TRANSCRIPT:

HILDA RAWLINSON

~
(by Julie Jones-Eddy)
This is Julie Jones-Eddy in
Meeker, Colorado, on August 3rd, 1984, visiting in the home
of Hilda Rawlinson this morning, for the project, "Women in
Northwestern Colorado, 1890 to 1940."

How are you this morning, Mrs. Rawlinson?
A.

(by Hilda Rawlinson)

I'm very well, thank you.

~
Good. Mrs. Rawlinson, would you tell me when your
family arrived in northwestern Colorado, and where they
settled?

A
They arrived in 1916--February, 1916, and we settled
in Dry Lake, about 15 miles south of Maybell, Colorado, on a
homestead.
Q.

Well, you came in February.

Wasn't that snowy, cold

and-A
Very cold. The snow was--just the tops of the fence
posts were sticking. There was no wire--you could see no wire
and there was no road, just a trail. We came in on a sled,
with a load of furniture--three loads, I think we had. All
our possessions, from Max, Nebraska.
Q.
I think you said you came on an immigrant car.
that something you could take down to drive?

Was

A

Oh, no--it's on the railroad--it's a railroad car.

~

A railroad car?

Okay.

A.
Your horses, your chickens, your--all of your
possessions was in this car, see, and they call it an immigrant car, which is nothing but a boxcar.
Q.

A
an old
it was
walked
and we

I see.
And we unloaded in Craig. The depot in Craig was
boxcar, and there was no street lights. The conductor-in the middle of the night when we came in, and we
from the train with the conductor--he'd have his lantern,
walked behind on this trail up to our hotel room. Of
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course, my dad had come ahead of us, my mother and I, and my
two sisters--my sisters--my two sisters and my little brother.
We came in the passenger car. And we had to come over Corona
Pass--way up high, and we were stuck in a snow slide--a snow
shed. We sat in this snow shed until they got this snow slide
cleaned off so we could come on, and of course, we got into
Craig--I think it took us two days to come from Max, Nebraska,
which is just across the Colorado line. It took us that ~ong.
And we stayed in Craig the rest of the night, and the next
morning we loaded our sleds and we headed for Maybell.
We
got to the river bridge, Mr. Wilcox's, and we stayed two days
there, to let our teams rest, and then we went on to our-Mr. Wilcox's little cabin that he had close to our homestead,
that my dad had filed on.
So we stayed until March in this little cabin--two rooms,
and then we moved to our homestead, which was nothing but sagebrush.

{;-

~

No house?

~

Nothing.

~

In March?

A.
March. And you started to work. First thing you
did, you got your axe and you chopped the sagebrush--start
in, put your fence. And then you went right on, you know.
~

How long did you live in a tent?

We lived in a tent, I think it was til January the
next year, for that year, from March until January, and it
was very cold, I'll tell you. My dad had to sit up many nights
and keep the fire going so we wouldn't freeze. And, you know,
we didn't have any wood. You know what our wood was? Sagebrush! You cut your sagebrush, and you had to go and haul
your wood from the mountains--your fence posts, you cut your
fence posts.
~

~
Was he building a house through that--from March
to January?

~
You were busy clearing the sagebrush to plant a little
garden, so you'd have something to eat, and you'd have some
food for your horses, and your cows--we didn't have any cows
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at that particular time. And of course we made the dugout,
which is an earth-house, they call them now.
~

For a cellar, or to live in?

To 1 i ve in. That was our home--the dugout, which
was a wonderful thing after living in the tent in the cold-It was very comfortable.
we really appreciated the dugout.
A.

~

And that's what you went through the next winter,

then?
~
We went through the next winter, and the next winter,
I think, and then finally we got the house built, which was an
adobe house--eight-room house, two stories, and we lived in
it two years, I think, and then my dad decided to take up another
homestead, an additional homestead, and go and do it allover
again, so we did!
[chuckles]
~

So you started in the tent again?

~

No, he had a little cabin.

~

Oh, he had a little cabin?

Uh-huh. But first, I want to tell you about the
schools, you know. We had children--there was us kids, and
neighbor kids that had lived there, and their mothers taught
them.
There was no school closer than Maybell, which was
15 miles. Okay, well we had to have a school in this time,
too.
So the school board would furnish the lumber if the people
could build the school house.
So they built the school house,
and we had school.
It wasn't that summer--it was the next
summer, but we got a school, so--I can't remember.
I think we
had about 25 or so kids in this school the next year, you know,
as the homesteaders came in with their children. .s.i1IiX-I"V<>-&_
think there
was 25 or 27, and then gradually then the people· rmed out,
I guess you put it that way. They couldn't make a living,
you know, and they'd leave the country. Well, we left the
country, too, and went to this other homestead, up on Wolf
Mountain, up by Wolf Mountain, rather, and no school again.
So--same procedure--go through building another school house,
because there were other children in the community that didn't
have a school, and their folks were teaching them, you know.
They weren't ~ithout schooling. They were taught by their
~

4

parents.
Q.

