TRANSCRIPT:

OMA JENSEN GRAHAM

(by Julie Jones-Eddy)
This is Julie Jones-Eddy,
in
Meeker, Colorado, on August 21st, 1984, visiting this morning
in the homeof Mrs. Oma Graham, for the project, "Women in Northwestern Colorado, 1890 to 1940."
~

How are you this morning, Mrs. Graham?
A.

(by Oma Graham)

Can't complain.

Can't complain? That's good. Well, I wonder when
and how your mother arrived in northwestern Colorado?
Q.

A
Well, they came from Saratoga. She was the only
child, and there was Bill Hackett and his wife, Oma, and Charlie
Cunningham, and they brought three wagons, and then the Sewells,
the Bill Sewells, Bill and Lucinda Sue, their oldest daughter,
Lilian, a son, Ted, a daughter, Beatrice, and they all came
from Saratoga, Wyoming by wagon.
And when they moved to Blue Mountain, why the Mobleys
were already there on Three Spring s.
Q.

What year was this?

A.

This was 1902, in September of 1902.

Earlier you gave me a description of what that country
was like, who was there, and what it was like when they got
there?
Q.

A.
Well, when they came there at that time, why, it
was mostly wild horses, wild cattle, and wolves. That was-Q.

About it?

A
About it. And they had a lot of wild horse traps.
There were some good wild horses in those days, and a lot of
people were running wild horses, and they had what we called
wild horse traps.
~

So they could catch them and train them?

A.

Uh-;-huh, yeah.
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Q.

What was the nearest settlement or town?

A.
Oh, brother, I don't know.
to Rifle for supplies.
Q.

SO that must have been it?

A.

I guess so.

I know they used to send

Do you know how long it took them to get to Rifle
and back home?
Q.

A
Well, I would say, one, two, three, four days--at
least four days to Rifle, and four days back, probably were
gone about nine or ten days.
Q.
So that was a while.
did they stay home?

A.

Did the women go along, or

Well, usually they stayed home and took care of what

was there.
~
Were there--did your mother ever mention that there were
Indians left over at that particular time?

A
Oh, yes. They killed a dog of mine, old sandy, when
I was about two and a half years old. We came by through an
Indian camp at the lower end of the place, and of course, my
dad was raised with the Indians, he came from Jensen, Utah,
and Jensen is named after my grandad. He run a ferry four
miles below Jensen bridge now. And so Dad was more or less
raised with the Indians. And we came through. And, of course,
Indians love fat dogs. And we got started on the way, and
looked back, and the dog wasn't there. So Mother and I came
on, went on to the cabin, and Dad went back, and they'd already
killed the dog.
~

Did they eat it?

A

Oh, sure they ate it!

~

Was there--there were deer, then, in that area?

Yeah, that's what they ate,

yeah.

A
Well, they mentioned mostly antelope. They said
there was some deer, but they mentioned mostly antelope.
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However, while I was growing up there, I never saw an antelope.
The deer came.
Q.

Oh, I see.

Did the Indians come through there to

hunt?
A
Yes, they'd get off the reservation and--well, lot
of them was leaving the reservation, you know. They'd get
belligerent and decide to move, and when we had the homestead
there at Connie Springs, one time we looked up, and thank heavens
we had the reservoir full, because the Indians always had a
bunch of horses, and if we hadn't had the reservoir full, they'd
have run out of water, and I don't mean maybe.
I don't know how
many there were of them, but I had never seen so many Indians,
and of course, Dad knew the most of them, and they went on then
about a quarter of a mile from the house and camped overnight.
But then they'd go and round them up and take them back.
Q.

They'd come and get them again?

A.

Yeah.

They'd come and get them again, uh-huh.

Did your mother tell you anything about what it was
like when she first got there and how they lived, when did
they get a house built, or what it was like when you just landed
in a place?
Q.

~
Well, the only thing was that they did bring rough
board enough for a cabin, and for a roof, and I think we had
just two windows that they brought.

Q.

So they got that up?

~

They got that up, uh-huh.

Q.

What did your father do--did he ranch, or raise crops?

A.
No, he was. a cowboy, and he worked for--he and old
Cy Bailey and Jack Bailey and a lot of those fellows, well,
Dad was working for the Lazy Y, and catching wild cattle, and
you roped the wild cattle, and hobbled them until they got
gentle, and you branded them, and branded for whoever you were
working for, like the Lazy Y. Of course, I'm sure that a few
of them branded some of their own, but they only got a dollar
a head for all these wild cattle.

a

Oh, my goodness!

That's not much, is it?
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A
dollar.

No, it isn't, but then in those days a dollar was a

Well, if you raised a garden and you provided most of
your own food, so then you didn't need so much money?
~

Well, I suppose that they did, but then when you
first got settled, you sure couldn't do anything until next
spring.
They had to bring enough groceries with them to do.
Of course, you had your antelope, and things like that. And
so you had your meat. But then of course, they brought canned
food from Saratoga, Wyoming.
A.

Q.
Did your mother tell you--you remember that she told
you about any special incidents or something that happened
that really made an impression on her, that she told you about
later?

A.
Well, when I was born, I went to the--had a spring
wagon and my grandparents lived at Jensen, and the ferry had
gone out that spring--this was 1909, and of course, Dad was
raised on the river, and so was my uncle, so Uncle Jens just
came over and got mother, and what things she had in the boat
and Dad swam his team across where the old ferry used to be.
Then after I was born, and we went back home, why, he took
Mother and I in the boat, and Dad swam the team across again.

And the first winter we were up at Wolf Creek, why the
men were gone; there was just Grandma Hackett and Mother and
I. And I got pneumonia, and Grandmother had never been very
good at skiing, and so she was going over to Jack Springs,
and somewhere Mother was going through books, and she read
where flaxseed poltice was good. And Grandmother told her,
she said, "Now, Mary, don't do anything desperate if we lose
the baby."
By the time Grandmother got over there, and the
Miltons got back on snowshoes, I was sitting up. Mother had
put the flaxseed poltice, front and back, on me, and it loosened
the pneumonia.
Q.

Oh, really?

A.

Yes!

~

And she happened--I mean, she just happened to have

flaxseed?

5

A
Yes, we always had flaxseed, because if you got anything in your eye, see, you'd put a flaxseed in there to float
your object out of your eye--it would corne to the corner of
your eye.
~

And that's why you had it?

A

Yes.

~

Do you know how she made a flaxseed poltice?

Everybody had flaxseed in those days.

A
Well, yes, she just took boiling water, and poured
it over this flaxseed, until it makes kind of a syrupy, you
know, and she got it pretty thick, and just put it on a cloth,
a thin cloth, and put it front and back, and then covered it.
Well, that's great, because pneumonia in those days
was a real bad thing. Do you remember, since we're talking
about that now, I'm very interested in any kind of horne medical
remedies that these people used, because they, you know, it's
hard to get to the doctor, if they ever could.
~

A.
Well, we have lost so much, is the thing of it, because
nobody passed it on down.
Q.

I know it.

A

We didn't have aspirins.

Q.

I know.

A.

All we had was sweet spirits of nitre, and turpentine.

Q.

What was that first one?

A
Sweet spirits of nitre--it was good for a fever,
and was also a diuretic.
Q.

Oh.

A
And, of course, we had epsom salts and castor oil.
Everybody had those. But we didn't have very much to doctor
with. But we didn't get sick like they do nowadays.
Q.

That's what I hear.
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A.
We didn't have all these viruses, and we were off
kind of alone.
~

Yeah, because you didn't see other people.

A.
We didn't see other people, but we didn't have as
many viruses then as we have now. They didn't know what a
virus was, you know.
Q.

I know.

Did you have

any

colds?

~
Oh, I suppose so. Every kid had a cold. Every kid
usually had a gathering of the ear, but that wasn't--you didn't
go to a doctor. All you did was, oh, Mother'd mix--finally
got ahold of some stuff, she mixed up a hot salve with menthol
crystals, and I suppose eucalyptus oil, and fixed it with vaseline.
And she'd put some of that in your ear, and then you'd lay on
the hot water bottle, and that was about all.
If you got gathering of the head, why, you used a syringe with warm water and just
rinsed it out.

Q.

What is gathering of the head?

A.
Well, that's where your-- just ha vethis earache,
and then it gathers in your ear drum, is what it does, and
what they call a gathering of the ear--ear infection.
Q.

What is a gathering of the head?

Well, that's of the ear--same thing, uh-huh, you
get a terrific earache with it.
A.

Well, do you ever remember--did you ever go to a
doctor, when you were growing up?
~

A.

Not until I had my leg broke, I don't think.

Q.

How old were you when that happened?

A.

Oh, not quite four years old.

Q.

How did that happen?

A.

Oh, Mother's horse jumped on me.

Q.

The horse jumped on you?

I
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~
Well, I was about the only girl on Blue Mountain,
that was just after we moved to the homestead, and there was
always a bunch of cowboys around, and so for Christmas, they
didn't buy me anything for a girl--they brought me saddles,
and bridles, and blankets, and leather cuffs, and a quirt,
and--oh, and spurs, and a hat for Christmas.
I already had a
little pony, that we got off of Dick Wash, an old Indian.

