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The Colorado College Fair Labor
commission was established to
address the issues of wages and
Sodexho staff in 2001. However,
after 2003, there has been little
research or investigation into the
current wage and labor relations at
Colorado College.
On
November
7,
2006,
Coloradans voted in favor of the first
minimum wage increase in the last
eight years, raising the minimum
wage from $5.15 per hour to $6.85
per hour. At Colorado College,
both custodial service and food
service employees on average make
well above this minimum wage.
Some believe Sodexho treats its
employees well, while others assert
that Sodexho is unfair.
At Colorado College, Sodexho
pays all of its custodial employees
a starting wage of $9.64 an hour.
The food services staff pays its fulltime cooks a starting wage of $10.40
and its part-time cooks $9.00 an
hour. Sodexho staff pays it wages
in accordance to the Colorado
College fair wage requirements,
which is roughly average in terms of
occupational wages in Colorado.

With a colorful, extensive collection
of confiscated glass bongs and pipes
in front of him and pictures of his
Harley-Davidson behind him, Ron
Smith, Chief of Security at Colorado College, discussed Campus
Security’s “Jack-of-all-trades” role
at Colorado College.
Over the years, Smith has heard
many people ask, “What does Security really do at CC?”
“We are supposed to be here for
the safety and security of the campus, but we do a lot in addition to
security. We are more of a customer
service,” said Smith, who sports a
grey horseshoe mustache and spent
20 years in the Air Force.
Smith came to Colorado College
in August of 1991 as a patrolman
in response to a newspaper ad, and
took over as Chief of Security in
1993. In 2005, he put together an
exhaustive list of every service the
staff performed and how many times

each was performed in 2005.
Included in the list were over
3,000 student/employee escorts,
over 1,100 student/employee lockouts, 16 elevator alarms where individuals stuck in elevators were extracted, and 77 plumbing problems
responded to, 45 of which were fixed
by security themselves. The list also
includes transporting students to the
hospital, vehicle assistance, removing unwanted persons from campus,
alarms of all sorts, and providing
maintenance for multiple items on
campus.
“This list proves that we’re not
just a bunch of grumpy old men,”
Smith said.
In addition to all of these services, many on staff say that they are
here to make sure that students are
safe while still having a good time.
In fact, most of the people on the
Security staff agree that the students
are the reason they have stayed and

>> continued on page 3
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Left: Students explore the
dining options in Rastall.

Sustainability or Bust?
Tyler McMahon
Staff Writer

Several CC students have launched a
petition to return LEED certification
to the Cornerstone Arts Center, currently under construction.
Because of recent construction
bids totaling $33 million, higher
than the original $30 million budget,
it was recommended to the college’s
Board of Trustees that some costcutting measures be taken during
the construction process. In August,
the Board of Trustees recommended
that CC drop the LEED certification
process for the building.
LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) is a pointSam Cornwall/Catalyst based system for certifying sustainColorado College’s Cornerstone Arts Center, still under con- able buildings, the benchmark system in the industry.
struction, may no longer be built with LEED certification.
Sam Cornwall/Catalyst
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Sodexho employee relations

Ellie Wood/Catalyst

A busy night in Rastall Dining Center. Sodexho employees
perform tasks ranging from food to custodial services.

>> Continued from front page According to one employee, “this
Among the full-time food service
employees interviewed, all stated
that their wage was livable, both
those with and without dependents.

is one of the best jobs I have ever
had” and that their management and
employers were both fair and accessible. There are avenues to lodge

CC backs out of certification
for Cornerstone Arts Center
>> Continued from front page
Senior Environmental Science
major Jenna Lipscomb, the original author of the petition, collaborated with freshman Charles Keller
to write and edit the petition that
has been circulating around campus. Lipscomb calculated that the
estimated cost difference between
certifying the building and not
would be $200,000, not far from
Facilities Services’ estimate of
$225,700.
“I think if this passes, leaving
out some of these [criteria for sustainable design], even more could
be left out in the next building and
we will be less and less sustainable
as we continue building,” said Lipscomb.
Those defending the decision
argue that the building is still going to be sustainable even though
it is not LEED certified. “I don’t
want to be in a position that saying
the only definition of a sustainable
building is a LEED certificate,”
said President Dick Celeste.
Documents provided by Facilities reveal that 14 points, of the
minimum 29 required for certification, will be met regardless of the
decision to obtain LEED certification, and 18 more are possible
without certification. Of these 18
points, 8 could be met, but CC will
not receive credit toward certification because they are not paying to
collect the administrative paperwork necessary for LEED certification.
One example of the environ-

mental measures being taken regardless of certification is in the
carpets, adhesives, and paints
used in the building, which all
emit lower levels of the Voluntary
Organic Compounds (VOCs) considered by the EPA to potentially
have long-term adverse health effects. However, there is a $2,500
paperwork cost to obtain LEED
recognition for use of these items.
According to Director of Facilities Services Gary Reynolds,
who holds a Master’s degree in
Energy Utilization and Indoor Air
Quality, there are better ways to
build sustainable buildings. “If we
truly wanted to be sustainable and
save energy, we’d forget about
being LEED certified and spending $145,000 on paper; I’d rather
spend my $100,000 on the heat
exchange system.”
Out of $250,000 in paperwork costs, CC has spent nearly
$140,000 to date. LEED standards have several unquantifiable
benefits for the community and
society, as well as marketing potential because of the respectability of certification.
The petition concerning LEED
certification made a goal for the
majority of students to sign before
the decision was made Wednesday, Dec. 13. The decision CC
faces is saving $200,000 out of a
$33 million dollar building cost,
or avoiding a potentially negative future precedent by carrying
through with the original decision
to LEED certify Cornerstone.

complaints and individual grievances, and these concerns were said
to be both easily and speedily dealt
with by management.
Some of the issues of contention
within the food services, as stated
by some employees involve wage
compression. Specifically, the starting wage changes over time, but
raises do not necessarily keep pace
with the increased wage. Therefore, someone who started working
five years ago makes $11.09 today,
while someone who started only a
few months ago makes $10.40.
Many of these employees in positions of seniority wish that there
were more benefits for people who
have been employed longer, possibly in the form of higher raises for
employees with seniority in order to
combat wage compression.
Another complaint was the time
it took for one employee to receive
their retro payments after their wage
increased from part-time to fulltime.
The other contentious issue is
that in the summer most part-time
employees cannot work because
most of the campus is closed. For
those full time employees that can-

not get their full 40 hours in, they are
granted job-attached layoffs, which
means they are temporarily laid
off with a guarantee of a job when
school begins again. During these
periods of layoffs, full-time employees are eligible for unemployment
benefits. However, Finnegan said
that most of their full-time employees are able to stay employed in the
summer.
Among the custodial staff, there
were more contentious issues but
also very positive responses. The
custodial staff without dependents
said that they believed there wage
was livable.
One of the contentious issues that
arose was the high cost of health
care benefits. Employees without
dependents believe that the benefits
are manageable, but noted that those
with dependents would probably
have a more difficult time.
On average, someone with more
than one dependent spent $250 of
their $600 paycheck on health care,
which does not include co-pays
ranging from $10 to $50.
According to Tom Allen, Operations Manger for Custodial Services, the health benefits policies

are better at Colorado College than
with other employers, and that the
high cost is more a reflection of the
United States overall health care
system. Some employees feel that,
after health care, their wage is not
livable, especially those with dependents, and some are required to take
on second jobs to make ends meet.
Other employees expressed frustration that the management was
not sensitive to the needs of family
emergencies or familial responsibilities. Additionally, some were
disappointed that this year they did
not receive two days off for Thanksgiving and a free turkey like they did
last year.
Finally, some employees stated
that occasionally there are barriers
surrounding language communication between the staff and management. However, Allen was adamant
in confirming that communication
is never a problem among the employees or between employees and
management.

Hailey Eck contributed reporting for this article

Love is not dead

Students get engaged at Room 46 Concert
Hailey Eck
Staff Writer

Nathaniel Kidd, Colorado College
Class of 2006, proposed to his girlfriend of 20 months, 4 days and 23
hours, last Thursday, December 7th.
Sarah Switzer, Class of 2008, said
yes in front of hundreds of Colorado
College friends and even a few Kidd
family members.
Kidd’s proposal came at the end
of his final performance with the
student a capella group Room 46.
He sang “Book of Love,” by Peter
Gabriel, to Switzer.
The rendition was a personal
arrangement that Kidd had devel-

oped over the previous few weeks
after he walked in on his to-be-fiancée watching the movie Shall We
Dance, which showcases the song
in one particular scene that Switzer
particularly enjoys.
Kidd stated, “The song was quite
appropriate, because the last line
is ‘you ought to give me wedding
rings.’ There was a collective gasp
when I kneeled on one knee. Then
there was an uproarious applause.”
Kidd wasn’t sure what the audience’s response would be to his
proposal; however, going into the
night he was rather confident about
Switzer’s answer. They had talked
informally about marriage, and

Kidd had asked approval from her
parents, both of whom expressed
their support for the union.
The wedding of Nathaniel Kidd,
son of Steven and Anne Kidd, and
Sarah Switzer, daughter of Chip
Switzer and Kelly Anderson, is tentatively scheduled for January 2008
at Colorado College.
Kidd said, “I’ve loved the response of the campus—it’s really
great. A lot of people are thinking
love is not dead.”
The tear-jerking Room 46 performance and proposal can be seen on
youtube.com.

Courtesy of Virginia Drew

Senior Nathaniel Kidd, of the a cappella group Room 46, proposes to junior Sarah Switzer.
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Behind the scenes
with campus security
>> Continued from front page extra patrol and aid in possible esca- pus to steal bikes. They are really
enjoy working here.
“Protecting students is our main
goal. I’d hope students look at us as
advocates. And I think they do if we
show them respect,” said John Voorhees, a patrolmen for Colorado College for 12 years and a former cab
driver.
“The main thing is that they feel
we’re here to help [the students] and
not to ruin their fun. I think the majority of students know we’re here to
help, but then there are the few that
think we don’t serve a purpose,” said
Smith.
Concerning Security’s effectiveness, junior and Slocum RA Lindsey Davis said, “It depends on the
situation. They can be a little slow
sometimes.”
“I don’t really know what they do
doing the daytime. I think they are
more effective at nighttime,” Davis
added.
On the other hand, sophomore
and Slocum RA, Meg Reamer stated, “I have generally had positive
experiences with Security. I have a
lot of friends who live far away, and
I don’t like walking across campus
late at night. So I call Security, and
they are usually there in five minutes.”
With a total of eighteen diverse
men and women on staff, Smith
feels that things “work pretty well.”
Through the three shifts during the
day, Security will have three patrolmen, one dispatcher, and one supervisor. On weekends, a Colorado
Springs policeman joins Security for

lated, emergency situations.
While on border patrol on a relatively slow Saturday night, patrolman Jose Anaya, who spent four
years in active duty for the Air Force
and was discharged on the day John
F. Kennedy was shot, said that students used to be terrible a few years
ago.
“In the last four years or so,
things have tapered down. But every
generation does their own thing. In
my day, the Elvis era, it was all cigarettes and beer. That was it. So every
generation changes,” said Anaya.
Statistics in the Security Information Handbook from this year
show that on campus crimes have
decreased considerably from 2003
to 2005. For instance, in 2003 and
2004, two aggravated assaults were
reported on campus compared to
2005 where none were reported.
On-campus arrests for liquor law
violations have decreased considerably; however, liquor law and drug
abuse violations referred to campus
disciplinary action have steadily increased.
According to Smith, there were
28 reported thefts, 48 damages to
college property, and 10 damages to
personal property in 2005. The most
frequent theft that they see, however,
is bicycle theft. In 2005, there were
62 reported bicycle thefts. While
many thefts are student-related, the
bicycle thefts are more related to
non-college individuals.
“People from the neighborhoods
or downtown will come onto cam-

organized, sometimes with teams
of guys using radios and monitoring
bike racks,” said Smith.
On Anaya’s nightly patrol, he
will make a specific stop at the large
bike rack outside of Mathias.
“It is really dark in there,” said
Anaya as he flipped on the brights
to the Security car, “so every night I
shine my lights in there to make sure
there isn’t anyone there who looks
like they shouldn’t be.”
Much of Security’s success and
appeal is attributed to the exuberant personalities of the staff. In the
Security office at 11 p.m. on a Saturday night, the men laughed with
anyone who would visit.
When he first introduced himself,
Ron Pike joked, “My name is Ron
Pike. Like the mountain. But not related,” he said with a loud laugh.
In addition to their jovial spirit,
many staff members come from military backgrounds with stories you
only see in action adventure films.
Smith laughed about the frequent and unsuccessful visits he gets
from senior students, who come into
his office asking to get their bongs
back on account of their impending
graduation. He considers the collection of about two and half years’
worth of confiscated paraphernalia a
“neat display.”
So what is Security’s future?
With the move in July from Facilities to Student Life, Campus Security is hoping to get closer to the
students. In 2000, a dispatcher was
added to aid in communication be-

