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Vail Resorts
plays God
for thick
(snow) pack

Team cyclists
granted sun,
free race in
Bahamas
Krystle Richman

Adrienne Ross

Staff Writer

Guest Writer

Next week six men from the
Colorado College Cycling Team
will compete in the ﬁfth annual
“Tour of the Bahamas”—all expenses paid for.
The race takes place February 11 and 12, and consists of a
three-stage international professional race. The CC team will
compete against two to three
other professional teams, as well
as many elite amateur, national,
and junior composite teams.
In most international races,
explained senior pro-cyclist and
CC competitor Josh Gewirtz,
the promoter pays the expenses
required for teams to compete in
its race. “Velocity Made Good,”
(VMG) Racing is hosting the upcoming Bahamas race, and so is
paying for the CC team to compete.
The six men of the CC cycling
team competing in the Bahamas are junior Brian Boyle, senior Conrad Colman, freshman
Jared Faciszewski, junior Taylor
Merk-Wynne, sophomore Todd
Nordblom, and Gewirtz. Of the
six, Faciszewski will be racing

Half-block initiative aids in recovery
of town ravaged by fall hurricane
ing half block.
It began as an idea among a
few Sigma Chi brothers, but as
time revealed the severity of the
disaster, more joined in.
Referring to the passion of fellow volunteers, Hyde claimed,
“if I hadn’t organized the trip,
people would have gone on
their own.” The group rented a
CC bus and drove to the coast.
They spent most of their time in
East Biloxi, Miss.

Vail Resorts’ notoriously sick
snow requires the technology of
cloud seeding, a weather-altering technology that is nothing
new.
As Colorado’s largest resort
and likely most popular ski
area, Vail Resorts receives an
average annual snowfall of 360
inches, yet somehow ironically
boasts more than 300 sunshine
ﬁlled days a year. What might
seem “too good to be true” may
well be in reality, a stretch of the
“natural” truth.
It is common knowledge that
the American west is a land of
extremes: hot and cold, wet
and dry, highs and lows. The
rising population in the American west has affected a direct
correlation between “wet” and
wealth. Water prices continue
to rise, and battles over water
rights embitter.
In response to high demand
for water, in order to boast of
such infamous snow quality and
quantity, Vail Resorts employs a
technique to augment its share
of water each year through a

Continued on page 3
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A minivan, crushed by Hurricane Katrina sits on the beach in Bay St. Louis, Ms. The bay bridge
in the background, like most bridges on the MS coast, was obliterated by the storm. Left standing are the bridge’s stilts, the roadway is missing.

Will Harrington
Staff Writer

Over a hundred miles from the
Gulf Coast, CC junior Parker
Lyons saw tilted and uprooted
trees. With every passing mile
towards the Mississippi Coast,
the destruction escalated. In the
worst parts of the wreckage “it
looked like a nuclear bomb went
off,” said senior Iain Hyde.
Thirty members of the CC
community traveled to the Ka-

trina ravaged coast of Mississippi this winter break to help
with relief efforts.
Hyde championed the cause
and organized many in the community to volunteer from January 9 to 19.
“As soon as I saw the footage,
I knew I had to do something,”
Hyde said of video clips he saw
on the news. He took two trips
ﬁrst semester in order to plan
the exodus of students from
Colorado to the Mississippi dur-

BOOK REVIEW: Love-making
and magic in new fantasy novel
Jessica Malisow
Staff Writer

What do you get when you combine a seductive sorceress whose magic is derived
from sexual orgasm, a young man exiled
from his home in the town of Ohndarien,
and a music box that beholds all the evil
in the world? You have the formula for
a raw fantasy novel that has the power
to enthrall even the most practical and
skeptical of people.
Heir of Autumn is the ﬁrst volume in
a three book series written by Todd Fahnestock ’95 and Giles Carwyn ’92. Together they have collaborated on three other
fantasy novels and Heir of Autumn celebrates their ﬁrst book to be published.
Inﬂuenced by science ﬁction writers
such as Orson Scott Card and inspired
deeply by both writers’ experiences at
CC, Heir of Autumn examines profound
human issues through the lens of potent
and vibrant characters.
The reader goes everywhere with the
characters, from the battleﬁeld to the

bedroom. As Fahnestock explains, “We
don’t pull any punches in this novel.”
Fahnestock emphasizes his “rich and
wonderful” adventures at CC as laying
the groundwork for his development as
a writer. “The classes, love affairs, and
friendships at CC are very much a part
of this book, reﬂected in the pushing of
boundaries, in that not everything must
be either good or bad. CC reinforced that
some things just are what they are.”
Fahnestock recalls the vision which
marks the conception of the entire novel
and echoes his desire to do something important in order to praise Colorado College. He describes the image of “a young
man standing in a beautifully lit cathedral with burgundy and white checkered
ﬂoors looking through a window at his
future, longing to make a difference in
the world.”
The young man, Brophy, becomes the
protagonist and hero of the novel. Fahnestock comments on the creation of

Continued on page 5

Letter from Baghdad: Iraq Media
Operations Personnel, CC Grad ’95
Elizabeth Ortiz
Guest Writer

Greetings from Baghdad, where I ﬁnd
myself currently deployed. Tomorrow
will be a month that I’ve been here.
Only ﬁve more to go! So far, so good.
Couple explosions but not too, too bad
(I’m getting the hang of “duck and cover” because I keep getting caught outside during mortar attacks). The sound
of small-arms ﬁre doesn’t startle me
anymore, and I’m used to being armed
all the time. I even wear a nifty leather
holster!
I work in the Multi-National ForceIraq Media Operations Center, which
is located in Saddam’s main palace
(enormous, beautiful place) in what is
known as the International Zone (the
Embassy is housed here too). My life is
pretty much limited to work, eat, exercise, and sleep (very little free time): 14hour days seven days a week (including
holidays), two mornings off (Thursdays
and Sundays, where I do laundry, catch

up on sleep, clean, etc). I’m lucky to
work with a good bunch of Army, Navy,
Marine and embassy folks. Right now,
I research and respond to queries from
U.S., Arab and international media, and
since we monitor the whole country,
there’s always something going on—
good news and bad news. November
proved to be a bloody month for U.S.
service members: 85 Americans died—
one of the worst since OIF kicked off in
March 2003. Not to mention 200 Iraqis
died the week of Thanksgiving alone.
Baghdad averages 22 attacks a day!
Of course, the big thing right now is
the national election taking place today.
This morning, we had a large and very
loud explosion in the IZ right as the
polls opened (0700). It shook the Palace. We were quickly instructed to put
on our “battle rattle” (protective gear),
so we did—and kept working. So there
I was, at my computer in body armor.
Needless to say, that’s one of the many

Continued on page 10

What’s Inside
Weather
Friday Cloudy & windy.
22/44F
Saturday Partly cloudy.
30/51F
Sunday Mostly sunny.
20/47F
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Ed “Dutch” Clark ’29 was
the last NFL player to score
a ﬁeld goal using the “dropkick,” until Patriot Doug
Flutie did so last month...

