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Background.
A.
How old are you?

1.
B.

"91 plus years."

When did you arrive in Colorado Springs?
1.

During World War I

2.

First memories of his arrival in Colorado Springs.

a.

probably in 1917

He came down on the train (Santa Fe) from Denver seeking re
newed health (he had Tuberculosis).

b»

When he arrived, he walked up Pikes Peak Avenue, and he was

'very much pleased by what I

%w,"

i.e.

the old Antlers Hotel

with Pikes Peak behind it.

c.
First

A.

B.

C.

D.

He lived in a rooming house at 632 N. Nevada.

contacts with Colorado College.
He had been on the faculty of Harvard dental school for five years when
he contracted Tuberculosis.
When he arrived in Colorado Springs, the first thing he did was to go
to Coburn Library at Colorado College.
1.
He met Manly D. Ormes, librarian and Louise Kampf, assistant librar
ian
"a remarkable woman."
As a student he had begun to develop a scientific curiosity.
1.
He started to do some informal research but soon he became very

busy with his dental practice and didn't have much time for thought.
When he came to Colorado Springs he came to Palmer Hall seeking answers
to some questions, and he met Physics professor [Roland Ray3 Tileston.
1.
Tileston saw that Drea "was very much in earnest."
Drea kept in touch with him, though he wasn't seeking anything from
2.

him except advice.
Eventually, Tileston asked Drea to give some lectures on X-ray
at C.

3-

C.

a.
He took these lectures very seriously.
Tileston advised Drea to take some math courses from Dr.
Cajori, head of the math department.

[Florian]

Recollections of Dr. Cajori.
A.
Cajori was "one of the great teachers I've had."

B.
C.

He was in touch with everyone of consequence.
What was his manner in the class room?
1.

"Perfect."

2.

He gave students marks for performance in class, and he kept them
on their toes
treated students who couldn't answer questions firm
ly.
He would have no student in his class who did not study.

D.

Drea was a special student,

E.

Cajori treated him just as severely as he treated all the other students.
Cajori had a very warm nature.

i.e. he was not working for credit and

Recollections of Cesar Davis, student.
A.
"I think he was the brightest student that ever graduated from C. C."

Drea,

William F.

B.
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He was a math major.

C.

"He was sort of a genius in many ways.

D.

society and take an active part in conversation."
He was born in Canon City.

He could get into any kind of

E.

He became the head of the Math department at Northwestern.

Drea's career at C. C.

A.
B.
C.

He lectured on X-ray until World War II.
"I never seek advancement; I let nature take its course."
Colorado Foundation for research in Tuberculosis.
1.
It was based in C. C's chemistry department in Palmer Hall.
a.
The room had been donated to the Foundation.

2.

What kind of work did you ^o in the lab?

3.

b.
Worked with guinea pigs.
c.
Ran an X-ray machine.
The staff.

a.

Grew bacilli.

a.

Dr. Drea.

b.

Dr. [Frank Williamj Douglas* head of the Chemistry department.

Tileston later wanted Drea to teach Physics full time.
A.
In preparation for that he went to St. Louis.

B.

There, he met Dr. A. H. Compton at Washington University (later of Nobel

Prize fame).

1.

They had discussions and Drea remembers one thing especially:

ton attempted unsuccessfully to explain one of his theories to
Drea.
That theory, for which Compton later won the Nobel Prize

Comp

is now called the Compton effect.

Recollections of Dr. [Clyde A.3 puniwayj, President of C. C.
A. Drea lived next to Duniway at 12 College Place.
1. Drea bought that home from Mr. Donaldson, father of Agnes Donaldson,
2. Later he sold it to the college, and the college tore it down.

B.
C.

Drea's baby daughter was outside on the lawn naked; Dr. Duniway came by
and asked her, "Aren't you afraid you'll catch a terrible disease?"
Drea didn't have much more association with Duniway than that.

Recollections of President C. C. Mierow and family.

A.
B.
C.

Drea's daughter Charlotte played with Mireow's daughter Dorothy.

had a "very wholesome relationship."
"A great scholar, in the old traditions."
Mierow's personality.
1.
2.

D.

E.

They

Very earnest.
Very modest.

He did not seek the presidency of the college.

At a graduation exercise at Perkins Hall, it was announced that Dr.

Mierow had just been elected president.
F. "Poor Mierow.
He inherited a bunch of trouble."

1.

Charles H. Boissevain, [Director, Colorado Foundation for Research
in Tuberculosis^. Married a European woman who jomehow got onto the
staff at C. C. He soon left her and married his second wife, an
influential woman from Illinois who donated the money ($10,000)
to start the Colorado Foundation for Research in Tuberculosis.

Dreg* William F.

a.

b.

Boissevain and Mierow were bitter enemies, and when Boissevain
wanted to run the Foundation Mierow had to make that appoint
ment.

Mierow was a sensetive man (i.e. he knew right from wrong),
and he didn't tolerate shadiness from anyone.

c.

Boissevain hated,
a gentleman,

d.

despised Mierow.

Mierow was a scholar and

not a fighting man.

Douglas was the only one who knew about these problems between
Boissevain and Mierow.

2.

3.

[Biology professor Ralph}Gilmore hated Mierow.
a.
Drea thinks Gilmore wanted to be president himself.
b.
He "was a very spiteful kind of man."
Another professor waited until his tenure was assured then stirred
up trouble, making it inevitable that Mierow resign.
a.

He got the student body excited,

putting more pressure on

Mierow

*f.

The college was also having financial problem^ at that time.
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Mierow would have fitted perfectly into a New England or Midwestern
college•

IX.

Recollections of Dr. Gerald B. Webb.

A.

He was president of the Colorado Foundation for Research in Tuberculosis

but wasn't around much.

1.

He was responsible for fund-raising.

B.

Boissevain didn't think Webb knew anything about research.

C.

A. E. Carlton and Dr. Alexius M. Forster,
both disliked Webb.
Drea revered him in the beginning

D.

head of Cragmor sanitorium