So the first time that spring that Dad and Charlie Mantle
were going to move the cattle out to Cuckleburr, I should have
gone to church that morning, but I decided to ride my horse.
So we helped them out about eight miles, just moving the cattle
slow, why, after we left them, why, I said, "Well, let's do
something besides walk." So we started out in a trot. The
next thing I knew, we'd broke into a gallop. Well, I could
handle the horse, but Mother got afraid. And if she'da stopped,
instead of trying to catch me, I wasn't about to let her catch
me, as long as I could outrun her, and if she'da stopped, why,
I could have--old Vic would have slowed down, but she shoved
my horse off of the road, and when he jumped the wash, why I
fell off and her horse jumped on top of me.
Q.

Oh, my gosh!

And you were four?

~

I was a little over four.

~

Well, you were just lucky the horse didn't step on

your head.
A.
I don't think it would have hurt my head any!
did my leg!
Q.

So it broke your leg?

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

What did she do with you?

It

Well, she had to pack me about six miles!
And in
those days you wore those old heavy divided--corduroy divided
riding skirt~ you know, and the horses stayed just--oh, a little
ways ahead of us. If they'da gone on, somebody from Jensen
would have come back--they knew that we'd gone. Somebody would
have come looking for us, see. But no, the crazy horses stayed
just a little' ways ahead. And so finally Uncle Seymor Snow r~
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he looked out and saw, here come the horses. And so he had
a light buggy, and here he came. And picked us up, and we
called Dr. Christie at Vernal. They did have a few telephones
then, and he came down.
Q.

Oh, good.

A.
And they put a weight on my leg. They didn't put
a cast on it for a long time, they weighted it. And of a morning,
when I'd wake up, I'd be pulled clear to the foot of the bed.
This weight would pull me down like--so it would take three to
move me up and move the. rock up, you know, to where I was supposed
to be. And I think I was that way for about--well, I was 60 days
in bed, but I think about, maybe two weeks, and then they did put
a cast on it, but I still had to lay flat of my back. But I
came out with a straight leg.
~

The break was all healed?

A

Yeah, uh-huh.

Q.

They must have known what they were doing.

A.

Yeah, they knew what they were doing.

Q.
Do you have something you might call your first childhood memory?

A.

Yes.

My dog teaching me to walk.

Q.

How did that happen?

Well, I was just crawling around, and he just come
along, you know, and r'd get ahold of him, and he got me to
standing up, and then he'd take a step, and r'd take a step,
and then r'd take another step, and he taught me to walk.
A.

Q.

That was a good dog.

A.

He was, uh-huh.

~
As you got a little bit older, were there chores
that you were responsible for?

A
Yes, I'll say there was, because if there was a Poddy
calf on Blue ~ountain, they saw to it that I got it, because I
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was the only girl. A Poddy calf is a calf that his mother's
died, and we call them poddy. And I usually had three or four,
and it was my job to feed them, and I don't mean maybe!
OHHHHHH.
you feed them?
Q.

When they were little like that, what did

Milk, in a bottle, and fed them about four or five-that's all I got done for about a month after I got them, was
filling the bottle and feeding those calves. But that was-occasionally Mother would say, "Well, now, you can go with your
dad and ride." But ninety percent of the responsibility was
mine.
A.

Q.

How old were you when you started out doing that?

A
Well, let's see. I was on crutches that first year,
so I was probably about six years old.
~
When you went--when you did go ride with your dad,
what did you do?

A.

Punch cows!

~

Punched cows?

A.

Why, yes!

~

You learned to do that kind of early, didn't you?

A
Why, yes!
I've been punching cows all my life, because
Mother would pack me, or Dad would pack me, and we punched
cows from the time I was born, I think.
Q.
What were you talking about earlier, before we started
the tape, that you would ride with your mother, when she was
taking care of the cows?

Well, they had a goosefeather pillow, and they'd
put it in front, between Dad and the saddle, and he'd pack
me most of the time, but they'd take turns, see. And if anything carne up that Dad had to rope something or anything, he'd
give me and the pillow to Mother. And I'd wake up and go to
sleep and wake up thinking I never was going to get off that
cotton-pickin' horse!
A.

I
,
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Q.
Oh, my gosh!
So you--when you were little like that,
how did your mother feed you?
A.
I say, she must have nursed me til I was two years
old, because 1-~

Too hard to carry along anything?

A.

I don't know what kind of a lunch would you serve a

Q.

I don't know!

kid?
[laughter]

Your mother sounds like she was pretty ready for this
kind of experience. Did she grow up on a ranch?
A
Well, no.
Her father, Bill Hackett, worked in the
mines, and in the winter time, why, he'd do assessment work for
different mines, all the way from Como, Colorado clear up into
Wyoming. And Mother didn't know much about a horse when they
came to Blue Mountain.
Q.

A
to ride.

Oh, really?
But it was the way of getting around, so she learned

~

She learned pretty quick, didn't she?

A.

Yeah, uh-huh, uh-huh.

~

She learned to punch cattle, too, I guess?

A

Well, Dad needed some help, so--in those days, the
woman just got out and helped.
~

Did you say you were an only child?

A
No.
I have one brother that is nine years younger
than I am, and a sister that's fourteen years younger than
I am, so I helped to raise them.
~

Yeah, I'll bet you did.

A.

Yeah.
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There were many young women who just helped their
mothers in the house. They weren't allowed to go out much
and help outside. It sounds like you did all kinds of things.
Q.

A.

I did.

Q.

Did you help your mother in the house, too?

A.
Sure! She taught me to cook, and my grandmother
taught me to sew. After I got a little older, why, Mother
would say, "All right, it's time to cook today," and so she'd
pull me off, and I'd stay home, and as I say, I helped to raise
my brother and my sister.
~

How about clothes?

Did you buy clothes, or make

them?
A.
Oh, my grandmother made most of my clothes, but when
you were on the ranch, why, we wore these little bib overalls,
that's what we all wore. But--I don't know, I can't remember,
when I was younger, having a boughten dress, but then, after
I got older, I made a lot of dresses for fifteen cents, when
material was five cents a yard.
Q.

I know it.

It was cheap.

A.

And it was good material.

~

Yeah, I know it.

A

But five cents a yard!

~

You had to know how to sew.

A.

Yes.

Q.
As you look back on it, as your brother and sister
grew up, do you think they worked as hard as you did?

A.
Oh, I don't think they did.
they did.
~

I don't really think

Because there were more people then?

A
There were more people, you know, and everything
else, and--well, I was--they called me "Sergeant Carter"--
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I believed in the kids minding.
It's a wonder that the kids
weren't inhibited, but they weren't. They aren't inhibited
in the least.
~

But they really paid attention, huh?

~

They better!

Did you feel like you had most of the responsibility
for those kids?
~

~

A.

Well, no.

Q.

Not really?

A.

No, I didn't have.

Q.

Because your mother was around enough?

Oh, yes! Yes! She didn't ride any after we had
Bill, because she had to stay home and take care of him. But
occasionally we'd go after currents, or picking currents, or
something like that, but then, as far as riding with Dad, she
didn't.
~

~

Did he continue to work for another ranch?

~
Well, then we--Dad was a cowpuncher all of his life,
and we homesteaded on this outfit, and he, well, we raised
some hay, and things like that, and then after the hard winter,
I think that was about 1920, 1919, most of the cattlemen went
out of business, because cattle froze to death and starved
to death, and then we had three years of Mormon crickets, and
that was about it.

~

That really did you in, didn't it?

~

You bet your life it did!

Q.

Did they eat the garden and the hay?

They ate everything! They'd come to a post and just
go right up over it--you couldn't turn them. And all they
left--they stripped all the serviceberries, the quaking aspen,
and the chokecherry leaves, just left the bare branches. And
they went down through the alfalfa field and all you had was
A.
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just looked like a bunch of pencils was sitting down there.
Q.
What did you do, then, following that? You didn't
have a garden, and you didn't have much of anything after the
cattle had died? What did you eat?

A.
Well, we had enough to eat on--we never did go hungry,
we had plenty of clothes to wear, but then that was in the
fall of '26, why Cy Bailey was working for the Square S down
there on Piceance Creek and he came through and bought the cattle.
And Lee Fletcher had loaned us money, and so we just turned the
place over to him, and moved to Colorado--moved to Meeker, I
mean Buford. Came up here the spring of '27 to go to work
for George Thomas, and he was foreman of the Bell ranch. So
that's when we came up here.
Q.

Tha t • s when you came here?

A.

Uh-huh.

~

Were you--did you go to school when you were up here?

A
Oh, yes. Well, we moved down--see, we moved--we
didn't stay there in the winter time.
Q.

Oh, you didn' t?

A
Oh, no.
You took the cattle down to the Green River
and bought hay for them, and then--this was before Taylor grazing
so you grazed them out on the edge of the river on shadscale
and mudsage, and things like that, but then you always had to
feed them.
Q.

Oh , yeah.

But we were only at the. ranch three months out of
the year--the homestead.
A.

~

So you lived in Jensen?

A

I lived in Jensen.

Q.

So that's where you started school?

A
That's where I started to school. And then I went
on to high school. They didn't run buses in those days, so
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we had to--my grandparents then moved to Vernal, and I stayed
with them and went to high school. And then I came up here in
'27 and started to high school down here. By the time they
got through cutting my credits from the Mormons, why, I'd have
had to gone another two years to school, and I said, "I've had
enough of that." And so I just quit.
Q.

You quit?

What do you mean, cutting your credits?

Well, a lot of the things that they taught us down
there, Colorado wouldn't accept the credit.
A.

Q.

Oh, I see.

Was your family a Mormon family?

A.
No. We were not--I was raised in a Mormon community,
and they forgot that I wasn't a Mormon, because I went to church,
and things like that with them, but I never did join the Mormon
church.

