaboration with KRCC, the local radio station on campus, they’ve become an independent student group run by
several students in yearlong positions, an enthusiastic group
of volunteer student DJs, and blog contributors. Currently,
the SoCC is taking a “three-pronged approach” to stimulating
the campus music scene. They organize and sponsor campus
events that feature musical artists ranging from CC students
to nationally known personalities; they are currently working
on setting up an equipment share/rental for student bands
and individuals, and, according to Bergsund, they are “very
open to publishing any sort of musical content.”

By Heather Rolph

While student contributors often publish everything from
concert reviews to musical playlists—and accept “any sort of
soundscape that can be displayed on the internet,” said the
Online Content Manager, Paulina Ukrainets '19—the most
frequent publications take the form of daily radio shows,
accessible under the “Listen Now” tab of thesocc.org. Run
by dedicated student DJs, these shows are relatively freeform
and—while most strive to create the best playlists possible—
can stream everything from sports talk to poetry recitations.
In a small, partially soundproofed room near the entrance
to Loomis Hall, cozily crowded with shelves of records,
a well-used couch, musical posters, and broadcasting
equipment, David Andrews '18, known as DJ Gentle Beats on
the air, nears the end of his weekly Monday 5–6 p.m. radio
show “PB & Jams” when he receives a text from his mother
that she’s getting “bad, scratchy noises” from the livestream.
A minute later, Andrews is on air apologizing to his listeners
for “technical difficulties” and promising to fiddle around
and fix things.
“When stuff like this happens, I just have no idea what to
do,” Andrews said. DJs receive some basic training on how
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to operate the soundboard, computer, and microphone before their first show, but even with this training, there’s often
nothing they can do when the sound quality suddenly goes
bad. The common approach seems to consist of unplugging
the brightly colored cords, staring at them, and then shrugging fatalistically before re-plugging everything. In Andrews’
case, it miraculously worked, and he was soon back on air;
not every DJ is as fortunate.
In her three years broadcasting, Izzy Nathanson ’18, whose
show “Bump n’ Groove/Beats Workin’” is broadcast from 8–9
p.m. on Mondays, estimates that almost 40 percent of her
previous shows experienced technical difficulties or weren’t
able to play at all. And equipment malfunctions aren’t the
only hardship the Loomis DJs face; Nathanson admitted
the “CC listening base is embarrassingly low,” with listeners generally in the “pretty single digits, basically,” Andrews
added laughing. Most of those listeners aren’t even from CC;
instead, they’re relatives or friends at other schools. Hannah
Bollen ’19, who deejays “Hoppy, Crisp & Fizzy” at 7 p.m. on
Mondays, said, “Let’s say I have two listeners, often . . . half of
that will be my dad.”
Still, despite frequent equipment malfunctions, loud piano
chords echoing from the Loomis lounge, and the low number
of people tuning in, these DJs keep coming back to the studio
and putting their music out there.
“It’s made me a lot more confident in my music tastes,” Nathanson said. “I think people are really weird about sharing
what music they listen to, and doing this, even if it’s for like
four people, has made me realize how fun it is to share music
with others, and then made me share it in other contexts, too,
which is amazing and so fun.”
Other DJs seem to agree. They’re glad the CC radio program
is more relaxed than at other schools, allowing them to sign
up for good time slots and put out whatever they want. While
some DJs are thinking about a future side career or hobby
in broadcasting music for radio stations, others just do it for
themselves. Most seem to be excited about new opportunities the radio program is developing, however. DJs have recently started recording their shows, enabling them to send
old shows to relatives and to upload their playlists to SoundCloud. There’s also the possibility that these recorded shows
could be streamed at Benji’s during serving hours.
CC has a “very, very good music culture,” Andrews said. “I
think the SoCC really does a good job centralizing it, bringing
together all these people that really enjoy music . . . I think
college is a great time for music in general, honestly.”
For the music lovers out there looking to broaden their musical tastes and get the full musical college experience, check
out thesocc.org, click on the “Listen Now” tab, and jam along
to some student-curated beats. In the words of African funk
artist Rob Raindorf, recently showcased on Andrews’ broadcast: “Boogie On!”

