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TRANSCRIPT
LEONA PAPOULAS
~
(by Julie Jones-Eddy)
This is Julie Jones-Eddy, in
Craig, Colorado, September 23rd, 1988, interviewing Mrs. Leona
Papoulas for the project, "Women in Northwestern Colorado,
1890 to 1940."

Now, Mrs. Papoulas, since you came to the United States
from Greece when you were eight, would you tell me why you came
here, and who you came with?
My father came to the United States in 1905, and he
stayed here seven years. He came back to Greece, to the village,
and he stayed a year, and he got my mother and myself, and what
was later my father-in-law, and some friends, and we all came
to America. And that was 1913 that we came here.
~

Q.

And when he came first, for those seven years, what did

he do?
A.
He worked on the railroad for most of the years that
he was here.
~

And why did he do that?

Well, we were poor people, and they all came over here
to better themselves, to make a little money.
~

Q.

And they took the money home?

A.

They took the money home, and he brought his family back.

Q.

I see.

A.

When we first carne here, we went to Helper, utah.

When you first carne to America, where did you corne?

Q.
And when you arrived in America, I think you said you
had an experience in Ellis Island?
~
Yes, we carne to Ellis Island, and we carne on an Austrian
boat that had to be the world's dirtiest boat--we were downstairs,
I think with the horses to begin with, and then later my dad paid
a little money that he had to the boss man on the ship, and we moved
to the upper level. Not--not up above--that a little further
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up from the horses, or the animals that was there. And we came
to Ellis Island, and I'll never forget that. Even though I was
eight years old, I remember that clearly. We had a lot of friends
that went towards the state of Washington, and they were like-some of the people go this way, and some of the people go that
way, and they marked you with a crazy chalk, like you were horses
or cows, or something.
Q.

They pu t the mark on your clothing?

Yes! And they'd say, "Seattle," or "Washington," or-and we went the other direction. And a lot of the people that
came over--now we weren't that unfortunate, but a lot of the
people that came from Greece different years, they--all they
had for a direction, they had "Box 568, Helper, Utah," and this
guardian, this nice gentleman that came over 'way before us,
they would go over there, and he would take care of them, and
help them find jobs. Because they couldn't speak the language-my dad probably knew a few words--I can't remember that far
back, but we went there, and they were mostly in the livestock
business, most of the people that came over.
A.

Now this person who was sort of the helper, how did he
become acquainted with Greek people who wanted to come?

Q.

A
Well, I don't know how whoever brought him over here first,
but once he settled in the state of Utah, in Helper, utah, then
he would write and bring over friends that wanted to come over.
~

I see.

A
Yes.
abouts.
Q.

And this was around early 1900?
He came over--I don't know if it was 1903, or there-

Something--

A
He was the first. A very nice gentleman. But everybody
came to the home of John Diamanti and his wife, and he in turn
would help them out.
~

Do you know how to spell that name?

A

Diamanti--D-i-a-m-a-n-t-i.

~

I see.

Okay.
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A.

John and Effamai was her

name.

And everyone came there.

~

So they were all stock people--were they?

A
Yes--it was mostly like they would butcher animals and
sell them to the homes, because we didn't have the stores then,
there weren't very many stores. And later they would sell to
the grocery stores, and people would buy, but mostly it was
homes. They would butcher and bring--sell you a quarter of a
lamb, or half a lamb--whatever.
Q.

And so your father, when he first came, worked as--

He worked some time, I think a short time on the railroad,
and then he got into the sheepherding, yes.

A.

~

So he learned the sheep business by being a sheepherder?

A.

Well, they knew that from the old country.

Q.

They knew that from the old country?

A

Oh, yes, yes.

And when they brought sheep into this country, then there
was that kind of employment?
Q.

A
Oh, yes, there was that kind of employment, and that's
what he did--he didn't know anything else after that. But he
did work on the railroad, and I can't remember if it was the
Pittsburgh--back in the Eastern part. That's where he first
worked. That was the years before I knew him. He left me when
I was seven months old, and when he came I was seven years old.
Q.

Because he had come to the united states to work--

A
Because he was here the seven years, yes.
didn't know him as a father.

And I really

~
Now, we talked about your living part of your year in
Colorado, northwestern colorado. Would you explain--

A.
Yes. We moved to Vernal in the fall of '28, and we stayed
there until spring, and then spring we would migrate to Craig,
on to Hayden, and then close to Oak Creek, there, where we ran
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our animals.

U

Now were these your sheep?

A

Yes.

They belonged to my husband.

Oh, they belonged to your husband.
your father to Vernal-Q.