Anyhow, then we proved up on that.
Where was Wolf Mountain from--

A.
Well, that's in--it' s about 20 miles from Maybell,
south of Maybell.
It's on the Price Creek road.
Q.
Could you describe to me what the inside was like
in this dugout? How big--what was in there?

A
The dugout was a long building--a hole in the ground,
with a dirt roof, and a dirt floor, and it had windows--two
windows and a door in the end--the south end--it faced the
south, and a partition with curtains. And there was a window
in the back part that give light into the back end, and this
window was built up from the roof, extended up, you know. And
once in a while it would leak, and you got your buckets, and
you would get the leak, you know, maybe it would be in the
middle of your bed, or someplace. And sometimes the dirt would
fall down on your table, and get in the food, but we didn't
pay any attention to that, you know--that was very--but we
were warm, and we always had something to eat. We were never
hungry, we were never cold, and it was very comfortable. We
had a coal stove, wood stove for a kitchen stove, you know,
and our tables, and our chairs, and our beds, and the dressers-two dressers, I think.
Q.
Where did you keep all that furniture when you were
in the tent--it didn't all fit in the tent, did it?

A
Well, no. Our beds in the tent were--what do they
call them--one stacks-Q.

Bunk?

A.
Bunk beds.
I think there were four.
We had four
beds, and we had the stove, and the table, and the rest of it
was, you know, jammed in there somewhere.
~

Jammed ln the tent?

A.

Jammed in there.

~
When you were in the tent, and trying to keep warm
for that--those cold months there, through that year, did you-is that the time when you were taught at home? You didn't
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have a school then?
A
The school got built later, yes, the next year the
school was built.
~
When there was snow during that March and April-I know there's snow in that country during those months, and
certainly in December and January of the following year, and
you were in the tent--did you go out and explore around during
that cold time, or were you just all sort of stuck in the tent
for most of the time?

A
Well, you did your chores, and you--or if you could
get out and cut sagebrush, you had to cut sagebrush to get
your wood-~

To burn, yeah.

A.
And to get that sagebrush out of the way so you could
plow it, and get your garden planted. But, you know, the snow
didn't last too long down in that country.
~

Yeah, it was a little warmer there.

A.

Warmer than this Meeker country.

Well, the thing I'm dying to ask you is--I know the
children, as you were a child there--they adjust to new things
like that pretty well.
I'm wondering about your mother, who
came from Nebraska. How did she feel about this really rugged
way of getting settled?
~

A
Well, she did what she had to do. She fed us and
took care of us, and did our dirty washing and all--everything
there is to do, you know. There wasn't much housework, because
there wasn't much room, but we all had to work, and get the
sagebrush off. That was the main thing.
~

The main thing?

A

And she was right there.

~

Where did you get your water?

A

We had to haul it.

6

Q.

How far?

A.
We hauled it from the neighbor's for a while, and
then we went to--up on the side of Juniper Mountain there's
a wonderful spring. They called it Red Rock spring, and we
hauled our water from there.

U

How far was that?

~

Probably four miles, five.

U

How did you haul it, and how often?

A.

Well, I don't remember how often.

We just had some

barrels.
U

You hauled first with barrels and horses and a wagon?

A.
Uh-huh, and then another homesteader, the Frank Coleman
family had corne in, and homesteaded south of us, joining us,
and he happened to have a tank that would hold--held about 50
gallon, and we would borrow the tank and haul--well, in the
meantime, we had built a cistern, and got this cistern and we
would fill that cistern with this tank, and then he could haul
his water, see. That's the way we got our water.

U
But your water was never in the--did you get the
water in the house?

Never, never any water in the home--no wa ter in the
house. And the water was always carried uphill, because the
well was built--or dug down at the foot of the hill, and our
house was on the side of the hill, so we always packed water
uphill.
A.

U

That was a good job for the kids, I'll bet?

~

That was always the kids'

job.

Q.
I think you I ve told me about some of the chores that
you did through those years. Are there any other kinds of
chores, either outside or inside that stick in your mind, that
you spent a lot of time doing--either did like, or didn't like?
~
You did it whether you liked it or not! Because it
had to be done, and everybody had to work. We all had to milk
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cows. We milked cows, and had the cream separator, and we had
to milk the cows and separate the cream, and this was all before
we'd go to school, now. You did this before you went to school,
and you washed the dishes. But.
~
Were there chores that the boys normally did, and
chores that the girls did, or was that intermixed?

A
Seems like we always had to work together--boys and
girls.
I was the oldest--of course, I always had to take the
boys' part.
~

Because you were the oldest?

A
I was the oldest, and then I had a brother that was
oldest--my oldest brother was next to me. But we always had
to be out and take a man's place.
Q.
When you were--when you finally got things kind of
going, and you had the house, and you had stock, and this,
that and the other, did you do some of those things that one
does on a ranch outside, in the summer, particularly?

A
With the stock?
fence, and.
~

Oh, yes, everybody helped build

Herd stock, or go find them, or bring them home?

A
Yeah, that was always my job.
the cowboy.

I was always the flunkie,

Q.

Right.

A

Breaking horses, and all that good stuff.

~

You broke horses?

A.

That was always my job.

Q.

It was?

A
oldest.