I see. Because your parents came and they weren't-they came to that area?
~

~
Well, my grandparents were some of the oldest settlers
in Jensen, Dad's side of the family.

Q.

They were Mormons?

A.

No.

Q.

No?

A.

They never were Mormon.

Q.

For Pete's sake!

A.

No, they weren't Mormons.

They weren't?

And your Aunt Helen--Uncle Ralph's wife, I think that
was her first year teaching school, she and Bill Sides, in
'27. And Helen was our class sponsor.
Q.

In Meeker?

A.
Ralph.

In Meeker.

I don't know who she was before she married
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Q.

Conway.

A

That's right, Helen conway, yeah.

~

Did you like school?

Well, I sure hated to leave the ranch to go to school,
and it was all right--after I got through September, I got
settled down, and in the spring, there was a month there when
I sure would like to have been outside, but I did very well
in school.
A.

Did you live in Meeker while your family lived up

Q.

on Buford?

A.

Oh, no.
Well, I worked for Oscar and Mary Shehorn
while I went to school there.
~

So you lived and worked in Meeker?

A

Well, just during the school year.

Q.

Yeah.

Oh, no.
on Sou th Fork.
A.

Q.

Yeah.

But your family wasn't here with you?
They were up at the old Charlie Bills place

Well, you lived with a family and worked?

A.
Yeah--for my room and board. She was a Wilbur, Mary
Wilbur, and she married Oscar Shehorn, and they lived in this
big white house right over here.
Q.
When you went back up to the ranch up near Buford,
in the summers, and then when you quit school finally, did
you go back up there for good, or--?

A.

No.

~
Were the things that you did up there any different
than what you had done?

A.
Yes. That first summer up there I went to work for
Mrs. George Thomas. That was the first year the Bills came,
and I went to work for Myrtle Thomas.
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Q.

What did you do?

Huh! What do you do? Wash on the board, and cook
for men, raise chickens, and everything like that. And we
even had time--I drove a--we had a dogcatcher truck, they called
it.
It was a Dodge with a wire paneling on, and she and I
took--she didn't drive at that time very well, and I did-we even hauled oats, and we hauled coal, and we got the big
part of her groceries from Meeker and I drove the pickup-I drove the truck.
A.

Q.

And you had to put all that stuff in the back of

A.

Oh, sure!

Q.

You had to be pretty strong to do that?

A.

Oh, well, they were good about helping, you know.

it?

Q.
Yeah? I'd like to back up here, I forgot. When
you had time to play as a younger child, if you had any time--

A.

I had time.

Q.

What did you do?

A.

Ride horseback.

Q.

That was play, huh?

A.
Why, yes.
I--along about that time, why, there was
some cattle rustling going on on Blue Mountain. And so I rode
along--I had a good horse then. They'd traded horses for me,
and I had a good horse, and I'd imagine, "Now, I'm going to
catch those rustlers," you know, and I'd tie my horse up, and
slip down through some brush, and I'd get off down there and
I'd spook myself--I'd think they were after me! Man--I'd run
and untie that old horse, and gallop home like they were after
me!
[laugh ter]

And they--of course, the guys were always jobbin' me.
And they were building a fence around the homestead, and they
came home at noon and said they were going to--ready for the
dead man, you know. Now that's the rock that you put--bury
in the ground to hold the corner post.
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Q.

Oh, I see.

A.

See, like this.

Q.

And it's called--

A.
They call them a dead man, is what they did. And
man, I got really excited. So what I mean, I went out and
I caught my horse and I went down with them, you know. Here
they put this rock in there--talk about disgusted--I come home
a-gallopin'--Mother never said a word. She said, "What's the
matter?" And I said, "That wasn't any dead man--that was just
a rock they put in the ground!"
[laughter]
Q.

Were there other children for you to play with?

A.
Not too many in the summer time. Because the Mobleys
and all of them lived clear over on the east side of Three
Springs, you see. And there were very few then.
I had one
boy, Martin Evans. He was about two years older than I was.
And he and I rode the roundups together with his stepdad, and
my dad. And of course, we'd always get in a little mischief-not bad, but.
. we could think of more things to do.
Q.

Really?

A.

Yeah.

Q.

Like wha t?

A.
Well, we were over--this was during the cricket time,
and we were over at stoot's reservoir, and they always sent
Martin and I--I guess to get rid of us, but they'd always-we'd have to make our circle, you know, to bring the cattle
back, and seemed like we always got more than the other guys
did, but anyway, we'd got ours in and they were there on the
reservoir, and old Azar Johnson was laying there, sound asleep
with his mouth wide open, and snoring, and Martin looked at
me and--we could use mental telepathy, I knew what he was going
to do. So I got his horse around, and he just reached over
and took a big cricket and put it in old Azar Johnson's mouth!
Old Azar crunched down on that thing, and by that time Martin
had hit the saddle!
[laughter]
The rest of the cowboys knew
what he was going to do, and nobody--Azar was in the habit
of when you'd get the riding done, why, he'd lay there on his
back, and--with his mouth wide open and--they all knew what
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he was going to do, but nobody disturbed old Azar.
~

Did you ever play with dolls or things that girls

do?
A
Well, yes, I had a nice set of dolls.
I changed
their clothes on Sunday and put them back to bed.
Q.

For the week, they were down, huh?

A.

For the week they were setting on the bed.

Q.

Sounds like you didn't really pay too much attention

to them?
I'd rather be out walking on stilts.

A.

No.

~

Walking on stilts?

A

Yeah--did you ever walk on stilts?

Q.

Huh-uh.

A.
Oh, brother!
It's sure a lot of fun when the mud
gets about three feet and you fall down and have to crawl out
of the road to a fence to get up!
Q.

Oh, gosh!

You must have gone quite a ways on them?

A.
Well, not necessarily. Jensen was all mud!
would be pert near up to the hubs of the wagons.

It

Really? I think most of these towns around here
were all mud the biggest part of the year.
Q.

A.
Why, they were! Yeah. But Harold Horricks, we had
neighbors next door, and held be on stilts, and as he outgrew
them, why, I'd inherit his other stilts.
Q.
Oh, I see. Hrnrnnun.
When you moved up--when you
got up to this ranch when you were older, then, did you have
time for fun then?

A.
Why, sure. Course, now, Morn would start the kids
dancing. You never had babysitters, and whenever they had
a dance, why,' they took all the kids, and so they taught the
young ones--we started in dancing as soon as we could walk.
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And so we moved on up here, then, and we were about seven
miles from the Buford school house, and so we'd go dancing
at the Buford school house.
~

Oh, uh-huh.

How often did they have those?

Well, then, after I got older, why, oh, there was a
dance every Saturday night at some of these outlying schools.
A.

~

The rural schools?

A.

Yeah, uh-huh.

~
Did young people date then like they do now, or did
they just go?

A

Well, most of the time we just went.

Q.

Saw everybody there when you got there?

A

Yes, uh-huh.

Q.
Can you remember--Ithink people started driving
the early cars in the late nineteens, somewhere there. Do
you remember how long it took before they could use cars up
around Buford?

A.
Well, I don't know. They were using them when I
came here, but I remember the first car my grandad got.
It
was one of those old Model-T Fords, you know, with the isinglass
curtains, and everything else. And I'm sure he meant for me
to take it that day, because he'd left it out, and I'd been
playing around, I'd adjust the spark and the gas and then get
out and crank the thing up, you know. And, "Ah, I think I'll
just take this." And, 'course, there was a ditch on each side,
bu t the roads were wide, and I had to go clear way around the
block to make it. And Mother was up at Grandma and Grandpa
Hackett's there at Jensen. And Mother and Grandma looked out,
and said, "Well, the car's gone, and so's the kids." And Grandad
said, "Well, she's been wanting to take it. She'll make it
all right."

So I come back up the lane, and I thought, "How am I
going to turn this thing?" But he'd gone out and opened the
gate into the big corral, so I went in there and turned it
around, and came back, you know, and stopped the car, and I
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thought, "Oh, brother, have I caught it." Well, I thought
I might as well go to the house and catch it--get the devil,
you know.
And I walked in, and Grandad said, "Well, you finally got
up guts enough to drive the car, didn't you?"
~

How old were you?

A

Eleven.

~

Eleven?

A

Yes.

~

So you started driving early?

A

Yes, uh-huh, yeah, and I've never had a ticket yet.

~

Well, good. That's great.
I was just wondering,
with all that snow and mud, and everything else, but you grew
up on the ranch up here. What did you do?
A.
All right. We came here in '27, why, they carried
the mail on the sled, is what they did. They stopped at up
at Elk Creek there--there was some cabins there and they changed
teams there, and then they came on to Buford, and went as far
as Twin Springs resort, where Oscar and Lula Sizemore was.
That's what they did. And they'd stay up there all night,
because when you went to Meeker up there, and--well, I think
Elmer Burdick had the contract then in '27, but Fuzz Hossack
down here drove for Elmer Burdick for a long time, and we'd
all meet at the Bufo~d store waiting for the mail, and L. L.
Offerle and his wife, Bertha Mae run the store.
In fact, L.
L. Offerle used to work for your granddad, Link Taggert when
he had the hardware store. So we'd all gather there. And
they were the nicest people. And you never knew what time
the stage was going to get there. So we'd buy stuff and go
back, and Mrs. Offerle would make a big pot of coffee and the
men would play poker, and the women would visit.
~
So everybody wanted to go get the mail, I'll bet,
because then you could see your neighbors.

A
else.

