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Donald Trump’s victory over Hillary Clinton is going to have wide-ranging ramifications in American
and global society. Trump’s victory came as a shock to
many pollsters and pundits that had predicted a safe
margin of victory for Clinton in the lead-up to the election. Since Tuesday night images of mass protests have
circulated the internet. Chicago, New York, Baltimore,
Los Angeles, Berkeley, and Seattle, among other major
American cities have erupted in protest over the election of Donald Trump. In the wake of Trump’s unprecedented election there are more questions than aswers
circulating CC’s campus and the nation. In this week’s
issue The Catalyst explores the aftermath of the 2016
Election:
News • PG. 2: Colorado propositions and elections
leaned to the left in a largely Republican election
night
PG. 2: Economics professors weigh in on the economic consequences of Trump’s election
PG. 3: Bernie Sanders’ pre-election visit to CC inspires campus Democrats
Opinion • PG. 8: Student perspectives on the unsettling results and how to move forward in Trump’s
America
Active Life • PG. 15: How will Trump’s presidency
affect an already dire climate situation?

A student holds a sign at the “Make America Love
Again” demonstration on Wednesday, Nov. 9th. Following Trump’s election students held the demonstration to
support and heal together. Photo by Austin Halpern.

Back Page • PG. 16: With campus in a state of
heightened political awareness, how can students
get involved?

In Wake of Trump Presidency Students Turn to Message of Radical Love
By HANNAH GLOSSER
& DAVID ANDREWS

On Tuesday, Nov. 8, election results began rolling in across the nation. As John King feverishly tapped
away at the live monitor of America,
it quickly became evident that the
prevailing sentiment that Hillary
Clinton would take home the presidency had been misguided. At 3 a.m.
ET on Wednesday morning Donald
Trump took to the stage and accepted his position as the new leader of
the United States. For first-year Cam
Kaplan, the election results spoke
loud and clear. “I was amazed that
there were that many people in the
country that hate me,” said Kaplan,
an African American student. Kaplan was joined by her fellow students of color on campus as well as
hundreds of LGBTQ activists and
students of all races on Worner Quad
on the afternoon of Wednesday,
Nov. 9 for a demonstration termed
“Make America Love Again.” With
Donald Trump now at the helm of
the nation, students were faced with
some disconcerting truths about
their country.
By 3 a.m. ET the election had been
ceded by Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump was officially president.
In light of this immovable fact, the
demonstration was termed useless
or futile by some onlookers. Zak
Kroger, Residential Life and Activities Program Coordinator, didn’t see
much potential in the gathering. As
to what the demonstration could
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achieve Kroger said, “Harsh truth: High school students.
nothing. The protests you mean,
Quickly after students were reoh absolutely nothing. I think it’s a leased from class, signs were made
good outlet for students to feel like and students, led by Williams, took
there voices are heard, but it’s a de- to the microphone to speak to the
mocracy. The people have spoken. crowd. Messages included ones of
That’s it.”
love and compassion and a call for
For Student Body President An- peaceful demonstration.
nika Kastetter, the demonstration
The love and compassion that
served as a
organizers broadplace for stucasted over midents to heal
“I was amazed that crophones was
collectively
by a visthere were that many welcomed
from a shockibly emotional and
people in the country rattled crowd. For
ing and emothat hate me.”
tional
elecsophomore Emma
tion. In terms
Gonzalez the devof what the
astation of election
Cam Kaplan, ‘20
demonstration
night was replaced
would achieve,
with a more upKastetter said, “I think just reaching lifting sense of emotional support
out to individuals and everyone be- on Wednesday. “I was crying earing really good at being a good per- lier because I felt so uncomfortable
son: hopefully forever. But, especial- and out of body and terrified when
ly, in these next few days and weeks.” I heard the news about Trump winSophomore John-Henry Williams ning the election. And now I’m crycreated a Facebook event late Tues- ing because we’re in the middle of
day night when the election results this demonstration and surrounded
began to indicate a Trump victory. by so much love and empowerment
Williams said, “I just was like we’ve in this community,” said Gonzalez.
got to do something tomorrow. We Many students were in tears at the
can’t wake up tomorrow morning, gathering and embracing one anknowing that there are people feel- other prior to the group’s walk to Neing this way all over campus, and not vada Avenue.
do anything about it. These people
CC student’s predominantly libneed to express, be with each other, eral views differ from the surroundand we can’t just go to class pretend- ing area. Republican ticket Trump/
ing everything is normal.” Word of Pence received 55.51 percent of the
the demonstration circulated quick- vote in El Paso County.
ly through Facebook and reached While, Clinton/Kaine
community members and Palmer received 33.27 perFirst-year Doe Schall sits down at Acacia Park during
Wednesday’s “Make America Love Again” demonstration. Photo by Austin Halpern.

cent of the vote within the county.
As the student body was attempting to process the election results,
students of color were left with feelings of emptiness and fear for what
sort of reality had descended upon
Colorado Springs and the nation
overnight. Mohammad Mia ‘16
said, “I think that people of color
shouldn’t necessarily be surprised
by the reality of what America is
based upon as it is based upon a
foundation of white supremacy
that has up until this moment been
the underlayer of America. This is a
return to Jim Crow era style of racism.” Mia’s comments were echoed
by senior Miles Cooper, “We might
have seen the death of civility, dignity, and nuance last
night.”
The student demonstration
travelled
downtown to Palmer
High School, Acacia
Park, and culminated at Colorado Springs City
Hall. Along the
route the demonstration was joined
by
students
f r o m
Palmer

High School who left the building to
join the CC contingent. The demonstration disrupted downtown traffic
and resulted in brief road closures.
There was a heavy CSPD presence,
in addition to Colorado College’s
Campus Safety officers who followed
participants throughout downtown.
“It was interesting because the police
want you to be safe, but what they
really want is you to be convenient,”
said Williams. “If we are in the middle
of the street, a car is not going to hit
us. It’s not going to run into a crowd of
200 kids. It’s just that we’re stopping
traffic and ruining people’s days. But
that’s what we want. I don’t want you
to be comfortable in this moment,
when I’m uncomfortable. That’s why
blocking an intersection is powerful
because it takes power away
from that person in that
car, and makes them
feel as powerless as
you did.”
The demonstraContinued
on pg. 3
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Colorado Tilts Blue in Largely Republican Election Night
By TUCKER SMITH
Considering the controversy and momentum following the presidential election results this past Tuesday, it was easy
to overlook the results on the amendments and local government in Colorado.
While a Trump presidency will no doubt
affect everyone, the changes in Colorado
will have a more immediate and, hopefully, more individual repercussions. Some
of these changes were expected with little
debate; others succeeded or lost by only a
slim margin.
Michael Bennet (D) easily won re-election over Darryl Glenn (R) in the U.S. Senate race for Colorado. According to the
Denver Post, Bennet received 49 percent
of the vote with 1,150,911 votes and Glenn
took 46 percent with 1,077,783 votes. With
this win, Bennet keeps alive the hope of
the Democrats to retake the chamber and
Colorado’s overall lean towards blue.
All of Colorado’s U.S. representatives
will keep their seats after the votes were
tallied Tuesday night. Doug Lamborn (R)
won from El Paso county with a whopping 61.9 percent to his Democratic challenger Misty Plowright’s 31.1 percent.

It was a tight race for El Paso District 3
County Commissioner, but ultimately
Stan VanderWerf won. According to The
Gazette, VanderWerf won the vote with
53.25 percent to Electra Johnson’s 46.75
percent.
The majority of State House and State
Senate elections went as expected, with
all the GOP candidates winning by a large
margin, except in the State House District
17 and 18 results. District 17 county election returns found Tony Exum (D) winning with 49.3 percent over Kit Roupe (R)
with 41.5 percent. In District 18, Pete Lee
(D) won re-election with 53.3 percent of
the vote over Cameron Forth’s (R) 39.2
percent. When asked about how he feels
about his recent victory Lee said, “Obviously I’m clearly honored and gratified to
return to the State House, and particularly
gratified by the overwhelming size of the
victory.” Lee looks forward to continuing his work on criminal justice reform
and the economic development between
education and industrial work. Lee calls
Colorado College a “terrific citizen of our
community” and is “pleased to represent”
CC students. In this time of political polarization and uncertainty, Lee wants Colo-

radans to know that “when Coloradans
send us to Denver, we get things done on
behalf of the people. The legislator is effective and corporative and we pass plus
or minus 400 pieces of legislation with bipartisanship.”
The majority of amendment results
were distinguished by a wide voting margin, including Amendment 70 to increase
minimum wage (‘Yes’ won by almost 10
percent) and Amendment 69, the State
Healthcare System, where ‘No’ won by
over 50 percent of the vote. Proposition
106, Medical Aid in Dying, succeeded
more than anticipated, passing with 64.5
percent of the vote. According to NPR, Colorado is now the sixth state to pass a measure allowing terminally ill patients to obtain life-ending medications and had to go
through two similar measures that failed
to make it through the state legislature.
Amendment 71, Constitutional Initiatives, passed with 56.3 percent of the vote.
This initiative has been named “Raise the
Bar” and will, according to The Denver
Post, “require more rigorous measures to
land a citizen initiative on the ballot and
then require more than a simple majority
to pass it.” Proposition 108, Expand Un-

affiliated Voting, passed by a margin of
5 percent. This amendment, along with
proposition 107, would give unaffiliated
voters a say in partisan primaries.
Amendment T, No Involuntary Servitude, was the closest Amendment on the
ballot, with 50.7 percent voting ‘Yes’ and
49.2 percent voting ‘No.’ Although votes
are still being sent in, the majority have
been counted and see Coloradans leaning
towards ‘Yes’ by a thin margin. Amendment T, if passed, would eliminate an 1876
reference in the Colorado Constitution
which reads, “There shall never be in this
state either slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime.”
The amendment concerns removing outdated language from the constitution and
wouldn’t have any effect on Prison work
programs or community service pensions.
While some may find it difficult to be
positive about this past week considering the results of the Presidential election, Coloradans can find comfort in the
ground gained at the state level. Coloradans may differ in opinion on each election and amendment passed, but there’s
no question that some progressive change
is in the works in Colorado.

CC’s Economics Professors Examine How the Election Will Affect the Economy
By RILEY HUTCHINGS
Six Colorado College business and economics professors voiced their doubts and
expectations the day after Donald Trump
was elected president: Kristina Lybecker,
Rich Fullerton, Katrina Miller-Stevens,
Jessica Hoel, Bill Craighead, and Jim Parco.
Kristina Lybecker:
In her analysis of the changing economy,
Lybecker focused on international trade
agreements, healthcare, and job creation.
“The most important changes that are on
the horizon are the way in which he is going to treat our international trade agreements,” she said, “So whether or not he’s
really serious about renegotiating NAFTA
[North American Free Trade Agreement],
whether or not he really wants to back out
of the Trans-Pacific Partnership… I think
that if we significantly change our commitment to free trade, it will be significantly
detrimental to the American economy.”
In regards to healthcare, Lybecker said,
“Are we just going to throw all of those
people back into a situation in which they
don’t have health insurance again? That
would be significantly damaging to the
economy.”
The global economy has already
changed since Trump’s election on Tuesday night. “Europe has reacted in a similar
way as they did when the Brexit passed,”
said Lybecker.
Rich Fullerton:
Fullerton’s initial impressions consisted
mostly of questions concerning viability
of trade agreements and immigration policy. He said, “I think it entirely depends
on what policies he actually implements.

Governing as a president is much different
than running as a candidate.”
Fullerton said that well over 90 percent of economists believe that free trade
agreements are generally economically
beneficial to all parties involved, and expressed concerns about Trump’s campaign promise to enact policy to limit
them. He also said that most economists
would agree that immigration has a positive effect on the economy, and thinks that
dramatic immigration restrictions could
harm the economy.
He is doubtful about trade and immigration policy, but is also hopeful. He expects
that decreased regulation will be positive
for the economy. In addition, he is confident in America’s hard working citizens to
continue to fuel the economy. “We have
incredibly high productivity,” he continued, “Over the long run, economic prosperity depends on the productivity of its
citizens and the change in Presidents does
not change overnight the productivity of
citizens.”
Fullerton is hopeful that these changes will not actually take place. He said,
“Chances are his economic advisors may
say we need to be more careful and more
retrospective about the restrictions we
placed on trade. In that case, it may not
have that much impact.”
Katrina Miller-Stevens:
Miller-Stevens attributes initial changes
in the economy to disappointment and
fear because “major leaders that we depend on do not respect his values.” In the
long term, she does not think that President Trump will help our standing in the
global market.

Despite concern, Miller-Stevens said, “I
think that change did need to happen.”
Jessica Hoel:
For the most part, Hoel refrained from
comment. However, she did find the following important to note:
“I think one of the single most important
things for reducing poverty around the
world is a stable, growing U.S. Economy.
two percent growth on average is much
better than six percent sometimes, minus
six percent other times. That kind of uncertainty is hard for the continent of Africa
to then develop.”
Though not a direct reflection on what
Trump will change, she argued that stabilizing the U.S. economy is the most important contributor to reducing global
poverty.
Bill Craighead:
As a connoisseur of macroeconomics,
Craighead spoke to specific changes in the
market.
“The Mexican Peso has declined,” he
said. “Interest rates on U.S. Treasury
bonds have risen on the expectation that
the U.S. government will be borrowing
more, and possibly that inflation will be
higher, in the future.” Exchange and interest rates have already started to change. In
the next two weeks, he expects stock prices
to rise for firms that will benefit from decreased regulation under Trump.
Like other economics professors, Craighead is far less certain about Trump’s economic impacts on the long-term future,
largely due to uncertainty about Trump’s
policies. He does expect that large tax cuts
will stimulate the economy as a whole.