Why not your brothers?

Did they, too?

Well, yes, they did, too, but you know, I was the

~

So you were better able to work?

A.

And .

. I don't know why, but

I

always had to--

8

that was my job.
Q.

Did you have hay or plant any crops?

A.
Oh, yes. That was our job, to mow hay--plow first.
You do the plowing first.
Q.

You did that too?

A.

Oh, yes.

Q.

Tell me how you did that?

A.
The plowing? Okay.
It was with a walking plow,
two horses hooked to it, and you walked behind it, and you
held those handles, I guess you've seen a walking plow. And
plow the sagebrush--it was a lot of fun.
Q.

How did you mow?

A.
Well, you had an old mower--a horse mower, with two
horses on it.
):

-:r--

f

t.·.·.·..•'.·.-.·_·

~

Q.

Did you bale it or--

A.

Oh, nO I oh no, we didn't have any baling.

~

You just put it in the pasture?

~
We had it in--and you didn't have the--you pitched
it onto the wagon with a fork, and Mother and I and all of us
would all get out and pitch the hay, and load it onto the wagon
and haul it to the stack, and you stacked it. You had to pitch
it off, stack it, and go back and get another load.
~
You know, these days they're so concerned about,
when they've got their bales on the ground, they don't want
it to rain, because then they start to rot. You didn't have
any covering for those stacks?

A.

Oh, no, no.

~
Were they--I mean when they got rained on and everything, was that-~

They were just rained on.
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Q.

Just rained on?

It didn't cause any problems?

A
Well, I guess not.
couldn't worry about it.

We didn't worry about it--you

~
Well, they weren't so compacted, like a bale is,
so maybe the air got in there a little better.

What did you wear during those years for clothes?
Well, we mostly wore dresses, but when I worked outside, I wore knickers--they called them knickerbockers. You
know, that my mother used to make. They are--they come down
to your knees, and they had a band on it, with a button on
the side.
I have a picture of them. That's what I wore mostly.
A.

Q.

Did she make these by hand--were they hand-sewn?

A
Oh, yes. And bonnets--she always made our bonnets
and hats and so forth.
Q.

Did you wear anything on your head when you were out

working?
A.

Oh, yes.

Oh, yes, you had something on.

~

So you wouldn't get sunburned?

A.

Oh, yes.

Women always wore hats in those days.

~

Not so much for the sun, but just because you're
supposed to wear hats?
A.
Well, that was the way it was.
girls, we always had our hats, which .

Women and little

~
It must have been one that tied on, if you were working that hard.

A.

No.

~

How did it stay on?

A.
[laughter]
she'd made.

Mine would fly off!

Well, it stayed!

It was just a hat that

-r-_
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So it was made out of material, and kind of fit around

~

your head?
A.

Well, it would come out, to keep the sun off.

~
Did you have other clothes to wear to school--special
clothes, very many, or a few?

A
Well, all homemade--we always wore dresses, never
pants to school.
Q.

Was your school winter or summer?

A

It was winter, you know, start in May and .

Q.

How far was the school from your house?

A.
It wasn't very far, because my dad had given the
land to the school, the little school, but it was about center,
you know, for all the children in the community.

I'm sure the winter, with the snow and this, that and
the other, and wearing dresses--it just seems to me like you'd
be kind of cold to walk or horseride to school?
~

A
Well, it probably was, but we had to walk--it wasn't
very far.
~

You don't have any horrible memories of that?

A.
No.
But when they got the new homestead, and the
new school, the second school, then the children had to go
farther, probably a mile and a half, maybe two miles to school,
and they would either go horseback or most of the time, or
maybe they'd go in a sled. And then they would wear--that
was after I was working--well, out, for other people.
~

Uh-huh, but they would have probably blankets and--

A

Yeah, they'd have their blankets, and .

~

Was it colder up on--

A

It was colder, uh-huh.

~

What did you say about hay?
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A.

They would have hay in the sled, you know, and they
could sit in the hay and then the horses ate the hay during
the day, and then they didn't have anything to come home.
Q.

So it was colder on the way home?

A.

[laughter]

~

with all this work that you did, do you have any
memory of playing and having a good time, during those years?
A.

Oh, sure.

Q.

What did you do?

A
We all had fun.
We played cards at night, games,
went to dances, and things like that.
~

Where did you have the dances?

A
Well, maybe we'd ride 15 or so miles into Maybell to
a dance, a bunch of us, horseback, dance all night, ride home,
get home in time for breakfast, and go to work.
~

With no sleep?

A.
With no sleep, because Dad always had something figured
out after a dance, he thought we were so ambitious we could
dance all night, we could work the next day--and we always
did!
You must have done-~were you some distance from a
doctor in either of these places?
Q.

A
There was a doctor that lived out east of Maybell,
Dr. Wheeler.
He lived on a ranch out by the river bridge,
the Yampa River, right west of that.
That was the nearest
doctor, but of course we never went to a doctor--we never had
a doctor.
~
Well, do you remember illnesses or emergencies, or
accidents--things that happened and home remedies that people
knew about to take care of those things?