Little Tommy Shanker Comes to Town
By Charlotte Schwebel
On Feb. 7, Professor Dave Hendrickson walked into the
Introduction to International Relations class with a hop in
his step and a giddy smile on his face. “Little Tommy Shanker
is here,” he declared. There was a mischievous twinkle in his
eye as he welcomed Mr. Thom Shanker into the room and sat
him down at the front of the class. “Let’s talk about Russia.
Do you really think Russia swung the election? The Times
certainly seems to think so, but seriously?” Shanker shifted
in his seat before looking up with a wry smile. “We’ll get to
that in a bit—hang in there David.” Hendrickson laughed and
let him begin. The day was split into three sections: a class, a
speech, and a dinner at Hendrickson’s home.
Thom Shanker '78 is a New York Times editor with a calm
disposition, a sharp wit, and remarkable humility. “I’m not
smart,” he said in the beginning of the class. “I just worked
hard and had access.” Though undoubtedly true that Shanker
is a hard worker—he rarely works fewer than 12 hours a
day—his achievements speak to his talent and luck as well.
He is also quick to credit Colorado College for much of his
success. Though his siblings graduated from Harvard, Yale,
and Stanford, his father likes to say that “he was the only one
who got a good education.”
He helped contribute to the education of students in our
class with some insight on the Trump administration and active commentary with the professor. They had great chemistry, often moving the class to laughter with stories and
side-notes. Though Shanker tried to keep the commentary
impartial, there were many loose moments of playful delight. At one point he caricatured President Trump himself
while discussing the latter's affinity for generals in cabinet
positions, scrunching up his face and trying on an accent.
Though, for the record, the New York Times is not politically
aligned and “not pro-anyone but an educated population.”
Shanker wrote for The Catalyst as a student and found jour-

nalism appealing. After completing a major in political science, he moved back to his home state, Oklahoma, to work at
the local paper. Without the wonders of the worldwide web,
moving back and starting small seemed like the right thing to
do. He doesn’t regret the decision at all. “I learned a lot working out of a local paper,” he said. “If you want to be a journalist, write. That’s what I did there.”
Writing for the Daily Oklahoman gave Shanker experience,
taught him the ropes, and built his portfolio, but he didn’t
stay small for long. While working towards a Master of Arts
and Diplomacy at Tufts University, Shanker got a job offer he
couldn’t refuse: he moved to Illinois to work for the Chicago
Tribune, where he covered Harold Washington, the first African-American mayor of Chicago. From there, he developed
a knack for stumbling into the right place at the right time.
He was sent to the Kremlin during the Gorbachev years, witnessed the fall of the Soviet Union, wrote on the Serbian War
as it broke out, and was hired by the New York Times to cover
the Pentagon again just before 9/11. Since then, he has spent
three months per year in Afghanistan and Iraq covering the
wars there beginning in the early 2000s. He claims the Block
Plan was the perfect preparation for 30 years in and out of
war-zones; intense focus on one subject is what journalists
do.
In his formal talk, Shanker covered the inner-workings of
the Kremlin and the White House, two buildings that have
often been discussed together in the past year. The Trump
presidency and Russian intervention thus were on the
docket. Hendrickson was ready. “There is an organized plot
underway to use cyber-warfare against our country,” he said
as he began to shift in his chair. “The sanctity of U.S. elections
are now suspect.” Hendrickson stood up and walked to the
side of the stage. “We need to keep talking about Russia,”
Shanker continued. Hendrickson ascended to the pulpit

