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Families who made about $20,000 or less per year. (Colorado College: 2,357 of 2,395)

CC Ranks High on List of Least Economically Diverse Colleges
By CHANEY SKILLING
According to a recent study published by the New York Times, Colorado College enrolls more students
in the top 1 percent of the income
scale than the bottom 60 percent.
Based on data from the graduating
classes of the early 2000s, CC comes
in second just behind Washington
University in St. Louis, where 24.2
percent of the student body originated from the top 1 percent, and
only 10.5 percent fell within the
bottom 60 percent.
he irst study of its kind, the
Equality of Opportunity Project was granted special access to

IRS tax records, allowing them to
perform an in-depth analysis of
economic diversity within higher
education and track students’ social mobility in the years following
graduation. From the Ivy Leagues
to highly selective colleges to state
universities, the 94-page study provides extensive data on numerous
schools’ student demographics.
Upon publication, the results were
met with mixed feelings of shock
and surprise from the CC administration and students alike.
“We got no warning or pre-reading, and were just as surprised as
everyone else,” said Mark Hatch,
Vice President of Enrollment. “We

know our student body is aluent
based on how many students don’t
apply for any inancial aid, but
without access to tax returns and
the other information provided by
the Free Application for Federal
Student Aide (FAFSA), we have no
way of knowing the details. his
is the irst study that has revealed
something as speciic as the 1 percent.”
Citing the highest median family income amongst highly selective colleges at $277,500, with more
than half of CC students falling
within the top 5 percent of the income scale, the study speaks to the
aluence of CC students. However,

mographics of CC in the late ‘90s
and early 2000s were very diferent
from today. Since President Tiefenthaler arrived, the priorities of the
school have shifted signiicantly
along with the priorities of higher
education.”
Such shifts include CC’s increased eforts to recruit applicants
from lower-income families and
the college’s capitol campaign. In
2012, shortly after President Tiefenthaler arrived, CC joined Questbridge, a non-proit that matches
low-income, high achieving students with the U.S.’s leading colleges and universities. Questbridge

after further inquiry, it is clear that
these numbers require a larger
context beyond the scope of the
New York Times article.
he data included in the Equality
of Opportunity Project’s study relects that of the graduating classes
of the early 2000s—meaning students who started college in the
late 1990s. herefore, the study is
not necessarily representative of
current day demographics. “When
you look into the actual study, you
ind that the data is actually rather
old,” said Lyrae Williams, Associate
Vice President and data analyst for
the CC Oice of Institutional Planning and Efectiveness. “he de-

Continued on pg. 4

Families who made about $630,000 or more per year. (Colorado College: 2 of 2,395)

Median parent income for approximately the class of 2013, in 2015 dollars. (Colorado College: 1 of 2,395)
Graphics courtesy of he New York Times

Denver Native Neil Gorsuch Nominated
Pipeline Rally Mobilizes
to Supreme Court
Colorado Springs Residents
By NATHAN MAKELA
The Court has had a vacant
seat for nearly a year, since the
death of Justice Antonin Scalia
on Feb 13, 2016.
Originally from Denver, Gorsuch is a federal appellate on the
United States Court of Appeals
for the Tenth Circuit, having
been nominated to the position
by President George W. Bush in
2006. Gorsuch, a vocal admirer
of Scalia, shares many similarities with the late Justice’s ideology.
Both Gorsuch and Scalia received their law degrees from
Harvard Law School, and just
like Scalia, Gorsuch considers
himself a Constitutional originalist. While many of President
Trump’s cabinet nominations
have received widespread criticism for lack of experience, Gorsuch’s credentials are strong. But
the opposition to Gorsuch is not
born from criticism of his judicial experience.
Gorsuch replaces former President Obama’s nominee for the

Courtesy of Al Drago, THE NEW
YORK TIMES

Supreme Court, following an
unprecedented effort by Senate
Republicans to push back the
confirmation vote until after the
November election. The Senate
Republicans got what they were
hoping for – maintained control
of the Senate and the election of
their party’s nominee, Donald
Trump.
Senator Jeff Merkley of Oregon
said on Monday morning that he
will filibuster any nominee that
is not Merrick Garland, and that
the majority of his caucus will do

the same. This means the Senate
would need 60 votes to end the
filibuster and confirm Gorsuch.
“This is a stolen seat,” said
Merkley. “This is the first time a
Senate majority has stolen a seat.
We will use every lever in our
power to stop it.”
But, relative to past Supreme
Court nominees, Senate Democrats have little justification to
block the nomination. By most
metrics, Gorsuch is a qualified
candidate. Having practiced law
for well over 20 years, he has
experience working in private
practice as well as within the U.S.
Justice Department.
Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida
described Gorsuch as a “highly
qualified, mainstream jurist.”
Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas has described Gorsuch as a “home
run.”
President Trump has urged
Senate Republicans to trigger the
“nuclear option” in an attempt to
block a filibuster. At only 49 years
old, Gorsuch could be a prominent member of The Supreme
Court for decades to come.

By NORBERT MCGETTIGAN
Hundreds gathered in front of
Colorado Springs City Hall on
Sunday afternoon to protest the
Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL)
and the Keystone XL Pipeline
(KXL).
The nonviolent rally, organized
by Unite Colorado Springs and
Colorado Springs Council for
Justice, was a response to President Trump’s recent signing of
executive orders assisting progress on both pipelines.
Last week, the president ordered the Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Civil Works and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
review and approve the DAPL
“in an expedited manner, to the

extent permitted by law and warranted.” Depending on whether
a new Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) is conducted,
the construction could start as
soon as next month.
Concerning the KXL, Trump
signed an order encouraging
TransCanada to reapply for its
border-crossing permit, one that
former President Obama rejected in 2015. Once TransCanada
reapplies, the State Department
will have 60 days to issue a final
decision.
In attendance on Sunday were
speakers Jane Ard-Smith, Political Chair of Sierra Club - Rocky
Mountain Chapter, Amy Gray,
local activist with 350 Colorado
Continued on pg. 6

Colorado Springs locals rally for DAPL. Photos by Jack Truesdale
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Students Take Advantage of Keller Venture Grant Program Over Half Block
By EMILY KRESSLEY

While Jurney is an environmental sci“Keller Venture Grants, made possible
by the Keller Family Foundation, allow ence major, Venture Grants do not have
you to imagine, articulate, and bring to to be pertinent to an applicant’s major,
life your own original research project” rather a field they would like to investireads Colorado College’s website. Last gate. The Kellers “want to give students
year, the program was able to fund 109 CC the opportunity for experiential learning
students’ individual research projects all in what they desire,” said Jurney. “It also
over the world. A grant offers up to $1,000 doesn’t have to be research as long as it’s a
per student, but can be extended another learning experiential process,” he contin$500 to match another separate institu- ued. While the project proposal has to be
well researched and extremely thorough,
tional funding source.
While Venture Grants can be used at any complete with a set of carefully thought
out research questions,
point during the year,
the topic is quite “fluid.”
two of the most recent
Venture Grant applicatrips occurred over Half
he trips have given
tions are due the second
Block. Senior Patrick Jur[Jurney] a great
Monday of each block
ney travelled to the Yucatán Peninsula with friend experience that ofered and students are notified
if their proposals have
and fellow senior, Jhana
more knowledge and been approved by the end
Gottlieb. For two weeks,
the two travelled to eight
exploration than any of that block. Students ofreceive edits on how
different Mayan ruin
typical block at CC. ten
to make their proposal
sites, four archeological
stronger before it can be
museums, and specific
sites for “Offering,” the Mayan form of sac- approved, so the administration suggests
rifice. The trip was created with the inves- allowing several blocks for approval time.
tigative purpose to learn more about the For Jurney, it took several months from
Mayans through an experience that litera- start to finish. With hard work and the
help of sources of funding from other deture could not replicate.
Jurney was particularly interested in partments, many students can find applythe “exploration of the role of religious ing for a Venture Grant to be a straightforoffering in Classical Maya cosmology.” ward and relatively inexpensive process.
Jurney had little prior knowledge on the
The Mayans were a civilization that “imbued physical aspects of the environment topic of his trip, but he said one of the best
with deities,” said Jurney. This cosmology parts was being able to “come up with a
subsequently offered grounds for all their bunch of different answers” through the
political, scientific, and philosophical un- experience. He was also stunned at how
all eight cities they visited varied so drasderstandings of society.
tically in architecture and
design. This was Jurney’s
second Venture Grant, and
he said the trips have given him a great experience
that offered more knowledge and exploration than
any typical block at CC.
Jurney also preferred the
looseness and innovation
of the Venture Grant program as opposed to how

structured a study abroad
program is, however that
too was very valuable.
Junior Leo Turpan also
took a Venture Grant trip
over Half Block. His research brought him to
Havana, Cuba for a street
photography project. He
was initially drawn to
Cuba after hearing various accounts of people
who traveled there and
took in the rich culture.
As an art major who does
a lot of studio art photography, his focus has always been on
the fine arts. This project allowed him to
experiment in the field and explore the
streets of a foreign country.
This was Turpan’s second time applying for a Venture Grant. His first project
proposal the previous year did not get
approved, but he said the second time
around was easier as he knew what he was
doing, the expectations, and who to talk
to. The one principal critique both Turpan
and Jurney had was that since the application process is pretty independent, you
have to really know and talk to people who
have been through the process themselves
to write a strong proposal. While the
Keller Venture Grant website has some information, the Ritt Kellogg Grant, another
alternative source of educational funding,
does a better job in Turpan’s mind of making known what the application needs. Its
site posts previous proposals of grants instead of just titles. In addition, Turpan has
noticed that some of the forms on the site
itself are outdated compared to what the
application is on Summit, which caused
some difficulty.
Turpan also commented on how Dean
Re Evitt was a huge help in offering suggestions, and that it would be beneficial
to make it more public to use her as a resource. The initial work put into the project was heavily rewarded by an incredible
experience.

As far as Turpan’s itinerary versus the
trip, everything lined up. However, Cuba
blew him out of the water. Turpan planned
to photograph street objects in less touristic neighborhoods and offer that as a
conversation point for locals. The locals
were intrigued with his work and about
who he was and it worked just as planned.
“By speaking Spanish and talking to locals
I built up a knowledge of culture and history as background to interpret objects
and decided if they had a larger narrative
to tell,” he said.
Turpan would ideally love to take another Venture Grant and felt as though
Half Block was the perfect time. This trip
offered him the means to expand his interest in street photography and open the
possibility to do more photo journalism
and travel documenting in the future.
“The camera focal point of interest into
a culture allowed me to be educated in
culture and present and frame it in a personal perspective,” Turpan said. “It was
a very enjoyable project and I certainly
learned a lot about Cuba and its people.
Photography forced me to be out there
and walking around, putting me in good
situations and connecting with people all
around.” His final project for the Venture
Grant is to make a zine with around 20
photos from his trip.
Students’ photos from Venture Grant trips.
Photos by Leo Turpan and Patrick Jurney
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Construction of East Campus Residential Development on Schedule
By JOHN BORAH
Where there was once a drab parking priced the same as a single room in the
lot at the corner of Uintah Street and Ne- Western Ridge Apartments.
Roofing is now in progress followed
vada Avenue, there was then a giant hole
accompanied by a massive mound of dirt. soon by window installation. John Lauer,
Now, seemingly out of nowhere, there are Associate Vice President for Student Life,
large, wooden skeletons of what will soon said that construction is slated to conclude on July 1, 2017, as initially prombecome new upperclassmen housing.
Many students are excited with the ised. The project will end up costing the
state-of-the art development’s rapid evo- college about $18 million. Lauer also took
lution. Even neighbors to the busy con- the time to laud the future housing.
“The community center will be wonderstruction can’t help but be impressed.
ful, the court yard will be
“They seem to be making
a place of gathering and
good progress,” said Warren Bunnell of 229 Uintah
Construction is slated interaction. The connecbetween the indoor
St., nicknamed The Shire.
to conclude on July tion
and outdoor spaces will
“And besides the noise
1, 2017, as initially
be great,” said Lauer. “The
and the four-foot trench
entire project is exciting!”
around our house, it’s not
promised
More exciting features,
all that bad.”
according to Lauer, inThe new housing, currently referred to as the East Campus clude geothermal heating and cooling
Residential Development, will include systems, which will help the development
the Brownstone apartment complex—six run very efficiently. Lauer did, however,
apartment buildings—two additional say that the total carbon footprint will ulsmall houses, and a community center. timately be decided by the residents’ beLiving in one of the 32 small house beds haviors.
The parking spots sacrificed for the dewill cost the same as living in Arthur or
Jackson. The 122 apartment beds will be velopment will not be fully recovered, but

Lauer said, “the previous parking lot was
typically less than 40 percent occupied.
We expect the new parking lot will be close
to 100 percent occupied, so the use of the
land. . . will be an improvement.” Lauer
cited a “parking study” conducted for the
Master Plan for these numbers.
With this new development, on-campus
housing will accommodate 82 percent of
the student body. This will make it more
difficult for juniors to successfully apply
to live off campus. “I expect very few students to be given special consideration for
off-campus approval before meeting the
three-year requirement moving forward,”
said Lauer.
Some students are not thrilled with the
prospect of living on campus for three
years.
“It’s kind of annoying because dorm
life is getting really old,” said rising junior
Nikki Blair. “And it would be super nice
to have the option for off-campus housing, especially because the apartments on
the west side of campus are already super
competitive.
Fellow rising junior Sophia Skelly
shared that sentiment, and added, “It’s

a bummer because [living on campus] is
likely to be more expensive (than living off
campus).”
Skelly is partially correct. Living in a
small house costs $3,451-3,745 a semester, and an apartment, $4,390-4,815 a semester, according to CC’s website. (Rates
vary depending on the number of roommates or if living in a studio apartment.)
Meanwhile, living in any of Weber Street
Rentals’ properties (including the Pillar House) costs $3,650-3,750 over five
months, a period of time just longer than
a semester at CC. Weber Street Rentals,
however, is one of the pricier real estate
companies in town. Highest Point Real Estate and Property Management charges as
little as $395 a month (without utilities),
or $1,975 over 5 months.
So while on-campus small houses may
have a competitive price tag, apartment
dwellers pay considerably more than their
off-campus compadres.
Regardless, construction carries on.
Expect the ambience of construction to
serenade the streets of Uintah, Weber, and
Nevada until July.