A
Well, my mother had three children after we came
to the homestead, down at the first homestead Marjory, my

12

sister Marjory was born in the dugout. And our neighbor lady,
Mrs. Sultz, lived down about two miles from us.
She took care
of Mother, delivered my sister, and that was the way.
She didn't have any problems--the delivery and everything went pretty much as expected?
~

A
Uh-huh. My mother had nine children, and she was
never in the hospital, until the week before she passed away,
when she was 84.
~
She must have had children pretty easily. You hear
these days about so many complications with--you know.

A.
Uh-huh.
Don't you think it's our food, and the way
we live, and things like that? I don't think work hurts anybody.
~

I think hard work probably kept everybody's muscles--

A

Everybody is in tune.

~

In tune--so that you could have children, maybe more

easily.
A
Well, the same way with cattle.
If you take an old
cow and keep her locked up, she's going to have trouble calving.
And we found out with our cattle as we went on--these old cows
that have a mountain to climb and go to roost under a cedar
tree have no trouble having their calves, so why wouldn't it be
the same with a woman?

a

We just don't work--

A.

We baby ourselves too much.

~
Well, we don't have the opportunity to work as hard,
I think, as they used to. Maybe the physical exercise they're
encouraging these days might be better.

A

Well, I don't think it hurts a woman to work.

Well, some women, you know, work in offices, and-we have all of our modern appliances at home, so the opportunity
really isn't there, like in your circumstance, the opportunity
was there!
~
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A.
We had to do it, whether we wanted to or not, because
we had it to do.
~

Yeah, that's right.

A

There was nothing else.

Do you remember any other phy sical problems that
people had--colds or pneumonia, or cuts or anything like that,
where your mother had to have some kind of horne remedies that
would fix those problems?
Q.

A
Always the turpentine bottle was the main thing.
If you had a cut, run a wire through your foot, or what--one
time I did that.
I jumped off of the horse--I was barefooted.
We always had to go barefooted in the summer time. And I ran
this wire clear through my foot--I could hardly pull it out.
Well, that was the first thing. We went and poured it full of
turpentine and that was--there was no tetanus shots, because
it happened in the barn.
If there was anybody going to have
tetanus, I should have had it. But just the turpentine was
all that was--and it healed up with no trouble.
~

Did you have many colds?

A

There again, was your turpentine and lard.

Q.

What did you do with that?

A.
You rubbed it on your neck if you had a sore throat,
and if your throat was really sore, why, you had to have a
little--maybe a little turpentine, or just a little bit on a
sugar and-~

For a cough?

A.
Uh-huh, and also for parasites. Well, if a child
had parasites--and you know what parasites are-~
Yeah, but I don't think we have too much of that
trouble these days.

A

Oh, yes, we do.

Q.

We do?

A

They say 90 percent of us have parasites.
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~

Well, how do they know it?

A.

And don't know it.

~

How do the children know they have it?

A.
would--

~-

~

~..

Well, I know--my mother would see them.

Q.

Worms?

A.

Worms!

Q.

Ah

A.

All that was worms.

Q.

Okay.

•

Maybe they

. okay!

Okay, what she'd give was--she'd get a spoon of sugar
and put about five drops of turpentine in it, and how often
she gave it to us--that I don't remember--I think maybe once
or twice or every so--maybe after so many days after the first
dose, and then have a second dose because of eggs that had hatched.
A.

Q.

For Pete's sake!

A.

That was amazing.

Boy, that turpentine was--

....•..••..........•...

Q.
Really good stuff. Okay. When you were--oh, 17 or
18 years old, along in there, and you were looking at the rest
of your life, thinking probably you wouldn't stay at home on
your parents' ranch all the time, what did you kind of think
about your life at that point? Did you have any ideas, or what?
~
Not really. At that time, I was working out a lot
of the time, as I told you, when a neighbor, or somebody in
the community, or maybe as far as Maybell, had a baby, after
the baby was delivered, I came in, and took care of the baby,
the mother, the children--other children that happened to be
in the fmaily, did the cooking, the housework, the washing,
the ironing, the canning, the baking--everything that the mother
did, I came in and did for her, and she paid me five dollars a
week.

~

How· long did you stay in that house?
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A
Well, I'd probably--well, they kept the mother in
bed--she's supposed to stay in bed, you know, until at least
a week, so I would stay there probably two weeks, maybe, and
help.
Q.

How old were you when you started that?

A

I was probably IS, maybe the first one, 16.

Q.

How long did you continue to do that sort of thing?

A.

Um •

Q.

Wha t happened when you were 18?

A

I worked at st. Mary's Hospital for one year.

~

In Grand Junction?

A.

In Grand Junction, and then I got married in 1926.

~

How old were you?

A.

Twenty.

Q.

Twenty.

A.

Yes.

~

What did you and he decide to do after you got

. until I was, oh .

.18 .

You met your husband in Grand Junction?

married?
Delano, California.

A.

We moved to California,

Q.

What did he do there?

A

He worked on a ranch.

~

Why didn't you stay here and work on a ranch?