Well, yes, and got to see your neighbors, everything
Now this old Hugh Jones--he was a character, and I don't
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mean maybe. And so L. L. Offerle had got in some two-pound
boxes of chocolate covered cherries. And we looked out the
window and Guy Stealey was an old bachelor, and I guess he's
scared to death of women, I don't know. But Hugh just looked
up and saw Guy Stealey coming, and he said, HOma , if you'll
wink at old Guy when he comes in,H he said, HI'll buy you a
two-pound box of chocolates." And I said, "Hugh, you're going
to buy a two-pound box of chocolates." And so we were all
sitting in there, had salt--block salt, and here we're all
sitting around, and Guy came in, and he spoke to everybody,
and when he came to me, I winked, he started running backwards,
and got his spurs caught, and pert near fell down.
Old Hugh said, "Offerle, let's have a two-pound box of
chocolates."
[laughter]
It was worth it!

Q.

A.
It was worth it!
I thought, "Hugh, you're going
to buy a two-pound box of chocolates." So then I explained
to Guy--explained to him what had happened.

What about young men up there?

Q.

Did you find anybody

you liked?
A.

Why, I liked them all!

~
You liked them all? Well, that's a good way to be,
yeah. So you had a lot of people to dance with when you went
to the dances?

A.

Yes, uh-huh, yeah.

Q.

Did you finally get married?

A.

Yeah, I got married in 1930, the fourth of April,

Q.

How old were you?

A.

Not quite 21.

Q.

So you waited awhile?

A.

Yeah.

1930.
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~

It seems like--

A.
Well, I had worked around.
I had worked for Mom
Thomas, and then I came down here and worked for Oscar and
Mary Shehorn, and then I went to work for Mrs. walt Wyman out
here.
She had cancer--man, that was some job, and I don't
mean maybe.

Then when she died, why I went on up and went to work
for Jack Wassau
at Forest Inn.
That was about as fun job
as I had, punchin' dudes.
Punchin' dudes--taking care of dudes
and doing cabin work, and waiting table, and then on nights
when it was good, when the weather was good, we'd go through
the campground and pick up all the young people, and old Colby
had the boat concession then, and Merril Frost
was working
for colby. And colby had three motorboats. We had an old
crackup phonograph, Victor, we'd take it along, and then distribute the rowboats among the three motorboats, and load
them down, and we'd go clear around the cove, and somebody'd
change records, and we'd listen to this old Victor record player.
~

While you're floating on the lake?

~

Yes!

~

Oh, yeah.

We had the motorboats, see, to tow the boats.
So you had a good time, didn't you?

~
Yeah, I'll say I had a good time!
I believe in having
a good time.
I've had a good time all my life.

~

Well, that's good.

A.
I've worked hard, but I learned a long time ago that
you might just as well enjoy your work because you're going
to work all your life, and you'll get more out of it if you
enjoy it.
~

That's a good way to look at it.

~
Yeah.
I think if these young kids today, instead
of waiting for sundown and payday, if they'd put a little more
into it, they'd get a little more out of it.
~
Yeah, you're right. What was the usual age that
girls at that time got married?
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A

Well, I don't know.

~

It just kind of depended on--

A
It just depended on, I suppose, on your maturity
and things like that.
Q.

Where did you meet your husband?

Well, he came in here from Texas to help build, put
in the telephone lines from the watson place to the 101 Club,
he and his brother.
A.

Q.

Where was the 101 Club?

A.
Oh, that's up where they call Rio Blanco Ranch Company
now.
It was the old Elks Lodge to begin with, on the north
side of the river.
Q.

Up the--

A
Just about ten miles, no, about seven miles from
Trapper's Lake. And it belonged to the Butlers. Morton Butler
and his dad had homesteaded up there, and then Jake Hauskins
came in here I think the fall of '24, and old Sam Hines had
what we called the Elks Lodge, and Jak.e Hauskins paid'him a new
stutz car for the down payment on Elk Lodge, and then he went
out to get 101 members at $1,000 per membership to promote
it. And Jake was quite a promoter. So then they started-Mom and Dad Thomas worked at--well, I call her Mom Thomas,
and Dad Thomas, but they're not. They run the Elk Lodge until
they got the new 101 Club started, and then Myrtle Thomas cooked
there that summer, and George Thomas punched dudes and kind of
run the outfit.
And that was the fall then, that was in '26. And Old
Man Bell bought--came in as one of the members, and bought
all this property up South Fork. Then the members decided
that they didn't want--those that had joined, they decided
they didn't want 101 membership. So they paid Jake $1,000
for the other memberships that he didn't sell.
~

It was a recreation club, or--

A.
Yes, this is what it was--dude club, you know,
millionnaires.
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Millionnaires who would come and get in the wilds-~

Yeah, as long as they wanted to stay.

~

I see.

~

Still running.

~

It's still going?

How long did that last?

~
Yes. But now then they changed it Rio Blanco Ranch
Company for something--I don't know, some legal deal, I don't
know why they did, but they did.
~
But it still runs that way?
who belong to that who--?

There are millionnaires

Yes. But now I understand here last fall, some-two oil companies went in together and bought. Because most
of the old members have died off. And the younger generation
are going for something else.
~

~

They don't want to come up here and spend their time?

A.
Well, all there is up there is mostly is just fish
and horseback riding, is all there is, you see. And so I guess
these oil companies came in here and bought the memberships
out. However, I understand that if you were a member and kept
your membership, they still have to, at their convenience,
give you reservations for so long. You could still--a lot of
them still retained their memberhsip in it, is what they did.
~

I see.

So your husband came to run the telephone

lines?
~

Well, no.

~

Yeah.

A.

Yeah.

They had to build the telephone lines.

They built the telephone lines.

So did you meet him at a dance, or he was just around?
~
Well, he was just around. He was sixteen years and
three days older than I am and everybody said it wouldn't last.
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~

Really?

A lot older than you.

A.

Uh-huh.

~

And you were twenty-one, so he was well into his

thirties?
~

Well, he was 37.

Yeah. How long did you wait after you met him until
you got married?
~

~

Well, I met him in '27, and we didn't get married

until '30.
Q.

Oh.

When you did get married, what was the wedding

A.

We eloped.

Q.

You did?

like?

I'm not surprised, somehow!

A.
Went to Grand Junction, Paul Dunn took us to Grand
Junction, and the Judge married us, and Paul Dunn and the Judge's
secretary were our witnesses.
~

Where did you live then?

A.
Well, June was living down working for Paul Dunn
and Jake Hauskins at Schuta Gulch, so we went down there and
stayed until the first of May, and started up with the cattle
to the old Dunn place at Marvine. And we took care of the
cattle the first year.
$75 a month, and we had to board ourselves.
Q.

Ohhhhh.

Not much money.

A.
Well. And then that fall, why, P. C. Dunn came down,
and the clubhouse had burned down--it had burned down in June.
They'd built it in '28, and it had burned down in June of '30,
and so P. C. came down and June was a good hand with a team,
and he said, "I'll give you $5 a day to come up and skid logs
and Oma can run the cattle." Oh, man, we thought we were on
top of the world!
I took care of the cattle, and June skidded
logs.
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Q.

So he married the right woman, I think.

A
Well, we both liked to dance; we both liked to ride
horseback; we liked the same things.
~

And you did work together really well?

A.

Oh, everything.

~

You knew how to do it all, too.

A.

Well.

~
Did you live up there for a long time, or go on to
something else?

A
Well, no. We run the cattle then, and then that
fall, we brought them back, because you have to feed in that
upper country. And we brought them back, and Paul Dunn and
Jake Hauskins
wanted to get out of the cattle business and
they
(?)
old man Ayers for
the cattle. So Paul Dunn
told us that, lIIf you'll stay here and take care of the cattle,"
he said, "I'm sure Old Man Ayers
will pay you in the
spring." We had $80 to go into the winter with. We lived in
a cabin about the size of that carpeted place.
Q.

About--let's see, we could call that maybe 12 by

A.

Well, 12 by 14, let's say.

12?
,~

Q.
Okay.
was it cold?

A
stove.

A little bigger.

It was just logs!

Was it well insulated, or

And we had a cookstove--coal cook-

Q.

Did you stay warm?

A.

Well, of course we did!

We were tougher than they

are today.
Q.

I know.

A
And we didn't have insulated underwear, either.
So
L. L. Offerle-was running the store at Buford, and I said,
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"You guys go to a dance there Saturday night, I sell gasoline,
I sell clothes, and I sell food," and he says, "I'll carry
you til Old Man Ayers
comes in."
Q.

Oh, so he just gave you what you needed?

Yes. He carried us until Old Man Ayers came in
in the spring. And Katie and Lester Dunn were living at the
fish hatchery, and we came to town every Saturday night, and
then went back and fed, and then next spring, why we took-moved the cattle up, and Mr.
Ayers
didn't come in until
about the fourth of June, and by that time, why, I went to
work for the club waiting table, and June had shod horses at
the club before that, and then drove to pick up the dudes, see?
~

'1

Q.

This is which club?

A.

This is the 101 Club.

~

101 Club?

Oh.

A.
And so then we worked at the club that summer. And
I was getting $50 a month. Of course, I was getting my room,
my board, and I could do my own laundry, but then I made better
than $100 a month, because at the end, I had $5 more in tips
than I'd made in wages.
Q.

Oh, yeah.

That's the way that works.

Dh-huh, sure. Then they got to where they would
hold so much out of the total bill that the dudes owed them,
and divide the tips evenly, because a lot of them were in positions that they didn't get--have the option to mingle with
the dudes, but when I was there, why, the dudes gave it to
you individually, was what they did.
A.