Now when you came with

A

He was just living with us, but he didn't own anything.

U

He didn't own--

A.

No, John, my husband, was the one that owned the sheep.

U

That owned the sheep?

A.

Yes.

Q.
But when you came when you were eight, and you lived in
Vernal--

A.

No, no.

When we came here, we lived in Helper.

U

I'm sorry--Helper and Price?

A
Yes. We lived there for 17 years, and then came in '28,
over here.
U

And when did you--where did you meet your husband?

A.
Oh, I knew him from--well, I didn J t remember him when I
was a kid, but--in Helper, utah.

U

Uh-huh.

And so he was--

A.

And that I s where I married him.

U

So he was in this Greek community?

A.

Oh, yes.

Q.

And that I s where you met him and married him?
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A

Right--in 1924.

~

And then he was able to establish a sheep--

A.
Well, that's what he was--first, he was to do butchering
for this Mr. Diamanti.
~

I

see.

A
And then he started, he got--most of the buying was after he
came to Colorado. But, see, he had--when we lived in Vernal,
he had sheep, of course, and then we would trail them up this
way.
Could you give me--tell me sort of chronologically--you
start in Vernal at what time of year?

~

A
They would leave there--Iet's see, they would
the last part of March, because they'd started the
in April, and then the lambing began. So we would
now some of the time we lambed here, and then some
farther on up.
~

leave there
shearing started
come here-of the time

I see.

A
So they would stay here say, a month and a half, two months,
and then on up farther.
~

And was it because you had rangeland up in Oak Creek?

A

Yes, yes, uh-huh.

~

And you had rangeland--

A.
We had rangeland here, and we had some at Mount Harris,
and they would lamb there, and then some range up by Oak Creek,
and Hayden, what is that south, that would be south up there
above, you know, where the cemetery is?
~

Yes.

A

On that road.

~

Oh, Sage Creek area near Hayden.

On Sage Creek area.
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Yes.

A.

Now it seems very interesting to a woman who is used to
having her home and all of things around to do all these, you
know, cook, and wash, and do all these things that women have to
do.
Q.

~

But I did 'em.

~

You did them in four different places--

A.
I sure did.
I flagged sheep for him when they were trailing.
I'd be on with the wagon, with a flag, you know, so people wouldn't
run into the animals. And the time we'd leave down at Dinosaur-Artesia, it was called before--from then until we got to Craig.
See, we didn't truck sheep then. Everything was trailing.
And so the men rode horses?

~

The men rode horses, and I pulled the wagon.
I learned
to drive, finally, in 1928. I didn't drive before, when I lived
in Utah--in Price, and Helper. And I would flag animals, I would
pull wagons--

~

Would you drive the--

~

A.
I would can fruit,
four children.

I would do everything.

And raise my

Could you tell me, when you got to Craig, where you would

Q.

live?
Well, we would rent a house for a couple of months, whatever
time we spent here.

A.

~

And then you could just do the same thing in Hayden?

A.
In Hayden, not as much in Hayden. We stayed up there in
Sage Creek area in the summertime. We had a little wagon, and
some tents there, that we stayed.
~

So you didn't have a house?

~

No, not in Hayden.

And then--
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Q.

And you stayed all summer?

Yeah, and then we moved when we went to Oak Creek we had a
house--we had a nice home there, and.
. but we did all the
work with no help, no hired help, kiddo.

A.

Q.

No, no.

A

No, we didn't have the maids in those years!

~

No, I know.

Well, I don't have one now!

A
We didn't have the babysitters for our children, either,
and I did, many a time, I would call these good friends in Hayden,
when my kids were in school there, when I was living in Sage
Creek there in the fall time, and I would call and say, "Could
you please pick up my children?" Because we were shipping,
and I couldn't make it in, it was late when I'd get in, and
my children would have to be farmed out to these friends.
I see.
operation?

Q.

So you really were an important part of the sheep

Yes, quite a bit. And then later years, when my children
were grown and gone, I did the book work for him, such as I-I mean, in my limited way, and Mr. Videon, Mr. Fred Videon,
got me started, he and Jim Moseley, and they taught me a few
things, and I was doing book work for them.

A.

~

Well, great!

A

Even if I only went to the eighth grade.

~
Well, I think you learned a lot up through the eighth
grade, in those years.

A.

Well, with the experience one gets, you know.

