TRANSCRIPT:

ELEANOR SERVICE

Q.
(by Julie Jones-Eddy)
This is Julie Jones-Eddy
in Meeker, Colorado, July 31st, 1984, visiting this afternoon
with Mrs. Eleanor Service in her home in Meeker, for the
project, "Women in Northwestern Colorado, 1890 to 1940."

How are you today, Mrs. Service?
~

I'm just fine.

Good. Well, as we were talking a little bit earlier
here, you didn't grow up in Meeker, but you came out to this
wild country when you were a young woman. Why don't you
tell me why you came, and what you did when you got here?
~

~
Well, I taught school in Missouri. We didn't get
very much money for teaching, so I heard that school districts
paid more out here in this country, and so I had a friend
that had taught out here, and so she gave me a school directory,
and so I applied for some schools. And the first year I
could have had three or four schools.
~

Oh, they really needed--

~
They needed teachers in those days.
one up on Williams Fork.

So I took the

Q.

Was there a name--that wasn't the Pagoda School?

A.

Pagoda.

Q.

It was the Pagoda School?

A.

It must have been '27 or '28.

What year was that?

1927 or '28? What kind of training did you get
in those days to become a teacher?
Q.

I had two years college, and then I got a lifetime
certificate in Missouri, and so--oh, I had some more college
courses that I'd taken, but it wasn't enough for a degree
at that time.
~

~

tion--

But you could--that was really quite a bit of educa-
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A.

That was a lot of education.

Q.

For the teachers then.

~

Yes, because many just had eighth grade.

Q.
I know it, I know.
to get you.

I'll bet they were real pleased

A.

Oh, yes.

Q.

How many years did you teach there?

I just taught there one year, and it was a ninemonth school, and oh, I got so homesick, because we were snowed
in all winter, and so somebody said, "Why, you ought to be here
in the summer time."
I just--snowed in all winter, and oh,
it was just simply terrible.
I wasn't used to that.
~

f-

Didn't have any girlfriends. There was--somebody said
that there was a girl coming in to that little store not
very far from where I boarded, and they said that this man's
niece was coming in. And so when I went up to see her, why,
she was deaf and dumb, and she couldn't even talk to me.
Q.

Oh, no.

So was I ever disappointed. She seemed like a
real nice girl, but I couldn't have any conversation with
her or anything.
~

Q.

A.

Scott.
Q.

Where did you 1 i ve when you got there?
I boarded with the Scotts, with somebody named
They were about half a mile east of the school.
I

see.

A.
No. No.
someplace working.
Q.

I see.

Did they have children?
They just had one girl and she was away

So they didn't have anybody to keep you

company?
No, no.
She was real good about, you know, taking
me to see th~ neighbors, on weekends, and things like that.
She tried to entertain me, as much as she could. And then we
~
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always played cribbage, and so we'd have a game of cribbage
every night.
Q.

I see.

A
She and her husband, and there was an old man that
lived with them, and the four of us, you know, we just had a
real good time, but of course, we couldn't do that all the
time.

i"-"

Q.

How far was the school from where you lived?

A.

Oh, about half a mile.

Q.

So it wasn't too far to go in the snow and so on.

A.

No, no, I didn't mind it.

Q.

What was the school house like?

A.
Oh, it was a real nice school.
It was just a oneroom school.
It had a hallway in it, you know, where you
left your overshoes and your lunch pails, and things like
that.
Q.
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L-

Did you have to keep the fire?

A.
Oh, I had to keep the fire, and had to do the janitorial work.
Q.

Had you been accustomed to that before?

A.

Oh, yes.

~

You had taught in one-room schools in Missouri?

A.

Yes, in Missouri, I taught four years there.

~

So--you weren't used to the cold, though?

A
No. And such a long winter, and snow for so long.
You know, there in Missouri, if snow come, it would last
a day or two, and be gone.
Yes. That was 1928, and that was some time after
cars came into being. Did they use their cars in the winter?
~
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A.
Well, they couldn't very well, they had to use
sleds and horse, it was about the only way to get around.
They didn't keep the roads open, at that time.
~

They didn't have nice maintainers or anything like

A.

No, huh-uh.

Q.

So they just used their sleds?

A.

Yeah, uh-huh.

that.

They didn't go to town very often.

Do you remember some of those trips in the sled?
Do you remember any in particular?
Q.

A.

Oh, tha t one when we went to town_

Q.

Why don't you tell me about that one?

A.
Well, during Christmas vacation, why, we hadn't
been to town for a long time, so we started out one morning
real early, and then we stayed in town overnight, and shopped,
and got things that we needed, and wanted and so on and so
forth, and came back the next day_ And that's the day that
I snow-burned my eyes, because it was such a bright day,
you know, and we started kind of early so we would get home
before it got too cold.
Q.

How long did it take for the snow-burn to wear off?

A.

Oh, I don't know.

Q.

Very painful?

I had quite a time with it.

Uh-huh, very painful. Well, after that, I saw to
it that I had snow glasses.
And they tried to teach
me how to ski, and of course, I couldn't.
~

~

You couldn't?

A.

I'd always fall down.

Q.

How old were you when you carne?

~

I think I was about 19, or 20.

[laughter]
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U
About 19 or 20?
to ski, I guess.

Well, you weren't too old to learn

A.

No.

Q.

What did they do--how far away were the neighbors?

A

Oh, two, three, four miles, something like

Q.

Did they have any corruuuni ty get-togethers?

that~

A.
Oh, yes, yes, they would, you know, we always had
our Christmas program, and everybody in the corruuunity could
come to that. And then they would go down to pagoda every
once in a while, and they had dances down there.
Q.

Even in the winter, they did that?

A.
Even in the winter, yeah.
I remember one time
they went down there.
It was daylight before we got home.

U

Kind of cold, I'll bet.