Q.

Yeah, uh-huh.

Well, what did you do after that?

~
Well, then we moved to the old smith SC Bar above
Buford, and Barbell owned it, but we had the concession at
the Buford store for horses for hunting season, so we had horses,
and we run the concession there for the--you know, for the
horses, mounted the hunters. So then after that, we moved back
up to the SC Bar and went to work for Barbell.

Q.

Did you stay there for awhile?
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~
Well, I've got an article over there that--you want
to shut that thing off, you might read it.
~
It sounds to me like you didn't ever really have
a house where you spent year after year after year--you just
moved from one place to the next, depending on where the work
was with the cattle?

¥

,

~

A.

Yes, correct.

~

Did you move more than once in a year?

A.

About three times. a year.

~

How much stuff did you have to carry along with you?

Well, most of the places in that--they had what you'd
A.
call a bach hut, that they always had a stove, and beds and
things like that. You didn't have--you didn't have all this
junk that you've got today. You didn't buy everything that you
saw that you wanted. You just got along with the necessities.
That's what you did.
~
Did you have to take any stock with you, or any animals or anything?

~
Well, we took our horses, and we always had a milk
cow with us. We'd take--trail those along with us.
~

I can't imagine living during the winter with all

that snow.
~
I know, but it wasn't bad. You never had a cold.
You were out from 8:00 in the morning til 4:00 in the afternoon
feeding cattle.

~

Did you get to town very often?

A.

No, we didn't get to town very often!

~

How often?

A.
Well, June would come to Buford every two weeks to
pick up the mail.
~

But not to Meeker?
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A
Not to Meeker.
I think we only--he made one trip
to Meeker, had to come down. That's the only trip we made
in the winter time. You bought enough groceries to last you
for four months., which you better do, or you run out.
Q.

Did you see other neighbors very often?

A
Our closest neighbors was four miles down through
the fields, that would have been Ben and Minie
Johnson.
~

How often did you see them?

A.
Oh, we'd go down there about twice a week, and get
the elk out of the haystacks--holler at them, and they'd scatter
out, and we'd go down there and play cards until--oh, three
or four o'clock in the morning, and come back.
~

And then work all day?

A.

And work all day the next day.

~

Were there a lot of elk

up there?

A.
I told you--there were a lot of elk, and I don't
mean maybe!
~

Like how many would you see at night?

A

Well, a thousand head.

Q.

All in one bunch?

A
Well, they was just scattered allover the place.
They ate up--by the time we got moved up there, they'd already
eaten up six stacks of hay, and I imagine that the stacks of
hay probably--ahhh, at least fifteen, maybe twenty ton to a
stack, and the rest of them, they had just eaten them out like
toadstools.
Q.
How did you--did you really have to work to keep
your hay for your cattle? I mean, how did you ever hang onto
it long enough to feed the cattle?

Well, you I d fix the fence up, and the next morning,
the elk would have it tore down. We had one stack down there
in the bottom, and the elk kept breaking in, and we got down
there one morning, and it had upset. And June said, "I hope
A.
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we've got about ten head of elk under there."
out, and we had four head of cattle.
Q.

Dug the thing

Ohhhh.

A.
One time, June had to come to Buford, and he'd let
his whiskers grow until it was kind of comfortable, you could
kiss him, and then he decided that, well, he'd shave his whiskers
off. And he came down, and we'd put on an extra load of hay
the night before, so he left about 2:00, and he came to Buford
to pick up the mail, and then he'd go back to Pearl and Jim
Coordes's and eat supper, and let his horse rest, and he'd
get home--it would take him about two, maybe three o'clock in
the morning when he'd get home. And he got up that morning,
and his face was just as red as a beetle, and he says, "Ma,
I cannot face that sun."

So I made him a mask out of--everything came in cotton
sacks, so I took a flour sack and put it over his head, and
cut his eyes and a place for his nose and his mouth, and he
put his hat on, and we had a span of mules, the big team of
grays, and a little old black team
besides our saddle horses.
And when the screen door slammed, this old jack mule looked up
and saw June and he whistled, and they laid five panels of
that fence just hit the fence and laid her flat!
Q.

Scared them to dea th !

Scared them to death! And so I told June, I said,
"Take that thing off your face, and let's prop this fence up,
and I'm sure we'll get them back."
[laughter]
~

But every morning after that, as soon as that screen door
would slam, why, old Jack would look to see if June had that
white thing on his face. He couldn't even harness them with
that thing on.
~

Was it because he got sunburned?

Yeah, he was sunburned like nobody's business.
reflection of that snow on that sun, it really burned.
~

~

Yeah, uh-huh.

The

Did you ever travel away from this

area?
Oh, 'yes, June had folks in Texas, and I think half
of Texas is Grahams, I'm not sure any more. And then, of course,
~
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my folks had moved back to utah by that time, and then we went
to California, stayed a couple or three years.
I had enough
of it, I said, "I'm going home."
Q.

Wha t did you do in Cal ifornia?

Well, I waited table, and June worked at the feed
yard at
(?)
for Sinton and Brown. But I said, "I'm going
home." So we came back, and one year we went up to Laramie,
Wyoming to take care of the cattle for that Monolith, Portland,
Midwest Cement Company. And they were trying to run it from
California, and telling us what to do in Wyoming.
It didn't
work out too good.
~

Q.

Huh-uh.

~
And Morrie Miller, from Denver, and Buzz Lowell were
friends of ours, and June said something to one of them about
it, and they said, "Well, Graham,just work
for sundown and
payday, cause you're not going to make any difference in this
outfit. "

So then we came back--had gone to Vernal, came back through,
and Charlie Marshall had passed away. And so Thelma Marshall
asked us, she said, "Would you lease the place from me?" So
we leased the Charlie Marshall place from Thelma Marshall,
and lived there.
Q.

For awhile then?

~

Yeah, for three years.

Q.

Well, that was a pretty long stint, wasn't it?

A.

Well, pretty long stint, yeah.

[laughter]

We never were without a job.
~

Well, it sounds like it.

A.

Yeah, we never were without a job.

Yeah, you knew how to do all these things that people
needed right then.
~

A.

Then we worked for eleven years, rode cowpool on
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the forest reserve for Irene (?)
between Ripple Creek and Snail Creek.

>:

and Morris Amick, up

Q.

Oh, yeah.

~

Uh-huh, for eleven years.

Q.

Eleven years?

~

We had good horses to ride, and good cattle to take
We were our own boss.

care of.

That's a long time.

Q.

Wasn't that nice?

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

I'm sure you did.

A.

Yeah.

And we done a good job.

~
Do you have any memories of--oh, particular happenings
that really stick out in your mind with your husband as you
look back on the time you spent with him?

Evidently you can think of something.
A.
What I'm going to tell you, maybe I hadn't better
tell you--better shut this thing off.
Q.
~
Well, June had a stroke on '75, and we'd bought this
new car, and it had two gas feeds.
I drive with my left foot.
So my sister and I were going to Farmington, where my brother
and my mother were living then, and I'd asked June not to drive
the little car. He could drive the pickup very nicely, but
with the two gas feeds I was a little afraid for him. Well,
he thought, "Well, she can drive the pickup and the car, too,"
so he took the car, the little car, and went up to ROY
Thompson's where they were roping. And planned to beat us
back home. As he drove in the alley, why, we had beat him
home, and he got excited, and went to step on the brakes, and
hit my left foot gas feed, and took three doors off of the
garage!
[laughter]

I went

a~galloping

out there on my crutches--I was pretty
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aggravated, and all the men were around there, and they said,
"Dh, he's all right, he's all right." And I said, "I don't
care about him--what did he do to my car?" Well, he hadn't
done much.
I got out here and he said, "I don't know what
she's so mad about--I paid for half of the son-of-a-bitch,
and it still runs!"
[laughter]
~

It sounds like you were in town at that time.

A.
We were.
joint went in.

We bought the place where that new hamburger

Q.

Dh?

Really?

A.

Yeah, we bought that in '48.

Q.
Dh.
Well, what finally brought you to town?
imagine why you just didn't stay up there?

I can't

A.
Well, then, we came back from California, and bought
a cafe out here. Not where the--next to where the stagecoach
was.
We bought that.
Had to have an excuse to come back.
And so we had a little money we'd saved up from out there.
And houses were scarce then, I'm telling you.
You had to buy
somebody out to get a place to rent. And so, I think we bought
four houses, and this house did belong to Charlie Bloomfield,
and Clay Zenors,
the electrician, had come in here, and he
came down, and he said, "Mr. Graham," he said, "If you'll buy
that house off of Charlie Bloomfield," he said, "I'll sign a
contract to rent it for two years."
And it wasn't even modern, I'm telling you--you never
saw such a rundown outfit in all your life. And so we bought
the house--in fact, we bought four houses in town. And so then
we never moved there then, I sold the cafe, and by that time,
why, June had started to work for Irene and (?)
and Morris
Amick at the cowpen.
So we sold the cafe, and moved up to that place, and it
wasn't modern. We modernized it in '61, went in and put hardwood floors and paneled it, and put a bathroom in, and butane
heat, and all this stuff.
So we lived there from then on.
However, in '52 I went to work for Roosevelt--Elliott
Roosevel t, and Minnewa, yeah, uh-huh.
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Q.

Oh, really?

What did you do?

A.

Well, I cooked for the hay men and the carpenters.