Renowned Jazz Artist Kahil El’Zabar Performs With Ethnic Heritage Ensemble
By ELLEN WEN
On Jan. 27, Colorado College hosted
the jazz group Ethnic Heritage Ensemble.
Kahil El’Zabar, the founder of the group,
is an internationally acclaimed jazz composer and percussionist. Over the last four
decades, he has toured the world with
various jazz groups and as a solo artist. His
music is influenced by African culture and
history.
Dr. Michael Sawyer, Assistant Professor
of Race, Ethnic, and Migration Studies at
CC, invited El’Zabar to campus after a series of conversations with Philosophy Professor Jonathan Lee. “There are probably
percussionists over time that have been as
good as Kahil but I don’t know if anyone’s
been better,” said Sawyer.
The performance coincided with the
day that President Donald Trump signed
an executive order banning immigrants
from seven Muslim countries, providing
El’Zabar with a unique moment to convey

his message. El’Zabar’s music strives for
freedom through jazz. The timing and significance of the event were reflected by the
filled auditorium, despite the fact it took
place only hours before Winter Ball.
El’Zabar grew up in Chicago in the
1950s, where jazz was an integral part of
the culture. He discovered his love for music at the age of four, the first time he laid
hands on his father’s drums. “Jazz from its
beginning, as well as now, represents the
idea of freedom… something enlightening
and inspiring for people,” he said.
While El’Zabar attended Lake Forest College, he studied abroad for a year
in Ghana. It was during his year abroad
that El’Zabar’s musical style was born.
El’Zabar breaks free from conventional
model restraints in music and combines
African American music with traditional
African styles.
“I say, I’m gonna do a group that’s just

gonna be my drums and two horns, no
with respect to his rhythmic kind of perpiano, no bass, no guitar,” said El’Zabar.
formance… emotionally and musically
He dedicates his success to his parents,
kind of groundbreaking,” said Sawyer.
who were supportive despite his unconOver time, the Ethnic Heritage Enventional ideas.
semble has seen many members. Its curEl’Zabar’s tenacity and commitment to
rent members are El’Zabar, Corey Wilhis craft has brought him
kes, a former pupil of
success over the years. He
El’Zabar’s as well as
‘Jazz from its
has worked with great jazz
Tony award winning
beginning, as well as baritone saxophone
musicians such as Dizzy
Gillespie, Cannonball Adplayer Alex Harding.
now, represents the
derley, and Nina Simone,
“I just hope that
idea of freedom . . .’
among others. He prioriwe’re able to connect
tizes integrity and vulnerwith the current milability in his music over technique. “ You
lennial generation, where they can see
cannot become a slave to your technique
how important their creative view of the
because then you’re only a machine,” he
world is… not to become a consumer,
explained. As a percussionist, El’Zabar
but a contributor,” said El’Zabar. Profeshas mastered a variety of instruments insor Sawyer hopes that the event will be
cluding the drums and the mbira. He also
one of the first in a series of innovative
uses his voice as an instrument.
and thought-provoking performances at
“He’s doing really innovative things
CC.

“Conversations on Whiteness” Aims to Tackle White Supremacy
By TUCKER SMITH
The Colorado College student group
Conversations on Whiteness (COW) began almost a year ago this block. Started
last year by seniors Justin Haas and Reed
Young, the conversation continues as
CC students strive to develop productive
white allyship and make CC a space aware
of and defiant to white supremacist beliefs
and traditions. Juniors Valerie Hanna and
Eviva Kahne now lead the group.
COW recognizes that racism is a problem perpetuated by white institutions, and
our campus is no exception. Eviva Kahne
said, “It is crucial for white people to examine their own whiteness and address
their responsibility.”
On Monday, Hanna and Kahne facilitated the discussion in Sacred Grounds. The
second meeting of the year began with
usual introductions—participants stating
their name, major, and motives behind
their attendance. This week’s session was

titled, “Unpack the invisible knapsack:
analyze how whiteness has impacted our
lives.”
The weekly conversation is broken into
an hour-long discussion followed by a 30
minute session dedicated to planning for
the future. Planning involves tapping into
existing efforts on campus and in the surrounding Colorado area. COW finds particular inspiration from SURJ, which has
a local chapter in Colorado Springs dedicated to organizing for racial justice.
This past week the conversation began
with reading aloud a portion of Peggy McIntosh’s acclaimed essay entitled, “White
Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack.” The following conversation used the
essay as a platform to discuss white privilege at CC on a critical and self-reflective
level. It was an honest conversation on
white identity, intersectionality, and constructions of whiteness on campus.

THE CATALYST

The weekly conversations follow a
theme and hope to achieve COW’s goals
through productive discussion. According to their website, COW’s goals include
engaging students in the critical examination of white identity, increasing the number of white allies on campus, educating
students on racial inequalities present
in our society and on campus, and using
knowledge gained in meetings to help create systems of belonging on campus.
Considering the current political climate, the leaders of COW believe it is
more vital than ever for white students to
address various racism, at the CC campus
and beyond. “This semester is about really
harnessing onto the sense of urgency and
having sessions that are meaningful, that
push us and challenge us,” said Hanna.
“It’s difficult to talk about but also essential, moving past white privilege and
guilt to a kind of systemic understanding
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of whiteness,” said Kahne.
COW offers a space for candid, personal
conversation on whiteness, yet does not
qualify as the conventional “safe space.”
Last year co-founder Justin Haas said, “I
want [white students] to be “safe” in the
sense that students feel comfortable in
sharing about their perspectives and their
backgrounds but by no means is it a group
that…need[s] a space to kind of deal with
the white dominated campus.”
As they left, attendants of Monday’s session were asked to think about how their
whiteness plays into every interaction—
from buying groceries at King Soopers
to walking through campus at night. The
group argues critical reflections on whiteness are fundamental to building a better
campus of white allyship and systemic
change.
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NAACP Meeting Draws Crowd Interested in Action
By ETHAN GREENBERG
A larger than average crowd illed Christ
Temple Community Church on Saturday for
the January General Membership Meeting
for the NAACP Colorado Springs Branch. he
meeting was entitled “Maintaining the Momentum: We Take Action!”
Over 50 people came for the lively meeting—some were lifetime NAACP members
and some were concerned citizens at their
irst NAACP meeting.
While the meeting addressed various topics, emphasis was placed on the need for
persistent activism as well as the need for
education.
Much of the discussion focused on the new
presidential administration and the related
developments. State Conference President
Rosemary Harris-Lytle said that the national
NAACP had oicially stated their opposition
to President Trump’s nominee for Secretary
of Education, Betsy DeVos.
She noted that Colorado’s U.S. Senator Michael Bennet sat on the Senate Committee
for Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
and urged the audience to contact his ofice. “We think we know where Senator Bennet would vote on this issue, but frankly we
haven’t yet heard from him.”
“We don’t take it for granted that Senator
Bennet is on our side, or anyone,” said Harris-Lytle. “We have no permanent friends, no
permanent enemies, only permanent issues.”
Even as national politics dominated the
conversation, some spoke of the danger in
overcommitting to national politics and in
turn neglecting local or state politics. Local
events and protests were announced and
Colorado Springs’ SURJ (Showing Up for Racial Justice) organizer Mac Sergeant provided
details on upcoming actions.
he core of the program featured a panel
composed of Inclusion Consultant Jody Alyn,
a CC alum, Rev. Dr. Stephany Rose, State Rep.
Pete Lee, and NAACP State Conference Political Action Chair Dawn Haliburton-Rudy.
Alyn focused on the importance of historical perspective. She said “one of the most important things we can do is remember our
history.” Alyn noted that when a movement
in opposition to civil rights and diversity
coalesced in the 1970s, “these folks talked
in terms of 50-year plans and century-long
strategies.”
“It’s important not to just say this is going to

be a long haul, but to know that it is going to
be a long haul,” said Alyn. “To connect with
one another, to give each other options to
step out for self-care… and to hang together.”
Another topic broached by the panel was
race education, or lack thereof, in the American school system. Rose, who teaches at
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs,
said she often encounters students who say
“something was missing in their K-12 education, something was critically missing, and
they walked in my door and said, ‘why didn’t
I know this?’” Rose added that we are “in a
space of lack of memory… a lack of cultural
memory.”
Stephen Maddox spoke of his time as a
teacher in New York public schools in the
1970s where “there was no kind of minority
studies, no black history.” He recalled that
students protested to no avail.
“We are in a moment where we need to be
educating the life out of us,” said Rose.
Rose concluded by saying “we have to get
out of our boxes… I know students walk on
campus in my class with guns, I refuse to buy
a gun, but I know it is present, but we will
navigate this conversation together, and it
is the spaces that we are disconnected from
each other that the work has to happen.”
Lee, in his 4th and inal term representing
House District 18, said, “we are in an area politically that we have never been in. Never had
we had a president who has had no government, no experience in the military.” Lee admitted he was skeptical that Donald Trump
would ever win the Republican nomination,
much less the presidency, and he was proven
wrong. “I am no longer a skeptic, things will
happen unless we take action.”
In the spirit of action, Haliburton-Rudy disseminated packets with the contact information of Colorado Springs City Councilmembers.
Audience members were implored to contact their representatives, and the young people in the crowd were especially encouraged.
“We need you young people,” said Branch
President Lisa Villanueva.
Harris-Lytle, the State Conference President, said after the meeting that “my daughter graduated from CC in 2010. I love CC, but
we must hold the school and students accountable for privilege.”
“We are running uphill in altitude weather

with the wind in our face,” said Rose. His
sentiment was relected in the audience. As
people left the meeting, there was a sense of

solidarity but also recognition of both facing
and moving forward in the challenging times
ahead.

he NAACP meeting last Saturday was an open forum to discuss President Trump’s recent executive
orders, what that means for the black community, and what the Colorado Springs community can do
to mobilize going forward. Photos by Ethan Greenberg

CC Ranks High on List of Least Economically Diverse Colleges
Continued from the front page
students often come from low-income families and/or families from which they are the
irst generation to attend college.
“We understand the diiculties of having a
less socioeconomically diverse campus,” said
Hatch. “But we are committed to increasing
our ability to inancially aid those who cannot aford CC’s cost.” With regards to the annually increasing cost of attendance, CC’s
capitol campaign is currently fundraising
$80 million for the sole purpose of increasing
the inancial aid budget, which currently accounts for about one third of CC’s $700 million endowment.
In response to criticism that compares CC
and other small, liberal arts schools to large
universities such as UCLA and NYU—which
were among the study’s list of most economically diverse universities—the CC administration stresses the vast diferences between
the two types of school.
“here are nearly 2,000 four-year colleges and universities in the U.S. Liberal Arts
schools like Colorado College serve less than
1 percent of the population. We have very different missions than large state universities,
and we serve drastically diferent audiences,”
said Williams. “A large, public, state university is going to serve a more economically
diverse student body, in part because of its
sheer size alone.”
However, despite CC’s size and all the
changes it has undertaken in recent years,