A
Yes. But of course, we were all bundled up, and we
were In the sled, you know, and usually when, you know, like
when we went to Hayden that time, why, they would heat big
rocks, you know, and put in the bottom of the sled, and then
we'd put our feet on them, and then we'd cover up, you know,
and we'd stay nice and warm.
Q.

How long did it take you to get to Hayden?

A.

Umnunm •

. I don't know.

U
But you had to stay overnight and come back the
next day?

A
Yes. You couldn't get it all done, the days were
short in the winter time.
U
Do you recall that the women up there did anything
In groups? If you didn't see them that much, I suppose maybe
they didn't.

A

No, they really didn't.
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U

Or parties, or quilting things, or--

A.
One time, we were all invited to one old lady' s-I don't remember how old she was. But we all went there on
a Saturday--I think it was her birthday, but I don't remember
how old she was, and I don't even remember her name. But
all the women went to that, and that's the only thing that
I can remember, about the only thing we did. But they never
did come to any of the parties at school, or to the dances,
or anything, because they were an old couple, and about all
you could get out of the old lady was she had to take care
of her poor old husband.

Q.

Oh, my.

~
And that's all we heard.
[laughter]
I don't know
what was the matter with him, but that was about all she
could tell you about, was that husband of hers that she had
to take care of.

Q.

Oh, gosh.

She was how old at her birthday party?

A.

I don't remember.

Q.

You don't?

~

Yeah, she was pretty old herself.

Pretty old,

though?

Well, you know, you're different than many of these
people, many of the women I'm talking to. Many of them were
born and grew up here, never even went out, you know, to
see any other part of Colorado until they were sometimes in
junior high and high school, and sometimes older, and you
came from a different part of the country to this area.
U

A.

Yes.

Q.
And so you must have had some impressions, or some
thoughts, or feelings about this part of the country, compared
to where you had grown up. What did you think about this
place?

Well, at first, I didn't think much of it. But
everybody said, "Stay one summer, just stay here one summer."
And that's all it took.
~

Q.

Tha t' s all--the summer was nice r huh?
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A.

The summer was so nice.

Q.

Tell me about the summer.

Well, see, I taught nine month school over there,
and they said, "You ought to teach the summer school, see if
you can find a summer school." Well, there wasn't any in
that county, so they said, "Well, try Rio Blanco County.
So I wrote to the superintendent at Rio Blanco County, and
asked if there was summer school. Boy!
I got an answer
right back.
~

II

Q.

I'll bet.

A.
They said yes, they had summer school, and would I
take it. And so I took it. I closed school up there on a
Friday, and started this one on Monday.
Q.

Golly!

Where was this one?

A.

That was

Q.

Lime Hill?

A.

Lime Kiln.

Q.

Lime Kiln.

A.

L-i-m-e

Q.

Oh, I see.

Lime Kiln, that's up here on the hill.

K-i-l-n.

They used to make lime up there.

And they had kilns there, you know, they used that
lime, you know, to make.
. bricks, or something .
cement, or something.

A.

Q.
And so they were--I know there were a lot of small
rural schools around the Meeker-A.

Yeah, but they were all--they were all winter schools.

~

And this one was a summer school?

A.
This was a summer school, because it was so high.
It was over 8,000 feet.
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Q.

Oh, 8,000 feet.

And it was--the snow was just too deep in the winter,
A.
so they had summer school. And it was nice and cool up there,
and oh, it was so nice.
Q.

You really enjoyed that?

A.
Oh, I really enjoyed that nice summer. And then,
of course, then they wanted me to come back, and of course,
I went back after I taught 17 months, I went back horne for
awhile. rfhey wanted me to corne back to teach the next year,
so I went back and taught the next year.

U

In the same school?

A.

Uh-huh.

U
Do you have any memories about--oh, the children
that you had, or some of the things that you did, special
things that stand out in your mind in any of those schools?
~
Well, let's see. Lime Kiln school, one of the
neighbors had a pet deer, and the pet deer stayed at the
place where I boarded. And of a morning when I'd go to school,
why, the deer would follow me to school, and there wasn't any
shade around there, because there wasn't any trees, and so
the deer would stay in the shade, you know, and then when
the youngsters would corne, she would get up, take to them.

Q.

Ohhhhh, just like a dog or something, I guess.

Well, no, she would raise up on her hind feet and
corne down on their head.
~

Q.

Oh, my goodness!

A.

Yes!

Q.

Why, do you suppose?

~
I don't know.
I think that's the way they, you
know, tried to defend themselves, you know, with--

U

So the kids didn't--
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A
Oh, the kids didn't like Old Bumps, oh, no! And
there was a fence around it, and when they would come to
the gate, they would call me, and they'd say, "Mrs. Service,
we're here." And if I'd go out and meet them, then I could
walk, you know, they could walk up with me, it would be all
right. And--but they wouldn't go out by themselves. And
we had a big old pot of ashes out not too far away from the
school yard, oh, it was quite a ways. But one time Bumps
was there and some of the older boys, they said, "We dare
you girls to go out there on that ash pile."
And they said, "We're not going! Bumps is on the other
side of the building." They wouldn't go. And they said,
"Well, why don't you boys, if you're so brave, why don't
you go out there?" "All right, we go out there! We'll show
you we're not afraid!"
Just about that time--Bumps always had a bell--and dinga-ling---the bell would go, and boy! You should have seen
it! The boys were-[laughter]
And then after awhile, after it got hot, why then, she
would leave. She would go--I don't know, she·' d go wherever
she was safe.
But she was around the neighborhood that
year, she was around the pit for a long time.
~

Nobody ever accidentally shot her?