He supports Trump’s recent announcement to invest in infrastructure, and
thinks Trump has a much higher chance
of actually passing an infrastructure bill
than Hillary would have. According to
Craighead, however, economical stimulants, both tax cuts and increased spending, “will also lead to higher interest rates
which can reduce investment.”
Craighead also has concerns about
Trump’s intentions to restrict immigration
and increase trade barriers. “It will lead
to a less efficient use of resources, which
means the U.S. will ultimately be slightly
poorer than otherwise,” said Craighead.
Jim Parco:
Like Lybecker, Fullerton and Craighead,
Parco questioned the validity of Trump’s
campaign: “Candidates behave differently
than elected officials… We haven’t seen a
lot of details from the Trump campaign.”
In terms of the how the economy will
change, Parco simply said, “I don’t think
it’s anybody’s business to have an opinion.” Until he sees proposed policies, he
said, there is too much uncertainty.
In his first 100 days, Donald Trump has
pledged to renegotiate the North American Free Trade Agreement, withdraw
from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, repeal
Obamacare, and drastically restrict immigration–all of which CC economics professors argue will be detrimental to the U.S.
economy. Trump’s decrease in regulation
will likely benefit the economy. Though
Trump’s investment in infrastructure and
tax cuts may temporarily stimulate the
economy, they are also expected to increase interest rates, therefore reducing
investment.

From left to right: Kristina Lybecker, Jessica Hoel,
Bill Craighead, and Katrina Miller-Stevens, all
current Economics professors at Colorado College. Photos courtesy of Colorado College
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Bernie Sanders Inspires Campus Democrats in Pre-Election Rally
By ETHAN GREENBERG
& ERICA WILLIAMS
Two long lines wrapped around either
side of Edith Gaylord Cornerstone Arts
Center awaiting Bernie Sanders on Saturday, Nov. 5. The slightly shorter line was
comprised of Colorado College students
who had secured tickets to the event from
the Worner desk—tickets had sold out in
eight minutes the day before. The longer
line consisted of Colorado Springs community members: one mother rocked
her baby wearing noise-cancelling headphones. A car with a Vermont license plate
pulled in and parked next to Cornerstone.
Sanders stopped at CC on his tour across
the country campaigning for Hillary Clinton. After running against Clinton in the
Democratic primary, Sanders became one
of Clinton’s most effective campaigners,
especially among young people. However,
during the rally it was easy to forget that
the rally was for Clinton and not for Sanders.
Sanders was preceded by several speakers. Among them was Electra Johnson,
who ran for El Paso County Commissioner
and is married to a CC professor. She talked about her grandmother, a poor woman
living in Ireland during the famine who
moved to southern Colorado to marry her
grandfather, a Union leader. She spoke
about the importance of a government
that supports the working class and called
for a presidency where “misogyny and
hate [don’t] control the conversation.”

Sanders framed his talk in the context of
a campaign season that arguably focused
more on the candidates than on policy.
“This campaign is not about Hillary Clinton and her family,” said Sanders. “It is
not about Donald Trump and his family.
This campaign is about you and your family.” The speech contained Sanders’ famous
populism mixed with an exhortation to vote
and become involved.
Much of the talk featured points that
aligned with Sanders’ initial “political revolution.” He spoke of the U.S. “moving towards an oligarchic form of society” and
“the grotesque level of income and wealth
inequality that exists in America today.”
Sanders touched on a litany of Democratic
positions, including pay equity for women,
guaranteed healthcare for all, and the fight
against voter ID laws. Sanders commented on these issues both to boost Clinton’s
platform as well as promote his own Senate
agenda.
One of the largest cheers of the speech
was in response to the fight against climate
change. “Now this is a radical idea,” said
Sanders. “Ready for a radical idea guys?
Secretary Hillary Clinton believes in science.”
Sanders’ speech was not without humor.
When speaking of those who doubt the potential of political change, Sanders said they
often ask, “what are you drinking? What are
you smoking?” He looked around for a second and then, remembering where he was,
quipped, “Oh, this is Colorado.”
While the crowd was extremely supportive of Sanders, people protested both inside
and outside the rally. Colorado Springs res-

ident Sally Briggs stood just outside the
doors sporting signs that read, “the DNC
cheated” and “Vote for the greater good,
not the lesser evil: Jill 2016”. She said she
voted for Jill Stein. “I want a refund for
voting for Obama.” As for Clinton, Briggs
said, “it’s the pay-to-play, it’s the corruption, it’s the lies. She’s an illegitimate
candidate because she cheated to get the
nomination.”
When asked how she would respond to
the argument that voting third party is a
wasted vote, she responded, “I would say
that they are wasting their vote. Jill is a
viable candidate. She will not spoil the
election—there are enough votes. It is
the unaffiliated people that people forget
about. There were 53 million unaffiliated
voters that were not able to vote in the
primaries that can vote for her.”
Across the street and on the other side
of the political spectrum, Cecilia Greenhalgh held a Trump/Pence sign. She
characterized her involvement in the
Trump campaign as “very passionate. I
am doing this mainly for my two teenage grandkids.” She knew after “the first
speech he ever made with two words,
‘border wall,’ that I would be voting for
him. I lived 19 years on the border in Tucson, Ariz. I could tell you a whole lot of
things that go on there.”
Channeling the outsider mood so prevalent in modern politics, Greenhalgh described Clinton in a more negative light
than Sanders. She spoke of “her and Bill’s
dirty little tricks from Whitewater.” If
faced with the choice of Clinton or Sanders, Greenhalgh said, “I guess it would be

Bernie, her under him.”
Inside the rally, Jesus Manuel Valenzuela stood in full military dress as part of his
protest. “I’m a Marine,” he said. “In 2009
my brother and I got a removal notice from
this country. That’s why I am here. There
are over 3,000 veterans deported from
this country and I am advocating for the
deported veterans, and they don’t have a
voice. They are thrown out from this country and nobody seems to care about this.”
Valenzuela said that Bernie Sanders had
addressed this point in the past. “Bernie
Sanders, at one time, when he was running for presidency, he did mention it and
that’s why I went to be a delegate for Bernie Sanders. And today, he disappointed
me. He did not mention this. We, as veteran soldiers, we put our life on the line.
And they are being deported.”
Even some of those who were not actively protesting expressed reservations about
Clinton. When asked if he considered himself a Clinton supporter, Colorado Springs
resident Chris Dysart said, “I would prefer
to be classified as a Bernie supporter.” But,
Dysart said, “Considering the alternative,
there is nothing else to do.”
For those in the audience who still craved
the idealism and boldness of Bernie Sanders in contrast to Clinton’s demeanor,
Sanders delivered. He urged the crowd to
do more than just vote, to “think big, not
small. Transform the country… We can be
the moral leader in the world, in terms of
economics, social, racial, environmental
justice. We can have the whole world looking at the U.S. as a model of what a civilized Democratic society should be.”

In Wake of Trump Presidency Students Turn to Message of Radical Love
Continued from the front page
tion and surrounded by so much love
and empowerment in this community,”
said Gonzalez. Many students were in
tears at the gathering and embracing one
another prior to the group’s walk to Nevada Avenue.
CC student’s predominantly liberal
views differ from the surrounding area.
Republican ticket Trump/Pence received
55.51 percent of the vote in El Paso County. While, Clinton/Kaine received 33.27
percent of the vote within the county.
As the student body was attempting to
process the election results, students of
color were left with feelings of emptiness,
and many times fear, for what sort of reality had descended upon Colorado Springs
and the nation overnight.
Mohammad Mia ‘16 said, “I think that
people of color shouldn’t necessarily be
surprised by the reality of what America is
based upon as it is based upon a foundation of white supremacy that has up until
this moment be the underlayer of America. This is a return to Jim Crow era style of
racism.” Mia’s comments were echoed by
senior Miles Cooper, “We might have seen
the death of civility, dignity, and nuance
last night.”
The student demonstration travelled
downtown to Palmer High School, Acacia
Park, and culminated at Colorado Springs
City Hall. Along the route the demonstration was joined by students from Palmer
High School who left the building to join
the CC contingent. The demonstration
disrupted downtown traffic and resulted

in brief road closures.There was a heavy
CSPD presence, in addition to Colorado College’s Campus Safety officers who followed
participants throughout downtown. “It was
interesting because the police want you to
be safe, but what they really want is you to
be convenient,” said Williams. “If we are in
the middle of the street, a car is not going to
hit us. It’s not going to run into a crowd of
200 kids. It’s just that we’re stopping traffic
and ruining people’s days. But that’s what
we want. I don’t want you to be comfortable
in this moment, when I’m uncomfortable.
That’s why blocking an intersection is powerful because it takes power away from that
person in that car, and makes them feel as
powerless as you did.”
The demonstration drew some community members into the fold to discuss and
interact with the students. Some of these
community members were outspoken
Trump supporters. Mike and Angelica, both
Colorado Springs residents and Trump supporters, saw some of the impetus for the
demonstration.
“They are protesting this because some of
his messages they didn't agree with. I see
that this is probably 75 percent females and
you know he was misogynistic. Hispanics
are out here, probably because of the wall,”
said Mike. The pair felt that Hillary couldn’t
be trusted, as Mike said, “I just felt like I
couldn’t trust Hillary. You gonna tamper
with government stuff. I just feel like I can’t
trust her.”
Stan Horton, also a Colorado Springs
resident and Trump supporter, was none
too pleased about the demonstration. “I
am against this protest because they are a
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bunch of idiots that are protesting someone that just won the presidency when
he already won it. There is nothing that
they can do to change it. It doesn’t matter if everyone goes out and says this.
They are not gonna impeach him.” Horton vehemently hated the Obama years
and feels optimistic for four years of a
Trump presidency. “We are grabbing
America by the pussy. Let's do it. What’s
the compromise? He won.”
Initially, CSPD monitored the Trump/
Pence supporters and their interactions
with the demonstrators closely, anticipating an altercation. CC students approached Trump supporter Tyler Taylor
and hugged him. This symbolic act embodied the purpose of the demonstration to fight hate and unite the community with love.
The first stop of the the demonstration was Palmer High School. Williams
led the demonstration in chants in front
of the School professing, “we love you.”
Students peered out of classroom windows and eventually around twenty students joined the demonstration. “I know
there is a gay kid sitting in a chair in
there, or a minority child, or the son of
an immigrant that doesn’t think they belong in this country right now, and that is
terrifying. We need to tell them that they
do matter, that they do have a place in
this country,” said Williams.
The demonstration was joined by
Shawny Cameron, a student of color
who attends Palmer High School. Cameron connected with the message of love
and acceptance that the demonstration
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was professing. “Over the years I have
been able to see a lot of self-love as well
as equality and like promoting loving each
other and stuff like that.” Cameron’s belief
in self-love has grown with Trump’s election. “With this election, I just don’t want
that to stop because when I was 12 I used
to hate looking in mirrors because I hated
the color of my skin and I don’t want any
black girl, any Latino girl, any Pakistani
girl to feel that way.”
The student demonstration headed back
to campus after an emotional stop at the
Colorado Springs City Hall. As the coming
days, weeks, and months unfold Annika
Kastetter and other campus leaders will
look to lead the campus community in
healing and community-building. “I think
just making sure that people are able to
come together and that there is an outlet
to support each other and heal - so that’s
something we are working on with different offices right now,” said Kastetter.
While Clinton voters do make up the
majority of CC’s campus, there exists a
Trump contingent as well. As the Catalyst
experienced in calls for interviews, Trump
supporters are unwilling to speak publicly
on their political leanings. Kastetter hopes
that CC can move past partisanship in creating a cohesive campus community.
“The problem is that things are feeling
decisive. If we perpetuate this by shunning
those individuals and ostracizing them for
their beliefs. We are the problem. It’s the
matter of saying, I might not respect your
belief, but I respect your right to exercise
them and vote for who you think might
best represent you,” said Kastetter.
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Nationwide Criminal Justice Reform Takes Hit on Election Night
By ABE MAMET
The Washington Post published a piece,
“Believe it or not, it was a pretty good
night for criminal-justice reform.” It is
Nov. 11 and old-school news media are
trying to drive up hits, giving readers what
they want – in this case, a headline which
makes the blow seem soft, and the night
seem cautiously optimistic.
The death penalty was reaffirmed, and
restrengthened, in three states on Nov.
8: Oklahoma, Nebraska, and California.
California voted in Prop. 66 and voted out
Prop. 62, effectively balking at a chance to
end the death penalty for good there while
embracing the chance to expedite the
death penalty.
California has nearly 800 people on
death row, which is essentially one-third
of the country’s death row population.
That’s 800 people who are all on track to
be killed quicker and more brutally by
their government.
Arizona voted to retain Maricopa County
Attorney Bill Montgomery, who has “been
focused on [prosecuting marijuana] to
the apparent exclusion of everything else
in his administration,” according to The
Nation. Arizona then proceeded to vote
no on Proposition 205, ensuring, at least
for the short while, that Montgomery can
continue to profit from the illegal status of
marijuana. His office has already collected
15 million dollars from sending people to
mandatory, private, drug treatment.