Q.
So, if you worked on the Roosevel t ranch, you must
have seen Eleanor come and go?
A.
Yes. Well, she was only there once.
She came that
fall, after we had--the next fall after we had left, Eleanor
came in. And they gave a party for her at the Buford school
house. Very gracious lady, very nice.

Q.

Really?

A.

Uh-huh, yeah, she was very nice.

Q.

What was it like working--wasn' t Elliott's wife from

Meeker?
A
No, she was from California. She was Minnewa Bell,
she was Alphonso Bell and, let's see, Minnewa was her mother's
name, a second child. There was Elizabeth, Minnewa and
Alphonso, they had the three kids, is what they had.
Q.

So she really didn't spend much time--

A.

Just in the summer time, is all.

~

Yeah.

How in the world did she ever meet Elliott,

I wonder?
A.

Good heavens!

That was both of their fifth marriages!

~

Oh!

A.

Fi ve times!

Q.

Did they seem

A

Well, he took her for everything she had.

Q.

Wha t do you mean by tha t?

Five times?

(?)

for awhile?

A
Well, heavens, she was furnishing all the finances
and everything else, and so finally she divorced him, and he
had bought what we call the old Clifford Bartlett place, and
borrowed the money from the Colorado State Bank, I think it
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was, and he thought that Minnewa would take it up, and she
didn't, so the Colorado state Bank come in and foreclosed on
him, and then that's how Charlotte and Clark wicks got it.
They owned the Sleepy Cat, you know.
Q.

Yeah.

A
And so they traded the fishing rights to the Sleepy
Cat, because it's quite a bit of river there, for this Elliott
Roosevelt place or the old Clifford Bartlett place.
~

Ohhhh. So Elliott was gone.

A

Elliott was done gone.

Q.

He doesn't come back.

Did the accident with your leg happen when you were still
out taking care of a ranch somewhere?
A.

Oh, no.

We were living down here in town.

~

You were living in town?

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.
And after all those years of--what was it that you
were using that injured your leg?

A.
A grubbing hoe, a grubbing hoe--used it to grub sagebrush with.
Q.

Was it--

A.
A single blade like this, and on the back, it had
kind of a square thing like this, with a handle in it. And
you'd use it like this to chop with.
~

Out in front?

A.

Yeah.

Q.

And you swung around and got your leg wi th it?

A.

leg.

It's called a grubbing hoe.

Some way I got my leg with it. The inside of my
That's the way they grubbed all the sagebrush off of
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these places around here.
~

By hand?

A

By hand.

~

Just by chopping?

A

Yes!

They didn't have any--

To get a whole field clear-A.
Yeah. And what you'd do if you had a wash or an
arroya in your homestead, you'd put the brush in, and then
you'd pick the rock and put on top of it, and as the silt carne
on down, it would build it up, and this is the way you filled
up these gullies.
Oh.
A.

With this sagebrush and your rocks.
I didn't know that.

A.

Yeah.

That's the way they done it.

~
And so--I think the thing that interests me about
your leg is that you didn't go to a doctor right away when
it happened.

A

Well, it didn't look that bad.

~

It didn't?

A
No, I saw stars for a minutes, but then, they quit,
and I was working at the motel out here--I worked at the Gentry
Motel for eleven years.
~
Oh, and so it--did it bleed, or it didn't cut the
skin or anything?

A
Oh, no.
It didn't bleed, no. See,
a thin bone that goes over this kneecap, see,
that, is what it did, that's what it did.
If
he would have given me an X-ray in September,
would have happened.

you've got just
and it cracked
I'd had a--if
why, it never
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Q.

But the doctor you went to didn't even figure what

it was?
A.
Ohhhhh, he--because I suggested an X-ray, why, he
said, "Oh, you don't need an X-ray, it's arthritis."
~

And he gave you cortisone?

A.
Yes. And that ruined my stomach. That cortisone-don't ever take it unless you have to.
It's pretty good for
bursitis, but when you get a shot about every week or ten days,
why, it's no good.
~
No. How long was it then until you finally decided
to go see somebody else?

A
Well, let's see.
A friend of mine, Selma Holmgren
was going to Rifle, and she said, "Why don't you call over and--"
to this doctor over there, I can't remember his name, "and see if
he's got a cancellation." And he had a IS-minute cancellation,
and I was hobbling around, I don't mean maybe. And we went over
there, and he just had this little X-ray, and put it on my knee
and I could read the thing myself.
Q.

Ohhhh.

A
So then he--well, I knew something was going to happen,
and so he said, "Well," he said, "I'm making an appointment
with you tomorrow at Grand Junction. How will you get down
there?" And I said, "Oh, I'll drive." And he said, "Oh, no,
you won't." He said, "If you happen to hit that brake, your
car brake, and broke that little piece of bone," he said, "You'd
wreck." So I went down on the bus.
Q.
Ohhhh.
grown there?

And by that time there was a tumor that had

A
Yeah, a giant cell bone tumor.
about 300 in the whole united States.
Q.

A
others.
Q.

There's only been

From injury?
Very unusual--well, I don't know what caused the

This tumor developed from that?
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~
Yeah, uh-huh, uh-huh.
wasn't malignant at all.

But it wasn't malignant.

It

~
And so they had to--they just had to--they couldn't
take that out and repair you leg or-~
Well, they did take it out, and took all the bone
graft off of this right side of my hip, see. And he thought
the bone graft was going to take. But there's one little piece,
just a tiny piece, that stayed gray, the rest of it, you know,
would--you could see where it was knitting.
But this one-just a small place like this, and it started in swelling on
me again then, in November, and Dr. Johnson was the X-ray technician, and he was at Craig, and I knew he was, so I called
him, and I said, "Johnson, I'll be down in the morning--my
leg's coming off."

And he said, "Oh, wouldn't be too sure."
"Well" I said,
"it is." I said, "You're going to have to take it off." And
so I went down, and sure enough, they had to take it off.
~

They really thought that, huh?

A.

Yeah.

~

Oh, golly, because it just wouldn't--

There wasn't anything else you could do.

~
It just--that one little piece wouldn't heal.
They don't know why it wouldn't heal, but it didn't, the rest
of it--

~

Golleee.

A.

Yes.

~

That must really be bad.

So you were on crutches and had a bad leg?

Well, it could have been worse.
The only thing,
I sure had to give up my horseback riding and my dancing.
~

Q.

Yeah, you sure did.

And say, I loved to dance with your grandad.
He
hit me about here on length, but man, that guy could two-step!
I'm telling-[laughter]
~
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Q.

Really?

A.
Yeah. And I knew Fannie Tagert, I knew all the family.
And old Percy Rigby was quite a dancer, believe me. We had a
lot of good dancers.
Q.

That's what I hear.

A.

You bet your life we did have.

Q.
If you had to compare what things
what people were like, and what it was like
the twenties and thirties to even how ranch
lives today, what would you say was the big

were like, and
to live back in
people live their
difference?

A.
Well, the thing of it was, in the old days, their
word was as good as their note. And they were honest. You
didn't have to lock your house. Everybody was free to come.
If they were hungry, they came in, cooked, washed up the dishes,
filled the wood box, and that was it.

Q.
would--

And they would just--you'd leave it open and they

A.
Leave it open. You never locked a house. And now
their word isn't any good. And you have to lock up everything.
And neighbors depended on each other in those days. You traded
work, and everything like that.

Q.

You helped each other?

You. helped each other--you traded work is what you
did. When th~y went to brand, why, everybody went and helped
out, you know, the women took food and the men, they all got
together and you traded work, even on the ranch.
A.

What about those country schools?
to see them closed?
Q.

Were you sorry

Well, I'll tell you, I think that ruined our rural
corrununities, when .they consolidated schools here in town. And
other than your athletic program, and your band program, I
think that the kids were better educated, and more adjusted
to life in rural corrununities than they are today.
A.

Q.

Can 'you give me some examples of why that would be?

I
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A
For the simple reason that, well, Beverly Gentry,
over 1n Craig. She taught school down on Piceance Creek and
I think she had eight--eight grades then by that time, but I
think she only had seven, and she had eighteen students. Now
she had to prepare for each one of those, for each grade, you
know, but the thing of it was, your older ones would help the
younger ones with their work, and you always had anidol above
you, and you tried to more or less pattern your behavior and
everything else by him.
~

So the older ones really did--

Well, the older ones, it was good for them to help
teach the younger ones, and it was good for the young ones to
have somebody to look up for. And I think you didn't have the
discipline problems--of course, they did a lot of mischief,
but nothing like they do today. And a lot of the teachers,
some of them were just--I suppose most of them two years of
college, but it was the three R's in those days, and penmanship.
A.

~

And then they had a lot of one-to-one attention, and--

A.

Yes.

Q.

I think you learn more when--

And then, of course, every occasion, why, the school
had a program. And every child was in that program, you know.
Maybe just--it all depended on their age and their ability
and everything else, but they all had a part in it.
You get
in these consolidated schools, they pick the ones that are the
most capable, instead of your ones that are not quite as--on
that level, they pick the smarter ones and want to make an impression, is what they want to do.
A.

-'

~

So those other kids don't get any experience?

A

They dont' get the experience, no, they don't.

~

Yeah, I think that's all very true.

Did you have any time when you were just at home, when
it was too cold to go out or something, when you would do something that just was fun, when you were at home, any kind of
hobbies, or anything?
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A.
Well, everybody learned to crochet and embroider
and tat and knit, and sew.
Q.

So you spent a lot of time doing those things?

A.

Well, yes.

Q.