A.
Well, that's just what--she used to come to town.
Jim's dad used to bring grain down, and she would jump up on
there--they'd bring it down on the sled. And she would jump
on the sled, they'd bring it downtown, you know, she'd wind
around downtown. And, of course, he'd have to stay all night,
you know, and then go back
(?)
And one time
he couldn't find her. So somebody probably put her in the
pot.
~

Probably did.

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

Yeah.

Easy deer meat to have, wasn't it?

A.
That's probably what happened to her. We sure
hated it because, boy, that was--you know, we'd had her for
so long, you know, but--
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But you had to watch her. You sure had to watch. One
time Hazel Kirkpatrick--she lives here in town now, Hazel Rosenlund.
She was walking to school with me one morning, and she said,
"Ohhhh," she said, "Bumps is behind us, Bumps is behind us."
And I said, "You just walk by me." I said, "She won't bother
me."
I said, "She never bothers me, she always follows me
to school." So I said, "She won't bother me." First thing
you know, why, she landed--not on me, but on Hazel!
I had my lunchpail here, and had ahold of Hazel's hand
here, you see. And she just come right down on her head,
and Hazel had--she had one of those cloth hats, you know,
those kind of cloth hats, and it was kind of heavy. Boy,
she would have really hurt her, if it hadn't been for that.
Q.

Really?

A
She came right right down with those two front
feet right down on her. And I put my lunchpail--I took my
lunchpail and I just whammed her. And then she ran off,
and then I got a stick, and if I had a stick, she wouldn't
bother us. So I looked around to see if I could find a piece
of sagebrush or something, you know, and as long as I was
carrying a stick, she didn't bother us. She followed us,
but she followed at a distance.
Q.

Did you enjoy the kids?

A.

Oh, yes!

Q.

How many did you have?

Oh, yes!

I sure enjoyed them.

A.
I enjoyed everyone of them. Oh, it depended-how many there would be. Some years there would be more
than others.
~
Was it a lot of hard work preparing for all those
different grades?

A.

Oh, yes.

~

Grading all those different--

A
Yes. We had all those. And then they didn't have
all the things that they have now. You know, you can get
so many things, you know, already printed, or hectographed,
or stuff like that.
I had to make myself a little old
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hectograph, you know, to make the stuff off on.
~

Oh--how did you do that?

A.
Oh, there was a certain kind of material, you know,
you could get a little pan, you know, I guess about the size of
. and then you had to have a certain kind of ink to wipe on.
And then you just put it on that and just took one sheet off at
once.
Q.

So it would make a copy of what you had written?

A.
Uh-huh. But that was a big help when I got that,
because otherwise I had to to do it all, you know, and like if
I had three youngsters in third grade that had to have some
arithmetic, why, I'd have to make three copies.
I usually, you
know, would use--what do you call it--carbon paper?

A

Carbon paper.

Carbon paper under it, but then two copies was about
all you could do.
~

~

Did you have a blackboard?

A
Oh, yes.
blackboard.

Oh, yes.

You couldn't get along without a

Q.

How did you meet your husband?

A.

Oh, he lived up there on Lime Kiln.

Q.

And he was a rancher?

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

Uh-huh.

A
He would come riding by there, you know, to see the
school teacher.
~

The school teachers never--they really got picked off

early.
A.

Yeah.
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Q.

Did you want to continue teaching after you got

married?
A
Well, I did.
I taught--oh, I don't know how many
years after that.
I taught--I've forgot how many years I
taught up there.
Course
(?)

They asked me after my youngest baby was born, they wanted
to know if I would finish the term and I said, "Oh, my goodness," I said, "The baby is just two weeks old." And I said,
"I nurse him, and I'd have to take him to school." They
said, "That's all right, that's all right." And a woman
said, "Why, my kids have got a nice, big doll bed, and we'll
bring that up there to school, and you can put the baby in
it." Course, as young as he was, you know, he just slept
most all the time. And so I don't remember how many weeks
I taught--I think about five or six weeks like that.
Took
that baby up there to school.
Course, I put him in there,
and of course, the youngsters knew, you know, that they had
work, and they didn't play much with him.
They worked.
They were busy.
I saw to it that they were
busy.
And as long as you keep them busy, then you don't
have any trouble.
~

Discipline problems?

No. And you get the youngsters to like you, you
don't have any discipline problems.
A.

~

You didn't ever have any trouble with that, much?

A.

No.

Q.

No?

A
They knew that they were coming to school, and
and they knew they were there to work, and that's what they
did.
~

And since you enjoyed teaching, was it something
you wanted to get back to later on, or something you sort
of hated to give up, or anything like that?
A
Yes, I hated to give it up, because I'm still working
down here at the grade school this year!
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~

You are?

Are a volunteer, or--

~

No, no.

~

You did the noon hour?

I did the noon hour.
I see.

You know, the--I usually was out on the playground.
But they were real good to me this year. They have a place,
you know, where the youngsters had extra work to do, you know,
they'd come in and have school at noon.
Well, I took that
part of the time, and then the rest of the time I was in the
office, so that the woman that was working in the office could
have the noon hour off.
A.

Q.

Oh, I see.

A.
So that IS what I did last year. But before that I
was out on the playground for years. But you see, I taught
at Axial for about 17 years, and then when they closed that
school, then I went to Hamilton, and I taught there for two
years. And then my certificate ran out, and they said I'd
either have to go to school, you know, to finish my degree
before I could teach because I had to have a degree. But
then at that time, I thought, well, I couldn't teach but just
a few more years, and it just wasn't worth it. Besides that,
I had two foster children at home, and so it would have been
hard for me to go away for a whole year. Because I had taken
all the correspondence and extension work that I could, and
the rest of the time I'd have to be in school. So I didn't
think it was worth it.