Amidst these setbacks there was some
progress. Arizona fired sheriff Joe Arpaio.
Texas, Alabama, Florida, New Mexico, and
Colorado all elected new, reform-oriented
District Attorneys. California expanded parole. Oklahoma reclassified some
crimes from felonies to misdemeanors.
New Mexico passed weak bail reform, and
pot measures passed in 8 out of 9 states,
becoming outright legalized in three.
Trump’s presidency will result in more
people getting arrested, tried, and incarcerated and more institutions of confine-

ment will be constructed. Private prisons
stocks have risen since Tuesday, indicating
that more will emerge. More Americans
will be executed via the death penalty and
police brutality will continue unchecked.
Obama’s executive orders will be overturned, meaning that the ban on juvenile
solitary confinement will be undone and a
mandatory check box on federal job applications that asks for a criminal record will
be implemented.
Not finally, there are absolutely dim
chances for the hundreds of thousands

Abe Mamet raises awareness during the protest march on Nov. 9 about the death penalty, mass incarceration, and the continued corruption in the justice system. Photo by Marta Sola-Pfeffer

of innocent incarcerated people that are
waiting desperately for any sort of retroactive justice to manifest
Trump’s likely attorney general Rudy Giuliani, and secretary of Homeland Security Milwaukee Sheriff David Clarke, who
has called Planned Parenthood “Planned
Genocide”, Black Lives Matter “Black Lies
Matter”, and who has told Al Sharpton to
“go back to the gutter” will further exacerbate criminal justice inequalities.
There is a scenario where Trump will be
able to appoint more than one judge. In
addition to the current vacant spot, there
are three judges that are quite old. Ruth
Bader Ginsburg is 83 years old, Anthony
Kennedy is 80, and Stephen Breyer is 78.
These elderly judges and consequent appointments will leave a young, 7-2 conservative court to rule America. The lower
courts are, for now, largely liberal, over
time Trump will also get to fill those seats.
This seems like a bleak outlook. A bleak
analysis. But this impending reality is one
of discomfort for many, and extreme discomfort, and death, for all too many, most
of whom will be people of color and immigrants. This right now is the truth in America, and will be for a while. It is destructive
to claim that the election was “surprisingly
good” for criminal justice reform. Do not
rest easy, thinking that some magic has occurred that reformed American criminality and mass incarceration.

Robbie Twells, President of CC Conservatives, Reacts to Election Results
By SHIYING CHENG
On Thursday, Nov. 10, The Catalyst sat down
with Junior Robbie Twells from Cleveland,
Ohio, who is the president of Colorado College
Conservatives (formally Republican Club).
Twells has been involved with the club since
his freshman year and started to chair the
club
earlier this year.

Illustration by Ben Murphy

Twells was really “shocked” at the election
results. He thought that Hillary Clinton would
win the presidency.
The day after the election, CC students gathered and protested across campus. Twells said,
“It was interesting to see CC’s responses to [the
election]. A lot of people are upset. It is completely understandable.” He is also happy that
CC students are exercising their First Amendment right to protest.
Twells added, “The scariest thing is not necessarily what he said, but it is the unknown.
He has not been a politician. So, nobody
knows how he is going to be as a politician.”
“I am not in any way justifying what
Trump has said… Some of them are awful, misogynist, racially insensitive,”

said Twells. But he also addressed the differences between campaign and severing as the
president: “I don’t think that judgments can
be made on Trump as a politician until he has
been in the office for a little bit.”
Being raised his entire life as a Republican,
Twells still “struggled a lot during this election.”
It was the first time for Twells to get the chance
to vote, and therefore, felt obligated to be informed on all of the candidates platforms.
I n the end, Twells chose not to vote
for any presidential candidate: “I just could not vote
for anyone during this election. I wasn’t going to vote for
Hillary. I couldn’t. I couldn’t
vote for Trump. I wanted to,
but I just could not. There are so many
things [that made me feel that] I just
couldn’t do that. Gary Johnson is no.”
Also, Twells pointed out the widespread stereotype of the Donald
Trump supporters, who are “uneducated, white, gun-loving, hellbullying Americans.” However,
Twells said firmly, “there are not
59 millions of these people.”
Twells said that many of his
family friends, who voted for
Trump, are well educated
and even have careers in
politics.
Twells feels that people just wanted to see
change. “Most of
them are just tired
of the last eight
years.” He believes that it
is a “fact that
Trump is very

different than any other people who have ever
run for the president.”
“It is really annoying that people assume that
I am a huge Trump supporter because I am the
president of the Republican club,” said Twells.
“There are many many Republicans who don’t
like Trump.”
Just like the rest of the country, Colorado
College also has students that have a hidden
conservative leaning. “CC is so liberal. It is. But
there are a lot of conservatives here, whether
they voted for Hillary or not. They just don’t
speak up that much.”
Twells added, “I keep my mouth shut a lot
in class because being teamed up 24 to 1, and
then 25 including the professor is not fun.”
Twells emphasized that there is a larger conservative voice on campus than many students
realize.
Twells said, “It is tiring to defend myself all
the time" when running into a disagreement
with someone else. In addition, he pointed out
that if a CC student walked into a building with
a “Making American Great Again” shirt, he or
she would be judged.
As a result, many conservative students attempt to hide their political beliefs on campus.
“The Trump supporters I knew, other than
their close friends, there are not many people
who knew about it,” said Twells.
Twells continued, “I will sit down with any
person, who is willing to listen to me and have
an educated conversation. No screaming and
just talk about it. I have a different belief as you.
We can talk about it.”
When the Catalyst asked Twells to say something to his CC peers, he responded, “Now,
Donald Trump is our president. I support him
now. If you are an American citizen, he is your
president. You might not agree with him. You
might like him. You might think that he is a
racist, misogynist, jerk. Regardless of how you
think about him, he will be your President for
the next four years barring either assassination
or impeachment.”
Twells continued, “Everyone should respect
the election result. [Donald Trump] did not
cheat, at least, as for now. Hillary won by the
popular vote, but it does not matter. America,
we decided that we use electoral college. The
Electoral College has elected both Democrats
and Republicans. Donald Trump won the election fair and square. No one should want Donald Trump to not do well because it means that
our country will not do well.”
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El Paso Republicans Jubilant Over Trump's Election
By NINA RIGGIO
The Antlers Hotel in Downtown Colorado Springs is just one of the places where
people will remember standing or sitting
as Donald Trump was elected President
of the United States of America on Nov.
8, 2016. “It’s comparable to the moment
9/11 happened, as a mixed race female I
will always remember what I was doing
last night when he was elected,” said a
first-year, half-black half-Lakota student
at Colorado College.
The hotel’s main floor was split into
two rooms: one for Democratic supporters and one for Republican backers. The
two could not have been more disparate
by scene. By acquiring specific colored
wristbands, you would be allowed in the
separate rooms. The Democratic side had
a band, tables outfitted with white cloth
and flowers, and was filled to the brim
with young people. The Republican side
consisted of an older crowd.
“I don’t think you understand the importance of this election,” said Rich, a Gulf
War Veteran.

“Ever heard of WikiLeaks? No? Alright
well if you had been reading WikiLeaks
you would know that Hillary Clinton was
the apprentice of a communist and you
can read her thesis online, that’s public

knowledge. You know who we were fighting from 63’-75’….. the commies.”
The sense of comradery within the “red
room” was overwhelming. There were
children crying, sounds of glasses chink-

A Republican supporter celebrates President-Elect Trump's victory at the Antlers Hotel in downtown
Colorado Springs on Nov. 8. Photo by Nina Riggio

ing, and highschool-football-game-esque
chants of “USA,USA,USA,” periodically for
multiple hours.
“I did this for my 11-year-old daughter,
her and her friends have been watching
this race very carefully over the last few
months and she’s afraid to speak about
her opinion. I voted for Trump to keep her
safe in this world. We need far less lying,”
said Patsy, born and raised in Colorado
Springs. “I’d rather have a misogynistic
womanizer over a liar any day. Women
have had to deal with that our whole lives,
so we can just keep it up and try to make
us better and stronger people.”
In addition to a crushing defeat to the
Democratic nominee for president, the
night also brought about a loss for Electra Johnson in El Paso county. Johnson
would’ve been the first Democrat in the
County Commissioner seat in 42 years.
“We ran a hell of a campaign, I don’t know
if we made a difference but we made it
hurt,” Johnson said. “And now more than
ever is the time to make a difference, so
run for City Council, School Board, whatever. Get involved, we need your voices.”

Sarah Treul Roberts Predicts Clinton's Victory on Election Eve
By MAXIMILLIAN DUNHAM
On Nov. 8, Sarah Treul Roberts gave a
talk at Colorado College as part of the 2016
Sondermann Presidential Symposium.
Roberts is the assistant professor of American Political Institutions at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and an expert on Congress.
The Cossitt Hall faculty lounge was
packed with CC students, mostly Political Science majors. Roberts’ presentation
previewed what she believed would be
the outcome of the 2016 presidential election. However, the focus was not on Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton. Roberts believed that Clinton would win handily, and
the rest of her predictions pertained to
the congressional elections. These downballot races were important because they
decide which party is in control of both
the House of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate. The outcome will largely affect the
path that the U.S. takes in the upcoming
years.
“The Democratic party needs four or five

seats to win a majority in the senate,” said
Roberts. “Democrats in the house have
a little bit of a tougher game, they would
need to flip 29 seats in order to take the
house. I think that’s impossible.”
Roberts proved to be correct in this prediction, as we all saw two nights ago. As of
Wednesday evening, the New York Times
projected that Republicans would win 241
seats in the House of Representatives, easily surpassing the 218 seats needed to control the chamber.
According to Roberts, there were not
enough competitive seats for the Democratic Party to take control of the House
of Representatives. However, Roberts believed 10 to 14 seats could flip Democratic. On the other hand, taking the Senate
was a much more realistic possibility in
Roberts’ mind. She believed that the four
or five seats the Democratic party needed
to win the majority would flip.
This prediction proved to go against
what Roberts had envisioned. The Times

had projected that Republicans would win
a majority in the Senate as well, just barely
by taking 52 seats. Despite some higherprofile wins for Democrats, like retaining
outgoing minority leader Harry Reid’s seat
in Nevada and unseating soon-to-be former Republican Senator Kelly Ayotte of
New Hampshire, they were unable to gain
control of the Senate as well.
Although the majority of time was spent
talking about down-ballot races, Roberts
also hit on early voting and “straight ticket
voting.” These two topics were hot in the
political science arena during this election. Early voting is up in a major way according to Roberts.
“In 2012 we saw that 30 percent came
in via early voting,” said Roberts. “So far
in early voting returns it seems that early
voting is up nationwide. We’re expecting
early voter turnout to be
maybe 40 or approaching
high 40 percent.” Some estimates before the election

Rosa Clemente's Somber Talk
Reflects Students' Anxieties
By CHALINE LOBTI
“The point we're at, recognize it. Yesterday’s election tells us exactly where
we’re at. We are at the stage of rebellion or
death,” said Rose Clemente during a lecture titled “The Day After: Civic Responsibility & Social Justice Beyond the Ballot.”
“The system of white supremacy, patriarchy and capitalism, last night, showed
its complete face," Clemente continued.
"It showed that they don’t know what to
do with us, so they will enslave us, imprison us, restrict our movements, impose
racial surveillance, institutionalize more
and more white supremacy openly in all
institutions, including higher education,
politics, economics, entertainment, sexuality, and when that fails to stop us as it
always has, they will kills, they will choke
us, either literally, or through economic
injustice. And when that fails to stop us,
they will attempt to build walls.”
The results of the presidential election
understandably have left many students
on campus feeling very unsafe, whether it
is physically, emotionally, mentally, or all
of the above.
This election has left many shocked,
emotionally distraught, and unsure what
steps to take next. Rosa Clemente, a renowned Puerto Rican Black-Latinx journalist, political commentator, community
organizer, hip-hop activist, and 2008 vice-

presidential candidate for the Green Party, gave a lecture that focused on the aftermath of the elections and what it means
for the United States.
CC students agreed that Clemente’s lecture and speech were empowering and
gave hope for action.
Her sentiments resonated with the
crowd, especially with the Black and
Brown students, and queer and LGBT students, who now look towards an uncertain
future with great apprehension. It speaks
to the fear that students have for their lives
and posits the decision of either choosing
to fight or living in fear of their lives and
livelihood.
Clemente, after reading a little of the
president-elect’s first 100 days, told the
audience of students, some of whom had
begun crying, that Americans must continue to resist.
Students were also in accordance when
she said the blame does not lie on the
minorities who supposedly did not vote
(although they did), or on Donald Trump
himself, but rather on the “system of white
supremacy and [the] corporate duopoly
for giving us Donald Trump.”
She also told the audience to not only
put the blame on Fox News, but also on
other news networks such as CNN and
NBC who gave over $2 billion of free ads

in order to gain a rise in viewership.
They placed capitalism over lives and
livelihoods.
The urge to fight and continue to resist the system and this president-elect
strongly resonated among the students.
A majority of the questions asked of Clemente had to do with how to effectively
fight and build the resistance. She empowered the students to begin thinking of ways in which to act against this
abominable part of history.
A student that attended said, “[Clemente] has placed people in [a] direct action mindset,” stressing the great importance that lies in not complying with the
system. Students should not and cannot
afford to support and hope for success
for such a president, even if citizens have
the smallest care for humanity, or regard
minorities and/or people from the LGBTQ community as beloved ones.
One of Clemente’s final points was
that citizens aren’t fighting for their civil
rights or public policy in this particular
fight, but for their very lives and humanity.
She warns that the fight they might
become involved in will probably be
frightening, but citizens cannot afford to
let that fear “of what we don’t know, outstrip what we do know.”