Ellie Wood/Catalys

A campus security guard stands next to his jeep.

tween patrolmen. A position to monitor all campus parking was added in
November. They also hope to hire
a Deputy Chief of Security to take
over when Smith is gone and assist
in better training for the staff.
Cameras will be put in the big
parking lots and by some of the bike
racks to deter thefts and vandalism.
Finally, the staff is looking to add a

bicycle patrolman to make Security
more visible to the community.
“I always tell [the students] that
we’re not bad guys. Don’t be afraid
of us. We don’t necessarily want to
discipline students, we want to help.
Get through college, have a good
time, and don’t hurt yourself. Some
don’t see it like that, but we do,”
Smith concluded.

A moment of respect
CCCA reports five instances for slain police officer
EMPTY STOCKING FUND RESULTS
Winning Dodgeball Team: Celestial Star Child
Total Money Raised: $1267

of attempted date rape
Tay WileS
Guest Writer

In the past week, there have been five
separate incidents wherein individuals on the Colorado College campus
have been drugged with “date rape
drugs.” This week, CCCA received a
report from a student who had firsthand knowledge of these attempts.
Though there have been rumors
of “date rapes,” senior Maria Barsallo of CCCA said, “This is the
first time it’s come up in an alarming way.”
On Wednesday, CCCA sent an
all-school e-mail to inform the student body of the report. The e-mail
encouraged students who are hosting events or being social this weekend to be alert and not to leave their
drinks unattended. The recent attempts to use the drugs were through
alcoholic beverages.
It is unclear what drugs were
used in recent instances. Several
varieties of the drug include rohypnol—or “roofies”—katamine, and
“special k.” The drugs usually cause
vomiting, reduced motor coordination, and induce memory loss. These

symptoms are often associated with
heavy drinking, and therefore it is
sometimes difficult to distinguish
between someone who has been
drugged and someone who is heavily under the influence of alcohol.
In the year and a half she has
worked at CC, Sexual Assault Coordinator Heather Horton has spoken
directly with roughly eight victims of
a “date rape drug” incident, though
she has heard about many more. She
said that of the CC students who
have inadvertently ingested a “date
rape drug”, up to two-thirds were
raped. Although more women than
men are victims, there are also incidents of men drugging other men.
In order to protect the privacy of
the victims, CCCA is unable to reveal details of the reports, including
whether these “attempts” resulted in
rape, and the names of the individuals involved.
To report an incident where date
rape drugs were present or to seek
medical attention for a past drugrelated incident, contact Horton at
hhorton@coloradocollege.edu
or
visit Boettcher Health Center.

Scott Hutchins
Staff Writer

With campus flags at half-mast,
the funeral procession of CSPD
Officer Kenneth Jordan, 32, who
was fatally wounded on December
4, blocked the streets surrounding
campus Monday afternoon.
Officer Jordan was shot four
times while approaching the driver of a vehicle that that had been
pulled over under suspicion of a
DUI on Fountain Blvd., near Murray Blvd. The assailant, Marco
Reiner Lee, 25, who was already
facing up to 3 years jail time, was
immediately hit by return fire from
two other officers at the scene and
is now being held in detention at
the El Paso Criminal Justice Center.
Many students were frustrated
and indignant at the heavy traffic
backup on the streets surrounding
campus, some complaining that
they had to wait upwards of 20
minutes to cross the street. The
unusual congestion was due to the
shutdown of I-25 southbound for
several hours as the funeral pro-

cession moved from the service at
the New Life Church through downtown.
Officer Jordan was noted and
praised in Colorado Springs for his
committed ethic and record DUI arrests, approximately 584 since February 2004. He was also an avid
outdoorsman who enjoyed spending
time kayaking, hunting, and playing
tennis. Officer Jordan is survived
by his parents, his sister, and a girl-

friend of two years.
Officer Jordan’s death is the
second this year for the CSPD. In
February, Officer Jared Jensen was
killed by a point blank gunshot
wound to the head near Memorial Park. He had been pursuing
Jereme Lamberth, who was suspected of stabbing his sister, and at
the time of the shooting Jensen’s
gun was not drawn.

Sam Cornwall/Catalyst

Patrol cars process in honor of Officer Kenneth Jordan.
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Tis the Season for the

Apocalypto
Santa, for Christmas, I want a Playstation
3. Well, Timmy, you’ve been a dull boy
this year, and Santa saw you masturbating, so here’s a movie review instead.
Rip Empson
Scene Editor

With all the controversy swirling
around Mel Gibson, mishaps on
location, editing problems, among
other setbacks, it is no wonder
that a movie slated for release last
summer has been pushed back until Christmas. I’m not even sure a
later release date is going to save
this movie from being torn apart by
those who dislike Gibson. And with
all of the gratuitous violence, I’m
not sure that this movie projects the
holiday cheer that you and the extended family are looking for. But
you need to ask yourself, “When
was the last time I saw a Hollywood
film in Yucatec Maya?”
Regardless of how you feel about
Mel Gibson “the individual,” one
has to admit that the guy brings a
lot of passion to whatever project
he’s involved in—whether that’s
intolerance or film-making. The
guy doesn’t do anything half-assed.
In his newest leap into the historical, Gibson ferries us into the 16th
century for a subjective look at the
decline of the great Mayan civiliza-

tion. With Braveheart, The Passion
of the Christ, and now Apocalypto,
it seems as if Mel Gibson has made
an effort to hide himself in human
history. And though this may be,
psychologically speaking, a little
bit weird and repressive, it is exactly what, cinematically speaking,
makes this movie successful.
After massive casting calls,
months constructing tribal sets in
Mexican jungles and sugarcane
fields, finely-tuned CGI, and the
cultivation of amateur acting and
exclusive use of Mayan dialect, the
viewer feels no lack of realism as
the camera darts through the jungles
of Mesoamerica.
Sure, if one strips away the film’s
art house posturing and modern political references, this movie is essentially a genre movie—an all-out
action flick—with no sparing use
of chase scenes or flying spears.
But Gibson and co-writer Farhad
Safinia take their time developing
the relationships and psychology of
a tribe of Mayan hunter-gatherers,
and the audience comes to relate to
the social, familial, and sometimes
comical sexual concerns of the characters.

Photos courtesy of rottentoatoe.com

Just as the village seems to be manifesting itself in reality, Gibson and
Safinia demolish it. Manhunters
surround and destroy the village,
slaughtering and raping, and then
proceed to haul off the survivors for
sale and sacrifice in a buzzing Mayan metropolis. The rest of the film
turns into an elaborate and sophisticated one-against-many chase as
Jaguar Paw, played by Rudy Youngblood, attempts to flee his captors
and return to save his wife and child
from the protective trap that he left
them in.
Youngblood, another of Gibson’s
historical heroes, leads a very unHollywood collection of characters—the faces of these characters
are unlike any you’ve seen—in one
of the better pursuits in recent history. And the elaborate conception of a
civilization in decline, especially as
seen in the episodes within the city,
is rendered with such convincing detail—the co-writers present numerous causes for it (violence, societal
corruption, famine, disease, etc.)—
that the viewer might be willing to
overlook the nonstop action-movie
cuts and zooms, to see the way that
the movie humanizes its characters
and allegorically references the depressed state of the modern world.
Youngblood’s escape and ensuing
guerilla crusade against his captors
becomes a metaphor for the struggle
of the humanistic minority against
the oppressive and corrupt majority.
However, many have argued how
much this message actually comes
across. For some, Apocalypto will be
too gory. With numerous disembowelments, decapitations, and bloody
deaths, the movie is not for the faint
of heart. But one might also say that
this violence adds to the overall realism of the film, and it sure makes the
movie pretty damn exciting.
For those who are looking to have
your aversion for Mel Gibson reaffirmed, you will certainly be able to
find ample material; for those liberal
minds looking to place contemporary and “progressive” societal mores and sensibilities on the depiction
of Mesoamerican culture, maybe
you’ll get your chance to vilify. It’s
true—a white guy did make this
movie. But it seems that Apocalypto
largely avoids a myopic perspective,
shunning an entirely Americanized
or English-language bias.
My mom may not like this movie.
But for those looking for a little historical violence—a little spaghettiwestern shoot-em-up action—view
away, my friends. 9.2 out of 11 possible carrots.
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National book award
finalist poet H.L. Hix
speaks to CC about
love and G.W. Bush
CARoLinE HoDGE
Guest Writer

“It made me want to fall in
love,” breathed sophomore Peter Schumacher about poet H.
L. Hix’s December 7 reading.
Hix, the final author of this fall’s
Visiting Writer Series, must have
sparked similar passions within
the National Book Award committee, who nominated him as a
2006 finalist for his latest collection, Chromatic.
The concluding reading of this
year’s Writer Series endeavored
to reveal life through the leaves
of poetry pages—after all, as Hix
said, the “purpose of poetry is to
tell us about life.” His reading incorporated original pieces from
his collections Chromatic, Shadows of Houses, Legible Heavens,
and the as yet unpublished God
Bless, along with works by Jared
Carter, Elizabeth Bishop, Gwendolyn Brooks, W. H. Auden, and
Josephine Jacobsen. Hix’s poems, famous for their fixation
with love, were complimented
by the other poets’ works, whose
themes ranged from death and

“Healthy dialogue
is a necessary
condition for
democracy,”
-H.L. Hix
social class structure to politics
to illustrate the full spectrum of
life in poetry.
Despite the impressive selection, the audience, many of whom
are students in Beginning Poetry
Writing, most looked forward to
Hix’s own poetry—especially his
recently nominated book Chromatic. “The most pervasive preoccupation in the book is desire,”
Hix said of Chromatic. Chromatic attempts “to talk about what is
not there,” Hix explained, by collecting “things that are not desire
but stand for it.”
The titles of Chromatic’s three
sequences, Remarks on Color,
Eighteen Maniacs, and The WellTempered Clavier, were inspired
by the music of Ludwig Wittgenstein, Duke Ellington, and Bach,
respectively. Although each sequence seeks to explore Hix’s
traditional theme, desire, Chromatic employs a unique writing
style that bridges “the gap between more experimental poetry
and more traditional, formal poetry,” said junior Andy Baldwin,
a student in the Beginning Poetry
Writing class.
Despite his poetry’s reputation for devoting itself uncondi-