What kind of things did you sew?

A.
Well, I never made a shirt, but as far as dresses
and things, and then I did alterations for ten years after I
lost my leg.
~

Oh, you did?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Took in people's--took clothes in, you mean?

A

Yeah, uh-huh, yeah, alterations.

Q.
Could you explain to me how you did the cooking,
maybe, in ways that were different than we do it now with all
of our electricity and so on? How did you cook up there?

A.

On the wood stove.

Well, with wood, particularly--I would think the
coal, with coal, you could-Q.

A
You could bank your fire, you could bank the fire,
uh-huh, yeah.
~

Fix the temperature a little bit?

A

Yeah, uh-huh.

~

Wood, I would think it would be awful hard to cook

with?
A.
Well, it isn't hard to cook if you want a quick fire,
why, you get your wood. If you want to bake biscuits in a
hurry, why, you use wood, but if you--and we always banked
our cookstove at night, to keep the house warm. And we had
an old heating stove.
They're very different than these kind
you've got now. They were safer than the ones we've got now
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and they had a grate in them, and you could bank your coal,
and you could bank them all night long. These wood stoves
they've got now aren't too safe. According to the ones we
had.
Yeah. Pardon me for being so stupid--how do you
bank a coal fire?
~

A.
Well, you have some live coals in there. You put
your coal, some more coal on top. You don't want to smother
it out, but some pretty good-sized chunks, and then you adjust
the draft--you always had a draft down here, and then you had
. oh, a chimney, oh.
. I know what I want to to say,
but I can't say it.
~

Flue?

A.
You had the chimney, and then you had a damper in
that--damper is what it is, and then you adjust that damper.
You didn't shut it off tight, because your coal would smolder,
and you'd get this pollution from it. But you always left a
crack--you could tell. You always left just a little crack
in your damper, and you always left just a tiny little crack
down here. Your adjuster was on your--just under your firebox.
Just enough so that you'd get enough draft so it would
burn slow. And they would bank all night.
When you cooked, and you were going to cook, maybe
you were going to bake biscuits or bread, or cake or a pie,
were there different temperatures that you had to have for
each one of those things?
~

~
Well, you stuck your hand in, and you could tell
what temperature it was.

~

Did it take very long to get it hotter?

A.
Well, it all depended, no, not too long, because,
of course, longer than it does now, but then nevertheless,
why, you always had a fire in the thing, so all you had to
do was just put a little more fuel on it.
~
You spent an awful lot of time outside taking care
of the cattle and so on. How did you get the washing and the
cooking, and the sewing done?

A.

You just made time for it, besides raising a garden,
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feeding bum lambs.
Q.
Did you do those kinds of thing s maybe early in the
morning and late at night?

A.
Well, you just worked it in between.
Owenses two summers.
~

For a lot of men?

A.

About twenty-one men we had.

~

Twenty-one men?

A.

Uh-huh, and packed lunches for them.

I cooked for

Well, I just can't see how you'd put taking care of
the cattle and all that together.
~

A.
Well, I didn't work with the cattle when I worked
for Owens. I strictly cooked, is what I did, cooked for
all the men and everything else. But you could time it.
NOw, of course, it took longer because you didn't have--oh,
they finally come out with pressure cookers, but you had to
watch them or they'd blow the ceiling off, you know. But if
you wanted to go out, and you had something cooking, why,
usually your stove had four or six holes, and you'd shove it
back here, you see, and bank your fire, and it would simmer
along, is what it would do.
Did you ever have trouble with, oh, sparks from
the stove or anything where you had fires?
Q.

A.

Never had a fire in my life.

~

Nothing ever burned down, or--

A.
No. Oh, they did occasionally, but then it was
pure carelessness, is what it was.
I don't think they had
nearly as many fires as they do with these new stoves that
they I ve got.
~

I think your stoves are much heavier than--

~

Oh, they were heavier, and they had more controls
And then you had--say you had a grate in there and

on them.
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everything else, you know, so you could bank your stove,
like this, and then you had an old shaker, shake the ashes
down if you wanted--in the summer time when you didn't bank
your fire, why, you shook the ashes into the ashpan and
started with kindling on up, is what you did.
But you better have those old stoves like Majestic or
Universal, that would bank, and then, of course, they had
a reservoir. The Universal had a reservoir on the fire side,
but--then finally, why, Majestic started putting the reservoir on the fire side, it had an inset like this against
your fire.
Q.

And that reservoir was for what?

A.

Wa ter, that heats your water.

~

Heats your water?

It held a little over five gallons, and
A.
Uh-huh.
it was made out of copper.
~
Did you use that water just for cooking, or did
you use it for washing clothes or anything?

A.
Well, but when you wanted to wash clothes, five
gallons didn't go very far.
You had an old boiler that you
filled from the spring or from the ditch, and come in and
got it hot, and then you washed on the board. with lye soap.
~

Make your hands sore?

A

Oh, I guess you got tough to it.

~
Okay.
I'd like for you to describe for me a typical
day--one in the dead of winter with all that snow, and one in
the summer.

A.
Well, you'd get up about 6: 30 of a morning. June
would go out and take care of the horses while I got breakfast.
Q.

Is this winter or summer?

A
This is winter. And then I'd hurry up and do the
dishes, while' he was harnessing. And we didn't even pack a
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lunch. Then we'd go out and we'd leave at 8:00 in the morning and sometimes we'd have to ride.
. ummmm,
. six,
seven miles to our last feed drop. And we'd go down there
and load the hay, and feed the cattle out, and if the elk
were close, and had got into a good stack of hay, we had to
make another trip, because those elk would come and get on
top of the stack and ruin our hay.
And then you'd get back in, and you always had a bunch
of--oh, cattle that weren't doing so good that was close to
the place, and you had those close so you could take a little
better care of them, and that was a typical winter day. You
didn't have but one milk cow and a few things like that.
Now in the summer time, after we moved here to the ranch,
why we milked sixteen head of cows.
Q.

What did you do with all that milk?

~
We fed it to pigs and bum lambs and the calves,
and all we sold was the cream.
~

But did you have to separate the cream by hand?

~
No, we had separators, one of those crank kinds,
that go--arrrrr, arrrrr, arrrrr, and around like this.

Q.

Yeah.

Yeah. And by the time you got that done, you came
on in then, and--we always ate breakfast before we turned a
hair. Came back in then and started your dishes, and washed
your separator, and went out and saw what the garden was
doing, and a few things like that. And then if it was haying
time, why, you hurried up and got something going and set
it on the back of the stove and went to the hay field.
A.

Wha t did you do--you worked with the hay, helped
with the hay too?
Q.

Yes, uh-huh. During the war, why, my sister-inlaw, Bessie Graham and I, did most of the mowing, and that
was with a team and mowing machines, and all we had was a
14-year-old boy to help us, besides June. And we'd mow for
awhile, and then I'd run the sulky rake.
I wasn't very good
on a buck rake--she was. And the boy would run the stacker
A.
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horse, so then I'd get off a little early and go to the house
and finish lunch, and then we'd all go back out to the field
again and hay some more.
Q.

What did you do in the evenings?

A
Well, usually we was so cotton-pickin' tired we
didn't have much time to do anything, unless it was Saturday
night and you wanted to go dancing.
~

Were you ever too tired to go dancing?

A.

No!

~

What kind of lights did you have?

I don't think so.

A.
We had coal oil and Aladdin lamps. The Aladdins
are the ones with the mantle on, like this, like they have
on gasoline lanterns now. No refrigeration.
Q.

HOW

did you keep thing s cool, then?

A
Well, usually you had a ditch or a stream or something, and you made what we called a screen box, it was screen
all around with a solid bottom, and immerse it in the water
until it was about this deep, and then you took gunny sacks
and spread them and fringed them, and let the ends hang in
the water like this, and the breeze would corne through, and
it would keep it cool.
Q.

Where did you put .the gunny sacks?

A
Over the top of it, like this.
it, to keep the sun off, see.
~

Over the top of

Oh, I see.

A.
But then you'd let your fringe, so just the strings
would hang down in the water so it would let the air go through,
see, and still shade your food.
Q.

What did you put in there?

A.
Oh, everything you had, milk, and butter, and things
like that. Now, of course, when you corne to town, and you
bought meat, but you had to go horne and cook it, because
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there was no refrigeration, and so you usually would get a
roast that you could cook, and it would keep, and you'd get
some hamburger, and things like that. Of course, it had to
be used up right away. But I think most of the people in
those days lived on chicken.
Q.

And you just got those and plucked them and cooked

them?
A.
Yes. Well, I always soaked mine overnight.
I
never did like a warm chicken.
I wanted mine killed and
soaked overnight.
Q.
What happened to it when it soaked overnight?
the blood drain out?

Did

~
The blood drained out, and then you got it cooled
off. And I thought--just my imagination, I guess, but I
thought it had a better flavor.

What about the buckskins that you killed--how did
you preserve it?
Q.

A.

You didn't.

Q.

You didn 't?

~
You hung it up at night, and then you put it in
heavy sacks and stuck it under the bed, where it was cool.
And it would keep.

~

It really did?

~

It really did.

~

I can't imagine.

Yeah, it would keep.
wasted hardly any of it.
~

Q.

Hmmmm.

You'd be surprised--we never

How long did it last?

Oh, I don't know. As soon as you run ou t, you
went and got another one, up until Cleave Gentry became game
warden, and Cleave and us were good friends, and so June
knew if Cleav~ caught him, he'd arrest him and it would cause
hard feelings, so that's when we quit.
A.
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Q.