Graph courtesy of THE NEW YORK TIMES

current economic demographics reveal a
similar pattern to that of the Equality of Opportunity Project cited from over a decade
ago. For the most part, CC’s student body
remains highly aluent. For the 2016-2017
academic year, only 40 percent of students
applied for need-based inancial aid. he remaining 60 percent paid full tuition, which,
with room and board included, is estimated
to cost $66,400 per year.
According to visiting Sociology Professor
Laren Hannscott, the aluence of the CC

campus cannot be isolated at an institutional
level, but is largely rooted in the networks
and resources available to students before
they even step foot on campus. “here are different qualities of education all over the U.S.
Who a school like CC considers ‘qualiied’ is
often correlated to an applicant’s socioeconomic status,” said Hannscott. As a small,
liberal arts college in the middle of Colorado,
CC’s potential applicant pool is signiicantly
smaller than that of a large university and is
far more dependent on legacy and alumni

word of mouth. Likewise, with such emphasis on test scores, GPAs, and writing supplements, those with the resources to aford
school choice, tutors, test prep, and the like
have an inevitable advantage during the college application process. Not only do they
have the resources to work within the system
and exceed standards, but they also are more
likely to resemble those who have succeeded
at CC in the past, inadvertently indicating
that they are less likely to transfer or drop out.
Furthermore, while CC is committed to
meeting every student’s demonstrated inancial need—as calculated by the FAFSA—the
fact remains that those applicants for who
money is not a limiting factor are more likely
to attend if accepted. Provided in a combination of grants and loans, the “demonstrated
need”-based inancial aid may still be too
little for less aluent families to justify taking
on the average CC graduate’s $20,000 debt.
Ultimately, the unique aspects of CC—the
Block Plan, small class size, and commitment to remaining a small, liberal arts institution—rack up a signiicant price tag. While
the college has taken immense steps to creating and expanding the resources it can ofer
incoming students, the Equality of Opportunity Project has certainly given CC some
things to consider.
When it comes to the New York Times article speciically, however, many CC students
are left wondering: with the truth of the economic disparity on campus made glaringly
visible, where do we go from here?
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10 questions with
Kate Holbrook sees the light in every person.
A member of the Colorado College spiritual
community for 11 years, Kate has inluenced
and guided members from every facet of the
school through her time as chaplain. In a current social and political climate fueled by fear
and division, he Catalyst sat down with Kate
to discuss her spiritual journey, the state of the
world, and how opening one’s heart is the irst
step to peace.
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KATE HOLBROOK

Interview by Sam Silverman
/ Photo by Mikaela Burns

The Catalyst: What role did religion
and spirituality play in your growing up?
Kate Holbrook: I am grateful for my
religious and spiritual inheritance, coming from a long line of Presbyterians. It has
shaped me religiously and culturally—it is
something that has been both frustrating
and comforting at the same time. It’s also
something I wrestle with. My inheritance
is one part of what has influenced me. Attending a Quaker school helped me from
an early age integrate the connection between social justice and spirituality into
my life. It also taught me the value and
importance of contemplation and reflection. In college, feminist, liberation, and
embodied theologies were really influential, as well as feminist Christian groups I
was part of. They helped me claim a faith
that empowered me to embody values of
compassion and justice in the world.
TC: What religion or practice has influenced your life the most?
KH: In terms of specific practices, one
of the practices that has been most influential during the past nine years has been
Zhineng Qigong, a tradition I now teach in.
While not a religious practice, it is deeply
spiritual for me as it has taught me how to
pray on the cellular level, without words.
It has also taught me how to live with a
greater sense of expansiveness, mystery,
acceptance, love, and grace.
TC: Having been chaplain for 11 years,
do you find there to be a large spiritual
community, or is it more of a niche environment?
KH: I think it’s somewhere in between, to
be honest. I think that most of the students
here would identify themselves as spiritual, and they seek it out in different ways.
I would venture to guess there’s a portion
who seek it through our [the chaplain’s]
office, or other faith tradition groups, or if
it’s through any of the interfaith dialogue,
art and spirituality, embodied practice
stuff we do. But there are other students
who, being in nature, connect through
hiking and different things, so it depends
on how you define “spiritual.” But it is an
active, vibrant part of the community, and
in different years it has a different personality and different needs, and the spiritual
needs of our community are as diverse as
the people are. I think there’s been a lot of
changes.
There are students who come from a specific tradition and stay with it the whole
time, there are students who come in with
a tradition and leave it all together, there
are some students who come in with one
tradition and leave with another. There
are students who come in with many traditions and some who come in with none,
but come in with the question, “how do I
create meaning in the world?” We can help
them find ways to do that.
There are many ways to talk about spirituality, but one of the ways is “how can
we be one with the world, and how can
we connect to our own heart?” There’s so
many ways to be present to what you consider sacred. My work here is to both help
students and be supportive.
TC: What have you noticed about religion and spirituality in Colorado Springs,

given it is a predominantly Christian
community?

me that has trouble comprehending violence, any type of violence.

KH: It’s interesting, because I’ve seen
[the predominantly Christian voice]
change throughout my 11 years, or maybe
that’s because I’ve changed. When I first
came here, Focus on the Family had a
much bigger dominance, in a way. They’re
still a very strong Evangelical Christian
dominance because there are still many
Evangelicals and still a lot of churches, but
Colorado Springs is much more religiously
diverse than people think; there’s a large
eco-spirituality community, there’s a large
Sikh community, a Muslim community,
Hindu community, and a smaller Jewish
community. I do think it can be a challenging place that is a non-majority, or has historically been considered non-majority.
But I don’t know if I can compartmentalize [the religious majority], because in the
Christian tradition, the dominant group
we think of is the Evangelical community,
but it’s actually much more diverse. There
are places that are inclusive, especially of
the LGBTQIA populations. I think if you
come—and you are Evangelical—to Colorado Springs you could find a lot of community, and I know it can be hard to not be
Evangelical Christian here, as well.

TC: With President Trump’s current
executive order shutting refugees, immigrants, and green card holders from various predominantly Muslim nations, how
do you think our community and world
can promote peace and tolerance in the
midst of this?

TC: Sunday night in Quebec, there was
a deadly shooting at a mosque that also
served as the city’s Islamic Cultural Center. What do you believe is perpetrating
people acting out of hate in fear of others’
religious beliefs?
KH: I think there’s a lot of ways to answer that. I think it has a lot to do with
fear, and fear is a powerful driving force.
I think there’s a lot going on currently that
encourages fear, and fear by its nature is
a way that disconnects us from ourselves,
from our own hearts at times, from each
other, from other concepts, and I think it’s
used a lot to create divisions. But I think
it’s interesting… I think religion is an easy
excuse. It’s hard to break down. I mean, it’s
one of those questions where you can analyze it in concrete facts, that in this current political climate, fear is divisive, and
people are scared. Is it fear of people losing their privilege? Do they feel something
is being taken from them? Is fear because
they come from a religious or political
community that does a lot of othering?
I have family in Northern Ireland, and
I think about the religious divisiveness
between Catholics and Protestants and
the complexity of how much economics
played in, how much politics played in,
how much rhetoric of this othering played
in.
I think what interests me, along with why,
is that we can analyze all we want, but then
the question of why it drives somebody, in
their heart, to do those things, is equally as
interesting to me. While I can analyze why
people act out of hate in fear of other’s religious beliefs, there is always some part of

KH: First, it’s incredibly racist and xenophobic and just very upsetting. We’ve seen
it so many times in history, which is also
very sad. I think there’s a couple ways to
answer that. One of the things I have to say
is, it’s the more we stay connected to ourselves, the more we find ways to connect
to our heart: the heart has its own language that our mind can control, but the
more ways we can find to come home—individually, collectively—through different
practices—meditation, walking outside,
or whatever that may be—the more we
can show up in the world and in the community more fully and more connected to
ourselves. Because I think when we lose
that connection to ourselves, we’re more
likely to other different groups of people
instead of doing the hard work in here.
Because in here, the heart, is one of the
hardest places to sit with, because there’s
so much happening there all the time, and
there’s a sense of fear of, “if I sit with it, am
I going to be overwhelmed? What might
come up?”
But stuff comes up and then it goes, and
one thing is, how do we stay connected to
ourselves? Because in terms of the long
haul of activism we might be in, there will
be different challenges that this administration brings. That’s not a practical answer on one hand, but on another, it is.
It’s important to come from a place that’s
connected instead of reactionary, so that
one thing. Another is, how do we learn to
listen? I believe activism is a means for
peace. I think one of the problems in academia is that it’s disembodied, so the head
is valued. And intellect is super important
in order to think critically and analytically,
but how do we bring that sense of analytical ability and merge it with our heart and
our sense of spirit?
It’s important for our community (individually and together) to engage in selfreflection around power and privilege:
systems and structures to engage in challenging intentional conversations such as
the ones the Butler Center offers and ones
related to Interfaith Dialogue coming out
of the Chaplains’ Office. We need to be
able to listen more deeply to each other,
including with our hearts.
TC: Do you believe that under the new
administration, our nation’s current trajectory of fear and hate can change?
KH: I don’t know if the administration
will change. On one hand, I hold things
as they are and how people tend to act,

but there’s an optimism in me. I hold optimism and realism together, which isn’t
always an easy place, so my hope is, as
we are seeing in different forms of protest
—and we have seen this before in different movements—people calling forth and
calling out injustice, and people choosing to embody their beliefs and to choose
different language and different rhetoric,
and that hope will continue to grow. We
can always work to change our own fear
response, but there is good reason why
people are afraid, and I don’t diminish
that at all, but we can work with our fear
and change it from it being paralyzing to it
motivating us to change our communities.
I want our fear to stop being paralyzing
and start being motivating.
I believe that love is stronger than all that
is wrong in the world and that its transformative power can empower people,
even in heartbreak and fear to transform/
change systems of domination. It is in
the current administrations best interest
for people to be afraid, and (again) there
are really good reasons to be afraid specifically for marginalized populations…
and, at the same time, there is the possibility to work with the fear, with the reaction to fear, in ways that can be helpful…
including to our nervous systems, which
can help us cultivate deeper capacity to
change this trajectory.
Finding ways to stay grounded is so important and spiritual practices (from all
types of traditions) are great resources.
TC: What are you personal goals in your
spiritual practices for the near future?
So I’d say right now, in the present moment, I’m very intentional. I have a daily
Qigong practice I’ve been doing for about
six years or so. I also practice heart-centered mediation. So I’m being very intentional about increasing the amount of
time I’m meditating to stay connected to
myself. I think in the chaos that’s happening right now, we need time to be disconnected from ourselves. I’m practicing being present, and that’s really important for
me to discern how I embody my spiritual
beliefs in the world in a way that’s authentic for me and has a sense of integrity.
Yes, I’m still connected to my religion,
and yes I’ve grown, so maybe I’m a lot like
CC students in terms of integrating different traditions.
TC: Do you believe people are inherently good?
KH: Being nurtured by the Quaker tradition, I do believe the light of the divine is
in everyone. I try to see the light in each
person, and so in that sense, I think we all
have the capacity. Some people would call
that naïve, but I do. I think as human beings, we try to do the best that we can.
But I’m saying this as someone who is
not currently being targeted, so I recognize that privilege.
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Pipeline Rally Mobilizes Colorado Springs Residents
Continued from the front page
Springs, and Ruthie Markwardt, representative for Showing Up for Racial Justice
(SURJ). The speakers emphasized the necessity of showing up, staying nonviolent,
and recognizing our land’s history.
“We are peaceful people. We are protectors,” said Gray. “We never, ever, respond
with violence or hate. Our movement must
stay rooted in love, rooted in prayer. We
will still be peaceful, we will stay prayerful, and we will defeat this pipeline.”
The keynote speakers were followed by
Dennis Apuan, former Colorado HD17
representative and founder of Colorado
Springs Council for Justice. His longer
speech touched on respecting the earth,
the implications of Trump’s recent actions, and how to proceed forward in the
fight for the earth.
“We must all work in defense of climate
progress,” said Apuan. “We must lobby,
write, and pressure U.S. Senators Michael
Bennet and Cory Gardner and Congressman Doug Lamborn to protect our climate
policies and block environmental roadblocks.”
Closing remarks were given by Ryan
Barry, local activist and president of Unite
Colorado Springs. He talked about transforming the U.S.’s relationship with in-

digenous people, converting our energy
system to renewable energies, and maintaining balance in all our ecosystems.
After the speeches, a six-block march
moved north on Nevada Avenue. To ensure everyone’s safety, people were sent
in waves of 40-50 people accompanied
by a marshal to stop cars as the protesters crossed the streets. The march continued west on Platte Avenue, then south
on Tejon Street, passing Acacia Park and
walking through downtown. The protesters then proceeded back to City Hall via
Kiowa Street.
The march received mixed reactions
from passersby. Some cars honked their
horns to show their support and solidarity, while others revved their engines to
intimidate or aggravate. One man shouted
obscenities at the protesters while buying
Girl Scout cookies with his daughter. Other pedestrians commented that the group
was intimidating and scary.
Nonetheless, the participants were not
deterred by the negative feedback. The
mood stayed positive and optimistic,
despite the uphill battle that their fight
entails. “To all of those who thought we
would go quietly into the night,” said Barry, “we have a clear message for you. We
are empowered, we are united, and we are
just getting started.”