Q.
When you 1 i ved in the tent and so on, in Hayden, could
you give--could you tell me what a day was like--perhaps a day
you had to do some washing, or how you did the cooking--

A
Well, the cooking wasn't hard. We had a cookstove--one
of those flat ones--not the fancy top, and it was the best baker,
the best cooker-upper, and it was a lean-to shack that we had
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our kitchen in. And then we had a sheep wagon, and the tent
with a floor.
We had it fixed real nice, and the water was from
here to maybe the corner of the block, and I would go there,
and you know, what you would do, you would heat the water, and
do your washing.
And the same thing when we moved on up to Oak Creek afterwards, when we had the home. We were at the homestead there
two years.
~

So you had a homestead in Oak Creek?

A
Yes. Also, besides the home. And this one was a big-~oh,
I don't know how you can call it--like my front room and dining
room there. And there, I had to wash--I'd have to go down, to
a downhill area where there was a spring, and my husband fixed
a place there, and we had the tubs--put the water in the tubs,
light the fire underneath, and I would do the washing there.
And you not only had to put the clothes in the hot water to
wash, then you had to--how many times did you rinse? Once? Or-~

A
Oh, you had plenty of water to rinse, you know, but it had
to be-~

Had to be hauled?

A

Up the hill to use, yes.

Q.

And so who hauled it for you?

A.

Well, the men when they were around--Leona when they weren't!

~

How many people were you washing clothes for?

Well, our children--four children--and we two, that's six,
and I had my husband's cousin, my uncle--there were eight, nine
of us.

A.

~

My goodness!

Bu t those were the happy years, my dear. When I was living
out there in the flats up there in Sage Creek, we used to play
horseshoes--we had time to play cards, we had--we didn't have

A.
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the responsibilities of today, and you were happy--you had the
time with each other then, and we would all pile in and we would
go to the camps with--John had a Studebaker--it was a van-like
deal, and we would go to the animals--not allover, because we
didn't have the roads then. We had the mules that they would
pack and go. Then we'd go to Hayden, and the highlights of
my children were--come down there and on the corner of the main
street of Hayden, John Pleasant had a service station, and my
Angie, and my oldest one, Jimmy, he would give him a nickel,
and he'd go across the street to the drug store, and they'd
have an ice cream cone. That was the highlight of the week.
They loved that. Now--a five-cent ice cream cone to a child.
But they loved it, and he was such a wonderful man.
But there was so much togetherness in our early years. Not
for me--for everyone, I think.

U

Yeah, because we didn't have the ability to travel--

A
Yes, and we had--the Lord was with us, and we had good
health, and my husband was a good provider, even during the
bad years, the Depression years. We were one of the fortunate
ones. We weren't rich, but he provided.

U

You could continue with your sheep operations?

A
Yes, we did. You don't know the suffering of some of the
stock people went through then.
U

What about--where did you have those children?

A.
I had two of--Angie and Jimmy were born in Price and Helper,
Utah, and the other two were born in Vernal--Mary and Kay were
born in Vernal.
So you had access to medical help if you needed it?
A.

Oh, yes, yes we did.

We had good doctors.

Did you need any help, or was it pretty-A.
Well, I had somebody help me when I had the children, well
when I was in Price, my sister-in-law was there, and she helped
me, but when I came to Vernal, then I had to have some help-hire someone to help me along. And I got along fine--I didn't
have any trouble.
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And we were lucky.
had good health.

We had good health, and my children

What do you remember about--now, I guess it would be, what?
In the 1930's, when you would be, well, the time when you would
be spending-~

A

Back and forth?

~

Back and forth, in Hayden and Oak Creek and so on?

A

Yes, up until 1941.

~
Did you have any of your own medical remedies, or did you
have access to doctors, and you didn't have to worry about that?

A
I didn't have to worry.
I didn't need anybody during the
sumnler when we were up in the hills, you know, we were fortunate,
we didn't have any leg breaks, or-~

Nobody was sick?

A.
No, no. Just one time, they were playing--well, they were
goofing around with a horse, and one of the young guys fell
off and broke his elbow. But other than that, never. We didn't
have anybody--you know, and that's pretty lucky.
~

Oh, it really is.

A
All of those years, and up in the hills.
I always worried
when Mary was little. We lived up on one canyon there, and
this was in a tent, for just about a month, and I was scared
to death, because I was nursing her, and I was afraid that maybe
the--you know, I had heard old wives' tales, that snakes, whenever
there's milk, they come around children, and I was petrified,
and of course, up there, I don't know how a snake could find
us--it was nothing but trees and the sky!