Photo by Charlotte Schwebel
and addressed Shanker, who stepped slightly out of the way
with a look that was both quizzical and amused. “Can I say
something? Is this okay? You can’t honestly believe that,”
Hendrickson interjected. The audience settled in for a lively
debate that was well worth the interruption.
Just an hour later, we were all seated in Hendrickson’s wife’s
office. Plates of Thai food sat in front of each person, and the
air buzzed with conversation. Shanker was as interested in us
as we were in him, so questions and answers zipped across
the room. Hendrickson was in his natural element, skipping
from group to group to check in and contribute his thoughts
on each and every topic. The house was cozy; the food was
good; and I couldn’t help but wonder at the beauty of the
night. I smiled, biked back to the dorm, and slept soundly
with the knowledge that this wouldn’t be the last time I had
a day like this. As Shanker said before I walked out the door,
“only at CC.”
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On Monday evening, despite the snow and cold
weather, the Cornerstone Main Space was filled with
excitement. The cause for celebration? Carnaval.
Several dozen Colorado College students, community members, and special guests gathered to play
music, dance, and enjoy dinner in honor of the Brazilian Carnaval.
“Carnaval marks the start of Lent, embracing the
excessive consumption of much of what is prescribed
during the Christian period of abstinence that follows,” Mitra Ghaffari ’17 said. “At its core, Carnaval
is a reversal ritual, in which social roles are inverted
and hegemonic norms are challenged. The masks and
costumes employed during the festivities empower a
liberated identity and sense of social unity.”
The event featured a percussion workshop led by
Vincent Gonzalez, and a samba-dancing workshop
and performance with Kebrina Josefina De Jesus, followed by dinner and more celebration. The percussion workshop was an interactive performance where
many participants learned how to play rhythms on
several types of drums and other percussion instruments.
“The workshop gave people a taste of what these
instruments do and what they sound like,” Gonzalez
said.
De Jesus led an enthusiastic workshop to teach audience members two types of samba dancing. She is
Puerto Rican by birth but originally from New York.
She now runs Samba Colorado, a dance company
based in Denver/Boulder. She and some of the other
Samba Colorado dancers just returned from spending
two months in Brazil, where they learned more about
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"The Party Never
Stops" with Brazilian
Carnaval
By Arielle Gordon

Photo by Nick Penzel
Brazilian Samba. De Jesus also teaches introductory
samba classes to CC students.
“I liked having people come in to teach us about cultures from other countries,” Anusha Khanal ‘21 said.
Following the dancing, food was served, and the
celebration continued for an additional two hours as
students and community members took some time to

Adam's Mountain Café:
A Home Away From Home

By Becca Stine

Photos by Daniel Sarché
Wooden tables that sit underneath matching ceiling
frames on a freshly waxed wooden floor, surrounded by
scenic paintings by Rocky, a local Manitou Springs artist cause Adam's Mountain Café to resemble a quaint
winter cabin. This café does not resemble just any unfamiliar winter cabin though; rather, it resembles the
type of winter cabin that you visit annually and spend
all day in the kitchen baking cornbread and cookies
with the family. The casual, comfortable vibe of Adam's
Mountain Café complements the fluidity of the service
and the simple luxury of each item on the menu.
Greg Adams was the first owner of the restaurant,
hence the name. Mr. Adams and his wife opened the
restaurant together in 1985 but only owned it for about
a year and a half. Farley K. McDonough began waiting tables at the restaurant in 1991, during its second
ownership, and 10 years later, she became the third and
current owner of Adam's Mountain Café.
The restaurant has been exceeding expectations since
its opening. Initially, Adam's Mountain was opened
with the intention of being one of the only vegetarian
restaurants in El Paso County, "which was completely
unheard of 30 years ago,” said McDonough. “I mean
that was nuts, right. It's cow country." The second owner emphasized organic food in 1985–1995, which was
"way ahead of the curve,” McDonough continued. “Nobody was talking about organic, and she was pushing
it." In an age of chain restaurants and large-scale food
industries, McDonough has intentionally remained in
sync with a family-style, authentic, and casual dining
operation.
"We honestly do make everything," McDonough said.
"We have cooks in the basement that literally all day are
just pumping out these recipes. We don’t bring anything that's premade except for coco milk and tomato
products." The menu offers an array of options I have