Signs from the Pipeline Rally this past Saturday. Photos by Emily McBride
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Colorado College Men’s Hockey Bags One of Two on the Weekend
By DANIEL KRUEGER
For the Colorado College men’s hockey
team, last weekend’s match up against
North Dakota provided an opportunity to
play the defending national champion at
home in front of over 7,000 invested fans.
Just this last year, the Tigers were beaten
soundly in six games against North Dakota
by a combined score of 29-10. Though
North Dakota is undoubtedly not the
goliath they were last season, the 2016-17
matchup gave the Tigers a chance to prove
that they have improved from last year.
The Tigers have shown a proclivity for
scoring the opening goal in games, and
Friday night was no different. At the 9:36
mark in the first period, first-year forward
Kade Kehoe scored a goal that was assisted
by sophomore defenseman Ben Israel and
sophomore forward Trevor Gooch, who
returned to the lineup after breaking his
sternum and one rib. Later in the same
period, another first-year, forward Alex
Berardinelli, struck for his fifth career goal
at the 12:40 mark. Berardinelli fortuitously
intercepted a pass at the red line and then
rifled a shot past UND senior netminder
Matej Tomek to give CC a 0-2 lead.
The Tigers headed into the first
intermission with a 0-2 lead over one of
the most respected programs in all of
college hockey. But the Tigers knew that
UND would not go down without a fight,
and Head Coach Mike Haviland certainly
would have relayed that message to his
boys at intermission. Just as expected,
UND came out firing, and junior forward

Trevor Olson scored at the 4:34 mark in the
second period.
The Tigers held their 1-2 advantage until
the 14:41 mark of the third period, and then
lost the lead for good at the 17:14 mark. In
the end the final score read 5-2 in favor of
UND, but the Tigers could smell blood in
the water, they knew they just needed to
finish the game in Saturday’s rematch.
Following the game, I caught up with
sophomore forward Westin Michaud. “We
just need to finish tomorrow night. We
played good, solid hockey for the majority
of this game. We just can’t take our foot
off the pedal at the end next time,” said
Michaud.
Saturday’s game was a very different
story. First-year goaltender Alex Lerlerc
made a career-high 45 saves to lead the
Tigers to a 0-3 victory over the Fighting
Sioux. Leclerc was named the NCHC rookie
of the week as a result of his impressive
performance. The win snapped a 14-game
winless streak against UND in which the
Tigers were 0-13-1.
Senior forward Luc Gerdes also was
instrumental in the Tigers’ win, scoring a
goal and tallying an assist.
Michaud said he feels that this year’s
team has shown steady improvement.
“This year’s team has a lot of pride. Our
team knows what we are representing
when we are putting on the CC jersey every
day. We have taken great leaps in practices
and workouts to be the team we have been
this year and look forward to showing the

First-year netminder Alex Leclerc shut out the University of North Dakota on Saturday night, earning
him NCHC rookie of the week honors. Photo Courtesy of Casey B. Gibson

fans, students and alumni that CC hockey
is back to the program it once was,” said
Michaud.
With the win, the Tigers snapped a 10game home losing streak at the Broadmoor
World Arena. Though the Tigers were
outshot 45-20, they managed to keep the
puck out of the net all night long thanks not
only to Lerlerc, but also to a terrific penalty
kill. The Tigers finished the weekend series
9-9 on their penalty kill, a feat especially
impressive against UND, a team who has
been potent on the power play throughout
the year.

One impressive stat that has developed
over this year is that Colorado College
ranks fourth nationally in average total
attendance at 6,363 per game. Ironically,
the University of North Dakota ranks first
in the category with an average attendance
of 11,576, which is 2,000 over the second
most attended team, Wisconsin. And you
really can’t blame them, I mean what else
is there to do in North Dakota.
The Tigers are off this week, gearing up for
their matchups next weekend against their
historical rival and #2-ranked University of
Denver on Friday and Saturday.

Women’s Basketball Drops Weekend Games to SCAC Competition
By JOHN BUSH-JOSPEH
This past weekend the Colorado College
women’s basketball team took a trip to
sunny San Antonio, Tex., for a pair of games
against conference powerhouses Trinity
University and Schreiner University.
Trinity was ranked 16th in the nation
before the game, with just one loss on their
record.
“Going into the Trinity game, we knew
that they were going to be really good, so we
just wanted to go out there and compete,”
said first-year forward Evan Underbrink.
Despite a valiant CC shooting effort,
their third-best mark of the season with a
40.7 field goal percentage of 22 field goals
in 54 attempts, it still was not enough to
contain the now 12th-ranked team in the
NCAA, Trinity University. Trinity shot for a
45.7 field goal percentage, hitting 37 of 81
attempts.
Trinity took a commanding lead in the
first quarter after going on a 26-4 run.
Sophomore guard Casey Torbet led CC
with 12 points and five assists, while
first-year guard Jordan Meltzer and firstyear forward Evan Underbrink added
10 and seven points to the Tigers’ effort,
respectively.
“We had the opportunity to go against a
top-ranked team and I think it’s awesome
that we did a pretty good job on coming
together against a seriously really good
team,” said senior forward Korbyn Ukasick.

Sophomore guard Kaylyn Radtke and the Tigers were bested by Schreiner and Trinity in Texas over the
weekend. Photo Courtesy of Charlie Lengal

Defensively, the Tigers were led by junior
forward Nina Holley and first-year guard
Nia Duplain, who recorded eight rebounds
each. Unfortunately, Trinity’s early run was
too much to catch up to, with four separate
players score more than 10 points. With
a final scoring of 52-95, Trinity improved
to 17-1 on the season and 6-1 in the SCAC
with the win.
The Tigers didn’t have long to rest as

they had another game the following
night in Kerrville, Tex., against Schreiner
University. After the Mountaineers just
barely squeaked by CC last week in a
late comeback, the competition was
guaranteed to be fierce.
While the Tigers struggled to find rhythm,
Schreiner came out very aggressive from
the start. Schreiner’s early lead would
prove to be crucial as the Tigers had to

Men and Women’s Swim and Dive
Wednesday, Feb. 8 vs. SCAC 6 p.m.
hursday, Feb. 9 Women’s SCAC
Championships 10:30 a.m. , 12:30 p.m., 6 p.m.
hursday, Feb. 9 Men’s SCAC Championships
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Women’s Track and Field
Sunday, Feb. 5 vs. Colorado USATF Masters
Open, All Day

Up co m in g Fa ll Sp o r t in g Even ts
Men’s Basketball
Friday, Feb. 3 vs. Centenary College 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 4 vs. Austin College 1 p.m.
Women’s Basketball
Friday, Feb .3 vs. Centenary College 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 4 vs. Austin College 11 a.m.

claw back the rest of the game, trailing 2045 going into halftime.
The Tigers were led in scoring by
sophomore guard Payton Katich with eight
points, followed by Torbet with seven.
Ukasick and sophomore guard Kaylyn
Radtke led the defense with six rebounds
each.
Despite a late push by CC, Schreiner
managed to ride out their early lead
to deliver a tough loss to the women’s
basketball team, with a final score of 47-73.
However, the team did manage to commit
a season-low of 13 turnovers, while still
forcing Schreiner to commit 17 turnovers.
“It’s definitely nice now to be able to get
back to campus and get everyone healthy
again, and then start thinking about our
next game,” said Radtke.
“I think the way we banded together and
came back to practice today really says a
lot about the resilience of our team,” said
Ukasick. “Definitely ready and looking
forward to Centenary.”
The women’s basketball team will play
tonight at 5:30 p.m. against Centenary,
and Sunday, Feb. 5, at 11 a.m. versus
Austin College in Reid Arena this weekend
for their final home games of the season.
Wear your pink for Friday’s breast cancer
awareness game and come out early on
Sunday for a pre-game ceremony to honor
this year’s seniors.
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CC Roots Run Deep for Ockey
Sophomore forward maintains strong family ties while living out his dream
By SAMANTHA GILBERT
Colorado College is the perfect place to be a
Division I athlete while simultaneously having
many other aspects to your identity, according to
sophomore forward Tanner Ockey. Ockey, who
grew up in Canada skating daily, always dreamt
of playing collegiate hockey. But throughout the
course of his journey, a unique lifestyle and an
emphasis on family encouraged Ockey to acquire
a range of passions beyond the ice.
Ockey was raised Mormon, but not “molly
Mormon,” as in his family never it the “cookie
cutter image” of a Mormon family. Still, Ockey
grew up attending church, singing in the choir,
and abstaining from playing sports every Sunday.
It wasn’t until he started playing hockey competitively in his later teenage years that Ockey had to
break the “no sports on Sunday” rule. To this day
though, Ockey still goes to church on Sundays
and holds family commitment as one of his top
priorities.
Initially, when Ockey irst left the nest to play
juniors at the age of 17, being away from his family was diicult. Since coming to college, though,
Ockey has adjusted to being away, but still holds
family as something of vital importance to him.
In fact, family commitment is partially how
Ockey ended up at CC in the irst place. Ockey’s
grandfather played hockey for CC 50 years ago
and was a captain, no less, wearing #10 on his
uniform. Fast forward ive decades and now
Ockey skates the ice repping the same jersey and
the same number. “I was always interested in CC
because of my grandpa,” Ockey said. “But I never
thought I would actually play here.”
During Ockey’s second year of junior hockey
(he played three years in total—one during his
senior year of high school and two between high
school and college), while playing in the showcase tournament in Alberta, CC Assistant Hockey
Coach R.J. Enga stepped into the arena to scout
the tournament. Coincidentally, Enga, who was
wearing a Tigers sweatshirt, locked eyes with a
man wearing a CC cap, and the two raised their

Ockey batles for the puck along the boards in a game against the University of Denver. Although
hockey is a central part of Ockey’s identity, he says it’s not the only thing that defines him.
Photo Courtesy of Casey B. Gibson

eyebrows, gravitated towards each other, and began talking. he man in the cap turned out to be
Ockey’s grandfather. It was during this random
encounter that Enga found out about Tanner,
and immediately became interested in recruiting him. “[Coach Enga] thought it was pretty cool
when he found out my grandpa also played here
and I like the idea of having the alumni thing going on,” Ockey said. “So on the spot of meeting
R.J., I committed to coming to CC.”
Ockey enjoys that his grandpa attended CC 50
years ago, because he comes back to the school
to visit often. “It’s funny walking with him around
campus and seeing how much things have
stayed the same and how much other things have
changed,” Ockey said. “It’s also cool hearing his
stories and getting his perspective on life.”
he importance of family inspired Ockey’s
choice to play hockey at CC, and it also inspired
several other of Ockey’s passions. “I grew up ski-

ing with my immediate and extended family on
family vacations,” Ockey said. “So whenever I’m
on a ski hill, I forget about all other stresses and
am reminded of amazing memories with my
family.” For physical health reasons, the hockey
team has a strict ‘no skiing during season’ policy,
so Ockey always looks forward to the of-season
when he can join his friends on the mountains.
Beyond his love for skiing, Ockey also loves hiking, mountain biking, and playing music during
his free time: activities that are fair game when
he is training for hockey. One of Ockey’s favorite post-practice activities is playing guitar with
friends. “I don’t ever play for people, although I
always wished I did,” Ockey admitted. “I would
have liked to be in the concert venue but I think
nerves kept me from getting into it.”
Ockey’s love for music also comes from his
family. “My sister has been singing her whole
life,” Ockey said. “She’s actually an up-and-com-

ing country music artist in Nashville right now.”
His parents and his sister have been singing
around him his whole life, and they all sang in
church together every Sunday.
Ockey’s favorite genre of music is classic country, but when asked if that’s what he listens to before getting onto the ice, he laughed and shook
his head. “I prefer to listen to rock or EDM to get
me in a workout mood,” Ockey said. “But my favorite song right now is “Give it Away” by George
Straight.”
To add to Ockey’s well-roundedness, he is also
semi-luent in French. Ockey went to a French
immersion school from kindergarten through
sixth grade, then took French language class
through high school, and even signed up for
French at CC last year. “I can understand everything but I can’t speak luently,” Ockey said humbly. “But I could deinitely survive in France if I
had to.”
It’s this humble attitude that makes Ockey so
successful in life, according to Enga. “Tanner is
humble, hardworking, and appreciative,” Enga
said. “Because of this he receives a lot of respect
from people within the program.”
And Ockey deinitely loves the hockey program. “We are treated so well. I feel so lucky,”
Ockey said. “he feeling I get when I step on the
ice… it just feels like home.” To Ockey, the greatest single feeling is receiving a puck and scoring.
“It is like nothing else,” he said.
While Ockey adores hockey and hopes to play
professionally one day, he expressed interest in
other options as well. “I consider myself a hockey
player irst when I think about who I am, but I’m
much more than that too,” Ockey said. “If playing
hockey professionally doesn’t work out, I want to
work in the family company.”
More than anything else, making his parents
proud is Ockey’s #1 goal. “I’m so fortunate to
have parents that I can look up to that are selless,
generous, and inspiring,” Ockey said. “hey make
me want to be the best I can be.”