A
But oh, it was pretty_ You know, we had a little creek
that ran down there with the fresh water right there, you know,
it was just lovely, but I was glad to get out of there, because
I was afraid something would happen to Mary. But we didn't
have any mishaps--we were lucky.
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And then in 1941, then we stayed--came to Craig, and one
year we rented the Merle Rogers house down there on Rose street,
and the following year we bought this house, that I now live
in, and have lived in since '42.
~

Oh, gosh.

A

And they'll carry me out of here, I imagine!

~

Probably!

A.
So--then it was permanent, because our children started,
you know, in a bigger grade, and you couldn't go back and forth,
it was too hard on them. We decided this was it.
~
And so your husband then continued to go back and forth
with the sheep?

A

Oh, yes, until the year he died.

~

How long have you been a widow?

A.
'66, 1966.
1960.

He died in 1966.

I lost Mary--I lost Mary in

~

Uh-huh.

A

That was my third-born, and then I lost John in '66.

~

Uh-huh.

A

Yeah.

So that's been quite a while ago.

Could you--the other thing that I'm interested in is-you're the only Greek woman that I've interviewed for this project,
and the Greek population in this area is of importance, because
of the industry and the economy that the sheepmen brought to
this country, and the Greek people almost exclusively did that,
didn't they? Didn't they deal with sheep-~

A
Yes, the most of them, most of the older men that came
here, they were all in sheep business, and then afterwards,
when their children got married, they are in different work,
but all of us were in the sheep business.
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Started out that way?

A.

Uh-huh.

And it's because they learned how to do that in Greece,
do you th ink?

~

A.
I guess that's the cause of it, because it's just like a
lot of them that have corne to the united states have been restaunteurs.
~

Yes, that's right.

A.
It's either that--I guess we like to eat too much! Either
that, or else the sheep people. And now the younger people, of
course, they've expanded into the cattle, but--we had cattle, also,
one year, and made good money. And then the next year we lost
our shirt!
Q.

Oh!

A

So we never went back to the cattle again.

Q.
Yeah. Well, when you--I've heard about some other Greek women
who carne when they were older, in their late teenage years, and
only spoke Greek when they carne to this area, and the language
barrier was difficult for them, so I'm sure they were glad to find
other Greek people here?

A

Oh, yes, yes. They speak the language, but it's broke, you
kno~.
Now this first Mrs. Maneotis that carne here earlier, Irene-that's Tommy's mother--

Q.

And she carne when?

A

She carne in '26.

Q.

'26.

And she died--oh, dear, Tommy's what--54--54 years old, something like that. She died in childbirth.

A.

~

Oh, she did?

A.

Yes, she did.

With Tommy, when she delivered Tommy, she died.
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Q.

And where did she have Tommy?

A

In Oak Creek.

Q.

In Oak Creek, and there was no--

She had a doctor, bu t she had a very bad case of--wha t do we
call this--oh, dear, this infection that the pregnant women get?

A.

Q.

Oh.

A.

You know, the--I cannot think of that name.

Well, I don't know what it is.
I don't know what the name
of it is, and so we'll just not worry about that.

Q.

A.

Anyway.

~

So she died, and then--

A.
Yes, and then Chris Maneotis went to the old country, and
married Mary, his second wife, and she carne over in '34.
~
Now, was that a traditional thing--in other words, the Greek
men who didn't have a wife here were not interested in marrying
women/of another--

A.

Well, no, because, you know, the language barrier, of course.

~

They wanted to have someone they could talk to?

A
That's right. And he went over there and got married, and
brought Mary over. And then they had three children together,
and then he went over to Greece and he was stuck over there during
the war years. And then they carne back again.
U

Did she go with him?

A.

Yes.

Q.

She went with him during the war years?
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~

Oh, yes, yes, and they came back and they didn't have--all
their money was here.
They got stuck over there in the war, and
I tell you, they went through an awful lot of hardship.

~

Oh, I'll bet.

A.
Yeah. And then he died in--ummm, I've drawn a blank on that
year. And Mary was here with her children, and then she passed
away here about ten, eleven years ago.
See--there's Stella's gone,
Mary's gone, Irene's gone, and then we have Mary Halandros, who
is in Meeker.
Q.

Yes, I saw her name in the newspaper, and she's still living.

A.
Yes, she's still living. Now her speaking is kind of bad,
she doesn't do too good on the American. And then there's another
one down there, Mrs. Christus, but she came later.
I see. But the reason that you speak so well is because you
came when you were so young.

Q.

Well, maybe I was a little sharper on this learning the
language.
I never will forget the first year I went to school
there, and I didn't know one word--one word I knew--"No." And
they'd talk to me, and I'd start crying--I didn't know--but I made
my grade.
A.

Q.