Courtesy of nationalbook.org

tionally to love and desire, Hix is
determined to challenge the traditional concept of poetry by broaching more controversial subjects.
“The view is that poetry should
not be topical or political, but transcendent,” he said. “I want to assert that poetry can do so.”
As evidence, Hix recited W. H.
Auden’s Shield of Achilles. Hix,
however, has also written some
political statements of his own.
His poem God Bless scathingly
criticizes the Bush administration, the wars on terror, and Iraq,
and provoked a strong, assenting
reaction from the audience during
Thursday’s reading. God Bless juxtaposes a particular month’s worth
of official George Bush statements
with paraphrased statements made
by Osama bin Laden. Bush’s statements, each of which ended with
“peace,” contrast sharply with bin
Laden’s refrain: “If self-defense is
terrorism, what is legitimate?”
God Bless’s recital was frequently interrupted both by Hix,
who emphasized, “I need to say
again that these are Bush’s words,”
and by the audience’s constant
laughter. Despite its comedic appeal, Hix’s satire has important
political ambition.
“Healthy dialogue is a necessary condition for democracy,”
Hix explained. According to Hix,
because neither Bush nor bin Laden is capable of dialogue, “my goal
is to get those who refuse to talk to
each other face to face, talking on
the page.”
Junior attendee Adam Goldberg
characterized Hix’s poetry as “the
perfect blend of humor and brilliance.” His observation is well
supported by the audience’s quiet
entrancement punctuated by outbursts of laughter.
Art is valued not only for its
aesthetic worth—it may also serve
as an important medium through
which to reflect on contemporary
issues. Hix’s poetry is undoubtedly
art, but it also serves as refreshing
political commentary because his
satirical perspective and writing
style present tired social issues
from an original angle.
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Creeking: A Car, A Backhoe, and a Dead Pigeon
LEATH TONINO
Staff Writer

The other morning, I read a piece
in the New York Times about the
British novelist Will Self. The
article was about how, upon arriving
at Kennedy airport in Brooklyn, Mr.
Self walked 26 miles to his hotel in
downtown Manhattan. In the article,
he is quoted saying, “People don’t
know where they are anymore. In
the post-industrial age, this is the
only form of real exploration left.”
For Self, the long, perilous walk
through strange neighborhoods
and nighttime streets is the cure
for a blindness that pervades
car-dependent populations. By
traveling only in vehicles and along
prescribed pathways, the modern
person unknowingly confines their
vision to the frame of the window,
thus detaching themselves from
their own topography. By example,
Mr. Self asserts his belief that it is
the walker who confronts the city
and learns where they stand.
I grew very excited about this
lanky, middle-aged, oddball novelist
and what he had to say. Before I
finished the article I knew that I
agreed with Mr. Self; I didn’t just
connect with his actions, but found a
reflection of my own thoughts in his
depiction of his motivations for—
and the results of—his addiction to
walking. However, as I went through
the day with Self in my mind, I
couldn’t help but wonder what it
was that this man and I found to be
so redeeming about dirty, aching
journeys through urbanity.
Cars and roads limit our
acquaintance with the world we live
in. Yes. Exploration dwells just a
few feet from the front stoop. True.
Why should this interest us? Who
cares about exploration? It is not
enough for me to cite the inherent
exploratory nature of creeking as
proof of the quality of my strange
hobby. First I must attempt to
understand why I take exploring
to be such an important human
endeavor.
With these questions driving my
thoughts, I’ve turned my mind to
Will Self and myself and why it is
important for us all to know where
we might find the potential for
exploration in the 21st century.
If the fact is that exploration
exists in the alleys, ditches, and
dark corners of the city, then the
question has to be, “Who cares?”
If the consummate doubter asks,
“Who cares?” one might answer
that our close proximity to the wilds
where exploration takes place is also
our close proximity to the grounds
where adventure is sought and
experienced.
This is not a suitable answer in and
of itself, because it begs the question,
“Who cares about adventure?” For
the time being, though, let’s follow
this line of argument to see what
insight it might yield.
Only a few days prior to reading
the New York Times article, I read
a National Geographic interview
with one of the world’s greatest
mountaineers. Reinhold Messner
was the first person to summit Mt.
Everest solo without supplemental
oxygen. His career of extraordinary

adventure reaches beyond the great
ranges of the world, including his
“horizontal feats”: foot-crossings
of massive barren spaces like
Antarctica, Greenland, and the
Gobi Desert. Messner is not just
an amazing climber, he is also one
of the world’s best walkers. Of his
lifestyle, he says, “Without the
possibility of death, adventure is not
possible.”
Perhaps it is this sense of
adventure that Mr. Self and I find
so enthralling. While not always
a direct confrontation of death,
walking through the bowels of
the city or traversing the busy
interstate does provide a danger
and immediacy foreign to the daily
routine. I can walk off of my college
campus and I know where to go
to scare the shit out of myself. I
know that this strange place called
Colorado Springs has more than a
lifetime’s worth of homeless, methhead altercations and dangerous,
uncertain trespassing projects. In a
life that seems far distant from the
cold, sharp dangers of high altitude
mountaineering—and thus far distant
from the spiritual and introspective
heights that are a product of such
adventure—it is reassuring to know
that harm awaits me so nearby.
I am not joking, but I don’t
wish to come across as flippant
concerning the all too real and tragic
dangers that constantly confront us.
It is one thing to be subjected to pain
and suffering by the force of another,
but altogether different to willingly
seek out a similar hardship. My
walking from school to Manitou in
a half-frozen creek and Will Self’s
journey through the tangles of a
foreign metropolis both fall under
the latter category. To know that we
can challenge our safety without the
contrived dangers of historically
conceived “adventurous” pastimes
(arctic exploration, mountaineering,
deep sea cave diving, etc.) is a type
of freedom for people of a certain
bent.
The consummate doubter may
raise his or her head again and say
that I’ve done little to justify Mr.
Self’s claim to city walking as an
enriching experience for a deranged,
cooped-up society. I agree. There is
something more that we who walk
the creeks and sort through the
garbage piles seek than a moment
of fear. When I walk beneath a
bridge and pass by a stumbling,
babbling homeless person, I can’t
help but increase my pace. I gain a
lot from observing my behavior in
such situations, but I can’t deny that
in creeking I search for something
that seems to transcend Messner’s
conception of adventure. I walk
toward what has already been there
but I am only seeing for the first time,
the details of my surroundings.
At this point, I would like
to briefly turn to the notion of
acquaintance and its connection to
urban exploration. Exploration is the
umbrella term. It embodies many
forms of journeying, searching,
investigating, and discovering.
All adventures (by Messner’s
definition) are explorations, but
not all explorations are adventures.
There is a wealth of exploration that
comes in the form of the boring, the

mundane, the slow, and the painful.
Walking is exploration because it is
a deliberate movement into a realm
of uncertainty, and thus, newness. To
say that there is something to explore
in the cracks and holes riddling our
matrix habitat of suburban housing,
financial towers, and industrial
chaos is to say that there is newness
in the grains of the sidewalk.
When we walk through the
streets of our homelands, we notice
the details hidden beneath the
undercarriage of our cars. When we
go as far as to leave the road and
tread the smaller spaces, we open
ourselves to hidden worlds. Through
creeking, we acquaint ourselves with
where we live and find that there is
much we do not know. We might
say that all exploring is learning
and by doing so we have made a
new umbrella term and changed
the question. Now the doubter asks,
“Why is Mr. Self pointing out that
we can learn by just taking a walk
through the neighborhood?” To that,
I have little response.
I give a simple answer to a
simple-minded question. Mr. Self
is not criticizing a civilization of
people who live amid the jungle of
discovery without knowing it; he is
reminding them that the trees are full
of fruit, the skyscrapers heavy with
shrieking monkeys and exotic birds.
We can learn by looking at trash, and
looking at ourselves looking at trash
seems like the first step in a noble
pursuit. Bringing this optimism into

Alison Kelman/Catalyst

Leath Tonino crouches in Monument Creek, surveying his
creeking domain.

our lives will change the way we
see, not just the topography that we
create and exist within, but also the
internalography that is the source of
the most information of all.
Today I took a two-hour walk,
east towards the plains and then
south past the city center. I wasn’t in
the creek but I was creeking. I saw
many things that triggered many
interesting thoughts. I saw a white
car blaring rap music that went up
onto two hydraulic wheels and rode
like that, defying gravity, for 20 or 30
seconds. I stopped on a street corner
and watched a massive excavator
with a backhoe attachment decimate
the remains of a burnt out brick
building. The mechanized dinosaur

took down brick walls and fullgrown trees, producing a crunching
music unique to itself with each bite
into metal, masonry, and wood.
Nearing campus, the sun closing
in on the mountains, I stopped and
looked at the remains of a dead
pigeon. Mr. Self would probably
have liked it. I like to think that he
and I could share a moment there,
glad that our environment presents
itself as it does, hopeful that others
can also find an interest in the
world beyond their windshields and
seatbelts. We would look at the oil
slick blues and greens that run deep
through the dead feathers, and we’d
walk home.
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A chair swivels around, wasting no time yet maintaining complete focus. Visiting Professor David Torres-Rouff of the History department stares
me down, displaying no smile and giving almost constant attention to my
questions and the conversation at hand. His eyes seem like a closing chasm,
undoubtedly the result of having spent the entire night researching and
preparing for this morning’s class. “All right, I have less than 10 minutes before class. What do you got?” asked Torres-Rouff.
Torres-Rouff seems to take a rather proactive approach towards his teaching philosophy, where he makes strong connections with the teacher/student relationship, understanding that the bond furthers the education of
both. Looking into his eyes, there is an exhaustive characteristic that seems
to remain alight by an undying desire to maintain his sarcastic wit. His humor carries a certain sting of self-righteousness, and is so dry that it rivals
Coloradan air.
Torres-Rouff’s demeanor during class can have varying results, as some
students find his teaching style void of a foundation and hard to follow
due to the relaxed atmosphere he perpetuates. However, most students find
his philosophy of life to correlate directly with what occurs in the classroom. He displays a dry absurdity that most students find unavoidable, and
many also find it nearly impossible to distinguish his cynical drollness from
anger or praise.
Torres-Rouff is also a food critic for the Independent, and his passion
for teaching has vast similarities with his passions for cooking, eating, and
everything related to food. Torres-Rouff became involved in cuisine due to
his history of experiencing the gems of the food industry in his native Los
Angeles, or more specifically the San Fernando Valley.
After speaking with Torres-Rouff for a while, one senses that they are no
longer in C. Springs, but rather in the presence of the leading actor of the
movie Sideways, although absent of the melancholy atmosphere.
Torres-Rouff makes numerous parallels between the details of a wellserved meal and that of a well-taught class. “Quality ingredients, a lot of
care in the preparation, and how it is served is not exclusive to meal preparation,” said Torres-Rouff. He also understands that not all meals or all
classes are meant for everyone; just because a teacher or a chef feels that an
individual must like his or her creation doesn’t mean that it fits that individual’s taste.
Drawing an ironic twist to Torres-Rouff is that his younger brother,
Michael, is a sous chef in Los Angeles, though their personalities remain
near opposites. Torres-Rouff explained that this difference is due to the
fact that he became insecure about his brother’s sudden presence in the family and began to vocally assert himself as the dominant sibling, while his
brother took a more submissive approach.
David Torres-Rouff’s presence has illustrated a newly evolving form of
teaching, in which students and teachers help each other in forming a
functioning educational environment. His enthusiastic spirit for all things
food has very easily translated into his History classes, with his desire to
achieve flawlessness in his preparation and execution.
-Charlie Meredith

Courtesy of Charlie Meredith
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Robert
Loevy