yet to find at any other restaurant in Colorado Springs.
With items ranging from Senegalese and Tibetan vegetable bowls to a vegetarian "small planet burger," fresh
"vegan pizza," Baja style fish tacos, and the recommended, "Banh Mi Vietnamese Chicken Sandwich,"
Adam's Mountain Café has it all. The restaurant is also
awarded "Best Huevos Rancheros in Colorado Springs"
every year, "which is hilarious because it's vegetarian.”
McDonough said. “Like how do we keep winning that?"
Adam's Mountain Café sees regular customers about
70 percent of the time, revealing their close connection

experience a new culture and type of celebration.
Brazilian Carnaval was sponsored by the Brazil Club
and the Carnivore Club. The Carnivore Club collaborated with the local Little Brazil Restaurant to provide
free dinner to everyone. The Carnaval celebration has
been held in the past, but the addition of food was
new.
“This year we're expanding the festivities with Brazilian appetizers and barbecue, video projections of
Salvador and Rio de Janeiro's 2018 celebrations, and a
Carnaval Performance by Samba Colorado, followed
by a open-floor dance party,” Ghaffari said.
The video projections helped display how truly massive and community-centered Brazilian Carnaval celebrations can be. According to Gonzalez, entire Brazilian neighborhoods practice and prepare for their
Carnaval parade performance for months in advance.
They often involve musical instruments, dancing, and
elaborate costumes.
Ghaffari recently spent time in Rio de Janeiro, to
celebrate Carnaval. In a short time, she was able to
experience the wide variety of events that celebrate
Carnaval.
“Rio's Carnaval has become the largest in the world,
with about 500 different street parties over the course
of the week, many attracting 10,000 to 100,000 people,”
Ghaffari said. “There are about 200 samba schools that
perform with elaborate costumes and floats during the
Sambódromo parade. Intricate, creative costumes and
themed parties fill the entire city, and the energy on the
streets is out of control. The party never stops; it goes on
24/7, officially, but the Carnaval celebrations started over
a month ago and will continue through this month.”
to the Colorado Springs community. Even if this restaurant lacks the comfort of a family kitchen, the extreme
variety of eating options gives customers plenty of incentive to revisit for a meal they have yet to experience.
Unlike most other restaurants, Adam's Mountain also
serves breakfast until 3 p.m.
Not only is all of the food made fresh and in-house,
but Adam's Mountain Café also serves fresh Bloody
Marys with homemade vegan Worcester sauce for a
slow Sunday morning. They offer an array of affordable
craft beers and unique wines that sit on display behind
the bar. The beige-colored bar top holds a variety of
natural sweetener supplements as well as flavorings
such as dried rose petals, fermented cherries, and fresh
honey that are pleasing both to the eye and to the palate.
If the enticing menu and casual company isn't
enough, this restaurant also hosts live music every
Thursday evening and Friday morning. McDonough
explained that when the restaurant first opened, hosting artists on Friday nights became too costly, so they
began inviting bands to play Thursday night instead.
This arrangement is unique, however, in the way in
which the bands will leave their equipment set up once
finished Thursday night. "We feed them dinner; they go
home," said McDonough, and then they return Friday
morning to play another couple of sets through breakfast and brunch. "Come in Friday morning and have a
little juice and jazz," said McDonough.
"You walk in, and it just feels warm, you know,” junior
Henry Lilian said. “You feel the warmth of the food,
the warmth of the love, and the warmth of the home."
With items generously portioned and under $15, a restaurant owner who feels more like family by the end of
the meal, and a calming atmosphere that seems to melt
into the unique and delectable food, Adam's Mountain
Café feels even better than your kitchen back home.
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Face Down Brown Ale:
This is a World Beer Cup and Great American Beer Festival award winner, and I can see why—this beer is smooth in many aspects. It isn’t
bitter and produces all the oat and toffee flavors one would like in a
brown ale, but no flavor is over the top. It tastes like almonds with a
light coat of caramel-like sweetness. The aftertaste is my favorite part
of this beer because it is rather sweet and light. This beer could go well
with any savory meal because it is easygoing and balances earthy and
sweet flavors.