So then they found out that I was footloose and free,
and so the teacher that had the noon hour down here quit,
and somebody suggested that they get me, so they called me,
and I said, "sure, I'll come down there." And so they found
out that I'd been teaching school, and the first thing you
know, they had me doing all kinds of things.
Q.

I 'll bet.

~
They didn't have an art teacher for the intermediate
school up here, and so they insisted that I teach art, and
I said, "All right," I said, "I'm not an art teacher--I couldn't
teach it." They said, "Why, you did when you was teaching
school, didn't you? Didn't you have something for the kids to
do? II And I said, "Oh, yes." I said, "I I d have them to make
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different things, you know." Now, whenever I taught school,
I always decorated the windows, you know, every month I'd
have something different, and the youngsters always liked it,
and I'd put up their art work, you know, and make the rooms,
you know, real attractive.
And so they insisted that I take that, and I said, "Oh,"
I said, "Well, I couldn't do that."
I said to Mr. Barone,
I said, "Why, I'm not an art teacher." And he said, "Well,
what did you teach the kids when you were teaching school?"
He said, "Teach them some of those things." And they really
enjoyed it.
~

I'll bet they did.

A.
They really did.
I was just there two years, and
the first year they had to take one-third of the year art
and the other third wood and the other third leather. And
then the fourth year they could take all leather if they wanted
it, or they could take all wood if they wanted, or they could
take all art. And what did those kids do? "Oh, I want it all
art. "
[laughter]
~
So you could just go in and teach all different
kinds of things?

A
Yes. And we made plaster of Paris stuff, you know.
Oh, they just loved that. You know, anybody could do that.
Some of the kids weren't artistic, you know, but-Q.

It's fun.

But it's fun.
They could--I let them make their
own stuff, you know, and then they painted it, and oh, that
was so much fun. One girl said that she--one time just before
Christmas, why, she said, "I'm going to make--" Oh, she told
me how many things she was going to make. She said, "You
know," she said, "would you care if I took some of this home?"
And she said, "What we're doing," she said, "We're going to
some of our relations for Christmas, and we're going to give
them all these for Christmas." So--oh, she just made gobs
and gobs.
A.

But the rest of them just
(?)
Even today I can go in some people's homes and see some of
the things that some of those kids had made.
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~

That's nice.

A

Yeah, it's nice.

Q.
You were at Axial for a long time, then.
husband do while you were there?

A

Oh, he had a business.

~

Was it--did you live in Meeker?

A
Uh-huh, yes, we've always lived here.
this place for-~

And so you drove form here to Axial?

A

Oh, yes, every day.

Q.

Was it a summer or winter school?

A.

Winter.

Q.

Oh, my gosh!

What did your

We've lived at

No, I never thought anything about it.
You didn't think anything about it, huh?

A.
No!
I I d just get up of a morning, "Oh, it I s just kind
of snowing this morning," never thought a thing in the world
about it.
~

Did you ever have any trouble?

A

Not very often.

~

Golly!

A

It is great.

That's great!

Yeah. What was that school like, Axial school?
Different, or about the same?
Q.

A
It was just about the same, all just country people.
Except one year when I taught there, the coal mine there--the
Streeter coal mine was down there and they brought in a whole
bunch of new people, and they all had a bunch of kids, and boy,
I just almost had too many kids, I just had too many of them.
And so they said--wanted to know if I could manage them all, and
I said it wouldn't be so bad, but then I had a lot of eighth
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graders, and they needed a lot of extra help, and so they
said, "Well, we'll just get you a helper." And there were
two rooms, you know, to the building, and so they left the
big ones for me, and another woman came in and took the smaller
ones, and that was sure a big help, because the bigger youngsters needed extra help, you know, so they could pass that
eighth grade examination.
~

So they could go into the high school somewhere?

A.

Uh-huh.

When you and your husband got married, did you have
a big wedding, or a small one?
~

A

Nope.

Q.

Tha t

~

Nope.

We just slipped off and got married.

s what so many people did.

That's what I hear.

A
No, because I never did want a big wedding. But no, that
never did interest me.
Now like some girls, they just dream
about having a big wedding. But that never fazed me at all.
~
Were there any adjustments to being a housewife on
a ranch, things you remember that were new things to learn?

A.

Not much, because I grew up on a farm--

Q.
Oh, in Missouri, so you were--that's good.
a surprise?

A.

It wasn't

Nah!

~
What were some of the--since you did teach, too,
you know, most of the women I've talked to who were on ranches
spent all their time doing what you do on a ranch, but you also
taught. How did you get all your home things done, too?

A
Well, most of the time, I really didn't have too
much, you know, we really didn't have too much, except just
(?)
and taking care of
(?)
and
that's about all I had at that time. And one time was kind
of funny, though.
I always said that I was going to tell anybody if I ever
got married--somebody told me that--said, "If you tell your

17

husband that you can milk, you'll have to do the milking."
And so I thought, well, when I get married, I'm not going
to tell my husband I can milk. So we had a new cow. And
Jim had to go somewhere, and had to stay all night, and he
was worrying about what he was going to do about the cow.
And so that was the time that I told him that I could milk
the cow.
~

Then he knew, huh?

A.

And then he knew!

Q.

Well, I'll bet he was glad to have a wife that knew

A

Yeah, he was.

[laughter]

how.

Q.
Well, what about baking, and canning, and washing
and ironing, those things?

I always did that on saturday.

A.

Oh, yeah.

~

On saturday?

A.

Uh-huh.

~

Did you ever have any time to just sit down and
take a breath?
A

Not very often!

You had the preparation and the homework things
for during the week.
Q.