Courtesy of Zak Randell

No computer sits on the desk of Professor Bob Loevy. Instead, the accrued papers
of 38 years of teaching decorate the shelves of this long-serving CC staff member. An
enthusiasm lights his eyes when I reveal we’ll be discussing his career here at CC. He
is quick to share his opinion of the successes of Colorado College, but slow to credit
himself, even when a little self congratulation is due.
One of the longest tenured staff members on campus, Loevy has seen Colorado
College change dramatically since his initial fall here back in 1968. He was here for
the transition from the semester system to the block plan, a dramatic shift in the academic future of the school. Excited for the change, Loevy embraced the block plan
from the onset, voting for it initially, and now credits it with much of the success CC
has achieved in recent years.
The increase in student body size in the 1970s and the commitment to keeping
the college population no greater than 2,000 while still building and improving the
campus were cited by Professor Loevy as reasons for his growing satisfaction with the
quality of students at CC over the years.
He also has kind words for the administration at CC. In his years here, there has
never been a significant incident between faculty and administration, which he believes is not typical for similar schools. This cooperation has led to a “happy” place
here in Colorado Springs for Loevy and the students as a whole.
Prior to his time at CC, he served for two years as an acting legislative assistant to
the Republican floor leader, and had what he called “a window” into the formation of
the Civil Rights Act. Although he is unwilling to credit himself with an important role
in the act, he admits to have written three books on the subject, revealing just how
close he was to one of the most important pieces of 20th century legislation. Additionally, he has written the most recent history of the College in 1999.
Loevy has a presence on campus that is undeniable. The four decades that he has
spent here have generated a distinct bond between himself and the school to a point,
where they are almost inseparable.
-Zak Randell
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Courtesy of Jay Hallstein

Most CC students have a superficial relationship with the Arts and Crafts department: they pass by the studio en route to their Worner Boxes and perhaps stare down
the brightly colored hall, wondering, “What’s down there, anyway?”
At the end of that long, curiosity-inspiring corridor, you will find wax-laden batiks,
brass, copper and silver jewelry, books in the process of being beautifully bound, delicately painted silk scarves, amazingly complex weavings, bowls, cups and plates made
from clay. Most importantly—and most marvelously of all—you will find Jeanne.
Jeanne Steiner is officially and formally known as the Arts and Crafts Program Coordinator and has been since 2000, but she is more casually referred to as a teacher,
friend, and surrogate mother to her students.
Steiner first graced Colorado College with her uplifting presence in 1984. She started
by teaching weaving during the pre-Worner days in the student center known as Rastall. At that time, the Arts and Crafts department consisted of a large pottery studio, a
few weaving looms, and no jewelry facilities. However, with the expansion of the Arts
and Crafts fair, coupled with Steiner’s brilliant mind, CC was able to expand the studio
to its current size.
Unlike any other place on campus, this creative space “stays constant, and most
people who use it [do so] all four years,” said Steiner.
This consistency in participation not only allows her the opportunity to form strong
relationships with the students, but also helps create a place that “is good for us as
people, as [a] community; it promotes conversation,” Steiner explained.
Steiner’s positive, supportive, and loving demeanor is also largely responsible for
the studio’s engaging and friendly atmosphere. When presented with a question concerning arts, crafts, boyfriends, girlfriends, graduate school, or calculus, Steiner will
do her best to assist with an answer, because, as she stated, “I don’t really like people
my age, but I love [the students’] age group. I love people in college!”
Steiner believes that the upbeat environment of the Arts and Crafts studio is caused
by students’ personal motivation and their stimulating minds. However, if you ask
anyone at the end of that suspicious and foreboding hallway why the Arts and Crafts
studio is so wonderful, they’ll simply respond, “Jeanne.”
-Jay Hallstein
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Study AbroAd
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Study Abroad
CC students have taken
their liberal arts education to the next level by
traveling across the
globe, gaining further
insight into their areas
of study.
Drew Foster ‘08—Osaka, Japan

Zach Rosen ‘07 —Wadogo Wengi, Tanzania

Eric Nomura ‘08—Tabelands, Australia

Charles Patterson ‘07—Lake Mackenzie, New Zealand

december 15, 2006

Study AbroAd
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Ben Berger ‘07—North of Dien Bien Phu, Vietnam
Yes, the rumors are true. The infamous Ben Berger will be the new
photo editor. Anyone who knows Ben is well aware he needs no
introduction, but here is a sample of his excellent work, which will
continue next semester. - Alison and Sam, photo editors

Drew Foster ‘08—Kyoto, Japan

Matthew Stoddard ‘08—Oxford, England

Will Blaustein ‘08—Chile

Jackob Rueter ‘08—River Enfants
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CC Hockey player
Pursues Other Passions

Courtesy of Jessica Alderman

Senior J.P. Brunkhorst chose to pursue his pre-med education over playing hockey his last year at CC.

Rachael honick
Staff Writer

There comes a point in every person’s life where they must choose
between what they love and what
they know. For most, the line that
distinguishes the two is thin or even
invisible. However, in the moment
of absolute self truth, one must
know in their heart what is truly best
for them.

For senior J.P. Brunkhorst, the
decision to not play Division I hockey his senior year at Colorado College exemplified this moment of self
truth.
An influential three-year member
of the elite, Division I Tiger hockey
team, Brunkhorst is also on his way
to acquiring the credits for pre-med.
For Brunkhorst, who had played
hockey nearly his entire life, the decision not to return for his final sea-

son was a difficult one to make.
“It was an ongoing thing with
me,” said Brunkhorst. “I love hockey practice, road trips, the guys—it
was just time for me to move on.”
Born and raised in Rochester,
Minnesota, Brunkhorst chose to go
to college in Colorado to discover
all the state had to offer.
“I love mountain biking, fly fishing, and snowboarding, and I was
unable to do all the other things I
loved while balancing hockey and
school,” said Brunkhorst.
As a Division I athlete and premed student, free time was scarce.
Making the most of a free afternoon
usually consisted of catching up on
sleep or schoolwork and de-stressing. However, this was never a problem for Brunkhorst, who is a fierce
competitor and has a terrific work
ethic.
According to teammate Chris
Kawano, “‘Horse’ is very competitive in everything that he does; you
can tell that he always wants to be
the best he can.”
Proof of his competitive spirit
lies in the fact that Brunkhorst was
named WCHA All-Academic Selection for his excellence on and off the
ice. “I am rarely satisfied,” Brunkhorst confessed. “I just try to give
everything my very best, and there
is always room for improvement.”
His teammates and friends admire his competitive drive and tenacious spirit. “He is one of the most
all-talented people I know, and he is
unique in that his interests extend
far beyond just hockey and academics. He’ll try anything he can and
he excels in anything he attempts,”
Kawano said.
For Brunkhorst, the decision to
discontinue competitive play was
largely dependent upon his desire
to explore new activities and make
the most of his time left in college.
“There are just too many other

Tigers and Seawolves clash
Rachael honick

said junior wing Jimmy Kilpatrick.
“We were down 1–0 at the end of
the first [period] and then put three
quick goals in during the second.”
After defeating the University of
The goals, scored by juniors Scott
Alaska-Anchorage Seawolves 4–3
McCulloch and Derek Patrosso and
in overtime on Saturday night, tensophomore Chad Rau, were scored
sion and aggression consumed the
within a five-minute time frame.
atmosphere of the Colorado Springs
The Seawolves, who won in
World Arena. The intensity of the
overtime the previous night, battled
game did not fade when the whistle
back and managed to knock in two
blew, and as the players were shakmore goals late in the
ing hands a brawl broke
third to send the game into
out.
“Both benches were cleared
overtime. But the Tigers
After an unprovoked
attack on goaltender se- and five members of the Tigers had not forgotten the sting
were immersed in the fight.” of the loss from the night
nior Matt Zaba, an unidenbefore, and they came out
tifiable member of the CC
hard and fast. The Tigers
squad jumped in to protect
his teammate. Zaba, who was skat- DeBoer and Mike Testwuide. All managed to capitalize off a powering by the UA-A bench immediately are solid players that provide speed play a minute into overtime, edging
following the game, was close-lined and depth, and will be missed in the out Alaska in a dramatic suddenand a melee ensued in front of the opening game in the Bemidji series. death tally by McCulloch, who seAlaska bench. Both benches were
Aside from the fight, the Tigers cured his second goal of the night.
cleared and five members of the Ti- came out with another win that McCulloch, who has 14 goals algers were immersed in the fight.
launched them into second place in ready this season, is the leading
After a two-minute bout of the WCHA conference standings. scorer for the Tigers.
straight fighting, about the same “We played pretty solid overall,”
Staff Writer

time as a full round in boxing, the
players were separated. Eleven players from both teams received fighting majors and have been suspended
for one game. The Tigers, who face
Bemidji State next, will be missing
five key players, including both senior captains Brandon Straub and
Lee Sweatt. The three other players include explosive sophomore
Jake Gannon and freshmen Addison

things,” Brunkhorst said, “and I
wanted to explore more of what the
college and Colorado had to offer.”
Now, with his free time, Brunkhorst is deeply involved in community service. “I do a lot of volunteer
work. I mentor children at North
Boys, where I help them out with
schoolwork and hang out with them.
I love it,” said Brunkhorst.
However, the decision and
change has not been easy for Brunkhorst, who misses his teammates,
coaches, and playing immensely.
“I had a role on the team—I tried
to bring energy and give whatever I
had to the team to make them better. The hardest thing for me now is
going to the games. I love supporting my teammates, but it’s hard for
me to watch the games and have no
influence over the outcome,” Brunkhorst said.
Although no longer an official
member of the team, Brunkhorst still
has a lingering influence on his former teammates. “[Brunkhorst] was a
player that never complained about
anything. His tenacity and competitive spirit rubbed off on the rest of
the guys and made us better players,” Kawano said. It is clear that
the team still carries the energy and
competitiveness Brunkhorst always
brought with him to practice.
Throughout his junior season,
despite battling mononucleosis and
the struggle to meet his pre-med requirements, Brunkhorst continually
came to practice with an explosive

work ethic and tremendous competitive spirit and heart.
Many people in his position
would take the easy road out and
quit. However, Brunkhorst did no
such thing. He gave everything he
had and more to the hockey program,
and showed the tremendous character, maturity, and unselfishness that
he possesses both as a player and as
a person.
“I completely respect and understand his decision,” Kawano said,
“and so do the other guys. It was a
tough decision for him to make, but
he handled it very well, and I think
he got even more respect for making
such a bold decision.”
More importantly, according to
Kawano, who voiced the opinions of
the rest of the team, “[Brunkhorst]
will always be a teammate, because
he gave his heart to the program.
Whether we’re on or off the ice, he’s
the guy you always want on your
team because he brings so much
with him: competitiveness, intelligence, unselfishness, the desire to
improve, and a great work ethic.”
Though he may have made up his
mind to retire, Brunkhorst never quit
on his team. His decision to no longer play was the decision that was
right for him in his heart. Although
it has been a difficult road, the
choice Brunkhorst made was mature
and exemplified his uniqueness as
an athlete and as a person. His competitive drive and deep character are
examples for everyone to follow.
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Rave in the Cave competition
and climbing movie a success
Doug Scott
Guest Writer