Senior Chrissie Long
tells readers how to
study abroad three
times and still graduate in four years...
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Email up to three B&W
or
color
images
to
catalyst@coloradocollege.edu
by the end of Block 5. Winners
will be published—ﬁrst place
$150, 2 honorables $25 each.
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Israel incurs weight of ill
health, surprising elections
its record of providing much
Scott Petiya
needed social services to the
Staff Writer
Palestinians, including running
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sha- schools and hospitals.
The elections were viewed by
ron suffered a severe stroke on
January 4, bringing the career of international monitors as up to
one of the most dominant ﬁg- democratic standards. Fatah’s
ures in the country’s history to acceptance of the result and the
a sudden halt. After emergency quick resignation of the prime
surgery in Jerusalem, Sharon re- minister and cabinet set up a
mained in a medically induced democratic transfer of power
coma for over a week. Since virtually unprecedented in the
being taken off sedatives, how- Arab world.
Overshadowing all in most
ever, he has not regained consciousness and has been only people’s minds, however, were
minimally responsive to various the suicide bombings carried
out by Hamas
stimuli, and
2000,
doctors have
If the Kadima wins since
which
have
been unable
killed
hunto assess the
the March elections as
dreds of Isextent of brain
expected, the policy of raeli civilians.
damage.
The
group
Sharon was
unilateral withdrawl is does not rechospitalized
ognize Israel’s
on December
likely to continue. l e g i t i m a c y
18 for a minor
and its charter
stroke caused
by a blood clot on his brain. He calls for the state’s destruction.
was given blood thinning medi- Hamas did not emphasize this
cation to prevent further clots, aspect during the campaign,
which ironically worsened the and leaders have said they will
bleeding in his brain from the extend a ceaseﬁre agreed to last
year before the Gaza withdrawsecond stroke.
With his political career like- al, as long as Israel does not
ly over, Sharon’s powers were resume military strikes against
transferred to his deputy, Ehud Hamas.
In an interview with CBS
Olmert, who will likely lead the
News,
Mahmoud Zahar, a seKadima party in elections on
March 28. Sharon founded the nior Hamas politician, downparty in November after leaving played the signiﬁcance of the
Likud, taking Olmert and others charter and hinted that the
with him. Right-wing members group might moderate its stance
of Likud had opposed Sharon’s if Israel withdrew from the West
withdrawal of Israeli troops and Bank and east Jerusalem, which
settlers from the Gaza strip in it took over in 1967. Zahar and
August. The centrist Kadima others, however, said that recogparty was expected to contin- nizing Israel and disarmament
ue to support the U.S.-backed were not on the agenda.
The BBC reported that the
“road map” for peace with the
Palestinians, and to withdraw United States and the European
from some parts of the West Union would cut aid to the PalBank. If the Kadima, led by Ol- estinians if it did not renounce
mert, wins the March elections, violence. Olmert, the acting Israeli
prime
as expected,
minister, said
the
policy
In an interview with he
would
of unilateral
withdrawal is
CBS News, Mahmoud not negotiate with any
likely to continue.
Zahar, a senior Hamas g o v e r n m e n t
that included
The second
politician, downplayed Hamas.
major shakeup
Some exin the region’s
the significance of the pect that the
politics came
re s p o n s i b i l on January 25,
charter
and
hinted
ity of running
when the Isthe
governlamic militant
that the group might ment will put
group Hamas
unexpectedly
moderate its stance if Hamas in a
difﬁcult posiwon a majority in the
Israel withdrew from tion, forcing
it to moderPalestinian
ate. Being acthe
West
Bank
and
East
parliament. It
countable to
was the ﬁrst
Jerusalem, which it took voters
and
parliamentrying to govtary election
over in 1967. ern in isolain the Palestion, without
tinian territointernational
aid
to the already
ries in 10 years and reﬂected
widespread discontent with Fa- cash-strapped Palestinian autah, the party of Yasser Arafat, thority, might decrease its popwhich had dominated the Pales- ularity. Fatah clearly hoped to
tinian independence movement isolate Hamas by refusing to
since the 1960s. Fatah was seen join a coalition government. The
as corrupt and unable to curb militants may ﬁnd that in order
lawlessness, poverty, and end to keep their promises to voters
the Israeli occupation. Hamas and succeed as elected leaders,
ran on a platform of “Reform they will have to distance themand Change,” promising clean selves from their past.
government and emphasizing
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Interview: Student of Catholic and Hindu
parents speaks with Chaplain’s Intern

Freshman Tara Menon is a regular at the Chaplain Ofﬁce’s weekly Shove Council lunch discussions.
Menon came to Colorado College from India and is planning to major in comparative literature. She
is a member of SASA, MOSAIC, Femco, and the poetry club.
Menon’s mother is Catholic and her father is Hindu. She doesn’t practice any single religion,
although she sees truth in all religions. I interviewed Menon to ﬁnd out more about her life in India
and her perceptions of the United States:
1. Why did you choose to come to CC?
Tara Menon: I chose to come to CC because I
wanted to go to a liberal arts college, since in most
colleges in India you have to choose a major from
the very beginning and I’m interested in a lot of
different subjects.
2. What is your favorite part of CC?
TM: The block plan for the humanities.
3. What is your least favorite part?
TM: The block plan for the sciences.
4. How is the U.S. different from India?
TM: This is really a difﬁcult question to answer because I could either say a lot or very little.
There are differences in many small things like food and which side of the road you drive on, but I
really think people, as individuals, are a lot alike wherever they are in the world.
5. What is the religious climate like in India?
TM: I’d like to believe that the coexistence of a diversity of faiths makes it spiritually inclusive, but
there is a lot of strife as well, and hostility between different religious groups. My personal opinion
on this is that such strife is the illegitimate politicization of religion that I think is actually against the
religions themselves. What I like best about spirituality in India is a certain syncretism that I have
observed among some people. Although not everyone may adopt it, I think the Indian spiritual
climate facilitates it.
6. What interesting jobs have you held in the past?
TM: I did volunteer work after the tsunami, helping children in need.
7. What are your future career goals?
TM: I don’t really have career goals at this point. I like studying.
I like teaching. I’m probably veering in the direction of
something to do with academics.
8. How would you describe your parents?
TM: They are present without being obtrusive—good
teachers and good friends. And they let me
laugh at them because
they know I ultimately admire them a lot.

This interview was
conducted by April
Russo, Chaplain’s
Intern.
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Vail cloud seeding CYCLING THE BAHAMAS
Continued from front page

ing, Denver Water and Vail Resorts attest to the visibility of the
process called “cloud seeding.” results when they record snowVail owns ﬁve ski resorts and fall and annual precipitation at
rakes in more than $65 million levels consistently greater than
annually, so it would seem that 20 years ago.
Denver Water claims there
this kind of company could theoretically pay the sky to snow. are no notable risks to playing
“rainmaker,” explaining that
Do they?
Vail Resorts’ wintertime seeding materials are applied in
very small
cloud seedamounts
ing operarelative to
tions
use
the size of
massive
the
geogenerators
graphic arwest of the
eas being
ski
area,
affected.
near
EdHence, conwards, CO.
centrations
Here, techniof seeding
cians “feed”
matericlouds with
als (silver
silver iodide
iodide) in
crystals
the precipithat bind to
tated snow
water moland rain are
ecules, pullvery low,
ing
them
a level far
earthward.
below the
This process
U.S. Pubthereby at��������������������������
lic Health
tempts to increase condensation and precip- Service’s stated acceptable conitation through cloud alteration. centration of 50 micrograms per
The results seem to indicate suc- liter.
Skeptics of seeding claim
cess in weather modiﬁcation,
that
weather alteration has the
in the form of great volumes of
potential to
fresh, thick
harm ecosnow.
Bill JenTechnicians “feed” clouds s y s t e m s
which deson, operaon
tions manwith silver iodide crystals pend
a
speciﬁc
ager at Vail
R e s o r t s , that bind to water molecules, amount of
annual rainreported
an overall pulling them earthward. This fall, and are
of
15 percent
process thereby attempts to critical
the effected
increase in
snow pack
increase condensation and water that
falls in placover the last
precipitation
through
cloud
es undeter16 years of
mined by
cloud seedalteration. Vail Resorts
ing at Vail.
Denver
“WhethVail Resorts and Denver or
Water.
er
cloud
U n t i l
seeding
Water both invest in clouds
o
meone
actually
comes
up
seeding
technology.
works rewith
remains unsearch that
p ro v e n
(because weather patterns vary indicates a problem associated
so much and there is no stan- with cloud seeding, folks will
dard to compare it to) but many continue paying the big bucks at
who use it (especially ski ﬁelds) Vail, the resort will continue to
swear by it,” said Stacey Renouf, seed, and the snow will remain
Community Relations Specialist positively “sick.”
at Denver Water.
Ski Resorts is not the only
businesses investing in cloud
seeding technology.
Although shy about discussing it, Denver Water, which
provides water for 25 percent
of all Colorado residents, sank
$750,000 into cloud seeding in
the winter of 2002, anticipating that the Colorado drought
would continue through the
next summer. Denver Water
hoped the seeding would afford
reserves to some of the dangerously low Colorado reservoirs,
and keep bathroom showers
running comfortably for Denver
residents.
Vail Resorts contributed notable funds for Denver Water’s
massive seeding project.
Although science has yet to
prove the effects of cloud seed-