A
Well, there was no--this was a big fruit ranch.
The
Aero Fruit Company_ About 3500 acres of grapes, oranges--all
kinds of fruit.
And I worked in the fruit packing, and he irrigated.
Q.

Oh? '

f,
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~
He got 40 cents an hour, and we worked piecework in
the fruit, and we would work maybe from June until November,
in all the different kinds of fruit, and we worked piecework.
Maybe it was three to four cents a box or a lug, they called
them at that time, which was 30 pounds for grapes or plums,
or apricots, or whatever it happened to be.

~

How long did you stay there and do that?

~

We were there six years.

~
What did you think about--I mean, you really got away
from northwestern Colorado then. How did you feel about being
there and doing that, as opposed to what you had grown up with?
Did you want to come back? Did you like that better?

A.

Well, about that time, in 1931, the Depression hit-okay. What did that mean? That meant that everybody's wage
was cut in half. Okay. He was getting forty cents an hour,
and it was cut to 20 c~nts an hour. So we had saved a little
money, and said, "Well, we don't have to work for 20 cents an
hour, we'll go and buy this old ranch." Or we had bought it,
and we moved to the old ranch, and worked for a lot less!
Q.

Where is the old ranch?

A.

Price Creek.

Q.

You came back to Colorado and bought the old ranch?

A.

Yes, and

Q.

Were you glad that you came back?

I

still have the old ranch.

A.
I think so. We've had lots of hard times, you know-we had--if we had of had some rain, our times wouldn't have
been so bad, but we had to scrape many times, to find enough
food, hay to feed our cows and our horses, and raise a little
garden.
~

There wasn't any way to irrigate?

~

Oh, no, on Price Creek.

~

Where's the water?

~

Well, we had a spring.

We had a big spring about a
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mile below the house.
It was piped down, but it was froze up
all winter, you know, so you hauled it--you hauled your water.
Q.

Could you irrigate your garden in the summer?

k

Oh, no--there wasn't that much.

~

There wasn't that much?

A.

Rains, uh-huh.

You had to depend on the

rain?
It would freeze up.

Do you remember how the cycles went, like how many
years of drought you'd have, and then several years was pretty
good rain? Was that how it went?
~

k
I think so. Maybe there would be three or four years,
maybe, that would be pretty good, and then we'd have another
dry spell of two or three years.
~

Did you lose stock and so on, through those dry years?

A.
Well, we milked cows, five or six cows. We had a
little bunch of sheep, and our loss was always be from the coyotes
and the bobcats, and mountain lions.
~

They ate your stock?

k
Uh-huh, our sheep. And bear--there's some bear there.
We'd see their signs, you know.
Was there any way that you--any steps that you took
to prevent that from happening--to catch the coyotes or mountain
lions, or
~

r···

A.

Well,.

~

Or you just tried to watch your sheep?

k
You tried to watch them, but that was impossible.
We had these cyanide guns they put out, you know, with a charge
of cyanide and the maybe some wool on it, with some scent so
the coyote would come, and when he'd grab this wool, you know,
thinking he could eat that, well, then, a charge of cyanide
went into his mouth, and it was supposed to have killed him.
Finally I think the government outlawed that.
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~

Did you kill a lot--I mean, did you get a lot of

coyotes?
~

No, not really.

~

When was your daughter born?

~

November the 22nd, 1926.

~

Where were you living?

~

In Delano, California.

~

In California?

How old was she when you came back?

She was about five, six.
the first year.
~

~

She went to school--

~

Price Creek.

She went to school, I think,

Price Creek--to the Price Creek School?

!

~
I

A.
there.
~

And she continued on and finished her tenth grade

It went through tenth grade?

~
It went through the tenth grade at Price Creek, and
she also took her music lessons there at the school.

~

They had a music teacher?

We had--the teacher taught music, along with the other-all the other grades.
~

So she gave music lessons in addition to teaching
all day long?
~

~

Uh-huh.

When you were first there as a lS-year-old, how did-after they got the school built, how did they get a teacher?
~

A.

Well, the school district furnished the teacher,
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and I think the teacher got $65 a month.
Q.

Where did the teacher live?

She boarded with a neighbor. Eu t when we moved to
Price Creek I used to board the teacher.
A.

~

All the time, then--they just stayed with you?

&

Well, we had a neighbor that taught school, too.

~
Oh, uh-huh. Did the school district pay a family
that was boarding the teacher anything?

A.

No. Nothing. The teacher had to pay it, and she got
$75 a month, and she paid me $15 a month to--for room and board,
and we furnished her a horse to ride to school, which was a
mile down .
Q.

Down the way?

A.

Uh-huh.

~
Are there any stories that your mother told you about
her life in this area as you were growing up--things happened to
her that later on she told you about?

&
Yes. This is a neighbor lady that came to her homestead
in Dry Lakes, right south of the Dry Lakes Reservoir is where her
homestead was.
Q.
Wait a minute.
[loud noise]
that story about your mother.