suggested that nearly 40 million Americans had voted before what we typically
consider to be “election day.”
Roberts contributed much of this early
vote uptick to the increase in Latinx voter
turnout. Almost 15 percent of the early
vote in Florida was made up of Latino voters. In 2012, Latinx voters in Florida made
up around 12 percent of the vote.
“Already, in the early vote alone, Latinxs
have exceeded their vote return from
2012,” said Roberts. “That’s amazing.”
Roberts pointed out that while the Latinx
vote was mobilized for this election, the
African American vote was lacking in mobilization. For Roberts, the big question
was whether the uptick in Latinx turnout
would make up for the lack of African
American turnout. Evidently, it wasn’t
enough for Democratic nominee Hillary
Clinton to make gains in urban areas such
as Philadelphia and Detroit, areas that
saw a high turnout for Barack Obama in
2008 and 2012.
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CC Professors Co-Author Article on Imperial Privilege
By CHALINE LOBTI
Colorado College professors Rashna Singh
and Peter Wright co-authored an article
titled “Imperial Privilege: On War and Violence Near and Far,” in Common Dreams, a
progressive news source. This article focuses
on a specific privilege that American European citizens and the North Atlantic civilization in general enjoy. This privilege is the
affordability to turn off or ignore news that
focuses on the tragedies befalling foreign
peoples abroad.
The inspiration for writing this article for
the two professors stemmed from two different influences. Professor Singh’s interest
came from the fact that she identifies as an
immigrant, despite having been in the U.S.
for more than 35 years. Her concern for U.S.
foreign policy and the devastating effects
their implementation have on people outside
of the U.S. was also a driving force behind her
inspiration to write on this topic. Singh feels
it is important that American citizens be
aware of the war and violence that is sometimes funded and sanctioned by the U.S. government, and use their voting power.
For Professor Wright, his initial interest
was spurred when he read Martin Luther
King’s famous speech at Riverside Church in
New York City where he tied racism and poverty together with the Vietnam War.
Professor Wright coined the term “imperial privilege” to highlight the U.S. as an empire and the influence of that status. It is also

meant to be provocative and start conversations among American citizens to address
the issue.
Both professors see this issue as a result of
the racialization by the American public and
government of the countries where these
atrocities are committed. Singh brought
up the point that Hillary Clinton has rightfully questioned Donald Trump’s rhetoric
concerning Muslims, such as referring to all
Muslims as terrorists, but that concern is only
for the Muslims within the borders of the U.S.
Singh “sees this as a type of sanctified threshold, that once you cross the borders of that
threshold, you become a full-fledged person
and you become important and you become
someone we need to pay attention to.”
There is an issue with this mentality because it prevents Americans from seeing that
they should be equally concerned for the
livelihood of those in other countries as they
care about the people within the borders of
the U.S.
Singh believes such desensitization by the
American public to the issues going on abroad
is due to two reasons. The first reason is that
Americans are at the imperial center where
the privilege lies. This allows Americans to be
unconcerned because they know there is no
danger in them going out and about.
The other reason is fear. The government
further established public apathy by presenting foreigners as the enemy. Wright believes
another reason for the desensitization is people not knowing how to educate themselves
on the issues happening around the world.

“Information overload has led to people not
knowing what to pay attention to and you
have to work yourself to find what information is good,” Wright said.
Singh made the analogy that supporters for
Hillary Clinton would not vote for her if she
said black lives do not matter, but she has effectively said, in other words, that Palestinian lives do not matter. Yet, the very same
voters chose to overlook this, saying that she
will do better on domestic issues. There is a
quick dismissal of this fallacy, which is problematic.

There is a connection between the violence that goes on in the U.S., like the police
brutality, and the violence going on abroad.
“We have to connect the excess militarization abroad with the growing militarization
here,” Wright said. "All the movements stand
in solidarity with each other and that should
be the conversation.”
Both professors agree that there needs to
be dialogue on this topic. There have already
been good conversations on campus, and
are just one of the many ways the silence on
privilege can be broken.

Professor Peter Wright, left, and Professor Rashna Singh, right. Photo by Beau Carlborg

Water Reclamation Adjunct Takes a Front Seat in Social Entrepreneurship
By ANNA SMITH
A new adjunct course at Colorado College
is breaking traditional classroom boundaries. Formally titled “Innovation for Poverty
Alleviation: Water in the Tropics” and taught
by Economics Professor Daniel Johnson, the
class seeks first to understand water issues,
then to design a plan to distribute a water
reclamation system created by an Indian scientist.
The water reclamation system, designed
by Dr. Senthil Kumar of Tamil Nadu, collects
condensation from industrial air conditioning equipment to provide potable water for
those without ready access.
Dr. Kumar approached Johnson at a conference about ideas to support the technology’s adoption, and Johnson took the steps
to form the class. The class plans to explore
cultural norms, environmental challenges,
technological limitations, financing models,
partnership strategies, and implementation

hurdles before formulating final project proposals about how to enable innovation that
genuinely benefits community members.
“Our goal is simply to bring students together around a challenging, real-world
problem, to give them community and content around which to engage, and to help
them bring their own intellect, creativity,
and energy to bear on something that matters,” said Johnson.
This is not a hypothetical case; the group’s
solutions may be used to deploy the innovation in India and elsewhere. Dr. Kumar will
participate in the continuing conversation,
and genuinely wants student input on how
to proceed.
When Johnson decided to teach the class,
he expected three to five students to be involved. To his surprise, 27 students of various
majors expressed interest. The class gives .25
units of credit and formally meets once per
week, although students are encouraged to
get together and talk about steps to move

forward as frequently as possible.
Each week, a presentation is offered to students by a content-matter expert. For example, this past Wednesday, Carlos Pineda, the
Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning Supervisor at CC, came in to talk about how air
conditioning systems work and hypothetical
situations of collecting condensation.
“I think the biggest problem you would run
into in implementing condensation collection systems is the cooperation of a city and
funding,” said Pineda. “It can take years to
plan this type of thing and millions of dollars
to get it going. The pay-off period is long.”
The Innovation Institute provided guidance and encouragement to get the course
off the ground, and has some experience in
similar programs. For example, they offered
the Soup Kitchen Challenge as an extracurricular opportunity two years ago, a challenge which had some similar elements.
Why this particular challenge? “It seemed
to have potential to make a difference, while

offering an unstructured learning opportunity for current CC students in which they
might blend their education with problemsolving in a multidisciplinary environment,“
said Johnson.
The class has a flexible structure and is
currently still tackling where to begin. Questions are being asked such as: should this be
implemented somewhere in the U.S. first?
Where would the students of this class be
most helpful in implementation plans? Johnson is giving students the reins and is letting
them decide the syllabus and curriculum.
“Knowing how to embrace ambiguity, how
to lean into it with confidence in your own
ability to learn and adapt and collaborate
and create and fail and recover… that’s what I
honestly hope to teach in this class,” he said.
The class welcomes ideas and insights
about water reclamation social entrepreneurship. If interested in joining the project
or sharing your strengths, email daniel.johnson@coloradocollege.edu.

Administration Looks to Build CC Brand Through Strategic Plan
By NOELLE EDWARDS
As more and more construction projects
pop up around campus, it is hard not to
wonder what our campus will look like over
the coming years. While the renovation of
Tutt Library is the most obvious change to
the school, Colorado College’s campus will
receive numerous facelifts in compliance
with the implementation of the Strategic
Plan.
The Strategic Plan, or Building on the
Block, is the overall vision for the college.
The most recent plan was approved in 2013.
The Master Plan, a 121-page document, is a
subset of Building on the Block. This Master
Plan includes the physical plan for the college campus. One aspect of this plan, the
new hockey rink, has moved up in priority
after a generous $8 million donation from
CC alum Edward J. Robinson ’54. The new
hockey rink, which will be named after its
primary donor, will replace the CC Inn, situated between Nevada Avenue and Cache La
Poudre Street. Furthermore, Honnen Ice
Arena is currently the least energy-efficient
building on campus. The new ice rink will
be constructed using sustainable building

practices and materials.
Some students were hesitant about the
demolition of the CC Inn, especially due
to recent housing shortages on campus.
The CC Inn offers a special type of living
situation for students that is not emulated
in dorms like Slocum or Mathias. Junior
Sawyer Finley said, “I just think that if they
accommodate living with the same sized
rooms and like a little bit of a transition to
off-campus like the Inn is, then it’s not a big
deal at all. [The Inn] is halfway between living off campus and living in a dorm.” While
housing shortages are always a concern, the
construction of the new residence building on the east side of campus will add 154
beds. Furthermore, the CC Inn was never
meant to be a long-term housing solution in
the Master Plan. The new residence building
will consist of house-like buildings along
with apartments or brownstones that will
hopefully mirror and improve upon the CC
Inn experience.
President Jill Tiefenthaler said, “the CC
Inn won’t come down until the fall of ‘18.
And so that will still house students next
year. By the following year we’re estimating
that we’ll have several new cottages for stu-

dents. So we think between the cottages and
the new 154 beds we’ll be in good shape for
the ‘18-19 academic year.”
Furthermore, the Master Plan includes
plans to renovate the cottages that currently
sit on the East side of campus. According to
the Master Plan, “Several of these cottages
have been renovated and the rest are in
varying stages of disrepair.” The renovation
of these cottages provides a transition to the
neighborhood surrounding the CC campus
and is determined as a medium-term goal
within the Strategic Plan.
Another recent donation to the Strategic
Plan has also given higher priority to the
new Innovation Institute that will be built
on campus on the corner of Uintah and Cascade. This $8.5 million donation was given
to CC by an anonymous donor. Innovation
programs at CC have been developing over
the past couple of years with programs such
as the Big Idea and Innovation Thursdays.
With the momentum from this donation,
CC is closer to creating a new Innovation
Center on campus, to replace the current
home for innovation at CC in the Morreale
Carriage House.
President Tiefenthaler said, “Innovation

is a huge part of our DNA at CC. The strategic planning process is both looking at our
alums and what they’re doing in the real
world and also what our students are interested in, [and identifying that] there is this
sort of really creative, out of the box, funky,
innovative group of people [at CC].”
This innovative DNA that our community
embodies will be able to grow and expand in
this new Innovation Center. The center intends to include an Innovator-in-Residence
program, a media lab, and a commercial
kitchen. Students will also have the opportunity to work with alum, faculty, and parents.
While buildings like the new ice rink and
the Innovation Center have not yet begun
construction, our campus is already beginning to change. Some of the completed
initiatives included the launch of the Butler
Center, the recently developed Journalistin-Residence Program, and the development of more free Block Break programs.
However, CC has a long way to go in completing its Strategic Plan. Current construction projects include the Tutt Library Renovation and the new apartments on the east
side of campus.
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Disturbing the Peace: Stirring Up Change Towards a Peaceful World
By NORBERT MCGETTIGAN
Disturbing the Peace, a film about nonviolent direct action against the IsraeliPalestine conflict, was shown at Colorado
College for an exclusive pre-screening last
Friday Nov. 4.
The film was accompanied by filmmakers
Stephen Apkon and Marcina Hale, along
with Sulaiman Khatib, one of the main characters. After the screening, the filmmakers
provided the opportunity for questions and
the opportunity to create a dialogue.
The goal of the movie is to motivate people to get involved and help stop the daily
violence that occurs in the Middle East
and throughout the world. "Really what
it’s about,” said Hale, “is being able to motivate people to understand that they have
to make difference, they are making a difference with everything they do.”
The movie illustrates the philosophies
and actions of Combatants for Peace, the
organization consisting of Palestinians and
Israelis fighting the occupation of Palestine
through nonviolent means. It displays the
both sides of the conflict and documents
the nonviolent actions and demonstrations
carried out by Combatants for Peace.
For Apkon and Hale, the process started
four years ago. At the time, they were starting a nonprofit called Reconsider, a “media
production and workshop organization that
inspires innovation, encourages creativity,

stirs responsibility, and forms community
in an effort to make our world more dynamic, connected, and inspiring.”
During that time, they were introduced to
Combatants for Peace. “We really weren’t
sure there was anything new to say about
the conflict—until we met these guys,” said
Apkon. “They’re the only, as far as we know,
the only binational group of enemy combatants working together through nonviolence during an ongoing armed conflict.”
Along the way they also got to know Sulaiman Khatib, co-founder and Managing
Director of Combatants for Peace. He grew
up feeling the presence of the Israeli army
in the village of Hizme in north-east Jerusalem and started fighting at a young age.
At age 13, he joined the “Fatah” movement,
and one year later was arrested for stabbing
Israeli soldiers. He was sentenced to 15
years in prison.
While in prison, he learned an alternative solution to the violence that currently
dominates society. “I came to learn about
nonviolence as a strategic and ideological
life, actually, and a lot of it is resisting the
status quo, the reality,” said Khatib. “I was
introduced through hunger strikes… and
also through learning about nonviolence in
history.”
He partook in several hunger strikes to
improve prison conditions, some lasting as

long as 17 days. Additionally, he worked in
the prison library, where he developed his
worldview and read about the history of the
Jewish people. After learning their narrative, Khatib developed empathy and understanding for the Israeli people.
The effort to understand both sides of the
conflict is connected to the reconciliation
track of Combatants for Peace. Since the organization is binational, people often harbor anger and hatred for the other side, and
it takes time, hard work, and a lot of conversation to overcome the barrier.
"This framework… is essential and it will
stay very important,” said Khatib. “The dialogue part, the reconciliation part, is very
important to build those bridges.”
One of the ways in which they build these
bridges is the Theatre of the Oppressed,
which relies on interactive theater to reestablish everyone’s right to exist in dignity.
During performances, both Israeli and Palestinian people reenact scenes from their
own lives, and then encourage the audience
to participate and think about what they
would do in that situation.
The other equally important aspect is direct action. A large misconception about
nonviolence is that it is passive, but it is
quite the opposite. After learning the whole
story and realizing violence is not the solution, participants must take action and ac-

tively resist the cycle of violence through
demonstrations and visual arts.
Combatants for Peace uses life-sized puppets in every freedom march and demonstration to get their message across to children, adults, and soldiers alike. Similarly,
they create a wall of cardboard and then
run through it, symbolizing the destruction
of the wall in the West Bank separating Israel and Palestine.
“It creates an environment of nonviolence, actually, like the feeling,” said Khatib. “Because, honestly, in the Palestinian
tradition, demonstration is kids throwing
stones, that’s what happens. So when they
have puppets, actually, it makes a fun feeling.”
To get involved and stay updated with
Disturbing the Peace, text “Peace” to 668-66.
The movie will be coming to Denver in early
2017. Additionally, you can find out more
about Combatants for Peace and donate to
the organization at cfpeace.org.
“What we succeed through ten years as
combatants for peace that now it’s visited,”
said Khatib.
He continued, “You can see a joint nonviolence, which is huge change. It’s a joint
Israeli, Palestinian, grassroots, nonviolent
[movement]. This is succeeding in creating
the seeds of that. This is a huge change.”