Continued from front page
with his sponsored team, VMG,
which happens to be hosting the
event, while the other ﬁve will
compete for the CC team.
“VMG Racing, also sponsored by ABN-AMRO, is a charitable organization designed to
promote good sportsmanship,
cycling, and triathlon in the Bahamas. This is its ﬁrst year as
a UCI continental professional
team and is made up of primarily developmental and some
Bahamian riders,” said Faciszewski.
Boyle explained, “While all

from each stage is taken and
added together and the cyclist
with the lowest time wins.
The ﬁrst is a solo race against
the clock; also called a prologue.
This course is ﬂat with a slight
rise to the Templeton turnaround and expectations are
that the winners of the race will
be within ten seconds of each
other.
At the second stage, every cyclist begins at the same time and
rides on the Western end of the
island in large laps on closedoff roads. There will be several
sprint primes for time along the
route and will be a good chance

athlons for three years. He explained, “stage races are tough;
you eat, sleep, stretch, massage,
relax, and race some more. Energy saving is crucial.”
Faciszewski and the CC team
will miss two days of class, leaving the little leisure time they
have while on the island for
studying. Boyle said he “hope[s]
to have some spare time to hang
out on the beach—both for fun
and to get acclimated to the
heat.”
Although the CC cyclists
were asked by USA Cycling to
compete in the race, Boyle revealed that they were not the
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CC’s cycling team endures Colorado’s grey winter until Wednesday, when these top competitors, all of whom are professional riders outside of the scholastic league, are flown to the
Bahamas courtesy of VMG Racing to compete in a three-stage race. Clockwise from top left,
Taylor Merk-Wynne, Josh Gewirtz, Brian Boyle, Conrad Colman, and Jared Faciszewski.
of us are collegiate riders, those for cyclists to gain time before ﬁrst choice. “Apparently the
of us who are going to the Baha- the ﬁnal stage.
race organizers at JAR asked
mas are also sponsored athletes.
The third and ﬁnal stage also USA Cycling to send the U23
I ride for Team Clif Bar Mid- has each cyclist begin at the same National team but they are curwest, Gewirtz and Nordblom time and takes place around the rently in Europe. So a person at
ride for Fiordifruita Organic Western Loop of the Island on USA Cycling decided to send
Jam, Faciszewski for VMG, closed-off roads. Spectators can collegiate riders, and since we
and Merk-Wynne for Bikeman. anticipate the strong riders to are local and right down the
com.”
road from the
JAR Racing,
OTC, we got
While the six men are collegiate riders, they the call. We are
the organizer
of the event, inalso one of the
are also each sponsored to ride for professional best teams in
dicates on their
website,
“the
country,
teams. Boyle rides for Team Clif Bar Midwest, the
‘Tour of the Baso I think that
hamas’ has betoo,”
Gewirtz and Nordblom ride for Fiordifruita helped
come the major
Boyle said.
focus for Baha“While CC
Organic Jam, Faciszewski for
mian cycling.
Cycling is a club
“Velocity Made Good” (VMG) Racing, Merk- sport, it, along
The event follows the roads
with Women’s
Wynne for Bikeman.com, and Colman for Soccer
of New Proviand
dence touching
Men’s Hockey,
Pipedream Cycles. are the only
the
Southern
and Northern
sports that CC
coastlines, takcompetes at the
shine and the sprinters to attack
ing in the essence and beauty of for more time bonuses.
highest level,” continued Boyle.
the Bahamas. The JAR Racing
The CC riders maintain their “Collegiate cycling is a rider de‘Tour of the Bahamas’ is spread endurance by constant train- velopment initiative of USA Cyover three stages with some- ing both on and off the bike. cling, so it is kind of like if the
thing for everyone; sprints, Faciszewski, a ﬁrst-year, esti- NBA ran collegiate basketball.
hills, time trials and of course mates that he trains everyday Even though it is a “club sport,”
good old fashioned Bahamian for a total of anywhere from professionals can and do parhospitality.”
15-28 hours per week, similar to ticipate in races, making it arguTo be more speciﬁc, the Boyle who rides for 3 hours 5-6 ably better than D1 sports at this
three-stage international profes- days a week and also spends 3-4 school. You don’t see our hockey
sional stage race is comprised of days in the weight room.
team playing NHL teams, but in
a three-mile timed trial, a ﬁftyFaciszewski is prepared for one week our cycling team is
mile circuit race, and a one-hun- the “Tour of the Bahamas” after doing a professional, internadred mile road race. After the having cycled for four seasons tional bike race.”
races are completed, the time and previously competed in tri-
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How to study abroad three times and graduate in four years
Chrissie Long
Staff Writer

A prospective student on a campus
tour asked a thought-provoking question last week. The inquisitive young
kid said, “You must really dislike CC
if you spend so much time studying
elsewhere. Huh?”
I was taken aback by the bluntness
of his question. This conﬁdent, young
high schooler was making assumptions about me and I had known him
all of 20 minutes. His judgment was
wrong, but I struggled to ﬁnd the
right response. I stammered out some
kind of answer to make the college
look good.
His question got me thinking. Why
did I spend so much time away? And,
after some time, I came up with a better response: “Because I could.”
In the hopes of not sounding too
much like a college advertisement, I
will make the following statement:
At no other college or university is
the world truly your campus.
I will graduate this May with the
rest of my class. I studied a semester
in Paris, France, Washington DC, and
Salamanca, Spain; completed a major and a minor at Colorado College;
took a block in Chicago and a block in
Brazil. And, without having to take a
summer class or an abundance of adjuncts, I will ﬁnish in four years.
I admit. I missed out on some incredible opportunities at Colorado
College. I lost touch with some potentially great friends. I never spent a
block break with ORC. I never used
all ten days on my ski pass at Vail.
But I also had some amazing experiences:
Paris, France: I studied French a few
blocks from La Tour Eiffel, lived 10
minutes from the Champs Elysees,
studied French in France, and took
classes at a college which was known
for its communications
program (which Colorado College does
not have.) For my
international
politics class,
we traveled
to Belgium
to see
the

headquarters of NATO and the European Commission. For my communications class, we visited the
BBC, CNN World Headquarters and
Bloomberg.
Washington DC: As a congressional
reporter, I rubbed shoulders with
journalists from The New York Times,
The Washington Post, and the Associated Press in attempt to get questions answered by Sens. John Kerry
(D-MA), Hilary Clinton (D-NY), John
McCain (R-AZ), etc. My class had exclusive sessions with investigative reporter Sy Hersh, former White House
reporter Helen Thomas, and CBS’s
Bob Schafer. In addition, we talked
to Washington Post editor Bill Bradlee just weeks before Deep Throat
revealed himself and we interviewed
journalists who were covering Iraq. I
wrote stories from the nation’s capital feeling as if I had the world at my
ﬁngertips.
Salamanca, Spain: As a history major,
studying at Spain’s oldest university
was an exciting opportunity. I saw in
Spain the things that CC history majors were studying back in Colorado.
I could study a history that was right
at my ﬁngertips. Again, I learned
Spanish in Spain and—this time in
Europe—gained a full appreciation
for a different tiempo in living.
Why is Colorado College the only
school to make the world our campus? My friends from liberal arts
schools in New England had to plan
their courses way ahead of time, if
they wanted to study abroad more
than once. My friends at large universities or schools without established
study abroad programs struggled
to graduate in four years in order to
studying abroad only once.
It is important to note: Had
I planned far enough in advance,
I could have studied abroad four
times and still graduated in four
years.
The opportunities to study
away from campus are abundant.
Whether through an independent
study, a block class, or a semester
abroad, it is not hard to make the
world your classroom.
Granted, I did this through
the old college requirements.