Yeah.

A.

I don't know how we learn, but we do.

Q.

Children do.

A.

Yes, they do.

Q.

You mentioned Stella Peroulis?

They pick it up very quickly.

Yes.
She and her husband and family came from Price in the
A.
fall of '34, or the spring of '34 it should be.
Q.
=-='~-

Uh-huh, and they came--

And they came here, and they were up here by Mount Savory,
A.
about 25 miles north here.
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~

North of Craig?

A.
Vh-huh, on a ranch there, and it was back and forth here until
he died, and Stella died here just two years ago.
~

I see.

A.

Yeah, uh-huh.

Q.

And then the last one you had--

And then Georgia Raftopoulus, she came over in 1935. Now
her husband came before, with my menfolks in '26, during those
years. Also, her brother-in-law, Andy Maneotis. Now Andy Maneotis
did not marry a Greek lady, so I didn't put him down.
I put his
name down--I did not put the women.

A.

Q.

Yeah, right.

A.

She was married to Steve Simon when she came over in '34.

Q.

And they lived where?

And they
across on the
motels then?
White and Mr.
and they were
A.

Q.

Hmmmmmm.

Now when Georgia came--

lived--well, they first lived at the cabins there
corner where the Standard Station is--what were those
That's where she lived over there, and Mrs. Ralph
White took them--well, took her under their wing,
real good to Georgia.
Did they--did she ever live in Browns Park?

No. They had ranch holdings there, and they still have ranch
holdings down there.

A.

~

Vh-huh.

But she didn't actually live--

No, no.
She lived here in Craig. And they they stayed in
rented homes until they built this house over here, or--it was
somebody's house on the corner of Yampa and Seventh, and they lived
there until they built their new house up in the south.

A.

She went back to the old country after Steve died a couple
of years later, and married George Raftopou1dS. She was steve
Simon's wife first, to begin with.
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~

And then married George?

A

George Raftopoulos.

~

And was he in Greece?

A.

Yes.

~

And then he carne?

A
Uh-huh. But George was not a sheepherder. Well, they
all knew about sheepherding over there, but he was working in
the customs at the airport. He got his education, and he had
a good job over there, and then he married Georgia and carne
over here, and he's in with the rest of them, in the sheep business.
~

The sheep business? So she actually probably talked him
into corning to the united States?

A.
Oh, well, when she went and married him, that was the idea-he was coming over.
Q.

Oh.

A.

Oh, yes.

Oh, yes, huh? They did want to corne and live here, rather
than stay in Greece?

Q.

A

Well, evidently, or he wouldn't have made it, no.

~

That's right.

A

That's right.

Q.
Now the other thing that I remember, growing up, is your
Greek Orthodox Church. It seems like there weren't very many--

A.
No, we used to hold services whenever we had a priest available, and we'd go down to the I.O.O.F. Hall. We baptized our
children there. Sure, and my grandchildren--some of the grandchildren have been baptized down there.
~

For heaven's sake!
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A.
Yes. And then later, we--in '54, my husband was at the
head of that thing, and we got the church built, and we have
it over there across from the Sunset (Elementary School) .

Well, your weddings and different get-togethers are famous
in town because of all the cooking, and the wonderful food-Greek food that you-Q.

Oh, yes. Now, when Georgia's girl, Connie, got married,
she had her wedding over--the dinner was over here across the
street--what used to be our school, so--

A.

~

So you all cooked for that?

A.

Oh, yes.

Q.

Whenever you have a celebration of some sort?

A.

Yeah, that's for sure.

~

Do you know why--how old were you when you got married?

A.

I was 18.

Everybody pitches in, whenever we have any--

Eighteen? And you had stopped to going to school in the
eighth grade because your mother was ill?

~

My mother was in the hospital. My aunt and I took care
of her for three and a half years, and then I got married. We
put her in the hospital in Salt Lake then, and she was there
until she died.

A.

Oh, my goodness.
Was 18 in your Greek community an average
age for young women to get married?

Q.

A
Oh, yes, yes. You see, in those years--there's another
young lady and I--she had corne from the old country later, and
we--there weren't women available--the Greek women, you know,
because in those years, people married within their nationality.
Not just us--everybody.
Q.

Everybody?

A
Yes. And there weren't very many, and then later years
the Greek men started marrying American girls. And, you know,
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they looked down on the foreigners, let's face it. They did,
so--that's why they held back and didn't marry them.
Q.

Uh-huh.