ON TAP:
Ski Brew-skis
By SethWilson Gray
A shift in conversation to ski season and snowboarding season reverberates through the campus like sudden snowstorm. Many Colorado College students take
to ski towns during these winter blocks to enjoy the

mountains, along with the ski areas come the ski bars.
Craft beers have gained a lot of popularity in many
bars, as seen in downtown Colorado Springs. Many establishments highlight their craft brewery selections,
a great number of which are from Colorado. There are
well over 200 breweries in Colorado, with 23 in Colorado Springs alone, providing many stores and bars with
local flavors.
Alongside the city breweries, there are also many
breweries in ski towns, such as Aspen, Breckenridge,
Vail, and the focus of this week: Telluride. A town with

a population under 3,000, Telluride thrives during their
summer music festival and their ski season in the winter.
Telluride Brewing Company was founded in 2011,
and their first beer was produced the next year. Founders Chris Fish and Tommy Thacher met in Telluride,
where Thacher was a bartender and Fish was a brewer.
They started this brewery together just northwest of the
town and the ski resort, and it’s grown ever since. Now,
it distributes across Colorado to places such as Colorado Springs.

Bridal Veil Rye Pale Ale:
Featuring some amazing can art, this rye pale ale was my favorite of the two I tried. It’s more bitter on the palate, with lovely hops through and through. While normally I have a difficult time identifying individual hops in
beers, this one seemed to do justice to all the ingredients. It has floral, earthy, and citrus-like hops that produce
a fresh flavor profile that isn’t overplayed in any way. Too often, it seems breweries try to put too much in their
beers, but this rye pale ale feels simple. The mouthfeel is gentle and, similar to the Brown Ale, is not overbearing. I’d suggest having this after a meal to really enjoy its subtleties.

Photos by Addison Knight

Battle of the Bands: An Innovative Tradition
By Maddy Unger

As the bitter wind, chilled air, and overcast skies have
become more apparent on campus, it may do the soul
some good to look ahead to fresh music and wild dancing at the annual Battle of the Bands concert series.
The first-round concert of this long-standing event
will be hosted March 2–3 by the Sounds of Colorado
College in Bemis Great Hall. The event is open to all
students and student bands of any experience level.
Students will then vote on the best groups following
the concert, sending six to eight bands through to the
final round on April 14 on Yampa Field. After this finalround concert, non-student members of the community will decide which bands will get the chance to play
at the Llamapalooza Music Festival in May.
The SoCC has hosted Battle of the Bands since its

founding in 2008, making it the organization’s oldest
annual event on campus. Colin Monahan '18, Program Manager at the SoCC, said that the music scene
on campus “is vibrant and constantly ebbs and flows,”
making room for creativity and new talent.
“In the last two years, many talented and experienced
performers that have previously overshadowed the
competition have graduated, and thus this year’s Battle
of the Bands is really a unique space for new faces and
new groups to showcase their skills,” said Kyra Bergsund '18, General Manager for the SoCC.
Jake Lauer '17, drummer of last year’s winning band
Mad Wallace, performed at various venues throughout his four years at CC, and has worked with a constantly shifting group of talented student musicians.