NASU Continues Fighting for Indigenous Identities and Issues
By ERICA WILLIAMS
Last month marked the 524th anniversary of the day Christopher Columbus
stepped foot on the shores of North America and jumpstarted American colonization.
Across the U.S., Columbus Day is observed like any other national holiday.
Post offices are closed, stores are only
open for special hours, and many public and private universities, primary and
secondary schools, and public school districts schools give their students a day off.
Sophomore Aubrey Skeeter, who is a
member of the Native American Students
Union (NASU), discussed how NASU started a petition last year for the school to of-

ficially observe “Indigenous People’s Day”
rather than “Columbus Day.”
The group raised awareness through
various social media platforms and a few
protests. When asked if the changing of
the name has affected the student body’s
attitude towards Native issues, Skeeter
feels as though it “has allowed indigenous
students to feel slightly less excluded from
the campus community... but [she doesn’t]
think that it has brought about the type of
awareness and change that students had
hoped for.”
Skeeter sees the changing of the name of
the holiday “as a stepping stone in bringing about awareness to indigenous iden-

Members of NASU protest the DAPL and raise awareness for Indigenous People's Day during Block
2. Photos by Daniel SarchÉ

tities and issues revolving around indigenous people.”
The Butler Center released an email
following a protest by members of NASU
regarding the construction of the pipeline.
The email said that the college “affirms its
commitment to the indigenous members
of our community” by “strengthening our
campus-wide understanding of Indigenous People’s Day, which CC began honoring in 2015” and by raising awareness
through “educational programming —in
collaboration with the student demonstrators” to “raise greater awareness about the
DAPL controversy and other similar, but
perhaps less publicized situations that im-

pact the lives of indigenous communities.”
The email was sent to the entirety of the
CC student body, staff, and faculty, demonstrating the school’s commitment to
raising awareness of Native American issues.
The statement is an important step in
the process of reexamining history and accurately celebrating those who made positive contributions to its course.
November is Native American Heritage
Month, and NASU will be holding several
events. They will be posted in the daily
student digest as well as on flyers around
campus. All community members are welcome and encouraged to participate.
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The Other 50 Percent
By JACKSON PAINE

On the morning of Nov. 9, I checked my Facebook newsfeed to behold dozens of posts from liberal friends, all horrified and shocked by the news. “I’m speechless.” “I can’t
believe this could happen in our country.” I admit to feeling this speechlessness, having had to recover my jaw from its place on the floor after seeing the New York Times
projection on the election do a complete 180 at around 9 p.m. on Tuesday night.
At the end of the day it was a close race but Trump and his supporters won. That is nearly 50 percent of this country’s voting citizens. 50 percent of Americans are experiencing happiness, not sadness. 50 percent are breathing sighs of relief and hugging their family out of gratitude and satisfaction, rather than anxiety. We are so disconnected
from this other happy 50 percent of the country that we can hardly understand their joy at these results.
So while the results of this election are shocking, I would argue that Trump’s victory is not half as shocking as our profound disconnect with half of the country.
We are all complicit in Trump’s election, even those of us who voted for Hillary or a third party candidate. We are complicit because we did not engage with the opposition as people. As the First Monday speaker Mark Heatherington said not three weeks ago: “we don’t experience each other.” Most of us didn’t see Trump’s supporters as
anything more than red bars on a graph, or a worrisome minority on a poll. It was easier to shake our heads and brush Trump aside than it was to actually engage with the
people driving him from candidate to nominee to president elect.
Now, nothing can be done. The polls are tallied, a winner was declared, and a concession speech has been read. All we can do now is try to span the disconnect that led
us to be so blindsided.
If you want to be mad about the election results, be mad. If you want to be surprised, be surprised. But don’t be stagnant. Instead, get outside of the campus bubble and
find some people that disagree with you. This isn’t an option for everyone due to issues of safety, but it is worth the effort to engage in dialogues within spaces where you
feel comfortable. Listen to other people’s objections and they will listen to yours. Both sides will benefit from getting their head out of their respective echo chambers once
in a while, and maybe then we can begin to see each other as people.

Run Towards the Fire
By JACOB WALDEN

The national media is in hyperdrive about the coming end of the world. That is the same media that assured us this would never happen. Sure, wallow in
despair tonight. Shiver under your covers. Sob. Yell into your pillow. Poo-poo the loss of your stock options. Make your one-click Amazon purchase of Russian
Rosetta Stone. But tomorrow morning your country expects you to wake up early, pull yourself together, and carry on. You and the country will survive. The
tear stains will come out of the pantsuit.
The most un-American response is to accede to the idea that the election of one acidic, orange-marinated ego is the end of our 238-year-old democracy.
That is weak. We are stronger. We are 320 million people raised with a visceral belief in the Constitution. The women and men who built our institutions did
not cower before their injustices. They faced them head on and changed them for the better.
America did not end tonight. America ends when people like you and I believe that we can no longer repair our faults.
It ends when people stop resisting and stop caring.
There is no better time than now to fight for what is right. Sometimes opportunities for greatness are thrust upon
us. When the going gets tough, get tougher. And while you’re pulling yourself together tomorrow, ask yourself: when
the fire comes, will you run away, or will you rush in to help?
Do not be afraid. Do not run away. Run towards the fire and fight it. I, for one, will be
there with you.

The Catalyst

•

Opinion

•

9

November 11, 2016

Anger is Not a Plan

Who the Media Pays Attention To

By MAX KRONSTADT

By HANNAH GLOSSER

How is it that all respected news outlets, pollsters, and political scientists anticipated an overwhelming Hillary Clinton win? The media covered Trump’s candidacy tirelessly, but did they fail to take him seriously?
Salena Zito wrote in The Atlantic, “The press takes him literally, but not seriously; his supporters take him seriously,
but not literally.” The news media dominated by liberal sentiment is out of touch with the citizens of this country. The
job of the news is to inform public opinion, but disenfranchised voters did not want to listen.
The 2016 election cycle has revealed that the media has less influence than many assumed. There was extensive
fact-checking, a multitude of editorials and public endorsements, and revealing articles on Trump’s lewd and racist
remarks. The media’s constant critique of Trump reinforced the prevalent idea that Trump is an outsider. That he is not
a part of the political elite and is a normal, ‘real’ American.
I hope this does not indicate the beginning of the decline of the media’s power in informing public opinion and
checking the government. The media attempts to create transparency and accountability within our democracy, and
the weakening of this check is disheartening.

If you believe, as I do, that a Donald Trump
presidency poses an existential threat to
American democracy and world order, then
Tuesday night was angering, confounding,
even depressing. Trump’s election undoubtedly represents a major step backwards in the
march towards a more just world.
However, we must not hang our heads,
throw in the towel, and declare that all is lost.
Trump’s election should instead mark the beginning of a movement to reject hate and divisiveness.
Here are some things I ask of the people who
feel the same way about Trump as I do.
Don’t move to Canada. Don’t joke about
moving to Canada. If you have the financial
means to simply pick up and move to another country, the worst effects of a Trump
Presidency probably won’t fall on you anyway. Running away is cowardly, joking about
running away is disingenuous. Stay here and
fight. We’re going to need all the help we can
get.

Photo By Will Sardinsky

No Longer Being Listened To
By PAULINA UKRAINETS

It’s sometime past 11 p.m. on Tuesday. We’re tossing a flat basketball around a camping table by the fire outside the
lodge, lost somewhere within the liminal space between our preconceived notions of tonight’s reality and the cold,
hard, unbearably painful fact. Donald Trump hasn’t officially been pronounced the winner of the election, but we all
know it’s him. We all know, and a wound that has almost healed is reopened yet again.
It’s easy to say that Colorado College is not a community of faith, and in terms of religion, perhaps that’s true. We did,
though, have faith in America. We had faith that the rights and opinions of the majority of our community were valued.
Tomorrow, we will wake up and go to class, where we’ll be told that we matter; that we are going to change the world
for the better. Today, though, that’s hard to believe. It’s hard to believe that the essential rights that some of us fought so
hard for are likely to be swept away into the great Trump void within a matter of months. It’s hard to comprehend that
so many things I’ve believed are being challenged, challenged in a way that doesn’t let me respond.
It seems as though so many of us were only just beginning to be heard, and yet we are no longer being listened to.
Our voices fade into white noise that screams “Make America Great Again;” I become less and less inclined to whisper.

Don’t despair any longer than is absolutely
necessary. Don’t pretend to despair because
you think that will make you seem politically
aware and passionate. We all have a right to
grieve, to feel lost and hopeless, but we also
have an obligation to move on, and to renew
our commitment to fight for our values.
Engage with people who don’t think the
same way you do. We cannot dismiss Trump
supporters as just a radical group of racist,
sexist, uneducated people—they have real,
justified concerns, and they run our country
now. In order to effectively deal with a Trump
presidency, we must understand where his
supporters are coming from.
As Hillary Clinton said before the election,
anger is not a plan. Protesting is the beginning of a plan. Working hard on local issues,
organizing around specific causes, and making sure Democrats win big in two years are, in
my mind, the only viable paths forward. That’s
my plan. I hope it will be yours too.

Photo By Marta Sola-Pfeffer
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When Sharing Petitions Maybe is Enough
By PAULINA UKRAINETS
If you’ve been on Facebook anytime in
the last two weeks or so, it is very likely that
a myriad of posts about the Dakota Access
Pipeline (DAPL) have appeared on your
newsfeed. Perhaps you’ve even posted one
yourself, hoping that the cops at the site
wouldn’t be smart enough to understand
that “Randing Stock” actually means Standing Rock. Perhaps you posted hoping that the
sheer number of Facebook check-ins would
overwhelm the police, who, apparently, are
tracking the number of protesters at Standing Rock through check-ins.
A couple of weeks ago, The Catalyst published an opinion piece by John Feigelson
titled: “Sharing Petitions Isn’t Enough.” The
piece condemned (in my opinion, rightfully)
the kinds of social justice warriors that do

little more than, well, share petitions on their exert the largest amount of power. In the time
social media pages. In the case of Standing that has passed since the Facebook check-ins
Rock, the check-ins perhaps seem overdone. started gathering momentum, the media
Surely, the simple solution would be for the coverage of the protests at Standing Rock has
protesters not to check in at all, making it dramatically increased; DNB, Norway’s bigimpossible for the police
gest bank that is funding
to track them using Face10 percent of the project,
Sometimes sheer
said that it is reconsiderbook.
ing its participation in the
Perhaps the answer is
numbers are what is
not so clear after all. Un- needed to make change financing of the pipeline;
fortunately, it’s quite likeSenator Tim Kaine has
happen
ly that nowhere near as
voiced his support for remany people knew about
routing the pipeline.
Perhaps the timing is purely coincidental,
this attempt to build a pipeline in the middle
of the sacred Sioux lands before the Face- but it’s hard to say that the Facebook probook DAPL ‘uprising.’ While physical and vo- tests have not made a significant impact on
cal activism is, without a doubt, preferable to the public’s—and thus the media’s—percepits online variety, sometimes sheer numbers tion of the DAPL. In his article, Feigelson

said: “However, sharing petitions and liking
people’s posts doesn’t affect change.” After
watching the Facebook protests unfold, I’d
have to respectfully disagree. It’s absolutely
true that it is more rewarding, both for yourself and for whatever campaign you may
be supporting, to physically participate in
a protest and attempt to enact change with
your whole being, rather than with the endless tapping of fingers on a keyboard. However, sometimes sheer numbers are what is
needed to make change happen, and those
numbers are much more likely to be gained
through online petitions rather than physical
participation. Thus, Feigelson, I’d have to respectfully disagree: sometimes sharing petitions is powerful enough to make change.

Photo By Ethan Cutler

Representing More Than a Protest
By CONNER CORBRIDGE
Opposition to the Standing Rock pipeline
is much more than protest. It is more than a
parsing of the intricate details of consultation
issues, treaty issues, and environmental issues. The movement is emblematic of something much further engrained in the history of indigenous peoples—namely, a stand
against colonialism. Only by taking into account this broader lens can we evaluate the
issue in a fair way. By nitpicking the legal
grounds of the opposition, we are avoiding
the context, namely the threat that white imperialists have been imposing on native bodies for centuries.
To all who are quick to tell me I have an obvious bias when it comes to the issues related
to this movement, I reply: “Good.” This directionality is intentional. Even if a careful evaluation of the situation doesn’t seem to prove
obvious error on the behalf of Dakota Access,
I would feel wholly comfortable giving the
benefit of the doubt, for once, to peoples who
have been systematically oppressed for hundreds of years. In some small way, that would
be a step towards evaluating them as fairly
as we seem to evaluate big oil and corporate
entities that are now trying to treat them as
expendable. It isn’t that they should be above
careful evaluation, but because the critiques
of big oil and the forces that have been dominant for so long are currently in short supply
and would be more equitable. Of course, the
better formatted, more legally adept, ‘solid’
evidence and arguments seem to be coming from the multi-billion dollar oil company trying to build a pipeline. They have the

money and power to do as they please at the
expense of the indigenous and the environment, hire the best legal teams, and lobby for
legal changes that give them an advantage. It
is not they who have had resources and opportunities denied and taken from them year
after year since the very first colonial forces
infected their way of life. The context for this
discrepancy is hundreds of years in the making, and over this same period of time the minority opposition has continuously received
less land, less consideration, and heightened
disempowerment.