Just go right head with

A.
This is the neighbor lady that lived by the Dry Lakes
Reservoir. This was in 1918, the flu epidemic. They had moved
to this homestead and they lived in their tent, and I think this
was in March. She took sick and she died. She was in the family
way. She had this child, and she passed away, there in her tent.
Okay, we have no undertakers, no preachers, no--nothing. The
neighbor lady, Mrs. Sultz, had delivered my mother's--my sister-came and my mother helped her. They took care of this lady after
she passed away, and the neighbors had built the coffin, and they
put Mrs. Mourrey--her name was Mourrey--away. Mother had to help,
you know, dress her and get her ready for burial. And they had
the funeral. This Mrs. Su1tz's husband was a sort of a minister.
He sort of preached, you know, and they had the funeral, and of
course, she told us all about it, you know, and my mother was a
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bit skeptical about being in where this flu was, because she was
in the family way, and my sister was born in August of that year,
so she was afraid for herself, but she went and helped.
Well, this little lady was buried on the hillside there by
the old Dry Lakes Reservoir, and Ellie Gary and my brother were
going to--now I don't know if they did or not--put a fence around
her grave on this hillside.
~

What happened to her other chldren after she was gone?

A.
The other two--she had two boys in school, and they came
to our house, and they stayed with us, and they went to school.
~
So the father felt he couldn't take care of them, after
she was gone?

~
No, they had to--well, they eventually went back to
Nebraska, where they came from.
But the boys finished that year
of school with us.
There again, we--you got no compensation,
you know--you took care of them because they needed care.

~

That's what everybody in the community did?

A.

Nobody charged anybody.

;

r

Because you might need it next year--right?
~
Yeah.
Our place was always a stopping place for anybody that came through the country.
~

There was always food and--

~
There was always food and a bed--maybe it wasn't too
much, but they never left hungry, or cold.
~
There probably wasn't too much of an opportunity to
have clubs or things of that kind when you were in your teens
and early twenties, because there was so much work to do.
Did
anything like that develop?

A.
I think it was in 1933 or '4, the Home Demonstration
Clubs came into being in Colorado, or in this area. And I was
one of the--belonged to one of the first clubs in Rio Blanco
County, but I did live in Moffat County at that time--in 1934.
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Our little club was organized on Strawberry Creek, my neighbor
invited me to come.
It was the second meeting they--this little
club had had, so I was one of their charter members--the second
time they had met. And the name of this little club was the
Harmony Club, and it went for a good many years, and we had
lots--many good lessons on home demonstration work.
They call
it extension work now, but in the beginning it was called home
demonstration work. And we all learned a lot from this work.
Who started this in this area--do you know? Not a
person, necessarily, but who thought this up? How did it get
here?
Q.

A.
Clara Anderson, from Fort Collins, was the Home
Demonstration--State Home Demonstration Agent, and it was Clara
Anderson that started it.

Do you know why it was started?

Q.

A.
Well, I don't know why, only tha t--a little higher
education for the women is what I think. Things that we needed
to know, learn.

And you did learn things that you didn't know how to

~

do before?
Oh, sure, you know, they came from the college. We
got the experts from Fort Collins would come, and each club
would have their project leader, they were called. And we would
go and get these lessons from these teachers from Fort Collins-they would teach us to do whatever it was we wanted.
A.

Q.

Do you tell them what you wanted to learn, or--

Perhaps you did, uh-huh.
interested in.
A.

Q.

Whatever subjects you were

Could you tell me what some of those were?

A.
Oh, any--everything. Canning--everything in home
work.
Sewing--all kinds of sewings, and--oh, just anything
you can think of.
Q.

Baking?

A

Baking--anything.

Fairs, and things like that.

-~
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It's all educational, you know.
Q.

Is that how the County Fair kind of got started?

A.
County fair.
I have some pictures of the first County
Fair in Moffat County, from the old homestead place.
~
Oh. And that--wasn't that one of the first opportunities that women had to get together and kind of share ideas
about how one does all these things? Was that the first chance
that you had to meet and--

A.

I think so.

Q.

Get together?

A.

Dh-huh.

Q.

Why did you decide to have fairs?

That provided that opportunity?

Well, this goes back to the old homestead days. We
used to maybe grow a great big pumpkin, or a big watermelon,
or a big, red--big beet, or whatever, you know, and they thought
it would be fun to everybody go to Maybell--that's where it
was held. And we'd all take their big pumpkin or whatever.
It was nothing--no set rules about a fair.
Well, we'd all bring
our best, you know, and it was beautiful, and put them up, you
know, and take a picture of it, and that's how the fairs got
started in Moffat County.
I don't know when they went on, then,
I suppose it was from that--those things.
A.

~ --

r

o-

~

I'm sure it was. Did the women also--did that encourage women to make sewing projects, like embroidery, or quilts,
or-A

Painting, textile painting--we did a lot of that.

~

So really, knowing the fair was coming up was what
spurred you on to do these things-A

Dh-huh, sure.

~

You had to take something to the fair, was that it?

Well, we had our set rules from Fort Collins how to,
you know, prepare our booths. We had competition.
I was in
A.
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competition with everybody that brought stuff.
We were all
in competition, and the best ones, that was judged the best,
of course, got the blue ribbon, the second, red ribbon, and
the third, white ribbon.
In cakes, soap, anything you can think
of--butter.
Q.