Lauer commended the uniquely creative atmosphere
that healthy musical competitions such as Battle of the
Bands provide. “Being able to collaborate with a bunch
of different bands in front of so many people while on
campus helped me to improve my musical ability and
also helped to confirm the idea that music was something that I wanted to, and could, pursue after college,”
he said. Lauer has since moved to Denver to continue
his music career and still firmly believes that the student-band scene at other colleges and universities in
the area is incomparable to that of CC.
Battle of the Bands hopes to showcase this prominent and talented group of musicians who share their
music anywhere and everywhere, from the intimately
quiet stairwells of Loomis to the charged house parties
packed with eager, swaying faces.
This distinctive yearly event has defined the CC music scene by annually encouraging opportunity for
collaboration across musical skill levels, creativity between different student groups, and most importantly,
by exposing CC students to great, communal music for
10 years strong.
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Fear-Driven Foreign Policy on the Korean Peninsula
By MAX KRONSTADT
Recent North Korean nuclear tests
have incited palpable fear among the
American people. While this fear is
wholly understandable—nuclear weapons are scary—it’s misguided, and it has
led to counterproductive U.S. policy on
the Korean Peninsula.
A nuclear armed North Korea represents an existential threat to the United
States, or so the narrative goes, because
Kim Jong-un is an irrational and unpredictable leader with an abiding hatred
for the United States that stems from his
feelings of inadequacy in the face of our
greatness. It’s a narrative that brings cable news shows great ratings, gives politicians an opportunity to sound tough,
and makes us feel good about being
Americans.
But it’s also pure fantasy. Kim Jongun’s decision to develop a nuclear program is a rational one made in the interest of preserving his regime. And he
hates the United States because of, well,
history. Kim Jong-un views North Korea’s
nuclear weapons program as a security
blanket for his regime. He believes that
nuclear deterrence is the only surefire
way to prevent western powers, in particular the United States, from invading
his country and toppling his regime—a
belief based on historical precedent.
In 2003, U.S. forces invaded Iraq to
overthrow, capture, and execute Saddam
Hussein, a leader they had once covertly
supported in multiple military coups.

Their excuse was that Iraq was developing weapons of mass destruction, which
was, of course, not true. The irony is that
if Saddam Hussein developed weapons of mass destruction prior to 2003, it
might have prevented the U.S. invasion.
While war raged in Iraq, Muammar
Gaddafi of Libya signed an agreement
with the U.S. and U.K., forfeiting his nuclear program in exchange for reduced
sanctions. In 2011, U.S. and NATO forces
invaded Libya to fight alongside rebels
hostile to Gaddafi, and in a matter of
months Gaddafi was dead and his government in shambles. Kim Jong-un is so
protective of his nuclear weapons because he doesn’t want to meet the same
fate.
Many American historians call the Korean War the “forgotten war” because, as
the name suggests, most Americans have
forgotten about it. But most Koreans certainly have not, including the North Korean dictator.
After World War II, the Korean peninsula, previously a Japanese colony, was
occupied by the U.S. and Soviet Union.
The two great powers competed over
whose system of government would take
hold in the nascent nation, a competition that soon devolved into an all-out
war. The war killed nearly 4 million people, most of them Korean, and left the
peninsula divided between the capitalist, U.S.-supported south and the communist, Soviet-supported north.

It’s impossible to divorce this history
from the current political situation on
the peninsula. To Americans, the idea
that the U.S. would invade North Korea
sounds ridiculous. To Koreans, it sounds
familiar. Kim Jong-un is developing nuclear weapons because he understands
that only well-developed second-strike
capabilities will ensure that the U.S.
never violates North Korean sovereignty
again.
I want to make clear that I am in no way
arguing that Kim Jong-un is a moral person or a good leader for his people. His
regime is one of the most repressive in
the world, and from all accounts, life for
the average North Korean citizen is unimaginably horrible. The country would
be far better without him. But he’s here
to stay.
For all of Donald Trump’s bluster, I
think even his administration understands that North Korean nuclear weapons are already sophisticated enough to
make military intervention a truly terrible idea. And Kim Jong-un has made
clear that keeping his weapons is nonnegotiable. As such, it would make a lot
more sense for the U.S. and its allies to
build a diplomatic strategy that uses the
stick of international sanctions and the
carrot of shutting up about his nukes to
pursue concessions from his regime that
would improve the lives of the people of
North Korea.
It’s also worth noting that nuclear weap-