Here is how you can do it now:
• Complete all your Critical Perspectives requirements as early as possible
in your college career. (7 units total)
• Transfer all your Advanced Placement credits early (the registrar does
not accept them after a certain amount
of time.) Also, talk to the registrar
about transferring other credits (i.e.
from summer classes, from previous
university experiences, from NOLS
courses).
• Complete your foreign language
requirement while studying abroad.
• One unit from study abroad programs can be used toward your major
or minor. Make sure you clear these
units with your advisor and the registrar.
• Take adjuncts, half-blocks, extended format classes when you can.
These are free so take advantage of
them. Also, make use of your wildcard for a summer class!
• You are technically required to take
24 out of 32 units on campus. However, if you study abroad with afﬁliated
programs or with ACM, these credits
will count as “on-campus.” Transfer
students and winter-starts are not
necessarily bound to this rule.
• Plan ahead! Your education is in
your hands at CC. If you do not know
what you want to major in, get the requirements out of the way ﬁrst.
You are a student at a truly unique
college. One that recognizes the best
education is what you gain outside
the classroom. Take advantage of it!
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Two alums collaborate in new fantasy novel
Continued from front page

Brophy. “I always wanted
to be one of the heroes, and
writing about them was the
closest way I could be one.”
Watching Brohpy come
alive on the pages of his novel
was extremely rewarding for
Fahnestock who, as a writer,
is constantly reminded of
“what great beings we are,
that we can create these very
real, very deep characters.”
Fahnestock is quick to point
out that the process of writing plays sometimes “makes
me wonder if someone else
in another galaxy is writing
me.”
Brophy is a “child of the
seasons,” meaning that he
belongs to the “house of autumn,” one of the four royal
houses in the rich town of
Ohndarien. Brophy is exiled
from Ohndarien and thrust
into the barbaric cities of the
South, where he must battle
in the nine squares gladiatorial games.
Brohpy is hopelessly in

love with Shara, the other
main character; she belongs
to the Cortazon school, where
the skills of love making and
magic are taught in harmony.
Shara uses the energy from
sexual orgasm to cast spells.
Brophy, being highly principled, learns the importance
of sacriﬁcing for your beliefs
on his quest to alleviate the
evil that is released by the
end of the book.
The subplot underlying the
entire novel involves a baby
girl and a magical music
box. A malignant evil was released when an island inhabited by powerful sorcerers
was destroyed 300 years before the birth of Brophy. This
evil would have taken over
the world were it not for a
sorcerer, who locked it away
in his daughter’s dreams.
As long as the music box
continues to play, the small
girl remains asleep and evil
at bay. Yet no fantasy novel
would be complete without
the uprising of the chaotic
depths of evil and Heir of Au-

tumn is no exception. Brophy
must look evil directly in the
face and prove to be the hero
that Fahnestock and Carwyn
once envisioned.
Both Fahnestock and Carwyn have reason to celebrate
the completion and publication of their latest novel, and
readers should be excited
about a new and stimulating
novel on the shelves. Friends
and critics have told the authors, “You know, I don’t
read fantasy novels, but this
book absolutely sucked me
in.”
Enthusiasts can look forward to February 7, when
Heir of Autumn will be available at bookstores nationwide. For those interested
in meeting the masterminds
behind this creation, both
Fahnestock and Carwyn will
be holding two book signing
events: February 11 at 2:00
PM at Barnes & Noble at Briargate, as well on February
22 at 7:30 PM at the Tattered
Cover bookstore in Cherry
Creek, Denver.

Scenes from
Winter Ball 2006
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Group of students spend two weeks during
break to help with recovery on the Gulf Coast

unteers, it didn’t seem that the
day-in-day-out work was the
most difﬁcult. Rather, it was the
The destruction horriﬁed them:
occasional and surreal moment
“There was mold growing on
when they found remnants of
house walls as high as 15 feet
human life buried in the waste.
up,” said Lyons, “and sewage
Hyde recalled one such haunthad ﬂooded many structures,
ing moment. “We were cleaning
the smell was awful.” The trip
the house of a couple that had
did not come without its emorecently married. I checked untional strain. “It was sensory
der a bed and found a ruined
overload for the ﬁrst two days,
wedding gown,” he said.
we all tried to comprehend it,”
Lyons remembered similar
said Lyons.
incidents. “I found high school
Soon enough, the shock subyear books, baby pictures, and
sided to hard work. The group
ruined photo albums. These
spent almost all of its time cleanwere the times when it clicked
ing out ﬂooded houses. The
that these houses were real peowork was divided into three
ple’s homes,” he explained.
categories, explained Hyde. “1)
Many of the owners had reThe house was untouched and
mained at their homes and
we moved out ruined goods. 2)
worked side by side with the
We cleaned debris from the yard.
volunteers, expressing their
3) Or we gutted the house.”
thanks continuously. One man
Gutting the house entailed
tried to give the volunteers some
ripping up carpets, tearing out
money. They students thanked
drywall—basihim, but told him to
cally “taking
“I found high-school give it to the church
everything out
that
organized
of the house
much of the relief.
year
books,
baby
picand
leaving
He felt otherwise,
the
frame,”
and sent $10 bills to
junior Sigma tures, and ruined photo
a number of differChi member
ent Worner boxes.
Lars
Parkin albums. These were the
Participants
in
explained. The
this project emphatimes when it clicked
owners were
sized the need to
sometimes livcontinue volunteering in front of that these houses were
ing to clean and retheir
former
build this region in
homes in tents
real people’s homes.” the coming years.
or trailers. Or
Hyde and Lyons
they left the
Parker Lyons both plan to rearea all togethturn, possibly as soon as spring
er.
break.
The students usually worked
The trip was funded largely
in ﬁve- or seven-person teams,
by private donations. Sigma Chi
each team working on a differdonated $1,000. Various alumni
ent house. Sometimes, however,
helped, and the group held a
the damage was so bad that all
fundraising concert in Worner
30 volunteers would be workCenter. In addition, for every $3
ing on the same house.
raised the President’s ofﬁce doThey worked everyday
nated $1. The volunteer group
with the exception of a rest day
is, however, still in debt. The
in New Orleans. It was exhaustgroup still needs to pay back
ing, both physically and emoCC for the cost of the bus it used
tionally. The work lent itself to
for transport to the coast. If you
sound sleep at night, when they
want to donate, contact the Cenwere camped on a local Church
ter for Service Learning.
ﬂoor.
In talking to three of the vol-

continued from front page
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Top right: House in Bay St. Louis, Miss. still stands, but the 30 foot surge of water pushed out of the bay by
Hurricane Katrina gutted the bottom two ﬂoors, leaving a shell and stilts. Middle right: A truck lays on its side
amidst rubble left by Katrina. Cars tossed around by the storm line the streets, as do vehicles eater logged by
ﬂooding. Bottom right: A sign made after the storm sits in front of the local theatre. Despite the widespread
devastation small tokens of hope can be seen everywhere. The theatre itself imploded and the roof sits ﬁve
feet off of the ground. Bottom middle: Flooding uprooted a home and set it down, still intat, on the other side
of the street. Bottom left: The top half of a house displaced by the ﬂooding and hurricane-speed winds.
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From Sweden to CC: Exchange student brings fresh perspective to campus
Will Harrington
Staff Writer