A
Uh-huh, didn't have much time. One time when I
was teaching, why, we had gone down to Palisade to get fruit.
And we lived--that was when we lived up on Lime Kiln.
And we lived in a house not too far from the school house.
And that year we'd bought a lot of peaches, and some of them
were ready to can, and some of them weren't.
So I just put
them around on the side of the house, covered them up, you
know. Well, the cow was just all around, you know, just a
pasture, you know. And so I had a girl taking care of Phyllis,
because she wasn't old enough to go to school, so I had a
girl taking care of her. And I came home one evening, and
oh!
You should have seen my peaches and pears and stuff.
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Those cows had got into them, and scattered those baskets,
and oh, I was just sick. And I said to the girl, I said,
"Didn't you know those cows were there?"
She said, "Yes,
but I was afraid of them."
~

That was expensive, to buy that--

A.

Yes!

And then to have it spoiled!

~
Did you have any time for women's clubs, activities
or hobbies like crocheting or any of that stuff?

~
Oh, yes, I crochet, you know, but I
in the winter time.

just did that

Q.
What about organizations--did you have time to belong
to anything?

A.

No.

Q.
Probably didn't.
When you had your children, where
did you--did you go to a hospital, or have a doctor, or-~
Well, the first one, we lived out in Palisade at
that time. And so I went to--it was right close to the old
hopsital, if you know where the old hospital was.
But there
was a woman down there that took care of maternity cases,
and I went to her.
She was real good.

Q.

So you didn't have a doctor?

A.

Oh, yes, oh, yes.

~

You did?

But she took care of you really after?

~

Yes, uh-huh.
Yes, I had a doctor, and the funny
part of it about that doctor--the last time I went to him,
Jim said, he wanted me to come up here to go hunting.
And
Jim said, would it be safe for me to go? He said, "Sure."
He said, "You know, that baby isn't due for a long time."
And he said, "You just go hunting, because I'm going hunting
too. "
Well, it happened.
And that doctor wasn't there.
had to get another doctor.

We
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And so I went back to him, and I took the baby back,
you know, and he said, "Well, you've sure got a nice baby
here." And I said, "Yes, and you weren't there." And he
said, "No," he said, "That wasn't right, what you did."
Q.

You surprised him, huh?

A.

Yeah.

~
Did you have any troubles, ever, having your
children, or did they come pretty uneventfully?

A.

Yeah.

Q.

They did?

Uh-huh, except the middle one.
I had quite a lot
of trouble, and I couldn't rub clothes on the board, so Jim
had to buy a gasoline washing machine. So I had a power
washing machine and a lot of the other women didn't have.
~

~

I· ~·
'.

,

Well, it was kind of lucky, wasn't it?

A.
Yeah~
And I remember one woman telling me, she
says, "I think you!re probably," she said, "just like I had."
She said, "The reason why I've got Joyce is that I had the
same problem you've got," she says, "And the doctor said,
'Have another baby, and it'll correct it' and that's what
I did."
Q.

Really?

What was the problem called?

A.

Oh, I don't remember.

Q.

It wasn't endometriosis, was it?

A.

I don't know.

Q.

Oh, but so the third child fixed that all up, huh?

A.

Yes.

Q.

That was funny_

A.

Yeah.

Q.

So you had three children?
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A.
Uh-huh. And then we raised Sam and Sharon after
that, after we had ours raised.
They went to school to me
at Axial, and Sharon's mother died when she was--oh, I think
she was six months old, or something like that. And Sammy
was just two years older than she was. And Sammy's dad
sent him to school when he was four years old. And when
Sharon was four years old, why, he sent her to school, too.
And I said, "Sharon is not ready for school." You know,
some youngsters are and some of them aren't.
He said, "Oh, Sam did all right." Said, "She can do
all right too." And I said, "She just isn't ready for school."
"Well, she's going to go to school anyhow, and you're going
to teach her." Well, I couldn't, you know, she just wasn't
ready. And so I took old catalogs, you know, and seed catalogs, you know, and just--she'd cut out things, you know,
and make little books, and draw, and color, and do things
like that.

,

So one day the superintendent came out, and he said,
"What in the world is that one doing here?" He said, "Dismiss the kids." He wanted to talk to me.
So we were just
having school, you see, so he said dismiss, and I said, "Well,
it is just about recess time," so I told them it was recess
time.

..:..

............••.•...•.........

So they went out, and he said, "What's that little one
doing here?" And I said, "Well, that's Sam Love's little
girl." And he said, "How old is she?" And I said, "She's
four years old." He said, "What's she doing here?"
I said,
"Well, he brings her to school every day. Her brother is
here, and so he brings her to school every day." He said,
"She doesn't have any business here." And I said, "If you
knew the circumstances at their home," I said, "You would
say she's better off here than she is there."
"What's the matter over there?" And so I told him there
was just a bunch of old drunks there all the time, and I
said, "You just never know who's going to be there." And
I said, "It's no place for a little girl." And I said, "She's
just ~ much better off here." So he said, "Let her stay!
Let her stay!"
~

So she finally got to be old enough for school?

~

Uh~huh,

yeah.
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Q.

How did you finally end up as the foster parents?

A.
Well, the dad kept getting worse and worse, you
know, drinking and he lost his place, and he didn't have
any place, you know, he had to get off of his place, and
then they got in an old shack over there by Axial,
and it
really wasn't a fit place for the little girl, and I had
her here at my place most of the time anyway. And she would
come to school so dirty, you know, and the boy would, too,
and I always brought them down, and made them take a bath
(?)
and always saw to it that they had clean
clothes to put on, and so forth.
And so really, the boy got
along with the dad pretty good, but the little girl, why,
he'd say, "Well, Sharon's got to come home." And I said,
"Well, they're going to have Vacation Bible School." He'd
say, "That's all right--let her stay for that--let her stay
for that."