ons have been used twice in the history of
the world, both times by the United States
against Japan at the end of World War II.
And when the U.S. launched that attack,
it was the world’s sole nuclear power.
The Soviet Union had nuclear weapons
under Joseph Stalin. China had them under Mao Zedong. Both men were brutal
beyond comprehension, possessed the
world’s most powerful weapon, and yet,
never used it. Clearly mutually assured
destruction works.
There are currently nine nuclear armed
nations in the world and at least three of
them—the U.S., the U.K., and France—
would be quick to retaliate if North Korea ever launched a nuclear attack. Kim
Jong-un may seem irrational and erratic,
willing to throw caution to the wind, but,
in reality, every decision he makes is calculated, and the goal is always the preservation of his regime. He knows that
using nuclear weapons would be a death
sentence for his regime, so he will never
do it.
My point in all of this, I suppose, is that
you should rest easy—unless something
else is keeping you up, in which case I
can’t help you. But also, my point is
that once we get over our fear of being
bombed, we should turn our attention
to the plight of the North Korean people,
and encourage our government, the supposed defender of all that is good and
free in this world, to do something smart
and diplomatic to help them.
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Classy Wednesday With a Side of Tots
The need for after-hours campus dining
By SAMANTHA SILVERMAN
What’s better: the actual event, or Midnight Breakfast? Great question, actually.
A staple to Halloween, Homecoming,
Winter Ball, Llamapolooza, and others, Midnight Breakfast is essentially the
school weighing you down with

Cartoon By Cate Johnson

so much bread and potatoes that all you
want to do is to go to bed. It’s beautiful.
It’s likely the only way you could ever get
hundreds of drunk people in one space
and just will them, well, not to be drunk
anymore.
Maybe, proportionately, there are
more students both participating and drinking in these major, often school-sponsored,
weekend events. There is also,
however, a decent population
of students that will not get
their most intoxicated on
one of these high-incident nights.
While there are more
students participating
in these larger events
than a normal weekend
night, I think it’s safe to
say that if you attend any
given party on a weekend, every night can
be a high-incident
night for someone.
As comical as it
would be, I am by no
means arguing for Midnight Breakfast three
nights a week. I do
believe, however,
that it’s not only
economical,
but exponentially
safer,
for students
to have a
consistent
late-night
dining
option. As
enjoyable
as 500 calories—at least—of
carbohydrates typically
are after a night of drinking,
sometimes, as Midnight Breakfast dictates, they’re more necessity than nov-

elty. Whether on or near campus, there
needs to be a late-night food option open
well beyond midnight. Not only will this
venue have a monopoly on the post-party
food market, but it also acts as a safety net
for the many students whose closest calls
with drinking or drugs happen outside

cial experience ignores the fact that new
students have few resources to help their
friends at night when they are too intoxicated and need sustenance. Furthermore,
upperclassmen that are not exempt from
the meal plan should not be treated like
they need the dining halls to stay healthy

To claim that underclassmen need to comply with Bon Appétit’s
schedule because it is a social experience ignores the fact that new
students have few resources to help their friends at night when
they are too intoxicated and need sustenance.

of high-incident nights. For a resident of
Mathias coming home at 2 a.m. having
had too much to drink, there is no fully
stocked kitchen to cook in, the C-Store is
closed, and it might be too unsafe to walk
to either of the 7-Elevens. Then what, exactly, is there to do?
For students—typically juniors or seniors—who have space to store and cook
their own food, this is less of an issue, but
for students fully relying on the meal plan
for two or three meals a day, obtaining a
meal beyond Bon Appétit’s hours of operation is far more difficult than it should
be. Underclass students already plan
their days around Bon Appétit’s designated meal times, and if a student’s ability
to sustain themselves is in the hands of
the college, then that should exist for all
hours of the day.
Even for juniors and seniors in small
houses, it is incredibly difficult to get off
of the meal plan. The college’s—some
would say questionable—resistance to
have its older, increasingly independent
students continue to pay for meal plan
is extremely contradictory to the tight
schedule of on-campus dining. To claim
that underclassmen need to comply with
Bon Appétit’s schedule because it is a so-