Foreign exchange students seem to
be an anomaly on the CC student’s
social radar. Due to either their
short stay on campus or less-thanperfect English, many four-year
students never take the opportunity to learn about foreign students’
unique perspectives concerning the
American way of life or liberal arts
education. The goal of the column
is to both integrate these students
with the community at large and
to reap the beneﬁts of their staggeringly diverse backgrounds.
Sammy Burhan is originally
from Saudi Arabia, but he grew
up in north Sweden. His parents are from Eritrea, an African
country wedged between Ethiopia and the Red Sea. Burhan left
home at 15, spent six months in
Madrid, and now makes his permanent residence in the south of
Sweden. But right now, Burhan
is at CC for the year.
His wandering tendencies
have brought him across Europe, to Thailand, Mexico,
and most recently to Colorado
Springs. He’s even meandered
in the Rocky Mountain foothills and slept in a cave west of
town.
That’s not to say he’s without direction. The soft-spoken
political science major wants
to study “political and economic structures, to eventually
make changes for the better.”
He spoke with a shade of pride
on his native Sweden’s socialist government. “Social welfare

my
English
in American
movies.”
In
addition, at his
home university in Sweden,
many of his political science
readings are
in English. He
has practiced
the language
e x t e n s i v e l y,
and it shows.
With the exception of an
occasionally
stilted phrase,
his speech is
stellar.
Referring
to American
consumer
�����������������������������
tastes,
Burhan
Swede Sammy Burhan is at CC for the year.
brought
up
a quality vs.
is more important in Sweden
quantity paradigm. “Amerithan in the U.S. Here I detect a
cans,” he said, “seem to prefer
survival of the ﬁttest mentality.
something big in quantity.” He
There seems to be more compereferred to our heaping cups of
tition.”
coffee and personal trucks the
He chose to study abroad in
size of tug boats.
the U.S. to learn English. “I like
When talking of Americans
the American accent. I grew up
themselves, Burhan admits
watching American movies and
surprise. “Students and faculty
TV.” CC’s array of political scihere have been very friendly
ence classes coaxed him to the
and welcoming, more so than I
Springs. He’s studied English
had expected. People approach
since third grade, and says the
you without reservation. It’s difcourses became more and more
ferent in Europe.”
intense with each passing year.
Since the Iraq war, the United
The inﬂuence of English is
States’ standing in Europe has
growing around the world,
sunk. Burhan commented on
conspicuously so in Scandinahow his perception of America
vian countries. Films are not
has changed while at CC: “I can
dubbed in Sweden, and Burhan
now see a difference between
confessed, “I learned most of
the people in general and the

U.S. government.”
He appreciates the liberal arts
curriculum of CC, choosing
classes from African American
Feminist Political Thought to
History of Modern Philosophy.
Students who have been in class
with Burhan testify that he’s an
active participant. With respect
to discussion-based classes, “I
prefer them to sitting in a lecture
hall, the norm in Sweden.”
Since arriving in August,
Burhan has learned to play the
piano, organized many a pickup soccer game, and escaped to

A-Basin with fellow exchange
students.
Speaking of his home, Burhan
gave an alluring depiction of
Sweden. He spoke of the wild
and mountainous north where
he spent his childhood, and
the ﬂat farmlands of the south
where attends he school. In a
counter-intuitive way, his attachment to Sweden may be the
reason he spends so much time
in foreign lands. “Every time I
return home,” he says, “I like it
that much more.”

Dispatch from Tanzania: Student relays stories from Africa
Zach Rosen
Staff Writer

A severely dented, rusty metal
door slides open and we all climb
in. Twelve students (myself
included), our program director,
his wife and three daughters,
the program assistant and two
other passengers accompany the
driver, in an automobile about
the size of a mini van. Twentyone of us have found ourselves
jam packed into a dala-dala, the
most common transport vehicle
in Tanzania and its damn cozy.
The thick ﬁery climate assaults
us as our eardrums resonate to
popular local hip-hop music
humorously referred to as bongo
ﬂavor. This particular daladala is fairly standard with its
majestically cracked windshield
and torn, but unique upholstery.
It makes you wonder if that’s
how they appear fresh off the
assembly line. As the daladala jerks forward my pulse
quickens. Then, for an instant, it
seems as though the engine will
die, but in the blink of an eye we
are on our way, headed for the
commotion that is downtown
Dar-es-Salaam.
Open windows provide a
refreshingly cool breeze and a
view of urban madness in its
purest form. The level of activity
is inconceivable, merchants are
selling everything under and

over the sun as people move
in seemingly every direction.
Mobile vendors patrol the streets
clinking coins in their hands,
each with their own rhythm,
competing for attention.
It

Mobile vendors patrol
the streets clinking
coins in their hands,
each with their own
rhythm, competing for
attention. It immediately

������������������������

Above: Local transportation in Tanzania. Below:
Zach Rosen and others from his program pack into
a bus to travel Tanzania.

becomes evident to me
that utilizing public
transportation in
Tanzania is truly an
intense experience.
immediately becomes evident
to me that utilizing public
transportation in Tanzania is
truly an intense experience. The
roads are fractured, lanes hardly
exist and there is little regard for
“defensive driving.” In fact, most
drivers pretend they have never
even heard of trafﬁc regulations,
often completely ignoring the
trafﬁc lights looming overhead.
Though, some stoplights hang

dormant anyways inviting the
drivers to race beneath them.
Here in Tanzania, the children
learn to speed at an early age.
There is even a Tanzanian song
sung by children that suggests
that the faster you drive, the
more skillful you are. As a
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result,
motorcycles
weave
through lanes of trafﬁc, workers
stand in the beds of speeding
pickup trucks and dala-dalas
get so full that as many as four
people will be hanging out the
door as it drives. For only 150
Tanzanian shillings per ride

(about 15 cents), the dala-dalas
have to be packed tight if they
want to make any money. And
from this comes their famous
motto, “You can always ﬁt one
more.”
Reckless driving is
beginning to become recognized
as an issue spawning an article
in the regional newspaper The
East African. The article is not
only critical of the drivers, but
of the police and administration
as well, citing failure to enforce
laws, lack of road restoration
efforts and the issuing of
licenses to inept individuals,
as other major problems. Who
knows when initiatives to ﬁx
the transportation sector will
come about or if they ever
will? For the locals, despite
the dangers, this is business as
usual and they go about their
daily lives whether they are in a
speeding car, or strolling along
on foot. They know that it’s
more efﬁcient to ﬁll a car to the
brim than to take two trips.
By the time I’ve relaxed in
my seat and ﬁnally gotten
accustomed to the nature of
Tanzanian transportation, our
journey is over. In the span of
one dala-dala ride I’ve begun
to associate with the more
easygoing African attitude and
come to the realization of what
my African friends here already
know,
whatever
happens
happens.
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Women’s Swim Team comes
out on top at CC Classic
Becky Sinclair
Guest Writer
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On January 27-29, the swim team
competed in the CC Classic Swim
Meet. The meet was a grueling
three day competition that included a preliminary and ﬁnals
schedule. Both men’s and women’s teams had a strong showing
against the numerous Division
One and Two teams.
Out of the eight women’s
teams, the CC women came out
on top, winning the meet by over
500 points. The men placed second out of six men’s teams.
“We were all broken down,
but it’s obvious that the training
is paying off when the seconds
slowly start melting away!” sophomore Joanna Sylwester said.
Individual standouts include
sophomore Leanne Dalton, who
swam a fast mile and 500-meter
freestyle. Other swimmers who
had great races include sophomore Andrew Mullen, who swam
the 400-meter IM; senior Ari Still-

er-Schulman who swam the 500meter freestyle; ﬁrst-year Kurt
Adkins who swam the 100-meter butterﬂy; and junior Julia Ela,
who had a great meet especially
since she missed the ﬁrst semes-