And then, of course, it would be two weeks Vacation
Bible School, and then he'd COme back, "All right, Sharon's
got to come home.
She can wash the dishes.
She can do this,
and she can do that." And I said, "Yes," but then I said,
"She won. a prize to get to go to Bible Camp."
"Oh, she did?"
Oh, he was real proud of that, you know.
Of course, I always
saw to it that she would get the prize, you know.
[laughter]
Q.

I see.

[laughter]

A
And so she--he'd say, "All right, she can stay
for that, but then after that she's got to come home." And
so then, you know, it would be--she liked music, and so there's
a woman here in town that wanted to give her music lessons,
and I said, "Well, Sharon's taking music lessons, now, and
she's just doing real well." She was real musical, in fact,
she's got forty-some kids now that she's teaching.
Q.

Really?

A
Yeah. And so she--and he said, "Well, when she
isn't taking those music lessons, she'd better get home."
And then I said, "Well," then it was almost school time,
you know, and so I just kept them, and finally I just kept
them, and then Sam got to drinking so bad, and half the time
didn't know where he was, and Sammy needed to be in high
school--see, he was two years ahead of where he should be.
And so he said--I said, "Oh, I'll keep Sammy and Sharon both
this winter, and he said, "No." He said, "I've got a place
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for Sammy to stay.
So he was staying with somebody up on
the hill there, and those people were so--the woman wasn't,
but the man was awful mean to him. And so one time Sammy
just ran away, and I didn't know it.
I thought I heard a
noise when I got up.
Of course, I had to get up pretty early
of a morning, and I thought I heard some kind of a noise
down in the basement. And here Sammy came up through the
basement. And he'd slept down there all night.
And I said, "Why didn't you come in?" And he said,
"Oh, it was so late, I didn't want to wake you up," so he
said, "I just knew I'd be warm down in the basement," so he
said, "I just slept down there by the furnace.
And I said, "Oh, you're not going back up there again."
I said, "You're going to stay here with us." So after that
he just stayed with us. And the Welfare woman lived over
there, not this house, but the other house. And so she came
over one day, and she said, "Does old Sam pay you for keeping
those kids?"
I said, "Well, he buys most of their clothes"
but I said, "Outside of that," I said, "
(?)
She said, "That's not right." She said, "You ought to have
some money for taking care of those kids." She said, "I'll
see to it that you get it."
Well, then, we had to take an examination, you know, Jim
and I both did, you know. And then they found out that I
had cancer. And so I said it was just a blessing, because
it had just barely started, and so they took care of it.
Because I had to take those treatments down at the Junction.
I had to go down there for six weeks. Well, this teacher
over here at Axial, and I said, they said that there was
four-week treatment and six-week, and they didn't tell me
which one they were going to give me, and I said, "Oh, I'll
take the four-week one." They didn't say they were going
to give me the six-week one, and so I just told them that
I'd just be gone for four weeks, and they said, "Well, we'll
just close the school down for four weeks."
And so they said, "We'll just make it up in the spring."
And so I thought that was real nice of them. But then when
it was six weeks, I called the board, and they said, "Well,
we'll just do something," and so they sent the kids to
Hamilton for two weeks. But when I came back, why, I wasn't
able to drive--Jim had to take me to school. And you should
have seen the kids when I first came back-~oh, even the big
boys threw their arms around me, so tickled that I was back.
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Wasn't that great?

~

Yeah, that made you feel good,

didn't it?
A

Yeah, it was good, because they were that glad to

~

Well, that was a lucky thing to discover it that

see.

early.
A
Yes, and I said that was one thing that God had
just worked out, that we keep those kids. And now those kids
are just like my own kids, because their dad's dead, and
this is their home, and they call us Mom and Pop, and Sammy
lives out here in the country, and he comes in every few
days and checks on us, and you know, like if Jim has to go
to Junction or something, he'll take him down, and anything,
you know, that needs to be done, why, he does it.
Q.

Where does sandra live now?

A.

Sharon, you mean?

Q.

Sharon.

A.

She lives in Montrose.

Q.

And she teaches music?

A.

Vh-huh.

~

Did she go on to college, then?

A
Oh, yes. Yeah, we sent the kids to--we saw to it-Sammy's got a master's degree.
Q.

So you sent them on?

~
Yeah.
But when Sammy was going to school, the
bunch that lived over there--I didn't realize what was going
on.
I knew he didn't make too good a grades, when he first
went to high school, and I couldn't figure out why, you know,
his grades were so low, because I'd had him in school, you
know, and I knew he had it "up there." And I couldn't figure
out why his grades were so low.

And I'd say something, and--"Oh, I don't know, I don't
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know," you know how a kid that age does. And so finally,
the school called, and they wanted to talk to me. And I
said, "Well, what in the world is wrong?" I said, "I had
Sammy in school, and he isn't supposed to be making such
poor grades."
And so I talked to Sammy that night, then, when he came
home. And he said, "Well, that's the way Morris does." That's
what he called this kid over here. He--like their English,
for instance, they had--every week they had, I think, twenty
words, and that counted so much on their English grade.
"Well,"
he said, "Morr is has just got two right, and I got four right."
They wouldn't look at their words, you know, or anything,
you know. And they thought it was funny to make such poor
grades.
And so, boy!
I talked to him, and I said, "From now
on," I said, "You better be getting that," and I said, "And
your other grades have got to come up, too." And so the
next time when they. had that spelling test, why, the teacher
said, "I've got a surprise today." And somebody said, "What
is it, what is it, what is it?" They wanted to worm out
the surprise. And he just kept putting them off as long as
he dared, and he finally said, "Sam Love made a hundred in
spelling!"
[laughter]
Q.

Oh!

So it wasn't hard.