Retro was the name of the game at
the first annual Rave in the Cave
Bouldering Comp, held in the Ritt
Kellogg climbing gym and sponsored by the Climber’s Association
of Colorado College. Colorado College students threw themselves at
brand-new bouldering problems
dressed in everything from rugby
shirts and 70s shoes to lycra and Aspen Extreme-esque sunglasses.
Bouldering is the climbing of
short, safe, but extremely technical
“problems” without the hindrance of
the rope, harness, and climbing gear
one would carry on a longer route.
Augmenting the Comp was a
stellar slideshow from climbing
legend and Colorado College alum
Pete Gallagher. Unassuming and
offhandedly funny, Gallagher’s
slides documented a 1993 trip to
Pakistan, where a team of CC alums
put up several brand new routes on
the stunning towers surrounding the
Ogre region of the Karakoram.
“Just like Turkey rocks,” Gallagher quipped, referring to a popular
and close climbing destination in
Colorado, while showing a picture
of himself thousands of feet up on a

vertical tower. Many of the younger
generation were noticeably awed,
intrigued by a type of climbing quite
different than pulling on plastic
holds in a controlled environment.
After the slideshow, the entire
crowd returned to the climbing gym,
which, though certainly not as exciting as expedition climbing, featured
beautiful scenery nonetheless thanks
to an astounding new mural painted
by junior artist and climber Max
Kislevitz. The mural was a muchneeded addition to the oftentimes
crowded and cluttered gym.
The finals, which consisted of a
series of problems for both male and
female contenders, were scored on
how many tries it took each finalist
to “send”—successfully climb—the
route. Hayden Miller won the men’s
finals, while Emily Parker took first
in the women’s finals. Onlookers
enjoyed cheering the climbers on as
they tried again and again to get just
one move higher on the wall.
Finally, prizes, many of which
were generously donated by Mountain Chalet, were raffled off to all
competitors, culminating in the winning of a rope and bouldering pad—
items which the typical CC dirtbag
is always hard-pressed to afford.
Although a small affair, the com-
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Snow
Report
Where are the best turns
going to be? Am I getting
enough vertical? Are other
people skiing deeper powder than I am? We’ve all
had these moments when
we start loving something
too much with our heads
and not our hearts, and
therefore miss the point
entirely. Riding should be
an escape from daily life’s
mad consumerism, not an
extension of it. Some of the
best days come after hiking and working hard for
that one run. After all, who
is going to know how many
cubic inches of powder
they touched at day’s end?
- Captain Carver

Courtesy of Hale Melnick

Richard Brereton climbs the wall during the rock climbing
competition.

petition was fun for all who partici- be held eighth block, with—most
pated, with an emphasis more on importantly—a plethora of prizes
style and a good time than technical for all in attendance.
climbing prowess. As usual, a more
serious and larger competition will

Sports Dispatches

Finding skiing’s roots at Silverton
turner reSor
Sports Editor

In today’s society, it has become
more and more difficult to find the
source. Ask someone where milk
comes from, and it is likely that they
will say the supermarket.
We walk daily through a mural
of sensory stimulating pop culture
that floats around us, often with no
logical connection to the reality and
energy that is our essence. Many traditional forms of escape have been
discovered, perverted, and sold,
contaminating them and leaving few
outlets to charge one’s soul.
This past weekend, I traveled
back in time, cloaked in the dress of
a young skier, and touched the heart
of a little Colorado town and ski
mountain tucked away high in the
San Juan mountain range.
I had heard stories of Silverton Mountain from other college
students. “Oh yeah, Silverton has
probably the best terrain in Colorado,” said one friend.
“You get to ski the mountain with
only like 20 other people,” said another. While their intentions were
pure, their descriptions did nothing to prepare me for the way that I
would be awakened and exposed by
the crisp Colorado winds.
The drive was long and its beauty
foreshadowed the fantasy of the destination. Riding under the sunset on
Highway 50 outside of Gunnison,
we watched as bite-sized snowflakes
twirled and took shape on top of the
mirror of ice that sheathed the Gunnison River. Heading south through
hills and farms, we came to Ouray.
Lying on the outside of Ouray is one
of North America’s most treacher-

ous passes. Cut into the mountain,
slick with patches of ice, and with
no guardrail to be found, we tentatively began our climb.
With eyes closed and my life
surrendered to the driving of my
roommate Zac Rosen, I could feel
my insides shifting from side to side
with the turns. Soon I felt the wheels
straighten. A hand came and touched
me on the shoulder, and I opened
my eyes as we glided down the main
and nearly only street of Silverton. I
rolled down the window and stuck
my face outside to wake up. The
cold, dry air bit into my extremities
and the smell of a wood-burning fire
soaked my nose.
We parked outside of the first
bar we could find, hoping to find a
friend of a friend inside. Instead, we
found a young man still in his snow
pants playing a silent game of pool
with an old timer who was still in his
work clothes. The matron of the bar
came out from a back room with her
dog, which came and planted two
wet paws on my shoulders. The bar
owner called the dog and slapped
her hands on her knees, encouraging the dog to jump up and share its
warmth.
“What can I get you guys?” she
asked, smiling. We explained that
we were looking for a friend; she
suggested that we try the other bar
in town and added that if we didn’t
find him there, we should return for
a drink. We thanked her and headed
for the other bar. We had no luck
finding our companion, and being
tired went to find a room at the Prospector Motel.
The next morning, we woke up
early and began our drive to Silverton Ski Area, a single-lift mountain,

four miles outside of town up a dirt with eight of the sixteen skiers who
road. We parked at the base area and were on the mountain that day sitwalked to the ticket office, a small ting by the fire, sharing a smile and
tent with an iron stove. Three young a beer. We drove home that night
women handed us release waivers through a blizzard. The going was
to sign and checked to see if we had slow, but we were in no hurry.
adequate backcountry
gear.
We got the okay,
turned on our beacons,
and hopped on the single lift to the top of the
mountain. The old twoperson lift rocked side
to side in the wind, and
I buried my face in my
parka to shield myself
from the elements. I
was scared. This mountain felt strange. All the
usual comforts seemed
to be missing, and I was
left feeling alone and
naked. This mountain
knew everything that
I was and I felt everything that it was; all the
cards were on the table
and it terrified me.
The rest of the day
we hiked ridges, navigated chutes and trees;
the entire time, the
mountain seemed to be
speaking, saying, “This
is real, this is honest…
now give me the same
in return.”
After runs, we’d hop
in the back of an old
brown and rusted Chevrolet delivery truck and
would again be in contact with other skiers.
Everyone seemed to
be under the same in- A skier finds the spot at Silverton.
fluence. The day ended

Arapahoe Basin:
24 hrs: 1” 3 days: 6”
Lifts Open: 5 of 6
Acres Open: 370
Conditions: Packed Pow
Depth @ summit: 33”
Beaver Creek:
24 hrs: 1” 3 days: 13”
% Open Trails: 20%
Conditions: Packed Pow
Depth @ mid: 85”
Breckenridge:
24 hrs: 1” 7 days: 5”
Lifts Open: 24
Acres Open: 1840
Conditions: Packed Pow
Depth @ summit: 44”
Copper Mtn:
24 hrs: 1” 3 days: 9”
Lifts Open: 17
Acres Open: 1304
Conditions: Packed Pow
Depth @ upper: 44”
Keystone:
24 hrs: 2” 48 hrs: 4”
Lifts Open: 13
Acres Open: 2730
Conditions: Packed Pow
Depth @ mid: 32”
Winter Park:
24 hrs: .5” 3 days: 3”
Lifts Open: 15
Acres Open: 852
Depth @ mid: 31”
Park and Pipe: 2
As of 12-14

Courtesy of silvertonmountain.com
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eace, activism, and mindful
sex. These are interests and
activities shared by many of us
at CC. On December 22, join
people across the globe united
to end violence and war through
a monumental surge of cosmic
energy: orgasmic energy. The
catch? Before and during your
orgasm, you must direct your

when our global consciousness
tunes into the same idea or
event, these numbers become
less random. While this may
sound somewhat irrational, the
researchers continue to explore
this concept and will hopefully
help us to better understand the
power of consciousness. Who
knows? They may record some

The catch? Before and during
your orgasm, you must direct
your thoughts toward peace.
thoughts toward peace.
Organizing this event are
Bay Area activists Donna
Sheehan and Paul Reffel.
You may recall the antiwar
protesters who formed the
word “peace” with their naked
bodies in opposition to the Iraq
War. This too was organized by
Sheehan and Reffel, who cofounded the organization Baring
Witness. Their nonviolent
approach to activism places a
distinct emphasis on the power
of the human body to generate
change and spread information.
Many individuals have taken
part in events sponsored by the
couple, and the Global Orgasm
will allow thousands more to
participate.
Princeton University directs
the Global Consciousness
Project, which monitors and
runs a system of “Random
Event Generators.” These
generators record changes
in matter and energy during
events like a tsunami, an
earthquake, or a terrorist
attack that are observed and
monitored globally. The project
was designed by researchers
interested in measuring energy
produced by “interconnected
consciousness.”
According to the
researchers, when mass
numbers of people pay attention
to the same thing or event, their
instruments record variations
in physical “randomness.”
Normally, the devices record
a continuous sequence of
unpredictable numbers. But

randomness due to the Global
Orgasm!
The Global Orgasm is open
to everyone. And, according to
the website, feel free to orgasm
anywhere you like—privately
or publicly! Sheehan and Reffel
emphasize that it is especially
important for people in
countries with weapons of mass
destruction to join in. You can
participate at any time of the
day and as often as you please.
The only criterion is that you
do it on December 22, Solstice
Day. And by the way, you can
partake in this event with or
without a partner.
Assuming that there is
some validity to the Global
Consciousness Project, Sheehan
and Reffel have come up with
a great idea. An orgasm can
release tremendous amounts of
energy—energy that typically
relates to pleasure, not violence.
On top of that, everyone
involved will direct their
consciousness to thoughts about
peace, helping to increase the
nonviolent vibes. Imagine how
much positive energy could be
released into the universe.
Whether you support war
or not, peace is something we
should all commit to. Why not
become an activist for a day
and join the world in orgasmic
unity?
If you would like more
information, please visit http://
globalorgasm.org/ or http://
www.baringwitness.org/

differently than the drunks and junkies
on South Nevada if we’re acting the
same way. Pleas in the nature of “I
was glad to see that the Ministry
hired a prostitute and she stole all my
of Pro-Alcohol Abuse propaganda
crack” don’t inspire them and no, they
paid all the necessary lip service to
don’t care that your dad is a lawyer.
the “astonishing” indifference of the
The lack of sympathy on the part
police following the November 18
of the police can also be attributed to
“injustice” at 1125 N. Nevada. The
the fact that on most nights, the police
Last issue’s cover story affirms for
are extremely unwelcome guests at CC
me the widespread inability of the CC parties. Don’t think they’ll forget this
community to think critically about
when you suddenly need their help.
the real-life consequences of substance Biased treatment by the police may be
abuse. I think I can shed some light
unethical, but that’s the way it works in
on why the Colorado Springs Police
real life.
Department’s reaction to this incident
The article also blithely asserted
was anything but “astonishing.”
that 1125 has had its share of highs and
This may come as news to you,
lows this year, and that the highs had
but the people who are out and
been “sublime.” Overheard on campus:
about at 4 a.m. on Sunday aren’t
“When it comes to the weekends, CC
selling Girl Scout cookies. Ladies,
kids love blow!” Well said, sir; see
if you want to be victims of sexual
you in rehab.
assault, you can greatly increase your
I can tell you unequivocally that the
chances by staggering around after
so-called “sublime highs” are nothing
midnight extremely drunk. Likewise,
but a vicious downward spiral, and
gentlemen, if you’d like to die in a car some of you will certainly learn this
crash or get your ass beat in a fight,
through pain. Getting your ass kicked,
you should do the same. Normal
robbed, sexually assaulted, and the like
social drinkers aren’t still partying at
are just business as usual for addicts
4 a.m.
and alcoholics. Sorry, but that’s the
1125 is routinely host to some of
way it is. And here’s the real kicker—
CC’s most obnoxious binge drinking
you don’t have to be an alcoholic to
and drug use. The police know this,
suffer these consequences. One bad
and so does any bunch of thugs who
night can do the trick. Life is not a
has driven by 1125 on any given
consequence-free laboratory for you to
weekend night. They would certainly
run amok in.
know that 1125 N. Nevada is easy
Frankly, the sort of behavior
pickings for a wee-hours burglary,
common at 1125 should be
sure to yield a good haul of expensive embarrassing to any dignified member
goods, cash, and maybe drugs. And
of the CC student body. Animal House
let’s face it: CC kids generally are a
doesn’t provide a good model for
bunch of Sallies from the suburbs, easy life. The degree of privilege that we
to roll even if they were sober. How
are afforded by the chance to attend
many readers have ever been in a fight? this college is unlike anything that
Why didn’t the police pay this
most people will ever experience. To
incident more heed? I’m guessing
spend the years here in the pursuit of
nobody was in much shape to identify pure self-indulgence and debauchery
the perpetrators, for one. Did anybody reflects poorly on us all.
get a license plate number? Was
There was once a culture among
anybody coherent enough to even talk the privileged in America of noblesse
to the cops? I’m sure the police have
oblige, meaning “nobility obliges.”
taken note of the mayhem that occurs
Under this standard, people in
so regularly at 1125, and I’m equally
positions of privilege had a sense of
sure they were unsurprised by this
obligation toward society to provide
robbery.
good examples of behavior. I submit
Last week’s cover story said
to you that we would all do well to
residents had been beaten “badly,”
meditate on how we might honor this
but apparently not badly enough to
tradition. I detected in last week’s
mention any actual injuries or hospital article a distinct tone that I would
visits. It sounds to me as though the
characterize as, “Hey, we deserve
cops saw that nobody was badly hurt,
better than this from the cops!” To this
and, possessed of a mysteriously dry
I would respond as follows: Prove it,
sympathy well, let the residents of
and in the course of proving it you’ll
1125 learn a hard lesson.
probably find that these things never
Don’t forget: cops are workinghappen to you.
class guys and they’re definitely
not going to treat CC students any