“We were all broken
down, but it’s obvious that
the training is paying off
when the seconds slowly
start melting away!”
Joanna Sylwester
ter while studying abroad in Vietnam.
“I was really impressed how
everyone swam,” Ela said. “I forgot about how much the team
can come together. We were
against some really good Division
One teams and we swam really

well. It was awesome to have a
big meet at home.”
Another important aspect of
the CC Classic is the Brute Squad:
a series of the most difﬁcult swimming events including the mile,
400-meter IM, 500-meter freestyle
and the 200-meter butterﬂy.
When asked about the Brute
Squad, Joanna Sylwester explained, “The brute squad is a
particularly tough combination of
events, made worse by doing the
events twice. But it really does
test the whole ‘what doesn’t kill
you makes your stronger’ idea.”
Other members of the 2006
Brute Squad were seniors Alana
Dalton, Becky Sinclair and Ari
Stiller-Schulman; juniors J.J. Reardon, Julia Ela and Dominique
Richey; sophomores Bevin Condon, Leanne Dalton and Joanna
Sylwester.
Junior Jon Rotzien sums it up,
“We’re sychronized as a fun-loving family that ﬁghts ﬁercely for
the gold--like a good time should.
You can tell by our results.”
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N.E. Patriots repeat CC alum’s feat
Beeale Tejada
Staff Writer

In the last game of the regular
season, New England Patriots’
backup quarterback Doug Flutie
became the simple answer to a
mundane trivia question: Who
was the last person to drop-kick
a P.A.T.? He was instantly on
Sportscenter and everyone talked about how special the Patriots were and how they might be
favored to win the Super Bowl.
This bit of trivia is fun and
all; however, what you might
not know is that the last person before Flutie to drop-kick
a P.A.T. is Colorado College’s
very own Earl “Dutch” Clark.
But Clark is not merely an answer to an even more mundane
trivia question—he was actually
an all-star caliber pro footballer.
In fact, Clark was inducted into
the Pro Football Hall of Fame in
1963.
Clark started his pro football
career two years after graduating from Colorado College in
1929. His ﬁrst two years were
spent as an All-Pro with the
Portsmouth Spartans. He then
proceeded to coach the School of
Mines for a couple years where
he then rejoined the Spartans,
who have since been renamed
the Detroit Lions.
Detroit, as you may know,
is the site of this year’s Super
Bowl. It is also the place where
“Dutch” Clark led the league in
scoring three out of ﬁve years
and was an all-NFL selection
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four out of the ﬁve years. To put
in perspective the pure dominance of Clark, his pass completion rate of 53.5% led the league
average of 36.5%, all while being
the main running back, kicker,
and play-caller.
Not only was he a great player, but in his ﬁnal two seasons
he was the player-coach for the
Lions. According to the Pro
Football Hall of Fame website, if
Clark “stepped on the ﬁeld with

Red Grange, Jim Thorpe, and
George Gipp, Dutch would be
the general.”
So next weekend when the
Super Bowl is full of cheesy,
semi-inspirational
musical
ﬂashbacks, Doug Flutie will
probably be there drop-kicking
his way into America’s heart.
But remember that the last great
drop-kicking specialist was Earl
“Dutch” Clark, straight out of
Colorado College.
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Women’s basketball earns best winning record in 16 years
Erica Stevens
Guest Writer

With six games left to play in
the season, the CC Tigers have
already surpassed the win-losstie records of the past 16 years.
They are 10-8 as of last Tuesday.
In the 1989-1990 season, the
women’s basketball team held
a 17-9 record. Since then, they
have not accumulated more
than nine wins in a single season
until this year.
“Three of our top goals for the
season include winning at least
10 games, becoming recognized
as an independent power, and
making it to the tournament,”
assistant coach Mickey Jurewicz
said.
After a poignant over-time
victory against New Mexico
Highlands University on January
25, the tigers put a check mark
next to the “10 wins” bullet on
their “Goals” notepad.
Freshman Melanie Auguste
from Cameron Park, California
said before she took the gamewinning free throw she had to
take a deep breath because it was
“one of the scariest moments of
[her] basketball life.” She was
shocked to get the foul, but she
certainly did not tell the referee
that it was a bad call.
The CC basketball team is a
Division III team, which means
that they cannot offer any
scholarships to their athletes.
Despite this disadvantage,

they are 3-4 against Division II
teams, which divide four fullscholarships among the team
members.
On January 31, the Tigers
recorded their second loss to
the Division II University of
Colorado at Colorado Springs
(UCCS). The two leading
scorers for UCCS were Julie
Richards with 14 points and
Jennine Sauter with 21 points,
both of whom are on athletic
scholarship. UCCS won the
game 72-65.
For the Tigers, Liz Schnaitter
and Megan McCallister lead
the team with 16 and 11 points
respectively. Melanie Auguste
set the record for assists with six
during the game, and Liz Kolbe
dominated the three-pointers,
sinking three.
When asked about the team’s
biggest weaknesses, Melanie
Auguste declared, “the lack
of height of the players and
expectations of losing” are what
holds them back the most.
Assistant
Coach
Mickey
Jurewicz said they are a young
team that needs more college
playing experience. But it’s not
all set backs—Paige Whitney
and Liz Schnaitter agree that
young players mean players
full of energy and passion who
push themselves everyday to
improve because they see their
potential.
“This is a team committed to
improving and doing the extra
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Freshman Melanie Auguste set the record for assists during the January 31 game against University of Colorado Springs at Colorado Springs. UCCS defeated the Tigers, 72-65.

work needed to turn the team
around,” said Athletics Director
Julia Soriero. She accredits the
success of the team directly to
Mahlum and the hard work she
demands of the team.
This season is also the highest
winning season for Head
Coach Kelly Mahlum, an AllAmerican basketball player and
highly accomplished coach.
She attributes this season’s
success to recruiting and the
new players who have brought

different skills to the team.
Also, the team’s hard work and
determination have paid off.
They came into the season ﬁt
and ready to play.
Senior
Captains
Ashley
Johnson and Ashley Steichen will
ﬁnish their college basketball
with the best winning record of
their CC career, but it’s not over
yet. The Tigers have six Division
III teams left to conquer.
The Tiger’s next game will be
Tuesday, February 7 in Denver,

CO against Johnson and Wales
University.
Despite being
the visiting team, Junior Liz
Schnaitter says, “Away games
are fun.”
Paige
Whitney,
a
CC
sophomore, said the couch on
the court at the Tiger’s home
gym is reserved for the men’s
basketball team during the CC
women’s games. Having the
boys sitting front and center
on a cozy sofa makes them feel
right at home.

Superbowl teams disappointing; hopefully game won’t be
snap. I’m sure that Kevin von
Oelhoffen did not intentionally
Staff Writer
try to ruin Palmer’s career and
It is Super Bowl week, but where stab the hearts of all Cincinnati
is the excitement? Unfortu- fans, but what was he thinking?
nately, Super Bowl XL is going When you go for someone at
to disappoint. The Steelers—or the knees, especially the quaras I like to call them, the Dream terback, how could that not be
Stealers—continue their march a dirty play?
In their next game they
toward claiming the Lombardi
played
the Colts, and the SteelTrophy while everyone else
ers
dewatches in
s
t
r
o
y
ed
disgust.
So now I await Sunday’s any chance
Grantof Peyton
ed,
the
game, where the Steelers will M a n n i n g
Steelers
finally
are a great
seamlessly
slaughter
their
next
achieving
team—
his dream
but they
victim,
the
Seattle
Seahawks.
season.
aren’t evMore imerybody’s
portantly,
t e a m .
after
the
They play
terrible
loss
that
the
Dungy
dirty and they crush the hopes
of the fan favorites. In their family experienced, nothing
ﬁrst playoff game against the would have pleased me more
Cincinnati Bengals, they took than to see the Colts win the Suout Carson Palmer after his ﬁrst per Bowl. But wait—the Dream
Stealers couldn’t let that hap-