Junior forward John Hatch drives to the rim. Junior guard Eric Houska surveys the floor as he looks to pass. The Tigers dropped to 6-3 in the SCAC. Photos Courtesy of Joe Fusco and Charlie Lengal

Men’s Basketball’s Hot Streak Ends at Home
By COLE THOMPSON
he Colorado College men’s basketball
team toppled from the top of the SCAC
rankings after a pair of losses this weekend.
Friday night, a Trinity ofense led by junior
guard Matt Jones proved to be too much for
the tigers (7-12, 6-2 SCAC). CC was defeated
54-63 by Trinity (8-10, 3-4 SCAC) in San
Antonio, Tex.
he game began as a relatively even afair
with both sides ighting to put points on the
board. After junior guard Eric Houska sank a
three at 8:11 to shrink Trinity’s lead to three
at 15-12, the Tigers lost their magic. Cheered
on by an energetic home crowd, Trinity spent
the rest of the half on an 18-2 run, solidifying
a lead they would never surrender. he half
ended with Trinity holding a 14-33 lead.
In the second half, CC shook of their
stagnant play with an aggressive ofense,

outscoring Trinity 40-30. After an 8-0 run
with a minute left to bring the score to 58-52,
momentum was rising. However, Trinity’s
lead was too far out of reach and the game
ended 54-63, in Trinity’s favor.
here was, however, good news for the
Tigers as sophomore guard Jake Miller made
his return to the court after being sidelined
for 12 games by an injury sustained at UCCS
in late November. Miller inished the game
with three points and two steals during his 20
minutes on the court.
Houska stretched his impressive start into
a team high 13-point, ive-assist outing, while
irst-year forward Cooxooeii Black formed
another vital ofensive piece for CC, adding 13
points to the scoresheet. However, the Tigers
as a whole sufered throughout the game with
poor shooting, going only 33.9 percent overall

and 5-19 from the perimeter.
Saturday night the Tigers traveled to
Kerrville, Tex., to face of against irst-place
Schriener Univeristy (10-9, 7-1 SCAC). he
Mountaineers set the pace from the start,
claiming a quick lead and never looking
back. As a team, Schreiner shot a blistering 63
percent in the irst half and nearly 60 percent
for the game. Just over eight minutes into the
game, Schriener had built a 23-10 lead and the
Tigers were never able to recover.
CC was able to reel the Mountaineers back to
a nine point lead (41-32) by taking adavantage
of 11 turnovers. In the second half, with just
over 16 minutes to play, the Tigers brought
the SU lead to 46-40 after Houska made a pair
of free throws. However, the Mountaineers
wouldn’t miss their shots and the Tigers never
found the lead.

Junior forward John Hatch scored a teamhigh 26 points and Houska inshed with 17.
Schriener’s success was partly due to
their deep bench. he Mountaineers scored
44 points of the bench compared to the
Tigers’ 12. Junior forward Blake Kelley led
the Mountaineers with 19 points, and senior
forward Wes Miller wasn’t far behind with 14
points and ive assissts.
After two conference losses this weekend, the
Tigers are in a three-way tie for second place
in the SCAC with Southwestern University
and defending champion Texas Lutheran
Univeristy. Men’s basketball will be looking to
ind some momentum at its inal home games
this weekend against Centenary College and
Austin College tonight and Sunday. Tip-of
is at 7:30 p.m. against Centenary, and 1 p.m.
against Austin College in Reid Arena.
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National Treasures At Bargain Basement Prices
By ANNA GRIGSBY
When Ryan Zinke, the newly conirmed
secretary of the interior, was asked about
his views on climate change, he responded
with a heartwarming story about how he and
his family “ate lunch on Granola Glacier in
Glacier National Park and it receded during
lunch.” What Zinke lacks in logic he makes up
for in geologic vision. Now he heads an agency
that manages 80 million acres of national
parkland, 250 million acres of Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) land, and 700 million
acres of subsurface mining ‘land.’ he total
land area of Colorado is about 66 million acres
by comparison. he nagging question that
remains: Can we stop glaciers from receding
by skipping lunch?
No wait, that’s not the question. he
question is, will the Trump Administration sell
of public lands, or transfer them to the states?
If Congress were to make such transfers
“cost-free,” they would be easier than ever.
Utah congressman Rob Bishop bristled at the
idea that this change might bring about land
changing hands, calling it (the idea, not his
own logic) “bullshit.”
Could federal lands be turned over to the
states? Could we see condos circling Delicate
Arch? Natural gas wells in Canyonlands? Mesa
Verde Casino and Golf Resort? Hopefully not.
Even if the government chooses not to transfer

the land, however, that does not guarantee a
“win” for environmental groups and opposed
citizens. President Trump and Secretary Zinke
have both declared, in contradiction to past
statements, that it is in the country’s best
interest to keep public lands. Or, as Trump said,
he is opposed to the idea “because [he] want[s]
to keep the lands ‘great’”. Remember that his
cabinet is packed with oil and gas executives
with fracking and drilling interests. His views
are backed by Secretary Zinke. Federal lands
in Western states, speciically Alaska, may
soon be targets for increased mining, drilling,
fracking, etc. To paraphrase, why sell the cow
when you can drink the milk “for free” (after
Congress changes the deinition of “free” and
waives oil and gas royalty payments)?
Trump is already taking action. He put a
gag order on National Park Service staf in
response to inlammatory tweets on climate
change. He then announced that “the federal
government will hire no new employees or
contractors except for positions that agencies
deem necessary to meet national security or
public safety responsibilities.” he National
Parks in particular depend on seasonal
employees. In fact, there are typically 8,000
seasonal workers employed by the parks
and currently 437 full-time jobs posted, all of
which are in jeopardy unless the parks can be

re-purposed as bombing ranges.
I irst thought of the seasonal ireighters
employed by the Forest Service under the
USDA. Because those jobs are “deem[ed]
necessary to meet national security or public
safety responsibilities,” the Forest Service
is seeking clearance to move forward with
the hiring process. As far as safety and
maintenance go, the National Park Service
is already understafed and unprepared to
handle the 325 million visitors expected this
year. Park roads will close, along with visitor
centers, and maybe even entire facilities. he
hours of operation for facilities that remain
open will be reduced. he hiring freeze puts
people’s careers at risk, people who work
long hours to conserve and protect America’s
most treasured spaces. If they privatize the
parks, some employees would be re-hired at
minimum wage with no beneits, but that will
do more harm than good for those within the
park industry.
here are organizations ighting the
proposed changes. Maybe they won’t go
through, or maybe this is one of Trump’s
‘deals’: scare the public with a radical proposal
and then agree to settle for what he wanted all
along—more oil and gas. Rather than ighting
speciic legislation, it is more powerful to raise
awareness of the importance of protecting

public lands. Is it not only iscally responsible,
but also environmentally and morally wise.
Protect Our Public Lands is an organization
ighting legislative eforts to push for the
privatization of public lands. hrough social
media, news, and word of mouth, they want
people to ight for public lands alongside
them. here is also a petition featured front
and center on their website. Our American
Public Land is another organization that ofers
statistical information, newsletters, and ‘quick
facts’ for readers, sponsors, and activists. hey
spread awareness by citing relevant statistics
and scientiic research.
here are a multitude of organizations
working to garner public support for American
land and even more on the rise. For example,
every year since 2011, Colorado College has
distributed a seven-state survey that “explores
bi-partisan opinions in each state and for the
Rocky Mountain West region concerning the
conservation, environment, energy, the role
of government, trade-ofs with economics,
and citizen priorities.” here are countless
meetings to attend, phone calls to make, and
petitions to sign. Teddy Roosevelt is turning in
his grave, and now is the time to get involved
in opposing the legislation and executive
action that threatens to change our beautiful
wild land forever.

The Ahlberg Leadership Institute:
Where Students Learn to Become Leaders For Life
By HALEY COLGATE
“Outdoor Education builds on the mission
of the College by allowing students to
enhance their leadership skills, gain a sense
of stewardship, and engage in self-discovery
through experiential opportunities in the
outdoors.” –The Outdoor Education Mission
Statement
As demonstrated in the mission statement
above, leadership and initiative are central
to the success and solidarity of Outdoor
Education at Colorado College. As a result,
a great deal of emphasis is placed on the
Ahlberg Leadership Institute (ALI), which is
designed to prepare students to lead outdoor
recreation trips. he trainings are constructed
so the skills gained will transfer into life after
CC, while remaining applicable to leading
excursions as a student. Learning ideals such
as communication and problem solving in the
outdoors will be useful for leadership in any
other ield as well. Senior Ruthie Rabinovitch
spoke of learning how to balance being a
mentor and a peer simultaneously, and how it
is not usually taught by leadership programs,
but the ALI programs ensure it.
Five tracks of leadership are available through
ALI: backpacking, skiing, kayaking, rafting, and
climbing. he backpacking track is used as the
foundation for the others. Backpacking I, which
requires taking the Level I backpacking course,
getting certiied in basic CPR and irst aid
certiication, and participation on two Outdoor
Education trips, is necessary before one can
be certiied in any of the other tracks. After
that, a Level II certiication generally requires
becoming a Wilderness First Responder, taking
an additional class or classes, and gaining more
experience.
Backpacking I is the initial hurdle for most
CC students. Over 100 students attend the
trainings each year. Be that as it may, according
to Rachael Abler, Outdoor Education Specialist,
“Nearly twice as many candidates apply for the
Backpacking I training.” In the past, students
were placed on a irst come, irst serve basis.
his year, Abler said, positions were given to
those deemed best suited for the training, based
on an application. he goal was to ensure that
those who were most committed and excited

about the program were prioritized over those
who were merely following the crowd. he ALI
is looking to add additional trainings both this
year and next. However, because each training
is student led, this initiative relies on more
participation in the higher echelons of the
program.
Sophomore Sophie Redpath discussed
one possible obstacle in moving past level
I: Wilderness First Responder training. his
training is necessary because, due to the
remote nature of many favored trip sites
frequented by CC students and the need to
empower leaders to handle any situations,
many things could go wrong on outdoor
recreation trips. However, “WFR is a large
commitment, of both time and money,” said
Redpath. Nevertheless, a great deal of inancial
aid is available through Outdoor Education.
Students can receive up to 50 percent of the
cost in inancial aid. In addition, because three
WFR trainings are ofered at once, the course
costs less at CC than at many other places.
Abler stressed that more support and
opportunities are available than students
tend to realize. he professionals who work
in the ORC are available to help students plan
and achieve their goals, whether they want
to move through the ALI ranks, learn more
about outdoor recreation, or develop speciic
skills. he ALI aims to allow students with a lot
of experience to help teach those candidates
that come to the program with little or no
experience. he Outdoor Education Program
at CC is unique in that way; not only are
programs and trips student-led, but they are
student-inspired, and can even be planned by
students.
he Outdoor Education staf welcome
feedback and love receiving more information
from students about what they are looking for
and what they like about the program. Abler
asserted repeatedly that you do not have to
be a irst-year to get involved. If one does not
get placed on a training, they can still come to
events, trips, and clinics, just drop by the OEC
(Outdoor Education Center), or even join the
Outdoor Recreation Committee (ORC) email
Listserv. here is always something going on in
Outdoor Education here at CC.
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How Gap Years Can Prepare You For College:
A Semester in Patagonia
By CONNOR NOLAN
In the fall of 2014 I was hit with the college
process. here’s a lot of hype about college; it’s
a big decision, it is where you will be living and
learning for the next four years. During the
application process I was excited to prepare
for the next chapter of my life, but I felt kind
of lost. hen I discovered the concept of a gap
year. When I threw the idea out to my family,
friends, and mentors, they all gave me the
same response: “Looking back, I wish I took a
gap year…I didn’t know what I was doing at all
my irst year of college.” After several months
and many reiterations of the Common App
passed, I decided to defer from Colorado
College and apply for semester in Patagonia,
South America with NOLS.
he decision to take a gap year was not an
easy one. For the irst few weeks while I was
still at home, awaiting my many lights to the
Southern hemisphere, I couldn’t help but feel
a little isolated. Everyone else was of making
new friends at school and adjusting to a
diferent phase of life. I was at home, checking
my packing list for the 14th time, making sure
I was prepared for the next three months.
Eventually, the start of the NOLS semester
program came and I boarded my light. I said
goodbye to my family, friends, my phone, and
set of into the unknown.
he course was challenging, and there
were some days that pushed everyone on
the team to their limits—both mentally and
physically. Despite the challenges, I can say
with 100 percent certainty that I would have
never learned what I learned abroad in a
traditional classroom. I spent over 80 days
in the backcountry, during which I didn’t
shower, I dug a hole for a toilet, and I lived
out of a backpack. For gap year programs or
semester programs like NOLS, I think that
learning to live of the basics is an important
life skill. Deciding what to pack did not seem
daunting until I realized that I had to live out
of my backpack, and knew that whatever I
needed to survive and thrive would come out
of that bag.
One memorable day of my gap year was
when our NOLS team hiked about 1,000
meters up from the valley loor to the edge
of the snowpack. he terrain was thick bush.
If you have never been to Patagonia, let me
share a little wisdom with you: it is not harm
from animals you need to worry about; it is
the bushes that will get you. hey are dense
and full of sharp thorns, and seem to block
your path in the most inconvenient ways.
We had a fresh ration in our packs, weighing
in at about 70 pounds on each of our backs.

Every few feet we would slip and slide in the
slushy terrain. It was an uphill battle that,
to this day, I am proud of. When we inally
made it to camp that night, we realized that
everybody in our team had gotten moderate
hypothermia from the grueling, snowy day.
We were then tent-bound for about two days
while it snowed over four feet every 24 hours.
he weather had come out of nowhere. None
of us knew we were going to be facing such
conditions when we woke up.