This period of mass
apathy must end and
people must be fiercely
participatory for
radical change to occur.
Even if we assume that Dakota Access properly consulted the Native people whose main
source of water would be jeopardized by a
leak, did not destroy sacred sites and unique
archaeological relics instead of waiting for
court decisions, and respected law related to
environmental and water issues, there would
still be plenty that legitimizes this opposition.
Corporate and especially government forces
have trampled indigenous rights for too long
by violating promises ‘guaranteed’ in treaties, slowly reclaiming land given to the indigenous, and systematically neglecting the

health and needs of Natives in the name of
profit.
The Standing Rock movement is not only
a pivotal starting point in the fight against
corporate greed and colonialism; it is an important event for environmental protection.
The world is finally realizing the dire need for
a transition away from its paralyzing dependence on oil. No matter how much hotter the
climate has gotten, no matter how damaged
ecosystems around the world have become,
our government and businesses seem dead
set on ignoring the consequences until it is
far too late. The election of Donald Trump
and a Republican Congress represents the
worst-case scenario, and leaves us few options other than the kind of direct opposition
that is occurring at Standing Rock. As NPR
reports, in Trump’s first 100 days in office he
has promised to make over 50 trillion dollars
worth of fossil fuel reserves accessible, allow
construction of the Keystone Pipeline, and
cancel all funding for existing climate change
programs with the UN. He himself is a climate change skeptic, and is appointing notorious deniers and energy lobbyists to lead
the EPA transition and head his DOE team. If
we want change, we are going to have to fight
fiercely for it.
The Standing Rock opposition is a representational movement that has arisen out of
necessity, and demonstrates the shifts that
are occurring in the way people demand
and facilitate change. It represents members
from indigenous groups and environmental groups, among others, putting their foot

down and demanding a voice. It represents
the empowerment of individuals to step up
and, even in the face of our nation’s most
powerful forces that have ignored them for
so long, act in a way that allows them to be
heard. Victory on this issue, however slight,
legitimizes the efforts of all those who have
dedicated their time and emotion. It would
show that the environment and Native peoples are not expendable, but rather factors
that need to be fully and fairly considered by
corporations and governments alike.
This opposition is necessary because it
is instigating a level of resistance that has
been long overdue. It is the movement that
is helping to shape and empower the people
that will fuel change going forward. We need
this movement to continue to draw people,
especially youth, into action. To realize that
on some issues it is too late to rely on slow,
incremental change. To realize that it isn’t
comfortable or convenient to be fully effective in these movements, but that there must
be some sacrifice. Any great change has and
will require struggle. This period of mass
apathy must end and people must be fiercely
participatory for radical change to occur.
If the Standing Rock movement is successful, the benefits will be much more than the
physical act of stopping the pipeline and
preventing its associated risks. It will further
prove that people can and will change what
needs to be changed, no matter how prolific
and established the problem may be. Mni
Wiconi. Water is life.
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A Conversation with Newt Gingrich: Respecting the Other Side
By ZACH ZUCKERMAN
Last week, I read Trump’s contract with
the American voter while preparing for my
interview with former Speaker of the House
and potential future Secretary of State, Newt
Gingrich. I feverishly researched to find
questions that would not exhibit any sort of
bias. With my long hair and Colorado College
education, I didn’t want Gingrich to immediately write me off, and I also did not think it
would be fair to my listeners to lean towards
one side or the other.
The more I researched our newest president, the more I was appalled. I wanted
to ask Gingrich questions about Trump’s
promises in his Contract with the American
Voter that would destroy the environment.
Trump claims he will “lift the restrictions on
the production of $50 trillion dollars’ worth
of job-producing American energy reserves,
including shale, oil, natural gas, and clean
coal,” lift the Obama-Clinton roadblocks and
allow vital energy infrastructure projects, like
the Keystone Pipeline, to move forward, and
finally, “cancel billions in payments to UN climate change programs and use the money to
fix America’s water and environmental infrastructure.” These measures would effectively
put us in an irreversible path to damage our
planet past the point of no return. How could
Gingrich vote for a man who disregards scientific consensus with such hubris?
Other gems in the contract will certainly
lead to international fall out and great economic volatility. Trump “will announce [his]
intention to renegotiate NAFTA or withdraw
from the deal under Article 2205. [He] will
announce our withdrawal from the TransPacific Partnership. [He] will direct the Secretary of the Treasury to label China a currency manipulator.” Does Gingrich, who
could soon be negotiating these deals, really
not see great international backlash and potential fallout with China by taking these ag-

gressive stances?
The questions seemed too incredulous;
Trump’s contract was filled with many more
of these vague promises that don’t seem realistic to carry out in the first 100 days of his
presidency. Given Trump’s complicated relationship with honesty, I doubted whether
people would believe he would deliver. I was
confident that the American voter would not
elect a man who thinks it’s wise to encourage
countries such as Saudi Arabia and Japan
to develop their own nuclear weapons. One
who denigrates and brags about sexually assaulting women. A man who bankrupted his
own business four times and was the first
presidential candidate in the last 40 years to
refuse to release his tax returns.
I listened to Gingrich reference the Icelandic, Austrian, and Filipino elections, explaining how populist campaigns were bucking
the political establishment. Still, I was skeptical. These were elections on a smaller scale.
Iceland doesn’t even have half a million people. Plus, Gingrich peppered the audience
with his humor and sharp wit, but also with
scare tactics and exaggerations to defend his
conservative point of view. He deflected major threats to our country like climate change
by spouting off the ludicrous idea that there
was a legitimate chance an ISIS suicide
bomber would trigger a nuclear bomb in
the middle of New York City. He thinks this
threat is greater than the millions of Americans and billions of global citizens that will
be affected by global climate change. The
problem Gingrich refused to admit was that
climate change was already causing both national and international turmoil.
On Wednesday, I walked into a somber
class. As a college-educated American, a demographic of which the majority opposed
Trump in this election, I believed the majority of America would see through his fear-

mongering, separatist rhetoric. I trusted the
media, some sources so confident (I’m talking to you, Huffington Post, with your 98.7
percent chance of Hillary Clinton winning
the presidency) that their blatantly lazy and
bandwagon journalism was headachingly
appalling once my post-election hangover finally struck. I lost confidence in a lot of publications I’ve read since I first learned how to
read. The New York Times predicted a Clinton victory since the beginning of the general
election. Clearly their reporting was flawed
and biased. Besides their formal endorsement, they added fuel to the Trump propaganda machine by continually putting out hit
piece after hit piece that only added to ‘the
media is against me’ narrative his campaign
mastered quite early.
As Gingrich said, Trump was held to a different standard than his opponents and people continually forgave transgression after
transgression.
Regardless of the patent absurdities in
Trump’s contract to the American voter, he is
our president. He does in fact have the support of the Senate and the House, the first
time since 1928. He will elect a new Supreme
Court justice. The people have chosen to believe short-term relief, mainly fueled by hatred, racism, and misogyny, will lead to longterm prosperity. Impulsively voting on ones
insecurities—what could go wrong?
We need to remember and respond to the
injustices the Democratic Party levied on
Bernie Sanders. We need to rid Washington
of the corruption that was unearthed via
WikiLeaks. We need to educate all Americans on the struggles people of color, those in
the LGBTQIA+ community, and all marginalized communities face as Americans. And
most importantly, we need to listen to the
other side without judgment. We can’t label
50 million people in our country as racist big-

ots. We need to hear the needs of those who
are disenfranchised and angry, and try to
educate those who are bigoted. We must try
to understand the experiences that have fueled their anger, so that the Trumps of the future can be thwarted. Trump spoke to a part
of America that we in the CC community do
not often identify with. We need to reconcile
and compromise, to bring back partisanship
on a local level first before it ever reaches the
White House, rather than ostracizing one another.
Going back to my interview with former
Speaker Gingrich, I ended up picking questions that I thought my audience would want
to hear but also that he would legitimately
answer. Although I disagree with him, I treated him with respect so that our time would be
as productive as possible. I respect Gingrich’s
scrutiny, his tenacity, and the fact that he enjoyed and appreciated specifically speaking
at a liberal school like CC. I disagree with his
view on the world, American politics, and especially social politics, but I still enjoyed my
time interviewing him. And if Gingrich reads
this article, although he would disagree with
much of what I’m saying, I think he would
respect my right to write it. I can’t speak for
anyone else’s experience besides my own
as a cis, white male. If I was an immigrant,
a minority, or a Muslim, I would be absolutely incensed and utterly afraid. As a proud
feminist and a Jew, I can empathize. Trump’s
last ditch ad that pandered to the neo-Nazis
of this country was directed at me and embraced by Rocky Sufrayda, the president of
the American Nazi Party. The only way to
quell said fear in the long-term is to embrace
dialogue and debate, respect one another,
and show the other side that we are all humans, we are all Americans with an equal say
in who we elect, and most of us have compassion and empathy in our hearts.

Newt Gingrich and Zach Zuckerman. Illustration By Ben Murphy
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Short-Term Mod Pod Initiates Long-Term Change
By CHANEY SKILLING

Cartoon By Caroline Li

The bright orange Mod Pod is the latest addition to the
Colorado College campus. Home to numerous tables and
couches, as well as the famous Chas Coffee Cart and its
caretaker, Steve, the Mod Pod provides a welcome space
for students to spread out their work, socialize between
readings, take a quick cat nap, and put the final touches on
papers and projects. However, with the renovations of Tutt
Library underway, it looks as if the Mod Pod’s temporary
status has been solidified. Once Tutt reopens next fall,
the Writing Center, QRC, and Coffee Cart will make their
way back to the upper floors of the new and improved
library. Nevertheless, what began as a temporary space

has preemptively adopted the new culture of Tutt 2.0: new library design will be equally as welcomed next fall.
“The success of the Mod Pod as a study space has led me
collaboration.
Attributing it to the larger layout, Kat Bell, Associate to believe that we are on the right track with our design
Director of the Writing Center, said the Mod Pod has for the new building,” said Freeman. “I know that students
triggered an increase in student collaboration across the love the Mod Pod, but I really think they are going to love
board. “From 9 a.m. until late in the evening I see students the library next year.”
Standing four stories tall, the new Tutt Library will
working on papers together and planning projects,” said
Bell. “I think the Mod Pod has created an atmosphere that nearly double the seating of its predecessor—offering
extensive group spaces inside and out,
promotes group work.” With a semian expanded Colket Writing Center and
covered porch in front and windows
QRC area, and a café on the top floor.
on all four walls, the Mod Pod invites
"While having less
Furthermore, while the Writing Center
much more natural light than the
and QRC will remain separate, the new
previous Colket Center or second floor
physical books seems
design will offer the option for them to
of Tutt. The intermingled couches also
counterintuitive, ulti- collaborate, allowing students working
provide relief from the more traditional
chairs and tables, inviting students to mately the structure and in interdisciplinary courses to take
of both student help centers.
literally sit back and relax.
design of the new library advantage
So, while having less physical books in
As far as design goes, the Mod Pod’s
layout largely mirrors the “open- will facilitate more con- the library seems counterintuitive, the
and design will, ultimately,
concept” design of the new Tutt
temporary research and structure
facilitate more contemporary research
Library. Driven by the mentality of
learning."
and
learning—driven
by
group
openness and sharing, both the Mod
dynamics, technology, collaboration,
Pod and the library were developed to
and the sharing of ideas.
facilitate the spread of ideas between
As for the Mod Pod, it is only a
students and staff. “The Mod Pod
represents, in many ways, what we can expect in the new temporary solution. CC obtained the building permit for
library—collaborative, flexible spaces that are open, light, only a year, and plans to sell the Mod Pod before Tutt
and airy, with access to academic support nearby,” said reopens this coming August. Luckily, the new collaborative
Colket Center Director and Team Tutt Coordinator, Traci culture is not limited to the physical layout of the Mod Pod,
Freeman. While the Mod Pod’s simple, one-story layout and will recommence and expand in the library next fall.
offers limited seating, the Tutt Team is encouraged by how We can only hope the new structure is large enough to
many students have embraced the space, and hope the contain the thriving minds of its students.

CC Queens Take the Stage with Disruptive Power
By JONATHAN TIGNOR
After a brief hiatus in 2015, the Colorado
College Drag Show returned with a
bang, bringing spirit and excitement to
Cornerstone Arts Center for a fantastic
Friday night. In order to raise both money
and awareness for the local LGBTQIA+
community, the queens—comprised of
both students and professionals—took
to the walkway and dazzled the audience
with an engaging performance.
Throughout the night CC was able to
offer an enthusiastic and supportive
environment, as well as some singles
tucked into underwear.
The Drag Show was filled with
spectacular performances featuring high
kicks, splits, twerking, a 1,400-rhinestone
dress, and a swooning audience—those
in attendance were eager to tip their
dancers for the evening, and the dancers
certainly deserved it.
They further thrilled the audience with
cartwheels, pyrotechnics, and an old
YouTube hit about “shoes” (you know
the one). All the while they kept true to
their mission; all proceeds were donated
to Inside/Out Youth Services, the only
LGBTQIA+ youth organization in El Paso
County.
Most residents of Colorado Springs
don’t take the opportunity to interact
or get involved with the transgender
community, and they certainly do not
experience the lifestyle. “The point of
a Drag Show is to be very disruptive to
the status quo,” said Senior Drew Turley,
a.k.a. Iris Ahaddaman, the drag show’s
emcee. “It should take yourself outside
existing circumstances to experience a
piece of reality that you don’t interact
with on an everyday . . . it takes these
aspects of life that we’re not used to
confronting on a regular basis and places
it at the center.”
This disruptive power of the drag show
allowed the community to transcend
societal norms and mores, providing
an almost revelatory experience and
understanding.
Drag
performances
display
an
inherently intersectional culture that

doesn’t align with the dominant, white,
heterosexual culture that tends to prevail
in American institutions. “The fact that
you can see these intersectionalities
reified in drag performances is something
that adds to the disruptive power; it
would not be unheard of for a Latinx
drag queen to perform a Britney Spears
song, or a white drag queen to perform a
Beyoncé song,” said Turley. “Drag frees
us of those essentializing roles given to
us by a dominating system, and gives us
a new exploratory tool,” he continued.
In this way, drag truly breaks societal
expectations. The art of drag becomes
one of exploration. Performers as well as
audience members are able to delve into
new viewpoints or perspectives that they
may have been blind to before. “As an
artistic tool, the performance can allow
us to break down those boxes,” Turley
affirmed.
Additionally, the drag community is
extremely tight-knit. Artificial families
form within the culture as a means of
support and connection. Veteran queens
adopt those new to the game and act as
maternal figures.
“Everyone is so supportive; they’re
always asking ‘how can I help you?’ or
‘come over here let me do your makeup’ .
. . it’s all very much a part of drag culture
and getting to experience that with [the
professional performers] was so nice,”
said Turley.
Not only are members of the drag
community immensely supportive of each
other, some credit must be given to CC for
providing a safe, supportive space for the
Drag Show to take place. Everyone was
engaged and smiling all night, there was
patience through technical difficulties,
and no one was afraid to march up to the
walkway and slip a dollar bill in a bra.
“I was talking to Portia beforehand,
asking about what it is like to be a queen
in the Springs . . . the way she talked
was like ‘yeah it’s hard, but so what?’”
mentioned Turley, “but it was so great
to see how supportive everyone was . . . I
was so proud to be at CC.”