Leah Zipperstein

pen; they
had to get
in the way
of destiny.
Ta k ing their
winning
streak to
D e n v e r,
I saw my
last hopes
of a Steeler-free
Super
Bowl
dwindle away. The Broncos
played horribly and the Steelers
were just too good.
The game on Sunday presents two very different teams:
the Seattle Seahawks and the
Pittsburgh Steelers. Although
the Seahawks are the quiet underdogs in this match-up, I have
not completely given up hope.
Shaun Alexander, the league
MVP who plays running back,
is a great weapon for the Seahawks.
In addition, they have an
experienced coach in Mike
Holmgren who knows what it
takes to win a Super Bowl, seeing as he won with the Packers
in 1997. Holmgren believes that
his multi optional West Coast
offense will be enough to stiﬂe
the Steelers defense, and we can
only hope.
One of the most interesting
aspects about this game is that
it features two “rookie” quarterbacks (ﬁrst Super Bowl appearances). Matt Hasselback of
the Seahawks has not seen this
much playing time since he was
in college. This is his ﬁrst taste

vs.
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of the big time. As the real test
begins, the question remains:
can he carry the aspirations of
his team?
Then there is Big Ben Roethlisberger of the Steelers. Though
he is only in his second season,
he is playing like a seasoned
veteran. In the past two years,
he has shown that his presence
on the ﬁeld gives the Steelers
a huge advantage. He knows
how to control the game, call
the right plays, and most importantly, lead his team to victory.
How will he handle the pressure of his ﬁrst Super Bowl? My
guess is pretty well: he hasn’t
disappointed so far and don’t
expect him to.
And while I haven’t completely counted out the Seahawks, the future doesn’t look
bright. However, maybe the
voodoo hex that I put on the
Steelers will be just enough to
tip the edge in Seattle’s favor.
Since the beginning of the season, all eyes were on the Colts.
They almost went undefeated
and they were the odds on favorite to win the whole thing.
Nobody anticipated the Steelers

late season surge, one that was
necessary in order to get a wild
card spot in the playoffs. But
now they are the overwhelming
favorites and one can only hope
that this ship is righted.
So now I await Sunday’s
game, where the Steelers will
seamlessly slaughter their next
victim, the Seattle Seahawks.
Surely the Seahawks have a
chance, right? Not really. Have
you seen the Steelers’ defense?
What about Big Ben’s ability to
throw, along with the Steelers’
running game? There are no
signs of weakness in the Steelers’ strategy, which will make it
all the more difﬁcult for the Seahawks to come out on top.
At least give us a game to
watch. Let it come down to the
ﬁnal minutes of the fourth quarter. Then whichever team wins
will have earned its spot as the
champion Just please make it
entertaining, because if the barbequed buffalo wings are the
best part of the night, then this
will surely be a Super Bowl to
forget.
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Student takes issue with most elements in
Bush’s Tuesday State of Union address
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Blair Woodbury
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Staff Writer
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This past Tuesday, President
Bush gave his ﬁfth State of the
Union address, backing away
from some of the idealism and
inﬂated rhetoric of past years
and focusing more extensively
on modest domestic issues.
Some political analysts have suggested that the most interesting
aspects of the speech were not
those that were mentioned, but
those that were omitted. Critical viewers reading between the
lines might have heard the following missing statements from

er they are arrested on drunk
driving charges or terrorism
charges. Freedom is being able
to vote for leaders with any political agenda, even if that agenda includes wiping Israel off the
map.”
What Bush said: “If we were
to leave these vicious attackers alone, they would not leave
us alone. They would simply
move the battleﬁeld to our own
shores.”
What he meant: “Iraq is a decoy. If insurgents continue to try
to seize power in Iraq and use it
as a safe haven to launch attacks
against America and the world,
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gain nuclear weapons.”
What Bush said in October
2002: “[Iraq] is seeking nuclear
weapons. It has given shelter
and support to terrorism, and
practices terror against its own
people.
What Bush said: “In recent
years, you and I have taken
unprecedented action to ﬁght
AIDS and malaria, expand the
education of girls, and reward
developing nations that are
moving forward with economic
and political reform.”
What Bush would never propose: “We will increase our
current donations for international aid from .17% of GDP to
the U.N. goal for all developed
countries of of .7% of GDP.”
What Bush said: “We now

posal to save Social Security. . .”
The deafening Democratic response in the chamber:
“Woohoo!”
The media’s favorite quote of
the night: “America is addicted
to oil, which is often imported
from unstable parts of the world.
The best way to break this addiction is through technology.”
The best way to break this addiction: “We will increase gasoline taxes and sign the Kyoto
Protocol, effectively internalizing the externalized costs that
energy companies have passed
on to every citizen of the globe
for decades in the form of global
warming. In addition to enforcing just economic practices, this
would create a powerful incentive for the energy and auto-

What was not said: “Freedom includes a
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right to privacy, free from government surveil-
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lance. Freedom means that every citizen has a
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right to a trial, whether they are arrested on
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drunk driving charges or terrorism charges.
Freedom is being able to vote for leaders with

C

any political agenda, even if that agenda includes wiping Israel off the map.”
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Tuesday night’s address:
What Bush said: “Every step
toward freedom in the world
makes our country safer, and so
we will act boldly in freedom’s
cause.”
What was not said: “Freedom
includes a right to privacy, free
from government surveillance.
Freedom means that every citizen has a right to a trial, wheth-
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it means they won’t be killing
American citizens in America.
They’ll be killing American soldiers in Iraq. And they’ll be killing Iraqi civilians.”
What Bush said: “We accept
the call of history to deliver the
oppressed and move this world
toward peace. We remain on
the offensive against terror networks. We have killed or captured many of their leaders.”
The paradox Bush will never
recognize: “We have brought
peace by sending thousands of
American soldiers to die in a
war that has killed tens of thousands of Iraqis.”
What Bush said Tuesday
night- “Iran [is] a nation now
held hostage by a small clerical
elite that is isolating and repressing its people. The regime in
that country sponsors terrorists
in the Palestinian territories and
in Lebanon, and that must come
to an end. The Iranian government is defying the world with
its nuclear ambitions, and the
nations of the world must not
permit the Iranian regime to

know that two of the hijackers
in the United States placed telephone calls to Al Qaida operatives overseas.”
What he must have forgotten: “We also know that the intelligence failure did not result
from a lack of wire-tapping, but
rather from a lack of integration
between intelligence agencies at
the time.”
What Bush said: “We hear
claims that immigrants are
somehow bad for the economy,
even though this economy could
not function without them.”
The logical conclusion of his
statement: “That is why we are
expanding the North American Free Trade Agreement to
include one of the most basic
factors of production, human
labor, and reforming our immigration policy to allow for truly
free trade in North America.”
What Bush said: “In the last
ﬁve years, the tax relief you
passed has left $880 billion in
the hands of American workers,
investors, small businesses and
families.”
What Bush ignored: “In the
last ﬁve years, the tax relief I’ve
pushed for has left $1.05 trillion of the national deﬁcit in the
hands of foreign investors.”
What Bush said: “By passing
these reforms, we will save the
American taxpayer another $14
billion next year and stay on
track to cut the deﬁcit in half by
2009.”
What he may as well have
said: “A legion of rabid monkeys will ﬂy out of my anus at 7
AM on June 1, 2009.”
What Bush said: “Congress
did not act last year on my pro-

mobile industries to privately
fund research into renewable
energy.”
What Bush said: “Honorable
people in both parties are working on reforms to strengthen the
ethical standards of Washington.”
The truth: “Those reforms
are, for the most part, publicity
stunts with little substance. If
it sought genuine reform, Congress would create an independent panel to investigate ethics
violations and dissolve the current partisan ethics committee,
whose members overlook all
but the most egregious ethics
violations in their parties.”
What Bush said: “Tonight
I propose to train 70,000 high
school teachers to lead advanced placement courses in
math and science, bring 30,000
math and science professionals to teach in classrooms, and
give early help to students who
struggle with math so they have
a better chance at good, highwage jobs.”
A practical appraisal of the
situation: “To pay for this initiative I will use some of the $12.7
billion in cuts to the federal
budget for student loans that I
supported this month.”
What Bush said: “Tonight I ask
you to pass legislation to prohibit the most egregious abuses
of medical research. . . creating
human-animal hybrids.”
The top headline of the blogosphere the next morning: “President panders to anti-manimal
lobby! Dr. Moreau ﬂees country
in rage!”
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’95 alumna writes of war in Baghdad, coming home in May
continued from front page
surreal moments I’ve had in the
month I’ve been here. Having
said that, we have an Iraqi cultural advisor in the MOC with
us, and it was very heartwarming to see him come back from
voting, purple index ﬁnger and
all.
I live in one half of a trailer
with a female Marine captain
and share a real bathroom with
the two women who live in the
other half of the trailer (last
time I was deployed, I lived in
a tent with seven other women
and used portable bathrooms).