I did not just learn technical skills on NOLS,
I learned how to be a better person, how
to be a peer, and how to deal with struggle.
Adversity is something you have to put up
with in the outdoors. You’re always going
to face adversity, whether it’s on a day hike
or a three-month long expedition. he only
thing you can do is best prepare yourself for
it mentally, and embrace it when it happens.
I learned how to face adversity, I learned how
to deal with humility, and I deinitely learned

curiosity and optimism.
I didn’t have a plan for the rest of my gap
year before going into my fall semester.
But thankfully, throughout my time in the
outdoors, I got an idea for how I wanted to
spend the rest of my year. I found inspiration
and purpose. Over the remainder of the
year I backpacked in Spain, worked as a liftoperator at Crystal Mountain in Washington,
and took a Wilderness EMT course. I got realworld experience working at a ski resort fulltime, I got to see the cities and countryside
of Spain, and I got to learn applicable
emergency medicine for both the outdoors
and indoors. In each and every aspect of
my gap year, whether on my NOLS course
or working a job or learning in a traditional
classroom environment, I found new energy
and purpose that I do not think I ever would
have known was there if I had jumped straight
into college.
So what made me decide to do it? Simply put,
I wasn’t ready for college—I wasn’t motivated.
At the time, I was 18, and I realized I was only
going to college once and if I were going to do
it, I was going to do it right. I did not want to go
into my irst year with no motivation to do my
work, no stimulating energy from high school.
On a more philosophical level, I wanted to
expand my horizons. I thought to myself, “I
do not know much about this world, and I am
young, but I know I want to explore as much of
it as I can.” I feel that a gap year is a great tool
to not only take time for yourself to mentally
adjust, but to expand your knowledge in an
untraditional way, a way that can take place in
the mountains of Patagonia with no Wi-Fi and
no books, just guides and maps and peers.
It is important to ask ourselves why we do
what we do. What makes us go to school every
day? What makes us go to work every day?
here does not have to be an end goal, but
along the way there must be some purpose.
While I cannot say that I always know what
I am doing, my gap year gave me an outlet
to learn about myself, my interests, and
the world. Most importantly, my gap year
prepared me to take on college with a fresh
perspective and a sense of purpose that I
would not have had otherwise.

Above: A NOLS semester student picks away at
the ice on top of the Cordón Soler glacier. Below:
A pair of kayakers in an inlet off of Isla Magdalena in the South Pacific Ocean. Bottom Left and
Right: A NOLS team trekking through the Aysen
region of Patagonia. Photos Courtesy of
Connor Nolan

February 3, 2016

Life

11

The Catalyst

CORNERSTONE ARTS WEEK:
“Is it Me, For a Moment?”
By JONATHAN TIGNOR
Amidst a political era that seems to find
the fine arts dispensable, the Cornerstone
Arts Initiative has transformed Cornerstone
into a creative Xanadu. For their 15th
annual event, Cornerstone will provide
an imaginative space featuring various
art performances, lectures, exhibits, and
films. This wide array of media comes from
students and professionals alike, and it
aims to reflect the heart of a specific theme.
Interestingly enough, The Who (you

know, the English rock band), were rather
instrumental in this year’s theme: “Is it Me,
For a Moment?” The theme is a reference
to lyrics from their song “Dr. Jimmy” from
their 1973 album, Quadrophenia. It truly is
a beautiful moment in the song when they
ask, “Is it me? For a moment, the stars are
falling, the heat is rising, the past is calling.
Is it me, for a moment?” Through the lens
of this theme, Cornerstone Arts Week seeks
to explore how different artists experience

or interpret a moment in time.
But just what is a moment, and what can
one contain? At what point does a moment
cease to be the present? These questions
have no clear or definite answers, of course.
So, as expected, the artistic products of this
theme have been exceptionally unique
and diverse in format, not to mention
diverse in content. Cornerstone Arts
Week includes the collaborative work of
multiple departments, such as Theatre and

Dance and the I.D.E.A. Space. “This is the
time where most of the art departments
on campus work together to make stuff
happen,” said senior Sophia Capp, one of
the event curators.
In addition to student artists and
performers, Cornerstone will also display
the work of guest artists such as JoAnn
Verburg and Miranda July, as well as that
of Colorado College Professors like Steven
Hayward and Ryan Banagale.

For the next month or so, the I.D.E.A.
Space will be the home of Verburg’s
photography project, titled “After Before.”
Her photographs focus on “the perils
and seductions of consumerism” and its
impact on global water systems. Using
objects found in the famous canals of
Venice, Verburg captures scenes of waste
and pollution. However, in a second set of
images she expands the scenes to give them
new meaning. Her work defamiliarizes and
reacquaints viewers with commonplace
items in a transformative way.
Unlike Verburg, July’s medium is more
film oriented. July is known as an awardwinning film maker and best-selling author.
Her work is both incredibly insightful and
humorous; the screenings of “Lost Child!”
(a look inside the mind of Miranda July)
and her comedic drama, “Me and You and
Everyone We Know,” are sure to evoke both

laughter and thought. She is certainly not
someone to miss.
Based on their collaborative podcast,
professors Hayward (English) and Banagale
(Music) will host Critical Karaoke: an
evening of music, insight, and banter about
the music that inspired this year’s theme.
Normally their podcast also includes Idris
Goodwin (Theatre), but unfortunately he
will be absent for this event. Nonetheless,
Capp added, “It will still be great . . . I think
it’s a really cool collaboration of some of
the best professors here.”
However, the event that is the most
reflective of the theme seems to be the event
curated by Capp: “Moment to Moment:
A Student Art Experience.” According to
Capp, the event focuses on the question,
“how can you change someone’s mind
in the span of a moment?” The showcase
featured a plethora of different student

projects—Lukey
Walden’s
paintings
adorned some of Cornerstone’s railed
walkways, several dancers performed in
the open space outside Celeste Theatre,
Catherine Sinnow crafted a narrative
around old photos from a Greek wedding,
and so much more. While they were all
radically different in both medium and
content, each piece explored the elements
and expression of a moment.
All of the events during Cornerstone
Arts Week are open and free to the public,
meaning townies are just as welcome
as students to experience these artistic
moments on campus. Though given the
recent political climate and the common
conception of Colorado Springs residents,
some students may be skeptical of mixing
our communities. But they shouldn’t be!
“I think it’s really important that we know
our neighbors,” said Capp. “I think people

judge Colorado Springs pretty quickly from
its reputation . . . but there’s a massive
community of people who love the arts.”
“I think now more than ever is a time to
create for community gathering,” Capp
continued. “If an event provides different
outlets for different groups of people, that’s
important . . . But it’s great seeing people
come together and just talk.” In this sense,
this week couldn’t have come at a better
time. Unfortunately, there has been growing
intent to defund humanities and decrease
the role of fine arts in schools. Luckily for
students and the community surrounding
CC, the environment is rather constriction
free—there are dozens of opportunities
to experience the arts. “We’re in a sort-of
tumultuous time, whether that’s politically,
culturally, or however you interpret that,”
said Capp. “But [going to art shows] is a
form of action. Go, go see art.”

Photos by Daniel Sarch É
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1,600 CC Students Dance the Night Away at Winter Ball 2017
By ZASCHA FOX
Winter Ball, Colorado College’s most formal occasion, has
traditionally been one of the school’s most popular organized
events. Taking place towards the beginning of Block 5, the ball
provides students with a chance to dress in their inest formal
attire, get bussed to an of-campus venue, and share a night out
with their friends. While CC students generally adopt a casual
style that follows them to events such as Blues ‘n’ Shoes and
Llamapalooza, Winter Ball provides student the change to get
dressed up for a special night each year.
Sophomore hockey player Gregg Burmaster said “we should
have more formal events at CC,” although RLCA staf member
Bethany Grubbs stated that “she’s not looking to add more
formal events to the calendar.” Burmaster continued, “I know a
lot of guys who enjoy getting dressed up and going out, whether
it’s for a ball or for something else. Being on a sports team, we
have a lot of events where we get to wear costumes and it’s
really fun. Having a formal event isn't like anything else—it’s not
like just going out to a party since it’s something more to look
forward to.” Burmaster and sophomore Annie Bronfman both
emphasized their desire for one more formal event on campus,
either in the fall or during the spring blocks.
However, Bronfman added that the “once-a-year thing does
make the whole event seem more special.” Bronfman also
added that an event like Winter Ball is “something that only a
small liberal arts college can do,” since there was such a high
percentage of overall student attendance. Grubbs reported an
approximate head count of 1,600 students at the door. Grubbs,
who has worked at CC for over seven years, has seen Winter Ball
grow and lourish in her role as planner.
During her irst year at CC “the attendance was very limited
because we only rented one ballroom and had to stay within
its capacity, which made it tough for staf to manage and tough
for students who didn't get tickets in time. Even prior to that, I
believe Winter Ball was an event students had to pay for; but
thanks to the student activities fee and the addition of another

ballroom, it’s now open to all students,” Grubbs said.
he diverse group of students who attend Winter Ball makes
for a fun and inviting atmosphere. First-year Daniel Sarché, who
photographed the event had the “unique perspective of being
outside the bubble of the crowd.” From his objective perspective,
Sarché observed, “everyone really is in their own little awesome
world. I saw people sharing moments of love, friendship, and
afection that, were I a regular guest, I just wouldn't have taken
the time to notice.” hrough his photography, Sarché was able

to capture students in their formal wear. “Being casual about
dress strikes me as a pretty major part of the CC culture,” he
commented. “It’s great, but as freeing as it is to be in a school
where people more or less can dress however they like, it’s still
so much fun to have the chance to dress to the nines for a night.”
“My friends looked ine as hell. And so did I,” one anonymous
source commented. CC has made numerous advances in
recent years to help more people feel welcome at Winter Ball.

hrough her oice, Grubbs conducted a survey last summer
“aimed to ind out if there were demographic populations that
didn’t feel a sense of belonging at Winter Ball. Results showed
that most people felt welcome, but we still had a sense that the
people in attendance at the event weren’t fully representative
of our student body.” Since CC as a community places so much
importance on inclusion, Grubbs and her supervisor Yolany
Gonell, Director of Residential Life and Campus Activities,
“tried to make it clear that all were welcome and all were invited.
[Gonell] encourages me to constantly look at the engagement
of underrepresented students and how I can increase a sense of
welcome,” Grubbs said.
CC’s emphasis on inclusion did not go unnoticed at this year’s
dance. Sarché observed that “there weren't really walllowers”
at Winter Ball. “At a high school or a middle school dance, you
get used to seeing people who are really embarrassed to join
the crowd, and just sit against a wall without talking to anyone.”
Burmaster added that the biggest diference between CC’s
Winter Ball and dances he attended while visiting the University
of New Hampshire was that at CC, almost the whole school (over
75 percent of the student body) attended, which simply isn't
possible at a much bigger school. “Everyone I saw was really
having a good time. he overall vibe I caught was that people
were there to have fun, and they didn't care who saw. I caught
lots of crazy expressions and whatnot in my photos, and (as
cliché as it might sound) a lot of smiles” Sarché commented.
Taking photos throughout the night, he was able to watch
people on the dance loor and take candid shots. “he bigger the
crowd around you, I guess, the less self-conscious you become.”
Kicking of second semester on a high note, Winter Ball
provided a “welcoming, fun environment” that made everyone
feel included. Even irst-year students felt as though the event
lived up to the hype they’d heard from older students. Sarché
thought it had “most everything good events should: late night
breakfast, a jazz band, and not one, but two dance loors. Perfect.”

Hop-Ed: Storybook Brewing Company
By BRANDON MARCUS & CHRISTOPHER BIRTCH

• Storybook Brewing Company •
Storybook Brewing Company opened its doors just over two
years ago. Storybook’s founder is an experienced home-brewer
who dreamt of opening his own brewery for many years. After
conducting research across the globe from Germany to Brazil,
he poured his heart and extensive brewing knowledge into Storybook. Like many breweries, Storybook aims to brew classic
styles of beer with interesting and local ingredients.
A true family business, this brewery has worked to become part
of the Colorado Springs community and craft beer scene in Colorado. Storybook solely focuses on beer, has a friendly staf, and
is frequently visited by food trucks. he brewery’s atmosphere is
mellow, with comfortable wooden tables and a shelf of games by
the door, while the enticing ambiance provides customers with
a pleasant place to relax or get work done with a beer in hand.

Review of Flagship Styles:

#1: Gnomish Beer Goggles
[APA: 6.6% and 54 IBU] With a cloudy, golden-amber color and
a light head, this beer shouts, “drink me!” he aromas are faint
though sweet, with notes of honey and hops. Initially hoppy in
lavor, the taste is followed by a gentle and sweet inish. he beer
has a medium body, lively carbonation, and a vibrant wholesome mouthfeel. Gnomish Beer Goggle is very drinkable and
leaves you wanting more. Just shy of an IPA, this beer is worth
checking out for its diverse lavor proile.

#2: Little Red’s Rocking Ale
[APA 6.1% and 27 IBU] his red ale has a brilliant copper color
and a strong head. Faint aromas of caramel malts and toasted
hops provide a delicate, sweet scent. his beer has been ine-

tuned over many diferent brews to make it very drinkable for
a red ale, yet still contains a distinct lavor proile. he malt lavors are delicate, but not overwhelming. It has a full body, lively
carbonation, and a long malty sweet inish. he malt lavors are
complemented by hops, that make this smooth red ale.

#3: Für Lisa Kölsch
[[5.7% and 20 IBU] With a bright straw-golden color and a
subtle white head, this beer pops out at you. With an almost
non-existent scent, this beer has a grainy malt lavor, typical of
a Kölsch style. It has a lively carbonation, medium body, and a
good amount of citrus nodes hidden within the lavor proile. A
quick, sweet, and refreshing inish makes this a light, gentle, and
tasty beer for any occasion. Although it is fairly one-dimensional
on the palate, the lavor is crisp. he blending of a Vienna style
beer with a German style beer allows the brewer to bump the
ABV up higher than other varieties of this style.