A.
And a lot of them, then, over the years, when they were
able to make a little money, they would go back and marry a
Greek girl over there, and bring them over. There were several
of them there in Helper, Utah, that I know in my younger years
that went and got married.
Well, it allows you to live with someone who understands
who you are, and your background, and your language, and your
food, and all those things.
Q.

A.

Oh, sure.

a

Did all of these women--were housewives?

A.

Yes.

And took care of the ch ildren and helped with the--did
many help with the stock like you did?
Q.

Oh, yes, Georgia Raftopoulos, Stella did--Mary not so much,
because she came in the later years. Now Irene did, while she
was--before she had her children. She was married quite a few
years before she had Tommy, and she helped along, yes. Most
of them, they ran--and they still do. Our younger generation
does, too.
A.

a
The younger women help with moving the sheep and doing
all those things?
A.

Yeah.

Q.

Lambing and shearing?

~

Well, the cooking, it's mostly the cooking.

Q.

They do the cooking?

And like if they're cutting out lambs, they cook the meal
and take it to them.
So it's the same whenever the men have
some project, big project going, they help them along.

~
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Q.

And they mostly do the cooking?

A.

Oh, yes, yeah, they still do.

When you were moving back and forth like that, and that sort
of thing, were you in clubs or organizations--did you have any--

Q.

A.
I belonged to the American Legion in Vernal, Utah, and then
here in Craig, all those years, and then I joined a home demonstration club.
Q.

Oh.

A.

And that's about it, on clubs, because I was too busy.
And
the home demonstration, I didn't until later years, because I was
just on the go so much--you should ask your father about gassing
up down there, and hauling kerosene and everything out.

Q.

I know.

He had to keep all those camp supplies you needed.

A
Sure, you have to, you have to, because the men were--you
know, and I only had Jimmy to help John after he grew up, so i t
was hard.
~

Yeah.

A.

You bet.

That was a lot of your job.

So in terms of numbers, would you say during the twenties,
thirties, and maybe early forties, there were how many Greek
families in this area?

Q.

A.

Oh, there would be Raftopoulos, Simons i t was then--Maneotises,
Peroulis.
. and Christus wasn't married in those earlier years.
And then Halandros from Meeker.
We didn't have more than about
ten families.
~

Ten families?

A
Ten families.
And then later, our children grew up and they
married, and now we have--
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~

It's bigger?

A

Yes.

~

About ten families to start with in those years?

A
Yeah. At the beginning, there wasn't even that many.
were like three families.

There

~
Because of the moving and going about, I don't suppose
you really had much time to spend much time in those communities
anyway. Because you were Greek and some of your communities
spoke a different language and so on, what--did you find a prejudice--

A

We did in Vernal.

~

You did in Vernal?

A
We did in Vernal, and I'm sure there was some of it here,
too.
~

But you didn't sense it so much here?

A

No--well, you know, you grow older, and you learn.

~

Uh-huh.

A.

Things don't bother you like they do when you're younger.

Do you know why Greek--the Greek people settled in Utah,
and decided--do you know why they decided to come this direction?

~

A.

Yes, because Colorado had better country, and more of it.

~

Available, too?

A.
Yes, yes, that's right. And that's why they migrated over
here, and then you as a friend would tell the other person,
and--"Why, come to Colorado. That's a better country than where
you are--you don't have any room there--you can't find any places
to lease." So everybody moved on over here.
~

And you needed land to lease, so you could move these--
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Oh, sure. And you know, over those years, how many--the
massacre down in Meeker, and around, you know--the cattle people
hated the sheep people. Even here.

A.

Q.

I know.

A.
Because I remember one time in Hayden, my husband was trailing animals, and it got dark, and he had to stop wherever the
place was right there, they couldn't budge. And here comes
this gentleman--I don't have to mention names, but he came up
there with the sheriff, and he says, 1Iyou' re on my land. 1I And
my husband said, "I'll be down in the morning.
I'll pay you
whatever you think.
I had no choice.
It got dark and I couldn't
trail any more."
He went down the next day and took out his checkbook and
said, "Name your price. 1I He said, "I don't want your money-I didn't want you on my land.
I didn't want them touching the
ground. "
And we ran into those things two or three times over our
years, and I'm sure others did too.
Q.

Oh, yes.

A
So--but, in our mild way, in our sweet way, whatever you
want to call it, we got along with people. My husband was the
best for that. Nobody could equal him.
~

Well, that was the way--

A
In fact, he was the--they looked up to him as the father
of the group, you know. He was a wonderful husband and father
and friend.
~

That's great.
tionship.