The CC Drag Show lit up Cornerstone Arts Center the night before Bernie Sangers Visited CC Photos By
Daniel Sarché
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Prospect Farm Brings CC Alumni Together in Sustainable Community
By BECCA STINE
Sophie Javna, a Colorado College Alumni,
graduated last May as a theatre major. She
now lives and works on a small farm called
"Prospect Farms" an acre of land "right off of
this horrible fast-food strip...The Filmore." In
the quaint house that sits on the farm, Javna
lives with Mercedes Whitman, who is one of
the main farmers, Ruthie Narkwardt, who cares
for the goats and chickens, and Zac Chapman,
the executive director at Colorado Springs Food
Rescue, all CC alumni.
As she began with the question, "how can I be
a farmer on this land," she now grapples with
larger concepts and ideas about how to shift and
change our local Colorado Springs community.
"It's kind of a complicated story," she begins,
"All throughout CC I found myself in all kinds
of different food circles in the city...when I was
a freshman I was just super super passionate
about local food...I was pretty obsessed." Javna
talks about her relationship with Zac Chapman,
"he was a senior when I was a freshman... I knew
him because we both worked at the CC farm"
Javna talks about the way in which Chapman
got in touch with Craig McHugh, when looking
for a place to live and grow food in the 2016
seasons. McHugh started the non-profit called
"Pikes Peak Small Farms," in 2014, with the
goal of "connecting young people with land in
the springs." Chapman called me, Javna says,
"and said, 'Craig is going to show me this place
and I want you to come see it with me.'" Upon
describing their visit to the property, Javna says,

"it was like heaven...there was so much space...
obviously we're going to move here and live
here and do something cool like growing food
for ourselves…it just happened!" And so began
Prospect Farm.
Once establishing their place on the land,
"another thing just kind of dropped into our
laps," Javna says. Elise Rothman informed
them that Pikes Peak Small Farms had won a
$50,000 USDA marketing grant to work with a
farm start-up. Javna explains that a big part of
the grant was devoted to working with Nanna
Meyer, a professor at UCCS, and collaborate
on a program. "We grow the food, and they
do nutrition and cooking classes for the
community...She's calling them health jams...
we'll be starting in December...We want the
neighborhood to come," Javna says, as she
begins to discuss her attention to the local
community. "Our role is get the produce out,
and basically make it a space that is open and
welcoming to the community," Javna says.
Living in somewhat of a food desert, Javna talks
about the challenges of reaching the immediate
community. "It feels kind of like kindergarten,"
she says, "when you're trying to meet people
and you're like 'hey wanna be friends' but when
you’re an adult it is way more awkward." Over
time, however, Javna has observed progress in
the community, recalling the way in which each
Prospect Farm event brings more community
members, as well as the return of regulars—a
couple seniors from the home across the

Pura Vida: A Look at Student Ana
Gaby’s Life in Costa Rica
By ANA ORTIZ-MEJIAS
“It was my fourth year at the University of
Costa Rica (UCR). I knew that I wanted to go
abroad, so I applied. It was a long process; we
had to do interviews then write essays, and
every stage was a step further. If God wanted
me to go, I would go,” explained Ana Gabriela
Pareja-Alfaro, one of Colorado College’s foreign
exchange students. After all the hard work, Ana
Gaby finally was accepted to study abroad after
her second time applying and going through
the rigorous application process. “I was really
positive; this time I was finally ready. Everything
felt so different, and I had grown as a person,”
said Gaby while humbly describing her feelings.
Gaby loves her experience here in Colorado;
the new culture, people, the Block Plan, being
able to practice and learn more English—it has
exceeded her expectations. “I love to be here,”
she says.
Aside from all the great things Colorado and
the college have to offer, there isn’t a day that
goes by that Ana Gaby doesn’t think about her
home. She was born and raised in San Jose, Costa
Rica. Living in the big city allowed her to enjoy
how close in proximity things were to her house,
while still having mountains and nature around
her. “I live with my parents, my sister, and two
dogs … My sister's name is Maria Emilia, mother
Leonor, and father Carlos” she described. Her
face lit up while reminiscing on all the memories
that she and her family share. “Sometimes my
sister and I were in the room watching movies
or would put on crazy clothes and painted our
faces and then took pictures. We do crazy things.
When we were little we had these ropes on the
ceiling of our room, we then pretended we were
Tarzan and Jane, jumping from bed to bed—my
mother was always worried about us,” she said
giggling. Her family has always been a huge
supporter to her and her choices, allowing her to
go out and experience life the way she wants but
still instilling important morals and values that
Ana Gaby’s cherishes. This strong connection
between her and her family not only extends
out to her close friends but to the entirety of
Costa Rica. “Costa Ricans have a much deeper
connection with each other, they are really warm
… People here at CC are great, but yeah … I am
missing the warm hugs,” she said laughing.
“Pura Vida (pure life) is Costa Rica. We use it
for everything. You can use it for anything you
want to say that is positive. Pura Vida makes you
smile. It is so catchy and you feel good whenever
you say it,” Ana Gaby says.
Costa Ricans have surely grasped and

mastered this concept of living the pure life.
Like anywhere else, there are still those
responsibilities—work, school, things that need
to get done—but ticos (the native word for Costa
Ricans) make sure of keeping certain aspects
of life a priority over others. Food is a very
prominent part of Costa Rica, “Comida tipica,”
(the staple food) usually consists of gallo pinto
(rice and black beans), carne (meat), platanos
(plantains, usually fried), tortillas, and all the
fruit that you could imagine. Food is a way for
people to come together, cook together, and
share special moments. Costa Ricans also share
a love for music and dancing. “Dancing is such
a big part of our culture. In every activity, people
play music and people start dancing. One of
the things that I like the most is that we get to
express ourselves through dancing” she said.
As a choreographer and dance teacher, these
Latin rhythms have always been so important
to her, whether that be Salsa or Bachata. That
type of music has a special place in her heart. On
a larger scale, every year on Aug. 2, thousands
of people get together on a pilgrimage to walk
to a specific church in the city of Cartago,
usually with a certain purpose: favor or prayer
to God. On Sept. 15, Costa Rica celebrates its
Independence Day. Each town or city hosts their
own parade filled with bands, food, music, and
lots of people. Every year since she began school,
Ana Gaby has participated in her cities parade,
be it flag twirling or playing an instrument in her
school’s band. “It is really cool because you feel
like you are being a part of the country and you
are proud of it. I love it; those experiences are like
‘I am Costa Rican.’”
Even thousands of miles from home, Ana
Gaby still brings a part of Costa Rica with her. On
Independence Day, she dressed up in a Costa
Rican soccer jersey and painted the flag on her
face. Even in Colorado, she continues to show
her culture and country and is proud of it. You
are sure to see her room filled with pictures of
her family and friends as well as the Costa Rican
flag on one wall. “One of the things that I would
like to do is cook Gallo Pinto. I want to cook for
the Italian house, where I live, but not just that …
if there is a big event I would like to cook for that
as well. I would like to have an event showing
Costa Rica, for people to know and to see the
beauties we have in our country, and of course
Latin dances!” she expressed proudly. She
has no problem of bringing Costa Rica here to
Colorado, and that is what she hopes to continue
for the rest of her stay at CC.

way, and some children and teachers from a
local school, Community Prep. "They mostly
come hang out," she says, commenting on the
natural affiliation people find that they have
with gardening and agriculture. "Everybody
loves it," she smiles. Javna talks about their
plans to start teaching classes and working with
the Thomas Edison school down the street, "It
has been unexpected and so fulfilling to hear
peoples responses to it...I've been surprised as
to how well this community has responded...
the principal of this school is stoked...he wants
us to get in there immediately."
Upon noticing the change she and the other
members of Prospect Farm have accomplished
in just the past growing season, Javna
discusses the factors that hold us back from
enacting change. "People get distracted by the
conversation about how to start...do I start local,
do I start big, what are the best avenues, da da
da...it's easy to turn that conversation into a
very inward, insular one...just talking... and that
does literally nothing...I think the best place to
start is just get involved...there is really no best
way to start...just do what makes you happy."
With so much concern about large verses
small scale, and the true meaning of "organic"
or "sustainable," people seem to lose sight of
the simplicity and accessibility to real changemaking.
"If you're thinking on a small scale, you're
thinking big picture...you have to think about
how do I fit into the community, access

different markets, address safety concerns...
you're tugging on all these different strings,"
Javna says, "if I'm planting heirloom seeds, I'm
making my own compost, I'm growing food for
my neighbors, and making connections with
those people, that’s all that matters. You can call
it local, you can call it sustainable...those are all
labels that have been coopted to sell things...
to me those labels mean nothing anymore. "In
the state of our planet today, and the dynamic
in Colorado Springs, Javna suggests that it is all
about the people—making human connections
to attempt to better a human-caused issue.
"I'm starting to realize how much power
young people have in this community....its
unbelievable." Javna urges the involvement
of young people in the Colorado Springs
community, "our city is in a really fragile place
right now," she says, "It's really reflective of
our election... right now we're just demonizing
conservative people, but are we actually talking
with them? Are we creating a dialogue? No! So
that’s what is so exciting about living here...you
can actually have input in how this city is being
built...And that’s really difficult because you're
actually doing something!"
We tend to overwhelm ourselves with
big concepts and daunting consequences
of climate change, blinded to the fact that
growing food, becoming more sustainable, and
connecting with community is really simple,
and really doable. "Its cool!" Javna says, "You see
sh-t happen!"

Dates &
Deadlines

the
the
the
big
big
big
idea
idea
idea

Now in its fifth year, THE BIG IDEA is a student team
business competition for students to imagine and
develop innovative ideas, culminating in a presentation
competition with a monetary prize — $50,000!! — to
serve as seed money for launching students’ ideas.
Dec. 5, 2016

Team registration deadline

Jan. 9-19, 2017

Big Idea Half Block course (optional)

Jan. 26, 2017

Teams’ rough draft packets due

Feb. 6-8, 2017

Feedback sessions for teams

Feb. 13, 2017

Finalist teams selected for the competition

Feb. 16, 2017

Finalist teams’ official packets due

Feb. 22, 2017

The Big Idea event! 4-6p.m., Celeste Theatre

Questions?

Contact Jill Lange, Program Manager,
Innovation at CC, at jill.lange@coloradocollege.edu

Innovation at
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Tigers Manage Three Key Points on the Road
By DANIEL KRUEGER
Coming off a thrilling 4-3 victory over
New Hampshire, the Colorado College
men’s hockey team traveled to Baxter
Arena in Omaha, Neb. to face NCHC rival,
University of Nebraska Omaha. The game
was a good chance for the Tigers to gain
some early season points in what is widely
regarded as the best conference in the
country, the NCHC.
Just 56 seconds into the first period,
Nebraska Omaha’s Fredrik Olofsson, the
brother of former CC defenseman Gustav
Olofsson, earned a two-minute minor
penalty for tripping. This power play
opportunity was all sophomore forward
Mason Bergh needed to find the back of
the net, allowing CC to lead 1-0 just 1:37
into the game. In the scoring play, junior
defenseman Teemu Kivihalme ripped
a shot from the point that was blocked
by an Omaha player. After the block, the
puck dropped perfectly to Bergh who took
advantage of the opening and rifled the
shot into the back of the net.
Just two minutes later first-year forward
Kade Kehoe doubled the lead when he
scored the first goal of his young CC career.
On the other side of the ice, sophomore
goaltender Jacob Nehama was fantastic in
his first appearance of the season. He only
allowed one goal and made 31 saves.
According to Head Coach Mike Haviland,
the ability to limit Omaha’s power play
chances was a major key to the CC victory.
“They have talented players on the
power play,” Haviland said. “We stayed
disciplined and limited their chances. It

was nice to see a hard fought game with
not many penalties.”
The game on Saturday was very different,
to say the least. The match was marred
with penalties and bad defense. The final
score was 4-6 in favor of Nebraska Omaha,
who improved to 4-3-1, 1-1-0-0 NCHC.
The CC men dropped to 3-5-0, 1-1-00 NCHC. The game was somewhat of a
flipping of roles in the first 10 minutes.
Just as CC dominated Nebraska Omaha in
game one, the Mavericks dominated the
Tigers in the early going of game two. The
Mavericks put two power play goals on the
board early and, at the 9:13 mark of the
first period, the Tigers found themselves
two goals in the hole. Midway through
the second, in a span of 4:38, Nebraska
Omaha put three goals in the Tiger net
and the game was essentially over with a
1-5 score line.
“We made some mistakes in the second
period and all of a sudden it’s 5-1,”
Haviland said. “We can’t take that many
penalties against a very potent power
play.”
Despite the loss, there are certainly
positives to take away from game two.
Both Bergh and senior forward Luc Gerdes
scored two goals. On the whole, the Tigers
took three very valuable points away from
Omaha and should be a confident bunch
as they head into this weekend’s home
stand against St. Cloud State. The puck
drops at 7:37 p.m. tonight, and at 7:07
tomorrow night at the Broadmoor World
Arena.