I

scott robinson
Guest Writer

A Thank-You Letter from the Solar Sustainability Service Trip Members
solar energy, system installation, important concepts of the
systems, safety, and maintenance. The students will work
through a translator to communicate with the people of the
olorado College students know the importance of
village, but these classroom sessions are key to insuring that
developing sustainable practices both here on campus
the villagers understand how to keep their systems intact for
and around the world. This focus on sustainability is what led the years to come, and to insure that the community develops
10 Colorado College students, Ellie and Bruce Coriell, and
a sense of ownership of and responsibility for the systems.
Timothy Ambruso (’05) to spend the fall semester preparing
Because this aspect of the trip is so vital, the group spent
for the second annual Solar Sustainability Service Trip and
several weekends this semester in all-day training sessions
Cultural Exchange, which will take place in the small town of with CC alumnus Seth Kassels, who currently works in
Domi over half block this January.
developing solar projects worldwide. During this time,
When asked why she was first motivated to take part
they learned the basic theory behind solar sustainability, the
in this trip, Senior Maria Barsallo explained that she was
technological aspects of the systems, and the ethics behind
intrigued to be able to “learn about solar energy, which was
this type of international service work.
something I have not been able to explore in my classes here.
During the second half of their stay in Domi, the students
I also wanted to get the chance to travel to India and learn
will work with the community to install personal solar
about that culture.” Here, Barsallo encapsulates the two goals systems in each home in the village. The systems are basic,
of the trip: sustainability and cultural exchange.
but they will drastically change community life. Not only
The students will arrive in Domi after more than 60 hours will the lights decrease dependence on non-sustainable fuels,
of traveling and will immediately begin several days of
but they will reduce the detrimental heath effects that result
classroom sessions to teach the people of the village about
from inhaling the debris from fire.

erikA HAmilton
Guest Writer

C

Another important feature of the trip, as Barsallo
described, is cultural exchange and the sharing of knowledge
between the CC students and the community where they will
stay. The students spent a large part of their semester-long
orientation program focusing on cultural differences that
may arise, as well as the best way to interact with the people
of Domi without disrespecting their cultural practices and
imposing on their beliefs.
The group would like to thank the campus community
for its ongoing support and encouragement with regard to
our project. We owe an enormous thanks to Jacqueline
Lundquist, who not only connected us with several friends
interested in development in India but also donated her time,
energy, and Indian wares to our sale at the Arts & Crafts fair,
the proceeds of which benefited our project. We’d also like
to thank, among others, Rashna Singh, Carol Emmer, Dean
Edmonds, Gary Reynolds, the Women’s Studies Department,
and the Asian Studies Department for their generosity and
support. Please look for events in the spring detailing this
year’s projects and those to come in the future.
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Barack Obama and the 2008 Presidency
A Survey of the Democratic and Republican Prospects in the 2008 Presidential Elections
Mark NeuMaN-Lee
Guest Writer

T

he 2006 midterm elections, like all elections, were
simply fantastic. The gamesmanship, the frivolous
debates, the monster mistakes, and the spending of
$1,228,562,647 made an excellent spectator sport. Seriously,
who couldn’t be enthralled by the affair? The biennial
extravaganza of national elections is the championship of
championships.
Unfortunately, the excitement is over, and the coming
lame duck session of Congress is threatening to lull the once
captive audience to sleep. This session might pass a few
bills people care about, but probably not. The inner
workings of Capitol Hill might be important, but they
are dull as hell.
But don’t worry—what promises to be the most
expensive and anticipated election in the history of
the country is upon us! The 2008 Presidential Elections are
only 690 days away! Though this might seem like a long time
from now, it’s getting late for most presidential aspirations.
Knowing the importance of the elections, let’s get on to
the main event.
Ever since Kerry’s close defeat in 2004, all eyes have been
on Hillary Clinton. She’s got name recognition, a massive
war chest of money, and seemingly unlimited fundraising
potential with Bill on her side. Top Washington political
consultants are indebted to the Clintons and are lining up
behind Hillary. She has consistently been atop all of the early
Democratic primary polls.
However, most Democrats fear she will be completely
unelectable in the general election. Regardless of the fact that
she is one of the most moderate Democrats in the Senate,

declared that he was considering a run, and since then has
unleashed what has been called the greatest media blitz in
political history. The press loves him, and the viewers eat him
up. He is the media’s inspiring poster child for the American
Dream. Even Fox News can hardly run a negative story on
him.
He excites the Democratic Party like no other, with the
exception maybe of Bill. He will be able to fundraise neck
and neck with Hillary. Obama is the true Anti-Hillary. The
rest of the field might as well give up now.
Obama’s electability in the general election has been
questioned, too. Of course, he is black, which unfortunately
matters more than most people would like to admit. Also, his
name rhymes with Osama and his middle name is Hussein.

The rest of the field might as well give up now.
Most importantly, he has the experience of a political
toddler. He’s only held elected office for ten years, eight of
which were in the Illinois Senate. That is hardly considered
presidential experience. He has been in the U.S. Senate for
two years as the 99th ranking member in seniority, beating
only our Senator and Alumnus Ken Salazar.
Overcoming Obama’s inexperience is his brilliant
speaking and remarkable charisma. He can reach out to
the common Joe in ways Hillary could only dream of. A
Republican consultant called him the “walking, talking hope
machine.” People really love him.
John Edwards is considered the third heavyweight along
with Hillary and Obama.
It is safe to say that Edwards has been campaigning for
president for four straight years; he never stopped after losing

As long as Bush is perceived as the leader of the Republican
Party, the Democrats will be looking very good coming into
the presidential election.
people perceive her as a New England liberal and with too
much baggage. Not to mention, conservatives hate her. The
left wing of the party thinks she’s too moderate. She’s
between a rock and a hard place.
The prospective Democratic field is quite large and, for
the time, growing. The large applicant pool will mean that the
primary winner will very possibly win with only around 30
percent in the key states: Iowa, Nevada, New Hampshire, and
South Carolina. This means that with the small plurality of
diehard Hillary-heads, she could win despite the resounding
rebuff from the rest of the party.
This causes all the rest of the men in the field to try
to occupy the Anti-Hillary niche. This would be a pretty
successful strategy if there weren’t over 10 guys vying for
it. All of the candidates are relatively moderate, and have
little to decipher between themselves. Hillary has been the
reluctant shoe-in for the primary for over a year.
That is, until the rock star Barack Obama entered. Two
years ago, he said, “I can unequivocally say I will not be
running for national office in four years.” Well, that was a
lie. He is running. On Meet the Press a few weeks ago, he

John Kerry is making another run, which shows that he is
completely egotistical, not to mention insane. Everybody
hates you, John. Tom Vilsack has the worst name in politics
and only has a shot because he’s the outgoing governor of
Iowa. He was the first to declare because he realized that
he will get no press in a few months. There are also four
senators not worthy of mention.
All bets are off if Al Gore enters the race. He has made no
action pointing to a run, but with a name like Al Gore, he can
wait a while before throwing his hat in the ring. Gore would
truly be the 800-pound gorilla in the race.
If the Democrats seem to be in a position to reluctantly
nominate Hillary, the Republicans are even more reluctant
to nominate John McCain. He is the frontrunner for the

with Kerry. Edwards also has very little experience, and
campaigns on charisma and his Populist “Two Americas”
message. However, Edwards is old news. He didn’t win
the south in 2004, which is why people had hope in him. If
you’re going to vote for an inexperienced, charismatic guy,
you’ll vote Obama.
The middleweights consist of Wesley Clark and Bill
Richardson. Clark is a former general and everyone respects
him. He would fare very well in a general election, perhaps
the best out of all contenders. He crashed and burned in 2004
after deciding not to campaign in the all important Hawkeye
State, Iowa. He is also old news, and will have trouble
exciting Democrats.
Bill Richardson could be the stealth candidate. The
Western United States has seen a gradual bluing recently,
and states like Colorado, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico,
and Arizona will be very much in play in 2008. Richardson,
the “Western Democrat” serving as New Mexico governor,
would appeal to these states. Winning a few of these states
would swing the election.
At the bottom are the snowball’s-shot-in-hell candidates.

Republican nomination right now, along with America’s
Mayor Rudy Giuliani. Unfortunately for the right, McCain is
moderate and Giuliani is really moderate. They lead now, but
the party has a deep distaste for moderates.
The conservative heavyweights Rick Santorum and
George Allen both lost their Senate reelection campaigns,
which killed their political hopes. That leaves the
conservative niche open to some relative unknowns. The
biggest among them is outgoing Massachusetts governor
Mitt Romney. Mitt has major problems, though. He has
made some extremely contradictory statements on gay rights
depending on who he is playing to. Also, more importantly,
he is Mormon. Can you imagine the party controlled by
the likes of Dr. Dobson electing a Mormon? Sorry, Mitt,
you should have played it safe like the others and been a
Protestant. I suppose there is still time . . .
The Republicans’ stealth candidate seems to be Mike
Huckabee, governor of Arkansas. He is conservative enough
for the base to be the Anti-McCain. He is relatively unknown,
but with the small field of Republican contenders he will gain
some stature. Of course, there has been much comparison
to the last Arkansas presidential hopeful, Slick Willy. With
the weak field of Republican candidates, Huckabee has an
abnormally decent chance.
Newt Gingrich appears to be exploring a run as well. He is
the former U.S. Speaker of the House, and holds great esteem
in the Republican Party for orchestrating their smashing
midterm election victory in 1994. He should be a has-been,
but with the small field as it is, Newt could surprise some
folks.
The Democrats are in a very good position to hold all of
the states Kerry took in 2004 (meaning Kerry lost almost
every true battleground state). As long as Bush is perceived
as the leader of the Republican Party, the Democrats will
be looking very good coming into the presidential election.
There are many battleground states which Bush carried—
including Ohio, Colorado, and Iowa—that took a turn to the
left in 2006 and look ripe for the Democrats to take.
Armed with this knowledge, I’m going to go ahead and
make the much too early prediction that Barack Obama will
win the presidency in 2008. The first black president—it’s
about time.