That's wonderful to have that kind of rela-

You lost your husband quite a few years ago, and so you
have had to live alone all these years. As you look back on
your life, what do you think about this lifetime that you've
spent here?
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Well, I remember my happy years. Those are memories, now,
but they were good ones. And like I said, we went through depressions, but my husband was a good provider--we didn't live rich-we lived happy. And we had enough to eat. And we didn't have
anything happen until I lost my daughter in 1960.
A.

~

What did she die of?

A.

Heart failure.

~

And how old was she?

That's what they told us.

She was 30 when she died, yes, and that was the end of my
husband. He went downhill after that.
A.

Q.

Oh, he did?

A.

Yes.

~

And he died how many years later?

A.

He died in '66.

Q.

In '66, six years later.

But he was not a well person after that.
I think in our life,
I mean, the pressure, the worry, is the killer of us all. And
I think that was what did it to him. Of course, he died with cancer, but he--he would sit in the truck--we used to have that barn
down there where the 7-11 is, you know, that Woodbury had, and-because we bought a portion of their land. And he would sit there
in the truck, and just cry, like a little kid.
That was after
Mary died. And people would--you know, they'd find him there,
they'd go there, and they'd see him and it was--I think the grieving
killed him, really. Started all of it. And you know, the grieving,
the pressure, brings on the different diseases that we get.
A.

~

Oh, yes, I know about that.

A.

Our body.

~

You had four children?

A.

Yes.

I

I
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Q.

Two daughters and two sons?

A.

Three daughters.

Q.

Three daughters, and one son?

A.

One son, Jimmy.

As your daughters grew up, did you have, in light of your
experience in your life, and so on, did you have any thoughts
about what you'd like to have for them, for their lives, or
did you-Q.

A
No, they went to--Angie went to Colorado University, she
graduated from there, and Jimmy went part of the time, and then
he went to the service, and that was the end of his school.
He just went a short time to the University of Utah. And Mary
and Katie both graduated from the University of Utah. Katie
is a teacher--Mary wasn't lucky enough to further herself any
more. She used to do modeling on the hands, with gloves and
that, at the ZCMI there for awhile. But then she got married,
and she had--she didn't have children with her first husband-she had two little ones with her second one, but she died never-she left one three and a half years old, and the other one two
and a half months old.
Q.

Gosh!

A

Passed away.

Now why--two or three of your children returned to Utah
after they--

Q.

Well, they went to the university there--that's, you know,
we knew Utah more than we knew Colorado. They liked it, and
then when they got married, why, they just continued on living
there.

A.

Q.

Because they met people--

A
And Angie--my oldest one, she married a gentleman that
went to Colorado University, they got married, and they had
five boys, and they lived in Pittsburgh for two years, and then
Washington, D.C. area, and they lived there until seven, eight
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years ago.
Denver.

Two years in Seattle, and then permanently, now, in

~

Oh, they're back in Colorado?

A

Back in Denver.

~

Oh, for heaven's sake.

A.

Because they have two sons here, and three in Virginia.

~

Two sons in Craig?

A

Yes.

~

Oh, for heaven's sake.

John and Randy Knocke.

That's his father, Randy.

A
Yeah, and Angie and Hank figured they'd better stay in
the middle, to be around their children.
Q.

Things kind of come around, don't they?

A

Uh-huh.

Q.

Who would you say were the people who most influenced your

Hank, her husband, really likes Colorado.

life?
A
My husband, after I got married.
I lived with relatives
when we were in Price, we had a sister-in-law, lived there for-before she went to Europe again. She went back to Greece in
'28, and that's when we went to Vernal. And she was like a
mother to me, because my mother, like I say, she had the stroke,
and I didn't have a mother.
~

You didn't have a mother?

A
No. And it was she, and then my husband.
I learned more
cooking from my husband than I did my sister-in-law, because
she wouldn't let me cook. She used to do all the cooking.
~

And he knew how to cook?

A.
He was a good cook. Anybody that works with animals, sheepherding, or sheep people, they know how to cook.
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~

Because they learn to cook?

A.

They do.

Yeah.

Q.
Yeah. When you--I know sometimes, particularly in these
kinds of cultures, since there are so few Greek people, or
Austrian people, or whatever, in an area like Utah, or whereever, sometimes you're matched up with somebody about your age.
Did you fall in love with your husband--

A.

Oh, yes!

~

Before you got married, you did?

Uh-huh, that was when we lived in Helper. Oh, sure. He
was a little older than I--he was twelve and a half years older
than I, but--and he was a handsome husband, he really was. Not
because he was my husband, but he was a good-looking man.

A.

~

Well, it's funny that he didn't get picked off before then,

then!