Food’s pretty good (civilian contract)—lots of variety (i.e., hot
food line, sandwich bar, salad
bar, soup bar, grill bar, canned
soda, and even Baskin Robbins
ice cream!). Well-equipped gym
(I’m working out with a Marine
co-worker of mine, so I’ll be
lean and mean by the time I go
home next May). Weather is in
the 70s-80s (as opposed to 120s
in the summer or the ice and
snow back in D.C. and northern Virginia). There’s a nice
movie theater in the basement,
but I’ve only been able to catch
two movies (which, for those
who know me, is akin to hard-

ship). Fashion’s pretty limited
here too. We can only wear the
uniform or our service physical
training gear.
All in all, I can’t complain. For
being in a combat zone, I’m well

taken care of (did I mention we
have cable TV in our trailers?).
Plus, the support and love from
family and friends has been
great. As one good friend told
me, I’m keeping my head down

and my morale up!
Sincerely,
Elizabeth
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Ortiz with ﬁve others serving with her in Baghdad. This photo
was taken after their Thanksgiving celebreation in 2005.

CC alumna Elizabeth Ortiz stands in front of the Crossing Swords, a major landmark in Baghdad. Ortiz works for the Multi-National Force Iraq Media Operations Center and is stationed in
Iraq’s capitol city.

Christianity and liberal tenets
Liza Murray
Staff Writer

When I was about 10 years old,
I hated telling my peers that my
father was a minister. I found
that if I did, the other kids would
refrain from telling me the dirty
jokes and scandalous information that was going around the
elementary school. As a college
student, on the other hand, the
reaction is entirely different.
I’ve found that when I mention
my dad’s profession, instead of
thinking that I’m a good Christian who can’t be exposed to
sinful things, I’m more commonly expected to have rejected

my biblical upbringing.
It is apparent to me that on
many college campuses, especially liberal ones, Christianity
has quite the bad reputation. It
seems to be a pretty easy target
for bashing, and very few are
still willing to claim the religion
as their own. Just last block,
my professor asked the class
who grew up in a Christian
home, and while the majority
eventually raised their hands,
most everyone felt the need to
clarify that “my family is (insert
denomination) but I’m not anymore.” I guess it is understandable. With Focus on the Family
right here in Colorado Springs

reminding us of that overbearing fundamentalist aspect of the
religion, it’s sometimes difﬁcult
to think of it any other way.
However, growing up with
my father as a liberal Methodist
minister, I have an entirely different understanding of Christianity and I hate that the entire
religion is often associated with
its fundamentalist wing. Jesus
Christ could be an ideal ﬁgure
to model one’s life after. We liberals love to preach acceptance
and tolerance, and these are values that are wholly embraced by
what I know of Christianity.
Martin Luther King Jr. used
Christianity as a rallying cry for
the civil rights movement, and I

Christianity
does not have to
be overbearing, it
does not have to
be frightening, and
it should never
preach hate as it
often seems to.
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think you could ﬁnd some biblical support for the claim that Jesus was as close to a feminist as
they come in his day. I honestly
believe that those who truly attempt to model their life after Jesus lead inspirational lives without needing to preach a word,
and I grew up seeing this with

my father. Christianity does not
have to be overbearing, it does
not have to be frightening, and
it should never preach hate as it
often seems to.
With the increase of fundamentalist inﬂuence throughout
the country it is extremely easy
to become infuriated with Christianity as a whole. It seems to be
taking over in some very dangerous ways. However, I would
hate to see what I consider the
good things about Christianity
be entirely overshadowed by
the bad. I wish people could
stop ﬂeeing from the religion
and instead would try to re-

claim it. I want to hear more
of my father’s accepting and
thoughtful messages instead of
the hateful and frightening messages of hellﬁre and damnation
to all who aren’t saved.
With Christianity as the
dominant religion in America
today, it will not go away any
time soon and it will continue
to inﬂuence individuals in very
important ways. I only hope
that the Christianity I grew up
with will continue to grow and
develop so that we can all stop
being ashamed of growing up
in a Christian home and ﬁnally
appreciate it.
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Fashion Show 7:00pm

This second annual event, entitled “Wax
Museum,” will be held in Taylor Theater.
Student designers’ work will be modeled
by students. Tickets $4 at the Worner
Desk.
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Julia
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After Party 9:00pm–12:30am

Join models and designers at the Fashion
Show after party in Bemis. There will be
live music and refreshments. Free.

Hockey Buffet 5:30pm
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Quattro Mani 3:00pm

The music department sponsors the piano
duet of Susan Grace and Alice Rybak performing a preview of their upcoming Carnegie Hall performance in Packard. Free

Anthropology Lecture 12:15pm

The CC Business and Community Alliance
hosts the CC Tigers Hockey Night with a
dinner buffet in the World Arena’s Wigand
Room before the CC vs. North Dakota
game. $20 with CC ID.

Romeo and Juliet in Shove 7:00pm

The Film Series presents this Shakespeare
classic turned Baz Luhrmann production in the
cavernous, dramatic setting of Shove Chapel.
Also showing Friday in Worner. Free.

Medieval Ball 10:00pm–12:00am
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The anthropology department and the Venture Grant Committeee sponsor Dr. Corina
Kellner of UC San Diego speaking on “Imperial Strategies in the Ancient Andes: The
Wari Empire and the Nasca” in Barnes 407.

The Film Series and the Medieval Society present this live music event that will
feature called dances, belly dancers, refreshments, and more. Tickets free with period
attire or $2 at the door.

Chinese New Year 5:00pm–8:00pm
Dinner will be served at this celebration in
honor of the begining of the Year of the Dog in
Gaylord Hall. RSVP to Eva at x6909 if planning
to attend. Free.

Breakfast Talk 7:30am

The CC Business and Community Alliance
sponsors Assistant Professor of psychology
Emily Chan speaking on “I’d Rather You
Think I’m Stupid Than Immoral” in Bemis
Hall. RSVP to Ms. Kluge at 389–6603. $15,
breakfast included.

Lecture: China 7:30pm
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The Asian Studies program
sponsors Dr. Wen-hsin, professor of history at UC Berkley. His
lecture is entitled “History in
Modernity: Contemporary Intellectual Debates in China from
the 1990s Forward” in Gates
Common Room, Palmer Hall.f

Legend of Baggar Vance 6:00pm

The InterFaith House Film Series presents
this ﬁlm with dinner and discussion on
“the true self” to follow in their east campus hosue. Free

Rose Weitz, professor of sociology and of
women and gender studies at ASU speaks
on her book Rapunzel’s Daughters, What
Women’s Hair Tells Us About Women’s Lives in
Gaylord Hall. Free.

$5 Matinee
Weekend Showing

Kimball’s Twin Peaks
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Lecture: Women’s Hair 3:30pm

Pulitzer Author 7:30pm

As this year’s Cornerstone Arts Week keynote speaker, Pulitzer Prize winner Louis
Meand, speaks on “What is the Legacy of
Modernism?” in Armstrong Theater.

Brokeback Mountain

1:45 4:45 7:45

Mrs. Henderson Presents

1:00 3:15