Democratic Leadership Squabbles Hardly Significant
Scott Petiya
Staff Writer

Majority Leader, the position
current Democratic Whip
Steny Hoyer was in line to
take. He was challenged
f you’ve been listening to
the news from Washington by John Murtha of
Pennsylvania, the normally
much over the past weeks
since the election, you might hawkish Democrat who made
news last year by denouncing
think that the Democratic
the war in Iraq and calling
majority in the House is
for a complete withdrawal
already writing its own
of U.S. troops. Hoyer voted
obituary. One Republican
Representative, Ray LaHood, to authorize the war in 2002
and has not supported a quick
said, “I can’t believe they’re
withdrawal, so Murtha was
self-destructing before they
even get started. Everyone on widely viewed as the favorite
antiwar candidate. Speakerour side is giddy.”
designate Nancy Pelosi
What’s the cause of this?
supported Murtha, a longtime
The decisions about which
friend, over Hoyer, who has
Democrats will fill certain
a less warm relationship with
leadership positions hasn’t
Pelosi, as the two were rivals
gone off as quietly as usual.
First came the vote for House in another leadership election
several years ago.

I

Questions were raised
about the wisdom of
choosing Murtha, more
because of his ethical
background than his position
on Iraq. He was investigated
in 1980 in a bribery scandal
which led to the indictment
of several members of
Congress, Murtha being the
only one not charged. Even
though nothing was proven
against him, the affair led to
Murtha being portrayed as
incompatible with Pelosi’s
election night promise
to “run the most ethical
Congress in history.” Hoyer
ended up winning the job by
a comfortable margin.
Pelosi was quickly
ridiculed in the media for
her support of Murtha, with

Newsweek saying she had
fumbled her first play and
the network news probing
the implications about her
judgment and leadership.
They got more to feed

exposed, did not challenge
it substantially, and also
voted to renew the Patriot
Act. The next senior member
on the committee is Alcee
Hastings, who also has some

Voters will judge the Democratic
Congress on what legislation
they get passed.
on when Pelosi moved to
appoint the new chairman
of the House Intelligence
Committee. The current
ranking Democrat, Jane
Harman, was passed over
because she has admitted
being briefed about the
National Security Agency’s
warrantless wiretapping
program before it was

ethics charges in his past.
Eventually, Pelosi appointed
the third-ranking Democrat,
Silvestre Reyes.
The leadership
controversies gave
demoralized Republicans
and the media something to
crow about—do the people
who allege liberal bias in
the media pay attention

to this?—but they will
not be significant, or even
memorable, to voters. Voters
will judge the Democratic
Congress on what legislation
they get passed. Pelosi has
drawn up several initiatives
she vows to pass in the House
during the first 100 hours
in session. They include
raising the minimum wage,
eliminating subsidies to oil
companies, funding stem cell
research, and implementing
the recommendations of the
9/11 commission.
People who want to judge
should wait and see if that
gets done, not make a big
to-do about what’s happening
now.
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Spectacles Knocked to
the Floor: Gaining a New
Focus on the “Truth”
To Whom It May Concern:
We are writing in response to the article
entitled “The Truth about Malcom’s Allegations of Institutionalized Racism.”
Before addressing Marquis Malcom
and the legitimacy of his discrimination
complaints, an objection must first be made
against the author’s decision to remain
anonymous. Their allegations, accusations,
and assertions regarding the now infamous
Marquis Malcom and Kyle Bauser encounter
were laced with an excessive measure of
questionable merit and suspect credibility.
While much of their article was founded on
fact, there were numerous references made
—under the guise of “truth”—which could
only be qualified as “hearsay.” When these
claims were placed in an article claiming the
“truth” with a paragraph beginning, “The
undisputed facts of the Malcom case are as
follows . . . ” some accountability for their
questionable nature must be taken.
If these claims were the truth, then the
author should have no problem standing
up for what he or she believes in. However,
rather than take responsibility for their heretical statements, the author instead chose
to take refuge in the oh-so-comforting arms
of ambiguity—signing their article “Anonymous.” Let it be known: Anonymity does
not give one the right to slander another’s
character with claims of suspect content and
questionable constitution.
Now, in response to the claims themselves:
First and foremost, Malcom’s claims concerning the unequal punishment stemming
from racism were blown completely out of
proportion. Additionally, his quotes in the
Independent were used out of context. While
the poster hanging in Worner may have been
written as a cry against racial discrimination,
Malcom believes that race itself played but
a small role in its inception. It is clear, however, that some degree of discrimination was
latent throughout the disciplinary process.
While the author of the aforementioned
article may have accurately refuted the claim
of institutional racism, many of their further
points missed the mark. In fact, we will go
as far as to say that this author was inherently biased and ignorant of the facts. In speaking of the unequal punishments received
by the two students involved, the author referred to the American judicial system, stating that “punishments are often predicated
more on motives than action.” This might be
the case; however, Malcom’s actions were
not premeditated. This was confirmed by our
own judicial system, the Student Conduct
Committee. This committee was employed
to determine which student’s story was the
most credible. Malcom claimed that he assaulted Bauser in response to Bauser’s consequent assault on a third party, who happened to be a close friend of Malcom’s. On
the other hand, Bauser claimed that he did
not hit the third party and was punched as
a result of a situation involving the lease of
928 Weber. After an extensive series of interviews with students and faculty involved, the
Student Conduct Committee concluded that
Bauser—not Malcom—was lying. Therefore, the author’s claim that “no one has
confirmed Bauser throwing the first punch,”
was, in fact, confirmed by the Student Conduct Committee.
Furthermore, we do not refute the fact
that the e-mail referenced by the aforementioned author did exist. But this does
not predicate premeditation. The e-mail’s
intended audience was to be a closed circuit—namely, the football team. Incidentally, Bauser and several of his roommates,
unknowingly to Malcom, were on the e-mail
list which he replied to. Thus, Malcom’s
e-mail was not written directly to Bauser, as

the author falsely implies, but rather to the
football team. While its contents were said
in anger, who among us can claim to be free
of this emotion? Often anger elicits communication to quell its robust fervor—and
this was precisely what Malcom was doing.
Moreover, at the time of the incident, Malcom could never have associated a name to
the face of Kyle Bauser. It was mere coincidence that the student who instigated the
fight was also one of the students involved
in the lease of 928 Weber. The Student Conduct Committee validated these facts.
The Student Conduct Committee issued
both students equal punishments—despite
their conclusion that Bauser was lying—
because both students committed an act of
violence. However, these sentences were
then overruled by the administration that,
in turn, issued Malcom a full semester
suspension and exonerated Bauser entirely.
We now offer another stance which our
American judicial system takes: that secondtime offenders are often punished more
harshly than first-time offenders. So why
is it that Malcom, a first-time offender,
received a harsher punishment than Bauser,
who has previously been suspended for acts
of violence?
The administration’s blatant dismissal
of the conduct committee’s findings
demonstrates clear evidence that at least
some amount of discrimination was
involved in the case. It is our opinion that
this possibility strongly exists; however,
we are unsure of the exact reasons for
this bias. Perhaps past disciplinary
confrontations between the administration
and members of the football team motivated
the administration to treat Malcom so
harshly. Perhaps it is more difficult for an
administration to suspend a paying student
versus one who receives financial aid.
Although race is probably not the issue,
Malcom’s socioeconomic background,
which is vastly different than most students
at this college, may have caused the
administration to treat him differently.
Marquis Malcom is certainly a
unique member of the Colorado College
community, but not because of his skin
color. His dedication to compete in
an NCAA Division III sport without
scholarship, future as a professional, media
recognition, or—in all honestly—too many
fans takes strongly qualified character.
Furthermore, having the will to attend a
college where he is often out of place and
misunderstood takes more courage than
most are willing to muster. These traits
should be rewarded, not punished. With this
in mind, much of the administration must
also be called into question. Whether they
are facilitated by ulterior motives or simply
apathetic toward the plight of their fellow
Colorado College Tiger, this incident should
not merely be filed to the bottom of their
proverbial “agendas.” This incident matters
and should be considered further.
In the same way that we question the
character of the anonymous author to
which we are responding, we are also left
questioning our administration—who, for all
their claims to fame, cannot take the courage
to conquer their own biases and do the right
thing. Similarly, our final hope is that these
two factions to which we speak are not the
same . . .
Yours anonymously,
Ross Alisiani, Joby Rittenhouse, Adam
Grush, Cody Robertson, Vernon Smith, and
Jeremy Lachmann
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Letter from the
Opinions Editor:

Dear Reader,
As the Opinions Editor, it is my responsibility to ensure that the articles I publish present
fair and ethical approaches to the subject being written about. In the December 6 issue of
The Catalyst, I made a serious mistake by including the word “Truth” in the title of the
article “The Truth about Malcom’s Allegations of Institutional Racism.” I apologize to
Marquis and all of you who I understandably angered by doing this. In addition, I would
like to respond to other issues involving the authenticity of the article and why I allowed
the author to write anonymously.
The author of the article sent me a detailed e-mail explaining why he wished to remain anonymous. I was not and am still not under the impression that he was out to slander Malcom, and I respected the reasons why he wished to remain anonymous. He believed that he had come across an important piece of new evidence involving the incident
that could enlighten the campus’s current understanding of the altercation. In addition,
I told the author that in order for me to publish his article he would have to send me the
e-mail that was at the center of his argument. He supplied me with the e-mail, and after I
checked the accuracy with which he referenced the e-mail, I saw no problem in publishing his article. I realize now that I should have had the author directly quote the e-mail or
a small disclaimer should have appeared at the beginning or end of the article explaining
the situation. I regret and apologize for my decision not to include a disclaimer.
Although there were clear editorial mistakes on my part, the article has provoked
what I believe to be a needed extended dialogue about the incident. I encourage anyone
interested in the incident involving Marquis Malcom and Kyle Bauser to read in this
issue the letter to the editor and the article titled “Spectacles Knocked to the Floor: Gaining a New Focus on the “Truth.”” I believe that these two articles provide a well-rounded
and in some cases new perspectrive on the issue. I hope that this issue will continue to
be investigated by students on campus, and that a consensus will be reached about any
injustices experienced by those involved with the incident.
Sincerely,
Mat Elmore
Opinions Editor

Letter to the Editor:
To The Catalyst:
I am extraordinarily dismayed by the publication of the anonymous letter titled “The
Truth About Malcom’s Allegations of Institutionalized Racism.” To publish an article
under a headline that implies fair and accurate reporting—”the truth”—without the
writer’s name, which is of even greater importance in an opinion piece than straight news,
nobody takes accountability for the information presented. Then the writer acknowledges
by the end of the piece that all of the claims “are based on hearsay.” Why then title the
piece as if it presents the truth?
The information regarding the emails and prior threats has not been exposed in any
other media coverage of the incident and subsequent actions taken, and the writer’s
unwillingness to present his/her name or sources demonstrates flawed, unethical
reporting. If there was any fear for personal safety, accurate research and good
journalism should have protected the writer, not anonymity.
As the reporter who investigated and wrote on Malcom’s case for the Cipher and
devoted countless hours to interviews and research, and produced a piece that I was
ultimately willing to put my name on, I can see that the writer missed several major
points. In Malcom’s account, there was indeed a lengthy discussion of how the fight
transpired, and witnesses were present at the hearing to discuss the matter. A simple
conversation with Malcom would clear up the fact that this was not a premeditated violent
act on his part. The primary allegations of discrimination are not against Dean Edmonds
as an individual, but the failure of the process in this case, and the administration at large.
Allowing anonymity to cover for poor reporting and misleading headlines is
inappropriate and unethical, and I hope that future Catalyst opinion writers are willing to
present accurate information with a byline.
Sara Rubin

Letter from the
News Editor:
Dear Reader,
In the article entitled “VAT initiates debate about TWIG’s sense of humor” from the
December 1, 2006 issue of The Catalyst, Dr. Heather Horton, Sexual Assault Response
Coordinator and Psychologist for Colorado College, was quoted out of context. The
comments printed were made at different times during the interview and should not
have been placed in a linear sequence. The location of the quote implied that the
majority of us, herself included, might chuckle at jokes about sexual assault. Dr. Horton
was not referring to jokes about sexual assault, but controversial jokes in general. The
Catalyst staff apologizes for the mistake. Dr. Horton is available for further questions.
Sincerely,
Tyler Adam
News Editor
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Horoscopes
By Madames X, Y, and Z

SAGITTARIUS

TAURUS

I know I’ll soon go mad in my solitude.
Words ringing true lately, Sag? Well, I
wish I could say you’ll meet someone
special next Tuesday, but I’m not that
kind of astrologer. What I can tell you,
or rather ask you, is: What is it that is
making you feel so alone? What is the
meaningful nature of this solitude?
Contemplate this.