#4: Java Dragon on Nitro
[6.0% and 30 IBU] his porter is also available in a CO2 pour,
although the nitro option is quite distinct and adds another dimension to the beer. his beer is carbonated with nitrogen, producing a higher carbonation level, which brings forth a milky,
frothy taste and texture. he Java Dragon has a dark brown, even
opaquely black color.
he aroma has strong and easily identiiable chocolate, espresso, and cofee malt notes. he brew has a persistent head, due
to nitrogen carbonation, and the cofee malt lavor continues to
emerge as you sip the beer. he mouthfeel is creamy with a light
carbonation, and the inish is persistent with lingering cofee
and chocolate lavor.

Where to Drink
he Storybook taproom is located just north of campus of

Photo By Phillip Engh

of Fillmore Street at 3121 N. El Paso St. he taproom provides
a relaxing experience with knowledgeable staf. Besides a nice
place to spend an evening with friends, a lot of unique styles of
beer are available.
hese include the Angel Feather brown ale, the Tessella Mosaic
IPA, the Ora et Labora braggot (sour style), the Beer Rootbeer
Beer brown ale, the Last Strawberry wheat beer, the Alternate
Awareness Abbey II dubbel, and the Kilhaven Wee Heavy Scottish ale. We recommend checking this brewery out to support a
small local business.
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Throwing It Down with Greg Marshall
By MEG DeMARSH
Greg Marshall is a familiar face in the Arts & Crafts
Department. As the clay instructor at Colorado College for 17
years, Marshall is a staple to the program. Due to the increasing
popularity of the pottery adjunct, students line up to claim a
spot in his class. Yet the rising demand, coupled with the
studio’s limited space, caps the classes at 10 students. Marshall
commented on his contribution to the department and this
growing interest.
***
The pottery studio is tucked away in the lower level of Worner.
Nestled between the bookstore and the mailroom, many pass
by its doors every day. Those who do visit the studio find a
welcoming space filled with wheels, music, and student work.
Marshall’s years of professional experience and encouraging
attitude continue to bring students to the program.
“I first got into pottery when I was in college,” Marshall
explained. “I was going to school in Oregon, and I needed
another class just to have enough credits for that semester.
I had always been interested in art, but I also really hadn’t
done much in art. I was looking through the course catalogue
and saw Ceramics I.” Following subsequent classes, Marshall
considered pursuing art education. Although his plan was to
become a professional potter, he hoped to develop the quality
and style of his own work prior to entering the field.
During his senior year of college, a student teaching job at a
local high school changed his perspective. “I hated it,” Marshall
said. “I was so enthusiastic about pottery that I thought that
enthusiasm would rub off on the students. It was an unrealistic
outlook.” He described the students as disrespectful and
destructive. It effectively turned him away from teaching.
Marshall worked for 30 years as a professional potter and
studio owner before returning to art education. CC’s student
body was a welcome change. The difference from high school
teaching? Students choose to spend their time in the studio.
This creates an environment of positivity and inclusivity. “We
basically just hang out together and make pots, and while
we’re doing it we discuss anything and everything,” Marshall
said. He continues to work professionally and sells his work in
a Manitou Springs gallery.
He described his role as, “somewhere in between a parent
and a professor.” Marshall continued, “I have a very interesting
relationship with the students because I’m not a professor,
they don’t get any credit for taking classes here. It’s something
that they do for their own enjoyment or to learn something
new. And so they don’t demand on me for a grade.” This close
relationship is valued by both Marshall and his students.
“Greg’s the man!” said student teacher Nora Watkins.
Marshall and Watkins each teach one section of Beginning
Wheel Throwing. The Arts & Crafts Department also offers
open studio for more advanced potters. Marshall provides oneon-one assistance to the students in open studio. Otherwise,
the adjunct ensures open access to the studio and materials.
“It’s open all the time,” said student and studio assistant Jaysha

Schwindt. “I can go whenever I want. If I ever feel the need to
throw some pottery at 2 a.m., I can.”
From even a short visit, the studio generated an infectious
creative energy. Students crave the time spent in this innovative
space. “I love having the creative outlet from my regular block,”
said pottery student Addie Knight. “It's a well-needed break
from the hectic schedule of the Block Plan.”
And the word has spread. As the pottery adjunct grows
in popularity, so does the line to claim a spot. Marshall has
noticed this demand, particularly in the last couple of years.
There are approximately 45 students that have access to the

morning until sign-ups started at 8 a.m.” Similar stories flood
the department. Students are devoted to claiming one of the
few spots for themselves.
About a year ago, students started placing their shoes in front
of the Worner desk to hold their space in line. Although many
students stayed in Worner with their shoes, some returned to
their room until the 8 a.m. sign up; a change was necessary.
“The students came up with this idea that you had to be
attached to your shoes some how,” said Marshall. “So, they
come up with this idea of running a string from your shoes, like
you could be on the coach over there as long as a string went

studio each block. Due to their small studio space, this is as
many as the department can accommodate.
“We’re just kind of maxed out here in terms of the space we
have,” Mashall explained. “Each student in open studio gets a
cubby where they keep their clay, where they keep their pots.
We have a lot of things that are getting ready to be built, getting
ready to be glazed. We are just maxed out in terms of space,
so we really can’t expand anymore, in terms of allowing more
people in.” Students have noticed as well. “We work well with
what we have,” said Schwindt.
The Monday of fourth week is the Arts & Crafts sign up in
Worner. Due to limited class size, some students wait in line for
over four hours to claim a spot. “The sign up process, especially
for pottery, has gotten pretty competitive,” explained Watkins.
“Last year, the earliest I had to get up to get into open studio
was 5 a.m. but this year people have been sleeping in Worner
all night to get a spot.”
“I woke up at 3:30 a.m. to get there and sit in line so I could
be positive that I would get in the class,” said Knight. “I was
the first one in line, and other people came throughout the

Photos By Austin Halpurn

from where you were to your shoes. I saw some pictures from
the last sign up; It looked like a spider web.” The department
now provides a spool of twine for the students.
Although there are no current plans to improve the sign up
process or expand the studio, there has been discussion in
the past. The suggestion of a lottery was met with some strong
opposition.
“While [the sign up] is kind of crazy, it also ensures that the
people who are getting the slots are the ones most dedicated
to the program,” said pottery student Zascha Fox.
Arts & Crafts sign ups for Block 6 are Feb. 13. With a track
record of late nights and early mornings, Worner is bound to
be a popular location. Yet Marshall remained humble. “It’s
just a fun place to hang out,” he said.
“This is my 17th year and I still love it. I love coming to work
everyday. I think I’ve got a great job. It’s just great spending
my days making pots and hanging out with students. You
really can’t beat it.”

Robert Lee Knight: the Business Behind Sunday Night Bowling
"Life is too short to be stressing while you're bowling!"
By BECCA STINE
Robert Lee Knight, the manager of Peak
Bowling Center, the ‘highest rated bowling alley
in Colorado Springs' is a 55-year-old native
Coloradan. "I never asked to be manager," he
said as he began to speak of his successes in the
world of bowling, "I just became one." After four
and a half years working at Classic Bowl, and
many previous years managing and working
at bowling alleys in Colorado, Knight began
working at Peak Bowling center in 1998. "So my
first Sunday here I was basically supposed to
work the night shift,” he said. “I was going to be
here till midnight, and once the league was over
at 9, I noticed that from 9-11p.m. there was zero
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people, and so I closed the place early... couldn’t
handle it, you know, with zero people here, so I
went home and told my wife. She was like you're
home early! And I go, 'next week there's going
to be dollar bowling, it’s gonna be dollar game
dollar shoes,' and she goes, 'you know they'll fire
you,' and I'm like, 'well honey at least you know
why I'm getting fired'” he laughed. “So the next
week I did dollar bowling dollar shoes." Knight
credited three students from Colorado College
who helped him get his Sunday nights started,
"and then it built." I later spoke to Damian,
one of these CC grads who still makes an effort
to bowl every Sunday from 9 p.m. on. "He still

comes here," Knight said. "He used to come
every week, but now with his job he comes every
once in a while, but I know he wears a size 8
shoes, I have them ready for him when he comes
up." Knight’s high regard for Damian extends
towards the greater CC community. "Colorado
College is pretty neat,” he said as he talked about
the night he had over 100 CC students show.
“They [the students] have always been really
good to me, so I take good care of them." Over
the years, CC students have taken advantage of
Knight’s Sunday night bowling as it continues to
grow and succeed. "At first I started dollar shoes,
dollar bowling from 9-midnight," he said, "but
now it goes until 1 in the morning! It's so busy…
the house is so full." Dollar game, dollar shoes,
however, were only the beginning for Knight.
"After a while I noticed people were coming in
large groups, so I started giving a free game for
large groups...I'd give you a free game, you know,
for appreciation." But Knight didn't stop there.
"Then I thought, I'm gonna go outside the box a
little further. You bring me a large group of 10 or
more, the following Sunday you're bowling for
free. You get free shoes, free bowling."
"Yeah I just started it, I didn’t ask for
permission," Knight said about his Sunday
night additions to Peak bowling. The barkeep
told Knight that it is easier to ask for forgiveness
rather than permission, and Knight said he liked
that, "except that I don't even ask for forgiveness.
I've had other bowling centers that have asked
me to work for them, and I'm like 'Can I do this?
No. Can I do this? No. Can I do this? No. Well,
Peak Bowl doesn’t do that to me, they basically
let me go outside the box, and the bosses don’t
come around on Sundays, they just let me run it."
Knight is not only a successful and resourceful
businessman, he is also an accomplished

bowler. "I started when I was four years old," he
said. "My dad took me when I was four years old,
and my first game was zero, but back then they
hadn't invented bumpers yet, so uh, I can use
that for my defense. I was asked, are you gonna
bowl again? And you know, most kids would say
no I'm gonna go play air hockey or whatever. I
said no I'm not gonna quit, I'm gonna shoot 300.
I've had over 21 300s." Knight has been bowling
for 51 years now, and has extended his love for
bowling beyond the sport itself. He talked about
a figurine given to him by his mother. "[It's]
this little nut with a bowling pin, and it says
'I'm a bowling nut.'[I] got a little carried away
with that, and now I have a bowling museum
with collections. I deal with over 45 countries.
I've had people come from Australia to see the
museum. I've been on television with it," he said.
To collect his museum artifacts, Knight said, "I
go into a bowling center that’s like 200-300 years
old. I get more excitement out of that than I do
shooting a 300!" Knight talked about being in
these basements for hours, digging out bowling
balls that haven't been seen or touched for over
100-200 years. "I go in the crawl spaces, and the
owners will say there are two kinds of people
that go in our basements: plumbers and crazy
people," he laughed.
To CC students, Knight said: "You've kept me
here, you know. If the Sunday night would have
stayed empty like it did 9 years ago, I would be
somewhere else, but it’s full and CC is a big part
of that. I love your sport. Colorado College has
always been there, and I always say before you
guys graduate, you know, plant a seed with your
other CC students." As it neared 9 p.m. and the
music in the background grew louder, Knight left
me with some final words, "Life is too short to be
stressing while you're bowling!"
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The Dire Straits of Deportation
By MAX KRONSTADT
In 2012, a few months after his brother was
gunned down by gang members, José Marvin
Martínez, age 16, left Honduras on a journey
north to the United States. A year later, while
working as a mason’s assistant, Martínez was
detained by a border patrol agent in Laredo,
Tex. In August of 2014 he was deported back
to Honduras. Four months later, Martínez
was found dead, murdered in a drive-by
shooting. He was 20 years old.
Martínez was one of over 11 million undocumented immigrants in the United States
that have become the center of a heated debate over who deserves to stay in the U.S.,

pen to them if we force them to leave?” he
answer to the second question isn’t pretty.
Sending people back to parts of Mexico and
Central America can amount to sending civilians into a war zone, which is entirely unethical and may lead to thousands of deaths.
El Salvador and Honduras, the home coun-

Rather than ask, “Do
they deserve to stay?” we
should be asking, “What
will happen to them if we
force them to leave?”