Soap?

A.

Soap.

Q.

Did you make your own?

A.

Absolutely!

Q.

Tell me how?

A.

Well, you used--I generally used lard, plain old grease.

Q.

From what?

~ ~

A.
From sheep, you know, we'd butcher our sheep, and
we'd use the tallow, or from--we always used the lard, you know,
we used that to cook with. We never bought any oil.
~

From the sheep--the lard?

~
No, from a hog--pigs--we always had our own hogs,
you see, to make our own bacon, sausage, and ham, and all that
bacon, and all that good stuff--and we can't buy it any more
that tastes like that.

Q.

You cured it?

A.

Oh, and you wanted to know how to make soap?

Q.

Yeah.

~
Well, you used lard, you know, a can of lard to so
many pounds of--wait a minute, a can of lye to so pounds of
lard, or grease. And if I used the mutton tallow, I had a beautiful soap flakes.
I'd stir this lard after, and that would
put the air into this soap, and it would--finally, as it got
cooler and cooler, it looked like Ivory soap flakes--beautiful.

Q.
Oh I hmmmm. How did you--did your mother--how much
lye to how much tallow? You learned that as you--
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A
The recipe--there's a recipe.
I believe it was six
pounds of tallow to a can of lye--I think that was the way it
was.
One time we had a Home Demonstration lesson on making soap,
and we had a Hobo Party out at the old ranch--the old Price
Creek Ranch, and I had two clubs--one from Maybell and one from
Strawberry. We all met together, and everybody brought their
stick--hobo, you know, and we made soap--this was our fun.
~
Now--did you make the soap the way you knew how to
make it, or did the Home Demonstration Agent--

A.
No, she wasn't there, no-- it was just us women.
our two clubs, uh-huh.

Just

~
How often did you just meet together, and do things
like that together, and then how often did you have an agent
come and show you something new?

A.

It was generally once a month.

~

That the agent came?

A.
Uh-huh. Or maybe--whenever we wanted a project lesson,
whenever she was available.
Q.

Available, then she would come?

A.

Uh-huh.

~

Did you make quilts?

A.

Quil ts?

Q.

Did you make them together or individually at home?

A

Individually.

Yes.

By yourselves, yeah.
or mostly just for home-~

A.

Jus t for home.

Q.

To keep warm?

Did you make them for the fair,
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~
There's lots of quilts at the fair, and to this day,
there's lots of quilts at the fair.

Q.

But you had to make them alone?

A.

But you had to make your own, yeah.

When you made yours at horne to use, did you pay· any
attention to the design, or you just got a bunch of pieces stuck
together so you'd have something warm?
Q.

~
Well, I generally pieced blocks.
many quilts.
I think three of my nice .

I never pieced very

Q.

That was enough for what you needed?

A.

Yes.

Q.

How did you do that?

I always put wool.

We had sheep, so--

A.
Well, generally something--you butchered a sheep, or
one died, or something, you skinned it, and I generally clipped
the wool off myself, and washed it, and I didn't know how to
card it, but I just kind of pulled it apart and placed it
together and made a mat out of it--batt, we called them.
Q.

Uh-huh.

And you just sew that inside the little

squares?

l·

v---

;.---

~

Uh-huh, and then I quilted it.

Q.

Those were warm, I'll bet.

A.

I still have them.

::t
Q.
You still have them?
just keep them?

Do you use them any more, or

~

I sleep on it every winter.

Q.

You do?

~

I put it under my sheets in the winter time.

~

Dh?

~

And a wool quilt on top of me, uh-huh, every winter.

And that--
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A couple of questions that I'm interested in sort of
as a comparative thing between when you were growing up and
how things are today in our culture. One of them--both of them-I'll put them both together, and maybe we can do it that way.
~

What was the community's attitude toward divorce during
the years when you were a younger woman, and what was the attitude towards women who continued to work after marriage?
What do you think about those things, too?
A.
Well, I don't know about the community's attitudes,
but there wasn't the amount of divorce that we have today, very
few people ever divorced. But my attitude towards that is the
fact that I think too many women today think that--"Well, there's
not enough money, I have got to get out and work, and make some
money."
Where I think if she had jumped in and helped her
husband to do--make the living at home, rather than to get out
and work, I think that there would be less divorces now because
of that.

What do you think about women who just--I have talked
to women who are older, who never did like housework and cooking
and things like that, and they just liked accounting, or whatever, and they just would rather have done that, not necessarily
for the money, but that's just what made them happy. What do
you think about that?
Q.

~
Ir·•.:••
;

t

f

>

A.
Well, I think it's a little bit selfish, myself. Now,
it's not a matter of what I like to do--sometimes we have to do
lots of things that we don't like to do, you know, but we do it,
to help the general cause of our family--taking care of our
family and--I don't know, that's the way I've always felt, that
it was my job to help.
Well, I have found that I did many things that I didn't
particularly like to do, but it was necessary that I do them.
I don't particularly like to get out and dig in the dirt, and
everything like that, but I do enjoy it after I get started
to do things that I don't like to do, but I found it was always
necessary to get out and do--well, whatever it is. Maybe I
go out and help my husband feed cows, or help put up the hay,
or whatever there is to be done.
I didn't think it was
my job to do, but I think it was my job to help him if I--if
I could--if he needed the help.
I didn't want him to depend
on me to do it, and him take off and go to town--I don't
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think that's right.
~

A
trouble.
Q.