Why does it seem we are always
subscribing to things we never really
asked for? Did you know Americans
spent $1.2 billion on ring tones last
year? What’s up with that? Taurus,
you may be the last few grounded
in this world. We need your stable,
honest kind in this ever incendiary,
increasingly claustrophobic existence.
Your patience may prove to be a most
valuable virtue.

November 22-December 22 April 21-May 20

CAPRICORN

December 22-January 20

I was contemplating the recent
assassination of a former KGB
member in Russia when it struck
me: If government-sponsored terror
could be responsible for this, then
what is the meaning of the ‘end’ of
communism? How does this pertain
to you, Capricorn? Consider this: If we
can say something is over yet it is not
truly rid of, what is it? That is, maybe
you think a particular part of your life
is over, just as I, an ill-informed college
student, believed that communism was
over. You had better revisit that which
you have called ‘over’ or you may never
be rid of it.

AQUARIUS

January 20-February 18

The forward thinking of your nature
is a prize to be coveted, Aquarius;
you have the world in the palm of
your hand. A little bird once told me,
if you’re at the bottom of the barrel,
well then you just go ahead and find
yourself a new one, brimming with the
sap of the earth.

GEMINI

May 21-June 21

Carl Jung created a concept he referred
as the shadow. It’s the whack stuff
that nobody wants to admit she or
he thinks about. All those bizarre-o
thoughts; you think you know, but
you have no idea. Everybody is weird,
dontcha know? You’re pretty weird
too, Gemini, in the best way . . . in
fact, everything wrong about you, I
like. Instead of trying to hide your
absurdities over this vacation, take a
good look at your shadow. Look ‘em
right in the eyes, maybe even play
tag with it. Whatever your little heart
desires.

CANCER

June 22-July 21

A congregation of evangelicals would
not want the same behavior from you
as a circus troupe. A circus troupe
would not have the same expectations
as your grandmother, and your
grandmother would not have the same
wishes as your lovers. Keep this in
mind before you take criticism from
another too much to heart.

LEO
PISCES

February 19-March 20

Pisces, this coming winter solstice may
prove to be taxing for a sensitive sucker
like yourself. I am able to empathize
with this, therefore I will offer you one
valuable piece of advice for the coming
months: You either have to start kickin’
ass, or you gotta start takin’ names.
If your lack of external guidance is
starting to paralyze you, be your own
North Star. Take it out and chop it up!

July 22-August 22

To catch the fish, think like the fish.

VIRGO

August 23-September 22

You know the tri-flavored popcorn tins
that are everywhere throughout the
holiday season? You know how no one
eats caramel flavor anyway? It’s like
that.

LIBRA

September 23-October 22

ARIES

April 20-March 21

You’re sure to be facing new scenarios
in the coming weeks, Aries. You may
say to yourself, what exactly is going
on here? If it feels like you’re in a game
of Chutes and Ladders, up and down
we go, it is only a temporary chain of
events. Your persistence will come
in handy as you realize what’s top is
not always too far above and what’s
beneath need not be buried.

Singing will come in handy; should you
choose to implement it. Serenading
even more so.

SCORPIO

October 23-November 21

What is an onomatopoeia? I believe
it is a word that sounds like the
action that it represents. For example,
gargle—am I right? Live your life in
onomatopoeia, Scorpio. Your life
should sound like the thunderous
hullabaloo that it is.
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Letter from CCCA
Dear Student Body,
We hope this semester has gone well so
far. The past three blocks have been busy
for CCCA with different projects and
discussions. We wanted to touch base and
let you know about some of the things we
have been working on, our future endeavors,
and general thoughts about our current
campus climate.
Current Projects:
Town MeetingsThis year, we initiated town meetings in
order to be more accessible to the student
body. Although all CCCA full council
meetings are open to the student body,
the meeting is held with the purpose of
conducting business. The town meetings
serve the specific purpose of an open forum
for students to voice concerns and ideas.
CCCA Student Concerns SurveyThank you to the 300 plus students that
filled out the CCCA student concerns
survey. Your input, ideas, and concerns are
important to us, and give us valuable insight
into how we can best serve you and how to
solve and facilitate your concerns and assure
a palpable difference to those things you
would like to see changed. We will strive to
effectively address these thoughts and do our
best to make them happen. Please continue
to let us know your needs, and watch for
CCCA action to come out of the survey.

CCBooktrader.comThe CCCA has listened to student concerns
about the bookstore, and have responded by
creating ccbooktrader.com, which is similar
to the popular craigslist. This website has
many more tools than just providing a place
for buyers and sellers of books to meet—
it also allows for students to sell hockey
tickets, couches, and advertise apartment
openings, among many other functions.
Debit CardSince Block 1, we have been working
on creating a CC debit card that could be
accessed through your gold card. After
many meetings with administrators and bank
representatives, as well as researching other
college debit card systems, we are hopeful
that this project will come to fruition next
semester.
Open Forum on Standards and ProceduresThis forum will take place next semester
when the school will be conducting an
internal review on different processes.
CCCA and other student leaders would
like to host a forum better explaining the
intricacy of the processes of committees
such as Student Conduct Committee,
Honor Council, and the Anti-Grievance
Discrimination Panel. In order for CCCA
to articulate the student body’s opinions of
how these processes could be improved,
it is important to assure that students are
informed about these procedures and have a
way to give accurate feedback.

Progress ReportThis blockly process has been implemented
this year to foster communication between
the CCCA and the many student groups on
campus. It allows us to better understand
the exciting plans of each group every block
and to monitor the financial spending for the
future.

Student Programming WorkshopIn fifth block, CCCA will be hosting a
programming workshop for all students who
are interested in planning campus events.
There are students who are experienced with
the forms procedures and are acquainted
with resources on campus to make events
and programming a possibility. We would
like to make sure that all students interested
Promoting Environmental Sustainabilityhave this opportunity and are well-informed
CCCA sustainability mugs have been a huge about how they can make their ideas become
success. We sold all of our 150 mugs in the a reality.
first week, but don’t worry—many more are
on the way! If you haven’t heard, there are Improvements to Safe Ridemajor savings both on and off campus that CC Safe Ride has continued to be widely
help to save CC student wallets as well as used, but we are actively trying to improve
the environment.
it. Second semester, we hope expand the
services so that rides to the downtown area
Projects in the Works:
can be provided on weekends.
Integrity ForumThis semester, campus climate issues have
become a big concern to CCCA. In the light
of facilitating and contributing to many of
these discussions, we have met with several
student groups and many administrators. In
order to better understand our community
and address areas that we feel could be
improved, it is important for all students
to be a part of the conversations. With
this in mind, CCCA, with the help of the
administration and campus leaders, is
planning to have an integrity forum gauging
how we see ourselves as a community and
how we can enact the changes working
together.
Student SpaceOne of the main CCCA goals for the year
has been a student space. CCCA is proud
to announce that we now have a probable
student area lined up for your use! We are
really excited to use this space for student
programming and relaxation. We hope this
recreation center will get a lot of use by the
campus. We will let you know more as we
develop the space further, but it is becoming
a reality!

Residential LifeCCCA has been working hard to offer
suggestions to Residential Life about policy
reform for next year. The issues that are
being researched and commented upon to
ResLife are: card access, revisions to the
lottery system, substance-free housing,
and Bemis going co-ed.
These are only a few highlights of the many
things we hope you all look forward to.
In closing, we would like to speak briefly
about our overarching goals and thoughts
for the remainder of the year. Over the
past semester, there have been a variety of
campus discussions and concerns regarding
the state of our campus climate. In working
together to address these concerns and
enact change, it is crucial for the student
body’s concerns to be articulated and
communicated to the administration.
Forming a partnership of trust and honesty,
we must begin these important and frank
discussions to accomplish significant goals.
Keeping this in mind, please know that we
are here to serve you and welcome your
thoughts, concerns, ideas and opinions. We
look forward to another semester working to
improve our community’s experience in an
innovative and energized manner.

Discount CardWe have added many new businesses this
year to the card, which will be in your Worner Happy Holidays!
Box at the beginning of second semester.
Please continue to use this card to get great Sincerely,
discounts at many local businesses!
The CCCA
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CC Defeats DU
Tigers ranked 3rd in WCHA standings
Article by ALEX EMMONS
Photos by BEN BERGER and JACKSON SOLWAY
Tiger fans packed the house at the World Arena on
December 1, 2006 in rallying support of what became
a weekend sweep versus the University of Denver
Pioneers. The Tigers improved to 10–5–1, advanced
to the number three spot in the WCHA, and climbed
to the ninth position in the USA Today’s National
Rankings.
On Friday night, the Tigers treated their fans to a
sound 5–1 victory. CC commanded the flow of play and
worked hard to control the puck all game. Freshman
Mike Testwuide tallied two goals and earned first star
of the game acclamations for his performance versus
his Pioneer older brother, J.P. “I gave him a little
smile in the third period, but he didn’t smile back. It’s
awesome,” Testwuide said after the game.
Junior Scott McCulloch, senior Lee Sweatt, and
sophomore Chad Rau also contributed to the mauling
of the lackluster Pioneers. On defense, sophomore
Cody Lampl made arguably the biggest hit yet for the
Tigers this season, and senior Matt Zaba stonewalled
27 shots, including a notable kick save on a breakaway
in the first. Zaba was the second star player of the
game.
“I think we’re just working hard. All four lines are
scoring, and we’ve a nice, balanced attack,” Zaba
commented in reference to the last seven games,
which had preponderantly been wins.
Head coach Scott Owens affirmed Zaba’s attitude.
“It’s going to be a tight conference. Hopefully, we
can keep taking steps. I’m pleased with the way we
have been playing lately.”
President Richard Celeste commented, “I’m proud
of them. I thought they played a terrific game.”
After Friday night’s game, senior Lee Sweatt
modestly reported, “We stressed having a tough
defensive game. We’re playing very maturely. This
win sets a tone for tomorrow night. It’s going to be
a war.”
And a war it was in Denver on December 2. The
teams were tied at two goals apiece late in the
third until sophomore Chad Rau, with three and a
half minutes remaining, beautifully readdressed a
rebound from his own shot to nudge the Tigers ahead
3–2. Needless to say, Pioneer fans were silenced.
The Tigers and the Pioneers will meet for one last
regular-season bout on March 2 and 3, the last game
of which will be at the World Arena here in Colorado
Springs. ESPNU will be televising the game, and fans
should wear gold.

“I’m proud of them.
I thought they played
a terrific game.”
- President Richard Celeste