A.
(Laughter)
He used to tell me, he says, "I don't know
why I married you!"
(Laughter)
didn't he?
Q.

A.

He had probably quite a few to choose from,

Bu t there weren't women to choose from.

Do you have anything that you would say is the greatest
satisfaction in your life?

Q.

A.

Just the happiness of my children, now.

~

Uh-huh.

They do provide--the grandchildren--

A. /
I have eleven grandchildren, and I have seven great ones,
by the fifth of next month--that's when the other one--the last
one is going to come.
~

So you're still getting--

k
Yes, still getting, and I've got two of them still single.
My Mary's daughter isn't married, and the boy isn't married.
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~

So there are more to come.

And then another--I have one from Salt Lake, Katie's boy
isn't married yet, so I've got a few more.

A.

Q.

Oh, yes.

And the rest of them are all married.
have children yet.

A.

Q.

Yeah.

A.

But--

But they don't all

What would you--would you say that you had any major disappointments in your life?

Q.

A.

No, other than losing my daughter and my husband.

Q.

That was it?

Like I say, we were lucky--we had good health, and I'm
lucky--I still have good health. I'm going to be 83 the 29th.

~

Q.

Oh, no.

A.

Yes, rna' am.

~

Really!

~

No, I'm going to be 83.

~

Well, gosh--

A.

I was born in 1905--can you figure it?

I thought you were in your seventies!

You're going to be around for a lot more of these, too,
I think.

~

~

I hope so, honey, I hope so.

~

You're a very young-looking person.

A.

Thank you.
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Is there anything that you wished you'd had the opportunity to do in your life?

~

~

I don't think so.

~

Can't think of anything?

A.
No, because like I say, we didn't have much, and we were
blessed.
~

Everything worked out?

A.
Everything worked out good for us over the years except
the two bad things that happened, and of course, we have had
some sickness from then on, my son has had two heart attacks,
and that's the saddest part, but thank God, he's alive and feeling
better.
~

That's Jim?

~

Jim, yes.

~
Well, these days they can certainly take much better care
now than they used to be able to do.

A.

Oh, yes.

~

So that helps.

~

They come back from the dead!

~

That's all it is.

I'll telling you--

Well, I just thank you very much, and I--the reason I'm
doing this is that it struck me about two months ago that I
grew up being aware of the Greek influence and the culture in
this area, and for one reason or another, didn't get the name
of a Greek woman to interview. So you have really contributed
a lot to this project, and I want to thank you.
~

A.
Well, it's been my pleasure.
many mistakes along the way.
~

I hope I didn't make too

Oh, I'm sure you didn't--I'm sure you didn't.
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But like I say, life was good to me until I lost my people,
and I'm thankful for that.

A.

Yeah. Yeah. Oh, one last thing I'd like to ask you, particularly since you came from Greece as a child, you lived in
Utah, I like to ask people what it is--is there anything special
about northwestern Colorado that you would say you liked or
disliked?
~

A.
I don't know whether--I like the area, and I don't like
the large cities--I like smaller areas, and maybe that's what
it is. And I've got a lot of friends here, and I have a lot
of good friends in Vernal. When we were there, we didn't even
have a picture show on Sundays. The Mormon people did not have
any movies.
~

Oh, I see.

A.
Oh, no. Until the later years. It was towards the end
there that they started on Sundays, when we were there--we used
to go there during the week, and we'd see "The Perils of Pauline"
and all of those--movies that they had, those serials that would
be repeated week after week, and we'd break our necks to get
there! Twenty-five cents to go, to get into the movies, and
now it's $3.00--$5.00.
~

Did you find it difficult, with your culture, living in a
Mormon cuI ture?
A.
No, because we just happened to be lucky to have very good
friends, very good neighbors.
Q.

Did you stay within the Greek community, or--

A

There were no--we were the only Greeks there.

Q.

You were the only Greeks?

A
Oh, yes, outside of an uncle of my husband's, that had a
hotel--the Vernal Hotel he was running. He was there with his
nephew that later was living with us. But there was no other
families.
Q.

So you got along well with the Mormons?

A.

Oh, yeah.

Q.

Grea t.
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A.

I still see my friends down there when I get a chance.

Uh-huh, well that's good. But you didn't have any access
to your church or anything there?

~

A.
Oh, no. We would go to Price, utah, twice a year for
Christmas and Easter, and have services, you know, it's the
only time we could go. Other than that, we never had any-~

Not there?

A

No, no, there just wasn't family.

Yes. Well, this has been very interesting, and you've
filled in a lot of my holes. Thank you.

~