Are there some husbands who do do that?
I think so, lots of them, and that gets them into
And the women--

A.
Both ways--it works both ways.
the same thing.
Q.

The woman will do

So it's better if you both work together?

A.
If you both work together, if you both go to town,
or do whatever--do things together.

Do things together. That brings up a question. Do
you have any particular one or few memories that stand out in
your mind about something that you and either of your husbands
did together?
Q.

A.

Work or play?

Q.

Work, play, whatever?

Well, my husband used to like to fish, and I was never
much of a fisherman, but I'd always go with him, and we always
had lots of fun.
He said I could fish all day in one spot and
never catch a fish, but I--every once in a while, a fish would
make a mistake, and I'd catch him!
[laughter]
I gave the
encouragement!
A.

Q.
You have been a helping person, and someone who's
done a great deal for other people, and worked very hard. Are
there any--has there ever been time for you to pursue some kind
of personal hobby--just something you like to do for yourself?

A
Well, I took up art in different phases, but I particularly like oil painting. I've done a little of it--sold a few
pictures, appreciatethem--appreciate the sale.
. Oh, and
I have one particular picture that I am really proud of.
It
was a picture of Mr. John Dade, who used to 1 i ve in Meeker a
few years ago--a good many years ago. He was our mail carrier.
~

Do you have that?
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A

I made--I sold four pictures of Mr. Dade and I'm-oh, I sold three, and I'm on my fourth one.
I'm painting for
myself.
Q.

For you to keep?

A.
For me to keep, and it's of the old Price Creek Post
Office, and he was the mail carrier. He was the mail carrier,
and he had an old team of mules, that he drove from Meeker to
Maybell, and I had the little Price Creek Post Office in Price
Creek.
It's a picture of him.
~

I'd like to see it.

A.

Okay.

Q.
You had one daughter, and since she was a daughter,
and not a son, did you have any particular ideas or hopes for
her life in light of your experiences as she grew up?

A.
Well, when she was in high school, she thought that
she would like to be a veterinary. Okay, after she got out
of high school, I wanted her to go to college, and she didn't
know--she didn't want to go, and she gave up the veterinary
idea, so she went to Grand Junction, and got a job in the-first she taught two--I wanted her to really be a school teacher.
And we went to Denver, and she took the teachers' examination
at the capitol building, and she passed. And she taught school
for two years, or three, and then she decided she didn't want
to be a school teacher--it was too much of a hassle, between
the parents and the children.
So she quit, and she went to
Grand Junction, and she went into the united States Bank, and
she worked at the bank for five years, and then she quit and
she moved back to Meeker, and she's been in the First National
Bank--oh, about 27 years, I guess now. She's still in the banking.
I'm proud of her.
~

I'll bet you are--that's kind of a complicated thing

to do.
Can you tell me who were the people who most influenced
your life?
A
Well, I think probably the teachers, and a good many
people that I worked for had a lot of influence, you know, have,
I think.
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Q.

You say people you've worked for?

What did you--

You learn a lot from different people. You never
meet anybody that you can't learn anything from--that's what
I have found.
A.

Q.
What were some of these people--who were these people
you worked for and what did you do there?

A.
Well, whatever--maybe I was taking care of a lady
with a baby. There was always something I learned there, and
our Home Demonstration, I think had a lot of influence, and
. well, just nearly everybody, you know. You learned things
from different people, and they have some influence on your
life.
Q.
What are the things in your life from which you have
derived the most satisfaction?

Satisfaction? Well, I think that my art work--I could
get lost with that--you could forget everything and just absorb,
and hope that this picture's going to turn out like you want
it, but it never does. You're never--don't seem to be ever
satisfied--there's a little something that's lacking. Why can't
I do it?
A.

~

Well, that's the reason you keep doing it, right?

~

Trying, uh-huh.

~
Yeah. Would you have--do you have anything you would
call major disappointment in your life?

Not really. You J re disappointed when you lose your
loved ones--that's the biggest disappointment. That's a natural
thing, but we-A.

Q.

We have to put up with that, don't we?

What was the saddest time in your life--would you say that
was the same?
A.

Tha t same.

~

How long has your second husband been gone?

A.

1972--August, 1972.
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Q.

A little over--well, 12 years?

A.

Uh-huh.

What are the things that you wish you had had the
opportunity to do in your life, and for whatever reason, didn't
do them?
Q.

A.
Well, I think I've done nearly everything that I really
wanted to do.
Q.

Good.

~

If I don't, I try.

Q.

Have yourself to blame?

A.

Have myself to blame!

[laughter]

Q.
Well, Mrs. Rawlinson, thank you very much for this
interview, and I am looking forward to seeing some of your paintings.

~-
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A.

Thank you--I' 11 show them to you.

Q.

Okay.