A.
It really wasn't hard, because he hadn't applied
himself, because he was trying to do what Morris was doing.
And so after that, you know, why, he made a hundred every
time. And all the grades came up, too, after he found out
that he was supposed to make good grades.

And the other thing that--one day what Sammy told me-he said after he got through high school, why, he didn't
really do too good in high school, and so he said he wanted
to go to Rangely to college. And of course, you had to
fill out a lot of forms. And he saw that the superintendent
had written down there, "Not very good material for college,"
or something like that, down on the bottom.
And Sammy saw that. And I said, "Hey, that's not very
good. " And he said,
I'm going to show them." And I said,
"You do that." I said, "You show them." And you know, that
was all it took.
I am so glad that he saw that, because
after that, you know, why he graduated from Rangely, and
If
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then he went to Gunnison, and graduated down there, and then,
you see, he got a master's.
[laughter]
And then he taught
school for I don't know how many years--an excellent teacher.
He teaches math, and you know, math is hard to teach--awful
hard to teach.
And then when he was up here--he taught up here--oh,
they hated it that he did not--oh, they just hated it, they could
hardly stand it. But he still takes the kids, the seniors, to
Lake Powell when they go on their senior trip. lIe still-he took them this year, after all these years, took the kids
to Lake Powell. None of the other teachers want to do that,
but-~

He enjoys it, huh?

A
He enjoys it, and he enjoys the kids. Takes in
all the ball games, you know, he really should be still teaching up there, but of course he though t he could make more
money with what he was doing
~

Is that ranching?

A.

Vh-huh.

That seems to be the thing for people to do in
this part of the country, doesn't it?
~

Since you did have one daughter of your own, plus Sharon?
A

Yeah.

And two sons.

Q.

Two sons?

A.

plus Sammy.

Since you did have those daughters, did you have
some hopes for their lives, in light of all of your experiences? Do you have some things that you kind of hoped they
might experience later on in life, after they got out of-got away from home?
~

A
Well, I wanted them to have, you know, a nice husband and children, grandchildren!
[laughter]
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Q.
Can you think of one or more persons who were very
influential in your life, people who just made a big difference?

A
No, I don't know of anybody in particular, except
my folks.
Q.
What are those things in your life that you are·
the proudest of, or that you--from which you've derived the
most satisfaction?

A

I guess the way my children turned out.

~

That does make you feel good, doesn't it?

A.

Yes.

Q.
Did you have what you might call any major disappointments?

. I don't know of anything in particular.

A.

Umm

~

Can't think of any?

•

Do you have some time you think of as being the saddest
time in your life?
A.

Well, when I had to give up my mother and dad,

I guess.
Q.

Tha t' s what a lot of people say.

Is there anything that you can think of that you wished
you'd had the opportunity to do, and just didn't get around
to it, or were not able to do it for some reason?
A.

I would like to have got that college degree.

~

Uh-huh.

A

Never could manage it.

I can understand that.

~
Couldn't get it done?
schools, wasn't it?

A

Uh-huh.

Too far away to any of those

But I took all kinds of extension and
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everyth ing.
Q.

I really probably had enough .

Credits?

~
Credits, but they weren't the right kind. You
know, you have to have the--so much math, so much this, and
that, and everything else.

Q.

Yeah.

Well, I can't think of any more questions to ask you.
Can you think of any--oh, experiences that you've had and
so forth that you think are just real fun to remember, that
you haven't told me about? Or difficult things?
A.
Difficult things--I can tell you something that
was really difficult. Yes. One time when I was teaching
school over here on Strawberry, you know, I had to go up to
Strawberry. Well, they came down and wanted me to finish a
school term, and I wasn't teaching that year, and there was
a half a year left. And they had an old lady out there that
was teaching, and she couldn't make it to the school any
more, so they needed somebody.
So they came down here and
just begged me to take it. And they said, "We'll fix a place."
And they had a house--it was a three-roomed house, and they
used the biggest room for the school, and they put two schools
together, and at that time they paid $75 a month for the
teacher, you see. But each district put in $75, so I got
$150. And I could not turn down that $150, and the superintendent down here found out about it, and she said, "Eleanor,
don't you tell anybody what you're getting up there." She
said, "You're making more money than the people up here in
high school are." And she said, "And I'll have trouble trying
to get teachers," she said, "If they find out that you're
getting $150, just teaching country school." Just had about
half a dozen kids.

And so she said, "Don't you dare tell." So I drove
over there one time, and it had snowed during the weekend,
and I was driving over there, and I got about halfway over
there, and--well, more than halfway, I was just on that road
that--and I could not go any further, just simply couldn't
make it any farther.
So I just thought, "Well, I'll just
take the key out of the car, and let it sit there, and if
anybody wants by, they'll just have to go around here, or
do something. ('
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And so 1--1 couldn't walk home, it was too far.
And
I could walk over there.
And so I just started
out afoot. And I had a kind of a bag, you know, that I had
put some food in, and took what I had--really, absolutely
had to have.
Q,

Dh-huh.

~
And started out afoot.
And I knew the kids, by
the time I'd get there, they'd probably be gone.
They stayed
til noon, they said, and then they went home.
But then they
saw me coming, some of the kids saw me coming, and then they
came over there.

But my feet were so swollen from walking so far that
I couldn't wear my shoes, and so one of the women that had
youngsters in school, she sent me some bedroom slippers-I didn't have any there, you know, because I had just my
bare essentials.
And she sent me some bigger slippers,
and so I used them, but then by the time the weekend came,
well, I could wear my shoes then.
But one of the men went
down and got my car for me.
Q.

Well, you stayed up there for the week?

A.

Through the week, I always did stay up there through

the week.
Q.

Oh, you always did?

A.

Dh:-huh.

Q.
Well, how did your husband feel about that, and
your kids and things?
~

Well, he wasn't working, and he was glad that I

Q.