and who deserves to be kicked out. Many
supporters of Donald Trump have rallied behind the idea that expelling undocumented
immigrants will solve many of our nation’s
problems. On the other hand, many Democrats have pushed back by airming their
belief in the power of immigration, reminding people that the U.S. is “a nation of immigrants.”
Notably missing from either side of this
debate is a discussion of what will happen to
the millions of immigrants Trump plans to
deport. Rather than ask, “Do they deserve to
stay?” we should be asking, “What will hap-

tries of about one million undocumented U.S.
residents, were two of the most dangerous
countries in the world in 2016. El Salvador’s
murder rate was 81.2 people per 100,000. In
Honduras, it was 59. As a point of reference,
the “murder rate” in war-torn Syria, calculated using the total death toll, was 91.1 per
100,000 in 2016.
While Mexico, the home country of over
half of the undocumented immigrants cur-

they are aware of 83 recent U.S. deportees
who were murdered upon their return to El
Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala alone.
Large-scale deportations of migrants from
Mexico and Central America will almost certainly result in thousands of deaths.
he wave of migrants that came pouring
across the U.S. border in 2014 and 2015 was
largely due to this pandemic of violence. he
journey from Central America to the U.S. involves dangerous river crossings, freight train
rides through parts of Mexico dominated by
drug cartels, countless nights in run-down
shelters, and often hundreds of miles of walking through the desert. he amount of migrants who decide to embark on this journey
northward is indicative of how dire the situation in their home countries has become.
Once deported, it takes immigrants a minimum of eight years to apply for legal residence and to be re-admitted into the U.S. To
believe that this is the process most deported
immigrants will go through to re-enter is
hopelessly naïve. Many of them marry, have
children, and settle into communities during
their time in the U.S. hough they are not safe
in their home countries, they will be forced to
re-embark on the long, perilous journey they
took to get here in the irst place and many
Illustration By Charlotte Wall will die in the process.
If we are going to have an honest conversaTijuana, Mexico’s “most dangerous city,” the tion about deportation and illegal immigration, we must acknowledge that, by sending
murder rate is 53.5 per 100,000.
he story of José Marvin Martínez is not people back to Mexico or Central America,
unique. he Guardian has followed cases of we are sentencing many of them to death.
several diferent migrants who were killed
As a nation, we face a choice; we can give
shortly after being deported back to their into xenophobia, racism, and scapegoating,
home countries in the past few years, and condemning thousands to die, or we can
they believe his case is “the tip of the ice- stand up for the basic human right to life.
he world is watching.
berg.” From January 2014 to October 2015,

rently in the U.S., has not seen as extreme
levels of violence as El Salvador or Honduras,
murder is on the rise; the murder rate recently climbed to the highest it has been since
2011. Nationwide, it hovers between 16 and
20 people per every 100,000, which is comparable to the most dangerous U.S. cities. In

Muslims are Not the Problem
By FIACHRA MACFADDEN
A week ago, on International Holocaust
Remembrance Day, President Trump signed
an executive order restricting the citizens of
seven Muslim-majority countries from entering the United States: Iran, Iraq, Libya,
Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen. he order
suspended immigration for citizens of these
seven countries for three months. he order
also stated that the admission of refugees
from any country in the world would be halted for four months, and Syrian refugees were
to be banned indeinitely.
In this day and age, with regard to terrorism, current immigration practices should be
one of the last things we look at. If we really
want to talk about the most dangerous terrorists in the U.S., we should be looking at white
Americans. According to the New America
Foundation, American white supremacists
carry out the vast majority of fatal attacks on
U.S. soil. Just think of mass shootings—64
percent are committed by white people, almost all of them men. If we look at Dylann
Roof, for example, we see that his prosecutors
said that he ‘self-radicalized’ himself through
the internet. For the most part, terrorists do
not ly of to other countries and radicalize
themselves—this is an outdated notion.
To some, it may seem like there has been an
increase in so-called ‘Islamic terrorism’, and
Trump is simply responding to the perceived
threat. According to Kris Kobach, the Kansas
secretary of state, large numbers of “terrorists have used refugee status to get into the
United States.” his is easy to believe without
analysis. When we think of terrorists in the

U.S., we think of the 9/11 hijackers, the Boston bombers, the San Bernardino shooters,
and the Orlando nightclub shooter.
By Trump’s logic, this executive order
should ban
people from
the nations
from which
each of these
terrorists
or iginated.
It doesn’t. In
fact, not one
citizen of the
seven countries listed
in Trump’s
order
has
committed
a single terrorist attack
on U.S. soil
between the
years of 1975
and
2015.
Does the order at least
ban people
from countries with the
highest Muslim populations? It does not. With
the exception of Iran, none of the other countries named by the executive order are even
among the top 10 countries with the largest
Muslim populations.

Some have accepted this and said that there
may indeed be a few problems with Trump’s
executive order. he media has speculated
that this is just a starting point, and that
Trump will
probably expand this list
in the future,
seeing as he
thinks immigration
is a threat
to national
security. According to a
non-partisan
think tank,
the Cato Institute, this is
not true. he
chances of
an American
being killed
by a foreigner on U.S.
soil is one in
3.6 million.
But Trump
is not just
talking about
Illustration By Ben Murphy
foreigners
here,
he’s
talking about terrorists posing as refugees. So
what are the odds of that? Much lower—one
in 3.6 billon. hat’s a 0.000000028 percent
chance of being killed by a refugee of any na-

tionality.
People often think of Muslims as dangerous. According to psychologists, when a lie is
perpetually repeated, it begins to feel more
familiar, and as a result, more true. his is
called cognitive ease, or the ‘illusion of truth.’
he media consistently spews the Muslim terrorist narrative and so, as a result, the word
‘Muslim’ then becomes synonymous with the
word ‘terrorist.’ Such lies have serious consequences. According to a study by California
State University, there were more hate crimes
against Muslims in the U.S. in 2015 than in any
year since 2001. he day after Trump’s executive order was signed, a Texas mosque was set
ablaze, leaving it in ruins. Two days after the
order was signed, there was a mass shooting
at a mosque in Canada, killing six and injuring
eight. Fox News was quick to get on the story,
reporting that the suspect was a Moroccan
Muslim. But this was false—the shooter was
yet another white male.
hough Trump’s executive order is not
quite a ‘Muslim ban,’ there are clear intentions of the Trump administration to extend
it to that.
Unfortunately for Trump, this executive order will prove to be useless. It will not achieve
its objective in reducing terrorism in the U.S.
because it fails to acknowledge that Muslims
are not the problem. here is no logical basis in the claim that immigrants, refugees, or
even Muslims on the whole, are a threat to
the security of the United States. Yet the endless demonization of Muslims in the media
makes it seem like there is.
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The Relatavistic Democracy of Executive Orders
By NATALIE GUBBAY

Illustration By Caroline Li

Forget the irst 100 days—there’s plenty
to litigate in the irst 10. Since his inauguration on Jan. 20, President Trump has issued
four executive orders and seven presidential
memorandums. hese executive orders include everything from fast-tracking pipeline
projects to cracking down on sanctuary cities to freezing immigration from Muslimmajority countries. Keep in mind, this is
coming from a man who said in his campaign, “I would build consensus with Congress. I don’t like the idea of using executive
orders like our President.” his is also from a
party who likened Obama’s use of executive
actions to emperorship.
Trump’s hypocrisy in immediately resorting to drastic executive actions is obvious. But hypocrisy is distinct from unconstitutionality, and simply criticizing the
president for his use of executive orders
diminishes the importance of their content.
Trump broke Obama’s record for the most
executive actions in the irst week in oice,
which include executive orders and presidential memoranda. Executive actions have
existed since the very founding of American
democracy, and many analysts argue that
executive action is a crucial part of showing
a commitment to campaign promises at the
beginning of a presidency. Does Trump’s
use of executive action highlight a blatant
disregard for ideological consistency? Sure.
But is it unusual? Not at all.
Nor is it unusual to push controversial action using executive orders, though presidents who chose to do so have often faced
heavy criticism. Obama used executive action to push health care reform and DACA;
the Manhattan Project was funded by an ex-

ecutive order; even the Emancipation Proc- 9066—which infamously established Japalamation was an executive order. Avoid- nese internment camps during World War
ing the use of executive action as a means II. Executive Order 9066 has been described
to push controversial legislation might be as borderline martial law. Following Pearl
politically tactful, but, in reality, such a re- Harbor, it allowed for the roundup and restriction would negate the whole purpose of location of Japanese-Americans, the vast
executive action in the irst place. “Contro- majority of whom had no ailiation with the
versial” is subjective unless you measure it, Japanese war efort, into overcrowded and
and if an executive action had to be ratiied, underfunded camps. Order 9066 did this
entirely constiit wouldn’t be
an executive
tutionally, acaction.
cording to KoIt should also
rematsu vs. the
Executive actions, if we accept
be noted that
United States.
executive acAs a result,
them as an integral part of American
Japanese Intions are still
democracy, are not in and of
ternment
is
subject to budthemselves dangerous.
now a horget restrictions.
Presidents are
rifyingly
apt
precedent for
required to cite
hey are dangerous in conjunction
their authorthe immigraity in issuing a with a climate of fear and urgency and tion policy esgiven executive
the breakdown of mechanisms meant tablished last
week. And, like
action. Addito keep everything in check.
tionally, orders
other
events
are subject to
last week, it
passed,
not
vetting by the
because one
Department of
Justice, and the Supreme Court is able to president overstepped his legal bounds, but
rule any executive action unconstitutional. because one president espoused a paranoid
Executive actions, if we accept them as an and racially prejudiced attitude to which
integral part of American democracy, are enough of the country was susceptible.
not in and of themselves dangerous. hey As TIME magazine recently pointed out, a
are dangerous in conjunction with a climate commission investigating the internment
of fear and urgency and the breakdown of concluded that “he broad historical causes
mechanisms meant to keep everything in which shaped these decisions were race
prejudice, war hysteria and a failure of pocheck.
It’s hard not to compare Trump’s immi- litical leadership. Widespread ignorance of
gration order with FDR’s Executive Order Japanese-Americans contributed to a policy

conceived in haste and executed in an atmosphere of fear and anger at Japan. A grave
injustice was done to American citizens and
resident aliens of Japanese ancestry who,
without individual review or any probative
evidence against them, were excluded, removed and detained by the United States
during World War II.”
To the extent that “an atmosphere of fear
and anger” makes possible the haste with
which a policy is conceived, the president’s
agenda is far from forced on the people behind executive actions like Trump’s or Roosevelt’s.
he danger is that once the will of the people make unjust executive action possible,
it’s hard for those actions to be overturned.
he U.S. has long been criticized for its
crawling speed, stalemates, and shutdowns.
Now we see the luxury in always having
time—time to process, time to protest, to research, to take to court.
he genius of Trump’s executive action hurricane is that it leaves us no time.
We had only just begun to discuss the irst
when we were bombarded with the second;
citizens can barely keep up with the news.
Lawsuits opened now could take months to
resolve, and the lurry of orders and memoranda leave us struggling to prioritize just
one. his gives us the impression of panic; it
drives us further into the wartime mentality
it grows out of.
If anything, combatting executive action
lies more irmly with the public than the
Supreme Court or the legislature. Ironically,
what seems the least democratic part of this
democracy is rooted most deinitively in the
people.

Colorado College “Relations” 2017
“Relations” is a play written,
directed, acted, and produced
by Colorado College students.
The play is a way for college
students to grow, learn, love,
and share. Relations provides
a space for voices to be heard;
where wildest fantasies, secrets,
and tales of heartache combine
into a story that embodies the
CC community in a way rarely
discussed so openly.

2017 Cast:
Jazlyn Andrews
Nick Carpenter
Ben Tweedy
Valerie Hanna
Christie Ma
Breanna Conwell
D Adams
Rafael Fermin
Tess Gruenberg
Fangyu Joyce Zhang
Sachin Mathur
Jack Martin

The play is second weekend of
Block 8, May 4-7.

2017 Directors:
Baheya Malaty
Alyssa Miller
Nathan Makela

Story submissions are still
open. Send your stories to
relationstheplay@gmail.com
The 2016 “Relations” cast.

CC’s Response to Trump’s
Immigration Ban
A letter to the Colorado College Campus Community

This letter was sent to Colorado College
staff and students on Monday, Jan. 30 by
CC President Jill Tiefenthaler in the wake
of President Donald Trump’s executive
order restricting visitors, immigrants,
and green card holders from seven
majority-Muslim countries from entering
the United States.
Dear Campus Community,
There are many questions about the
impact of President Trump’s recent
executive order, “Protecting the Nation
from Foreign Terrorist Entry Into the
United States.” I know that many of you
are concerned about the potential impact
on international study, the employment of
international faculty and the enrollment
of international students.
As I wrote to you in November, the
richness of the Colorado College
community depends on the diversity of
our students, staff and faculty. We value
the different experiences and perspectives
that each of you brings to CC and are
committed to recruiting exceptionally
talented people from around the globe

Other Colorado College offices have
also reached out to students about
the implications of President Trump’s
executive order. Inger Bull, the Director
of International Programs, sent an email
to all students participating in study
abroad blocks this spring semester. Bull

to teach and study here. It is vital to our
mission of excellence that we ensure
access so students can continue their CC
education, and faculty and staff maintain
their rights and opportunities.
As is the case at other colleges and
universities, we do not share student
records with immigration agencies nor
does Campus Safety inquire about student
immigration status or participate with
other agencies in policing immigration.
Our non-discrimination policy forbids
discrimination on the basis of national or
ethnic origin, religion, and other identity
attributes.
Staff from International Programs
will be in touch with students who
may be impacted by the order and the
Department of Human Resources will
reach out to faculty and staff whose visas
may be affected. The college will provide
support and assistance as needed.
Please let me know if you have any
questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
Jill Tiefenthaler
Colorado College President

reiterated the sentiments expressed in Jill
Tiefenthaler’s email, while also letting
students know that CC would work with
them if they wanted to return early to
campus, had questions about the impact
of the EO on travel, or wanted to remain
at CC.