Top: Sophomore goaltender Jacob Nehama makes one of his 31 saves in a win against the University
of Nebraska Omaha. Bottom: First-year forward Branden Makara and the Tigers battle St. Cloud
State University tonight and tomorrow. Photos Courtesy of Mark Kuhlmann and casey b.
gibson

Turkish Battle Canons Advance to
Intramural Soccer Championship
By SAMANTHA GILBERT
What happens when you combine a school
that emphasizes the outdoors, an extremely
active student body, and a rigorous academic
schedule? You get a damn good turn out
during intramural soccer season. As one
of the most popular intramural sports on
campus, soccer is played by 356 of the 2,131
students—nearly 17 percent of the student
body. In fact, CC is the #4 nationally ranked
school on the Princeton review’s “Everybody
Plays Intramural Sports” list.
The semifinals for the intramural soccer
league took place this past Monday, Nov. 7,,
on Slocum quad. Preparing for their game on
this gorgeous sunny day were sophomores
Noah Shuster and Quin Gattey who arrived
early to practice their shots on goal.
Shuster and Gattey, members of the
Turkish Battle Canons, went into their
semi-final game with feelings of elation and
hunger: they wanted to advance to the finals
and take home the gold. Gattey, who plays
goalie, admitted to feeling euphoric minutes
before the game started. “We are ecstatic to
be here but not yet satisfied,” Gattey said.
“People are ready to go, so I’m excited to see
what happens today.”
For their semifinal game, the team knew
they wanted to focus both on team play
and the utilization of individual skills. “Our
strength is our ability to know when we
need to play more team-oriented soccer as
opposed to focusing on our individual skills,”
said Shuster.
Gattey agreed, but added that the team’s
individual skills were an important aspect to
their success. “We have speed on the wings,
strong and aggressive defense in the back,
and solid distributors in the middle of the
field,” he said. “The chemistry on the field
has grown a lot and the roles on the team are
more established now.”
Going into their semifinal game with this
positive and confident attitude, the Turkish

Battle Canons fought their way to victory. It
was a game that will go down in intramural
soccer history.
For the entire duration of the game the
score remained 0-0. After regulation, the
teams went into overtime, which consists of
two five-minute halves played golden goal
style, meaning the game ends when the first
team scores. The two five-minute periods
went through and no one scored, so the game
went into penalty kicks. Unlike traditional
penalty kicks, these were like hockey
breakaways in that each player got to start in
the middle of the field and had five seconds
to run with the ball and shoot. Both teams
went through their entire rotation of players
and still the tie couldn’t be broken. “It was
crazy,” said Turkish Battle Canon midfielder
and sophomore Zac Schulman. “Every time
they would score, we would score. Every time
they missed, we missed.”
Back and forth it kept going until finally,
during his second time through the rotation,
a player on the other team missed and
Schulman scored the game-winning goal.
Both Schulman and Shuster agree that
soccer may be one of the most intense
intramural sports at CC. “So many athletes
in intramurals—especially soccer—played
high school soccer or club soccer or even
considered playing at CC,” Shuster said, “so
there are kids that I’ve never heard of playing
a collegiate sport, but they are freaking nasty
on the intramural soccer field.”
With their 1-0 win on Monday, the Turkish
Battle Canons will face off against the Papi
Chulos on Slocum quad, Friday Nov. 11, at
3:30 p.m.
“I think it’s a group of fabulous individuals
who know how to kick butt (and balls) and
look beautiful doing it,” senior midfielder
Annika Kastetter said. “This final match is
the biggest moment of my life. Hands down.”
Whatever you do, don’t miss the action.
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Trump’s Regressive Environmental Policy
Threatens to Exacerbate Global Climate Change
By SARAH LAICO
As the U.S. comes to terms with the reality
of Donald Trump as the 45th president,
countless communities find themselves
consumed by fear. While many feel their
personal safety is at stake, some fear for the
safety of something much larger: the planet.
Since Trump’s proclamation that climate
change is a hoax “created by and for the
Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing
non-competitive,”
environmentalists
across the nation have known that this
businessman-turned-president would have
little interest in protecting natural resources.
Now that Trump has shockingly emerged
victorious, advocates for environmental
protection must ask themselves: what is
the planet’s current situation? Where is the
future of our environment headed? And is
there anything we can do to defend it amidst
a Trump Administration?
It must be noted, as New York Times writer
Andrew Revkin pointed out, that much
of the current environmental situation is
out of Trump’s hands. In recent years,
emission levels of carbon dioxide have
actually decreased due to the use of
abundant and cheap natural gas to
generate electricity, rather than
coal. In addition, the government
has imposed regulations in past
years that restrict pollutants—
regulations to which even
conservatives agreed. The fact
remains, however, that climate
change is not a hoax. Tim
Yulsman of the journalism
program at CU Boulder points
to the North Pole to illustrate
climate
change’s
tangible
consequences. This year there has
been record rainfall at the pole,
to the point that inhabitants have
been evacuated due to subsequent
landslides. Moreover, the pole’s
average temperature this year was a
staggering 15 degrees above normal.
Yet, regardless of who is in power, be it
Trump or the most avid environmentalist,
the rise in greenhouse gas emissions, and
thus climate change, is due to become a
fundamental problem in every country. No
nation wants to sacrifice their economy for
environmental issues, especially a nation
that will be run by businessman Trump.
Currently, the U.S. operates under
the Paris Agreement as its primary
environmental policy. The agreement,
proposed in December of 2015 by the UN,
commits governments to preventing global
temperatures from rising by 2 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels and to
work even harder to keep the rise below 1.5
degrees Celsius. While the agreement is wellintentioned, the proposal is not as aggressive
towards emissions as it could be. To make
matters worse, Trump has threatened to
“cancel” the agreement altogether within
his first 100 days in office and to “stop all
payments of U.S. tax dollars to UN global
warming programs.” This statement spurred
many countries to finally sign the agreement
out of fear, resulting in the agreement
becoming international law on Nov. 4. Thus,
if Trump really does try to follow through,
he will be disinterested, if not powerless—it
would take up to four years for the agreement

to be rescinded.
Trump has been vague about his intended
environmental policies, but he has made
some nerve-wracking assertions. Obama
worked heavily to reduce carbon emissions
via executive orders such as the Clean
Power Plan, and Trump wants to scrap them
completely. (Clinton, on the other hand,
planned to build on the existing legislation,
including the Paris Agreement). Fortunately,
as Environmental Program Professor Corina
McKendry pointed out, executive orders are
“hard to do and hard to un-do.” She conceded
that there will be “roll-back on a lot of efforts
to regulate emissions,” but at the end of the
day, those in power “can’t
weaken [policies] as
much as they
want to.”
After
all,

Myron Ebell, chairman of the Cooler Heads
Coalition, a conservative, a climate skeptic,
and, shockingly, a Colorado College alum.)
Along with these plans, Trump would like to
repeal funding for wind, solar, and nuclear
energy, as well as for electric cars. He is
interested in “[opening] up more public
lands for oil and gas development, which
he could do,” added McKendry. Last but
not least, Trump has looked into restoring
the coal industry, but McKendry thinks this
initiative is “unlikely, due to decreasing
demand internationally” for coal. According
to Lux Research, Trump’s policies—or
what we can make of them—have the
potential to create an extra
3.4 billion tons of
carbon dioxide
emissions

most
Americans
are very aware of
the need to increase
sustainability for the good
of the planet. Plain and simple, “People
don’t want dirty air and dirty water,” said
McKendry. Though the government can
“limit enforcement [of regulations], limit
the budget for enforcement,” people
still ultimately care enough about the
environment that they would push back
should policies be removed.
In addition to dismantling current
legislation, Trump has threatened to destroy
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
altogether. McKendry explained that this
threat is overall rash, and that “he’s just going
to limit it,” which is “consistent with the
Republican platform.” As president, Trump
also has the authority to appoint a new, antiregulatory head of the EPA. “He’s likely [to
put] a big anti-climate person in charge,”
McKendry said. (In fact, Trump is appointing

compared
to Clinton’s
intended policies.
If that weren’t enough
cause for alarm, an FYE student
of McKendry’s revealed the bigger issue:
Trump’s environmental objectives can do
the most damage of any policies he imposes,
for “once we’ve crossed the threshold for
climate change, we can never go back.”
It is easy at a time like this to throw our
hands up in despair and wonder if there is
anything we can do. Revkin recommends
that, for starters, we need to hold Trump
accountable. Trump himself actually
admitted to the Science Debate organization,
“Perhaps we should be focused on developing
energy sources and power production that
alleviates the need for dependence on fossil
fuels.” Additionally, back in 2009, Trump
paid for an advertisement in the New York
Times to publish an open letter to Congress
and the Obama Administration to enact
more aggressive policies towards climate

change and greenhouse gas emissions.
McKendry stated that Trump even signed the
letter, which emphasized that preventative
measures would aid economic growth and
develop new jobs. Therefore, although
Trump is full of threats, he has taken an
appropriate stance on climate change at
some points—we simply cannot let him
forget it.
We also just need to remain calm. As
McKendry stated, Trump cannot rescind
Obama’s executive orders with a simple snap
of his fingers. In fact, Wesleyan economist
Gary Yohe pointed out that when the Clean
Air Act was enacted, not only did the House
and Senate identify carbon emissions as
pollutants, but so did the Supreme Court.
Hence, all three branches of government
have agreed that the Trump Administration
and EPA are obligated to minimize
emissions and the health risks they impose.
Coupled with the fact that wind power, solar
power, and electric cars are getting cheaper,
meaning Trump won’t necessarily be able to
argue for reducing or repealing funds, we
can possibly breathe a small sigh of relief.
Last but not least, in McKendry’s
words, we must remember that “The
federal government isn’t everything.”
McKendry acknowledged that the
government has never been a very
effective advocate for climate
change prevention, and while it
is better to commit nationally
to prevention, “cities and states
have a lot of power.” She pointed
to Edward de Bono’s concept of
“thinking vertically,” meaning
looking at levels of authority not
just from top to bottom, but from
bottom to top. “What is the change?
What political scale has control over
that issue?” she asked. Once these
questions have been answered, we
can find a place at which to intervene,
whether at the state or city level. Writer
Brad Plumer of Vox recognizes California
and New York as just some states that are
working to develop their own policies.
Likewise, he reminds us that environmental
organizations such as the Sierra Club will
never stop fighting for environmental causes.
Should we surrender to imminent
destruction of the planet under the Trump
Administration? Certainly not. Yes, Trump’s
plans are worrisome; yes, he can limit and
potentially dismantle the regulations in
place that fight climate change. But that
doesn’t mean we are powerless. We will hold
him accountable to his past words as much
as we possibly can. We will keep developing
sustainable practices in our day-to-day
lives. We will work individually to minimize
our carbon footprints, and we will work
with organizations, nonprofits, cities, and
states to make changes. Ultimately, what
prevents or exacerbates climate change
is the cooperation of individuals, rather
than reliance on an executive to enact
sweeping policies to protect the planet. We,
as Coloradoans, outdoor recreationalists,
and
environmental
activists,
won’t
stop advocating for the environment or
sustainability just because Trump is now
president.
Photo Courtesy of Public Domain

Climate Change Initiatives Under the Obama Administration
The Paris Agreement

The Clean Power Plan

Mercury and Air Toxic Standards

EPA Methane Emissions Regulations

The Parist Agreement was proposed in 2015 by
the United Nations; the agreement commits to
preventing global temperatures from rising by
2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.
200 countries have signed the agreement. The
U.S. has committed to reducing emissions by
26-28 percent of 2005 levels by 2025.

Obama and the EPA have developed a plan to
reduce carbon pollution from power plants.
Each state must come up with a plan to reduce
emissions by 32 percent from 2005 levels by
2030. The plan intends on expanding the clean
energy economy and preparing communities
for the impacts of climate change.

The Obama Administration set national
limits on mercury, arsenic, and other toxic
pollutions typically released by power plants
and other large industrial plants. In addition,
Obama set standards for cleaner gasoline,
electric vehicles, and reduced ozone and
water pollution.

The EPA released regulations aimed at cutting
methane emissions from the oil and gas
industries. As part of the Clean Power Plan,
Obama also set standards to cut methane
emissions from the agricultural industry.
He also called for more monitoring and
measuring of gas emissions.

CC Lens: Moving Forward Post-Election
“All we can do now is try to span that disconnect that led us to be so
blindsided by this in the first place. Here are some easy places to start:”
Have Dialogues, Not Arguments:
Go into conversations ready to express your ideas and listen to opposing view points. Not all conversations need
winners. Sometimes being calm and collected in your argument is enough to sway others.

Food For Thought Denver:
This group organizes potlucks for people who want to
engage with important topics. From their website: “Each
month we choose a topic, a single word, and have three
speakers who share their experience related to the specific
topic.” The group is all about “encouraging conversation.”

Join Something Municipal:
Didn’t know a single Trump Supporter this election?
Try engaging more with your citywide community. Join
a bowling league, volunteer at a charity, go to city hall
meetings. Find out what others are thinking in a different
context. And then maybe have a beer with them after you
leave.
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