Ohhhh.

was.

~

Times were hard, you see, at that time, he was
doing carpenter work, and there just wasn't any.
~

What year was that?

~

I don't remember.
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~

It wasn't during the Depression, was it?

~

No, it really wasn't.

~

After that, yeah.

~

But he took care of the kids here at home.

~

I see.

It was after the Depression.

You kind of had a vacation away for a week?

~
Uh-huh, yeah.
Well, it was just for those four
months, you see, and I was making $150 a month!

Q.

Which was good!

That was good!
That was good!
When we moved up
from--I used to teach up at Lime Kiln, and then we moved-went down to Palisade, and somebody said that there was some
land down there that we could rent real cheap, and it had a
real nice house on it, nice chicken house, and nice garden
spot.
And a lot of open ground, and if we put in tomatoes
in that open ground, we could make real good on it.
A.

I'.:· :·

Well, with the first tomatoes, first load of tomatoes,
we did.
We sold them, and made real good on them.
The next
time we had a picking, you couldn't even give them away!

--

Q.

For heaven's sake!

Why was that?

A.

Well--nobody had any money.

I ' l l tell you somebody else who could tell you a lot
about how they first started, too--that's Mrs. Lough down
here.
Q.
Well, I think that someone mentioned here that
the county fair is coming up, and it sounds like you are,
as usual, going to do something for that.
Is that right?
~

That's right.

Q.
Could you tell me about when you started doing
things for the fair, and how the fair kind of got started
here in Meeker?
~

I don't remember how it got started, but I know
we lived out in the country, and we always had big gardens,
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and we were high up, and had a lot of good stuff, and we
used to always bring our things down to the fair. And we
got a lot of ribbons.
Got a lot of ribbons?
first fair, do you remember?
Q.

Where did they have the

The first fair I remember that we went to was up
here at the intermediate school, down in the basement of
the intermediate school.
A.

~

Down in the basement?

A.

Uh-huh.

Why--was the purpose of the fair to figure out who
had grown the best produce, or the best flowers, or what?
Q.

A.

I think so.

~

See who could do it the best, and get ribbons for

A.

Uh-huh.

that?

~(
~-

;

----

1--

Q.
Did it turn out that different parts of the countryside tend to get most of the ribbons, or--

A.

Oh, I donlt remember.

Q.
You don't remember that? I was wondering if the
soil was better in some places than others?

A.
Like now, at the fairs now, if Rangely brings stuff
up, their stuff is earlier than ours is. Now like our
tomatoes, they're still green. Theirs down there are probably
ripe.
~

So do they always get the ribbons, or--

Well, they get quite a few of them, because their
season is longer.
~

~

It's hotter down there.

A.

Yeah.
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Q.
What else, in addition to food, what other kinds
of things did women start to do for the fair?

A
Well, at first it was mostly just garden and flowers,
and baked stuff, and of course, they've always added to it,
until now it's a real big fair.
Q.

Do they make things like--

A.

Oh, yes, all kinds of things.

Q.

Crochet, guilts?

A.

Yes, and you'd be surprised--

Q.

Sewing, and a lot of things?

A.

All kinds of sewing, and anything new that comes

up, why-Did they ever talk about the purpose of the fair,
Q.
why they decided to start having it, or?

A.

Oh, I don't know.

Q.

It just came up?

A.

Yes.

Q.
Well, Mrs. Service, you have certainly given me
some interesting things today, and I thank you very much
for your time.

A.

Well, I hope it's something you can use.

I'm sure that it is, because the school teachers,
particularly, and their experiences, are very important in
this part of .the country, I think.
~

A.
I think so, too, and it used to be more so than
today, because now the kids are all just going into town.
Q.

There aren't any more one-room school s, much?

A.
Yes.
down there--

The only one there is, is Piceance Creek,
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Q.

Is that the Rock School?

~

Rock School.

Yeah. What do you think of the--you' ve kind of
done some work in the town schools, too. What do you think
are the advantages or disadvantages of the rural school?
Q.

A.
Well, really, I think the youngsters really learn
more in the rural school, you know, that must help them in
later life, you know, be self-reliant, and do things on their
own. Here, they just depend on somebody else to do everything
for them.
~
Yeah. They kind of had to work on their own, because
you were busy with others?

A.

Yes!

Q.

other grades, and other kids.

And then a lot of times, those bigger ones, they'd
A.
have to help the little ones, and that was good for them,
too.
Q.

Good training for them, wasn't it?

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.
And they got some individual attention from you,
that probably they don't get in the bigger public school?

Uh-huh. And then if anybody needed extra help,
then, like I had a girl one time--she couldn't read. She
simply couldn't read. Well, here she'd be in the reading
class, and that would be it. There, she would read four,
or five, or six times a day.
~

~

with you there to--

~
with me there, or she'd have to read to some of
the older ones.

Q.
Some of the older kids, yeah.
learn then--really got it?

A.

You really got it.

So you really did

If you didn't, why--it was
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your own fault!
And say that somebody had trouble with math,
if they couldn't learn their times tables--boy!
I made them
learn their times tables! And if somebody didn't have anything
to do, why, you'd go over there and spend some time with
Johnny on his times tables.
Q.
So you sure could keep better trLlck of WhLl t the
kids were doing.

A.
Oh, yes, you could. And then if anybody was low
on something, why I'd build that up.
It needed to be, sometimes, because--nowadays, they just let it go.
It's terrible!
~

They don't fix it.

A

It's just terrible.

Q.

Well, when you have 30 or 35 people in a class--

A

You can't do it.

~

You just can't do it.

Well, the kids were lucky to have you for all those
years, then.
[laughter]
Thank you very much for your time today.
A.

Yes, yes.