and fed, while, once everything closes at
midnight, they have full responsibility to
care for their own eating habits without
any of the otherwise aggressive dietary
intervention from the school.
If the school is going to control the eating schedule of the majority of its students, then it needs to be aware of the
times when students need food but cannot get it. A food joint open until 2 a.m.
or later is a way to safely end one’s night,
emergency or not. Some form of latenight dining is present at almost every
campus I have been to, and even if we
wouldn’t typically refer to downtown Colorado Springs as a “college town,” there is
still a void from which both students and
local businesses can profit.
So, long live Midnight Breakfast. But
there has to be a secure means to end
every weekend night where someone forgot to eat dinner, went out on little sleep,
or wasn’t sure how to cope with anxiety.
Colorado College and Bon Appétit need
to understand that they are not fulfilling
the student body’s food needs, which,
in this case, extend beyond the realm of
hunger, and far into that of safety. It’s just
something to consider.

Drawing is Not Just for Kids and Artists
By CAROLINE WILLIAMS
On Feb. 1, Lynda Barry spoke to the Colorado College community for Cornerstone
Arts Week. For those unaware of who this
woman is, she is a spectacular human, educator, writer, and professor. She publishes a weekly comic strip, has written many
books, including graphic novels, and is
currently Assistant Professor of Interdisciplinary Creativity at University of Wisconsin-Madison. Much of what she proves in
her work is that children and adults are not
as different as we often make them out to
be. Activities we associate with childhood
are ones we should bring to our adult lives
in order to succeed—most importantly,
drawing. Whether or not you think you
are a good drawer, you should continue to
draw.
Barry explained that as a person veers
into adulthood, they neglect the act of
drawing in fear of not being good enough.
However, if you think back to childhood—
remember someone asking you to draw a

bear riding a rocketship or a space chipmunk—seven-year-old you would never
think twice about being able to do it. As
little kids, we draw, and we stand by our
creations proudly. However, age seems to
take away part of that careless confidence,
and, as a result, many people quit drawing
completely.
As people discover that they are no longer meant to be the artist their mother told
them they could be in second grade, they
stop drawing. The “childhood images”
that look like random squiggles and the
imaginary people who have seven eyeballs
no longer exist on a page. Those types of
drawings become simple associations with
childhood. However, Barry made a realization when she compared the drawings of
a scientist hard at work with the random
squiggles of a child; they looked almost
identical. Random lines were everywhere
with no sense of congruency. While any
scientist or mathematician would most

likely not categorize their lines as art, a
small child would. A small child would say
that their lines were the start of a monkey
in a circus or some other vague association with an image. Barry infers that maybe the scientist or mathematician’s squiggly lines are the same as the child’s in the
sense that they are also the “beginning of
a vague idea.”
In order to teach her graduate students,
Barry brings in little kids to be “co-researchers.” Barry said the best thing these
kids do while serving as a co-researcher
is inspire a graduate student to draw out
their complicated theses and research
projects. Barry then explained that these
graduate students admit that they never
thought to draw their projects. Yet once
they draw them, they are able to deconstruct a complicated situation or understand the layout of a place they may be
studying. Drawing accesses a different region of the brain, and it can catalyze the

realization of new ideas.
Lastly, drawing inspires feeling. Even
when someone draws a meaningless
doodle in a school notebook, it can make
someone laugh or smile. Despite the fact
that many of us are incapable of drawing
like Matisse, Monet, or some other old
Frenchman, anyone can draw something
that evokes emotion.
NASA, various podcasts, and many other
institutions in search of a fresh mind have
pursued Barry. She proves that drawing is
not simply a child’s activity; drawing is a
key way to map out any complicated subject, and there is not one field of study that
could not benefit from drawing. She does
not expect anyone to be the next Picasso,
but drawing a simple image can cause so
many emotions to go through the creator
and viewers’ mind. There is no such thing
as being a bad drawer. We are able to create
images on a piece of paper that can cause
some sort of feeling or idea to arise.