Oh.

So you just--

~
Cleave Gentry gained more respect for the Game
and Fish than anybody else we've ever had. And he wasn't
a snooper. He wouldn't snoop on you. But if he caught you,
I don't care who it was, he'd arrest you.

Q.
The other thing I'm interested in is tha t when
young girls turned into young ladies physically, about the
age of twelve or thirteen-A.

Thank heavens, mine was fourteen.

Yours was fourteen? Sometimes they didn't know
what was going on. Did you know what was happening?
Q.

A.

No.

Q.

Did you have someone to ask, when it did?

A.
Why, yes, you ask Mother, but then she wasn't very
good at explaining it.
Q.
But at least she helped you figure out what to
do about it, and you knew that it was something that would
continue to happen?
~

Yeah, it would continue.

Q.
You were a pretty good age when your brother was
born. Did your parents explain what was going to happen
there, or--

I didn't know anything about it until I went from
the neighbors' over to kiss them goodbye before I went to
school, and there he was!
A.

~

Golleeeeee.

And your mother just said, "Here's this

new baby"?
~
Yeah. And I said, "Is he ours?" And she said,
"Yes." And I said, "Are we going to keep him?" And she
said "Yes." And I said, "Well, he can't have any of my doll
clothes." So I went to school.
[laughter]

Got over there, and I got a headache.
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Oh, you did?

~

A.
So the teacher said, "You may go home." And I had
money in my bank, so I walked a mile down to the store and
bought him his first pair of shoes.
[laughter]
Q.
I'll bet that really was, because you were alone in
that family for quite some time, and that was a big surprise
to you, wasn't it?

A

But 1 never was jealous of him.

Q.

You weren't?

A.
No! He was a demon! cutest little demon I ever
saw in my life, I'm telling you!
Q.

And you took care of him a lot, didn't you?

A

Oh, I did take care of him a lot, uh-huh.

Q.

But your mother just never did explain where babies

came from?
A.

No.

No.

Q.
1 suppose by the time you were 21, someone had
discussed that with you, and you knew?

A.
1 used to go over to Chews down in Pat's Hole.
If 1 worked real hard, I could go over there for my vacation,
and they were a family that discussed everything. And--oh,
she had kids from three on up to 25 years old, and a great
big table, and somebody asked a question, it was discussed
right there at the table, and I'm telling you, talk about--I
know I was so embarrassed, and Mrs. Chew said, "Oma, I noticed
you were embarrassed at the conversation at the table." And
I said, "1 was." And she said, "Well, I'm sorry, but," she
said, "Any time anybody asks a question here," she said,
"We discuss it--little ones and old ones." And I thought--it
was the thing to do, you know, instead of being taboo, why,
the little kids listened in, and they'd ask a question now
and then, and I think it was the best way.
Q.

So that I s really where you--

A

Well, I picked up a lot from that, yeah, I picked

,I
(
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up a lot from that, but then I wasn't stupid--I finally decided
where it all came from!
[laughter]
Q.
After watching the animals all those years, you
probably put two and two together, too.
~

Yes, uh-huh.

:~

Wha t do you mean by working real hard and going over
there for a vacation?
Q.

Well, just before school started, and it was fun to
go over to Chews.
~

Q.

Because there were so many people there?

~
There were so many there--I think there was three
girls, and three boys about the same age, but then we had
all these--and we all had our work cut out for us.
They
raised a big garden, and everything like that, and you all done
your work, and got everything under control, and then you
could take a lunch and take off. And we'd go down to where
Echo Park is now, and to old Pat Lynch's place, and when we'd
ford the river, we'd just falloff of the horse, tie the
reins around the saddle horn, falloff and catch him by the
tailor the stirrups, and we just took our shoes off, we just
went in with all of our clothes on, and they'd dry on us,
and then we'd corne to the river again, and do the same thing.
It's what we'd do.

Q.

Boy, tha t was fun.

A.

It was fun.

Q.

How long did you stay there?

A

Probably about ten days.

Q.

Did you ride over there by yourself?

~
Yeah, usually, Lula Karen used to go with me,
and then Mrs. Chew had a granddaughter the same age as I
was, and I never had an aunt of my own, so I adopted Julia
Mae's mother and father, Mark Chew and Mae Mobley, and so
their kids were my--acted like my cousins by adoption.

g

I see.

How far was it to this place?
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A.

Oh .

~

Twenty miles?

A.

Well, I think I started in going when I was about

. probably .

. close to 20 miles.

And how old were you when you did

this?

fourteen.
Q.

Hmmm.

Well, it took a little while to ride twenty

miles?
~
Well, we were in a little hurry, and it was good
trotting country!

Q.
We have some sort of ending questions here that are
sort of looking back on all of your life at some vantage
point.

If you had to choose two or three people that you would
say were the most influential in your life, made the biggest
difference, who would they be?
~

Well, my grandad was my best disciplinarian.
been dead quite awhile.
Q.

He's

He taught you what?

To mind!
He never spanked me, but man, he could
set me down and make me feel like about this high.
I don't
know who else--I guess Sam Caldwell, my school teacher-one of the best teachers--too bad they don't have more teachers
today like they had--like Sam Caldwell was.
~

Q.

Where was he?

At Jensen.
He taught myself, my brother and my
sister, and what I mean, he was a good disciplinarian, but he
was a lot of fun, too.
He'd go to the parties with us, and
he would go as a chaperone when we went skating, and everything
else--you couldn't ask for a nicer guy than Sam Caldwell
was.
A.

I don't know who else.
Q.

Well, that's pretty good--that's two.

A.

Okay.
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Q.
What are the things in your life that--from which
you've derived the most satisfaction? What do you feel the
best about?

A.

Everything!

~

Well, that's great.

A.

know.
Q.

I've enjoyed living.
I've enjoyed working, you
I've enjoyed it. And my friends.
I enjoy people.
Well, in these small communi ties, you get to know

people.
Yeah, when you've been here 57 years, or almost
57 years, and of course, I love to tell jokes, I'm telling
you.
I think that laughter is the best therapeutic medicine
that you can use.
A.

~

Yeah, they're beginning to decide that's really

true.
~
Well, I decided that a long time ago--even making
fun of myself to get a joke!
[laughter]
~

That's great!

Would you have anything you would call a disappointment?
~
I think everybody has disappointments, but I've
found one thing out. As you go through life, leave the bad
stuff behind, and take the good with you, because if you
pull all of it, you get to where you can't take one step forward. Forget all the bad times--everybody's had bad times,
but forget those, and pull the fun times along with you,
and you can always take a step into tomorrow.
~

Is there a time that you would say was the saddest

A.

I think when my brother was in the army.

Q.

Wha t year was that?

time?

I think he went in in '43, got out in '45, and we
had his little girl--his daughter, she was just two years
old. His wife had to work, and my sister worked at Ashton,
A.
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and my mother was taking care of the little girl. Three
women raising a little girl, she didn't have a very well
rounded outlook on life. So then we took her, and took her
to the ranch, and she had a pretty liberal education, my
dear.
~

I'll bet she did.

A.
But I think that those three years were probably
the most worried. You weren't sure.
Q.

From one day to the next?

A
No! You weren't sure--and her mother had taken
vacation, and she carne up and see, we did have a radio at
that time, and she kept that thing on and we were out in
the hay field, and said that D-Day, you know, and here she
corne running and carrying the baby. And--because the baby
couldn't run fast enough to keep up, so she was carrying
it. And we knew that something had happened, so we just unhitched the teams, and everything else, and decided weld
corne to town and celebrate.
Q.

Yeah.

A
Corne to town and all the bars were closed!
wasn't any whiskey in town!
Q.

Well, why was that?

A.

They closed them everywhere.

Q.

They did?

There

A.
Yeah, they just shot up the town--everybody was so
elated and so relieved, see.
Q.

Oh, I see.

A.
Oh-huh. But I think that those were the most worrisome times that I had.
Q.

What about the Depression years?

Were they--

A
I was kind of born in the Depression--it didn't-you know.
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Q.

It really didn't change things all that much?

~

You know--you just adjusted to it, you know.

~

Were jobs harder to get?

A.
My husband always had a job. He was grading roads
from Elk Creek to Sizemores with just an A-blade and four
horses, and getting five dollars a day for eight hours' work
and four horses.

And that was to keep the road up in the winter,
or in the summer?
~

~

Yes!

To keep the road open in the winter time,

uh-huh.
Are there any things that you wished you I d had
the opportunity to do, but just couldn't ever get them done?
Q.

A.

Well, I don't know.

Q.

You can't think of anything?

~
Nothing that has really made a great big deal of
difference, you know. As I say, I've enjoyed living--I had
a good life, I enjoyed working, made a lot of friends, and
always had plenty to eat, and enough to wear--what more do
you want?
~

I can't think of anything.

A.

Sure--wha t more do you wan t?

Q.

Yeah.

A.
would.
~

I think that's a great way to look at life.

I'd go back and do it over again if I had to.

You would?

I

You'd do it just that way again?

A
Yes, I would. Course, I'd want everybody to go
back too, because I'd sure hate to be packing water uphill
and washing on the board, and everybody else had automatic
washers and dryers!
~

Yeah, yeah.

But everybody did it that way, so
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you just didn't-~
Well, there was no difference. And maybe you had
one dress a year, but then you were just as well off as the
400 Club--they only could afford one dress a year too!

().

Ahhhh.

A.
Uh-huh.
what you had.

There was no competition in dress--you wore

