TRANSCRIPT:

INA EDDY

~
(by Julie Jones-Eddy)
This is Julie Jones-Eddy talking this morning, June 20th in Vernal, Utah with Ina Eddy.

Good morning, Mrs. Eddy, how are you?
A.

(by Ina Eddy)

Good morning, Julie.

Well, Mrs. Eddy, would you like to tell me where you
were born, what your mother's full name was and something about
your family?
~

A.
I was born in Hurley, New Mexico, and my mother's
full name is Alice Marie Dalrymple, and-~

How many brothers and sisters did you have?

A.
I have twelve brothers and sisters, and my mother
raised a nephew and she raised--she had her brother at horne and
her grandma, which was bedridden with arthritis for thirteen
years at horne, and my dad was a butcher all his life, as far as
I can remember, and we--I don't--we lived in Hurley, New Mexico
for--Iet's see--two years of my life, and then we moved to Meeker,
Colorado and my dad was stricken with a--what do they call it?

Q.

Flu, or--

A.
No, uh--stroke. And he was bedridden for four years,
and he died when I was six, and then I went to school for--I
started in Mee~er, and I got the whooping cough and I was out a
year in Meeker, Colorado, and then-Q.

How old were you when you were out of school?

A.

For a year?

~

How old were you?

A.

Six.

Q.

You were--oh, for that first year?

A.
Uh-huh, first year of school I was six years old,
and when I had the whooping cough my mother kept me out. And
my other sister was two years--a year, or two years--maybe not
quite two years, younger than I was, and she, of course, so
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that made me almost in the same grade she was, and we started
school in Rifle, Colorado. We moved to Rifle, Colorado in about
1922, and I went to school there.
I went through all my grade
school and high school in Rifle, and then I met my husband at
Newcastle, Colorado, and we were married in 1936, and from that
marriage I had three children, and-~

Moved all over--

A.

Moved allover the country, different jobs--

~
Well, we'll talk about that in a minute. The question
that I wanted to ask you about your mother is, with that many
children, and other people living there that she had to take
care of, do you have any memories of how much work she had to
do or how she did, or what life was like?

A.
No.
I was only two, so there was no possible way I
could remember, but only what was told me.
~

Well, what did your sisters--

A.
Well, my brothers and sisters told me Mother had-she had Mexican help, and we lived a good life then because my
dad was live and could take care of us, and of course, she had
a hard life because you just don't--when you have a child every
two years, you're bound to have a hard life. And of course,
with her mother with her, and a brother that--a brother with
her, and then she raised one of her sister's children, you-you just--there's no way other than having a hard life.
Do you remember anybody telling any stories, some of
the older brothers and sisters about the times when she had all
these children--was she able to have a doctor, or was she by
herself?
Q.

A.

Yes, I think with most of the children.

~

She did have?

~
She had, uh-huh. She had a doctor. Yes. We lived
on a place called Hurley--I can't remember the name of the ranch,
but we lived out of town.
~

there?

But you could get to--I mean the doctor could get
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A.

Oh, yes, it was close enough, uh-huh.

~

It wasn't too far?

A.

It was a small town.

Q.

Uh-huh.

When you moved to--how long did you live

in Meeker?

A.

About a year.

~

About a year. So you really didn't go to school there,
because you had whooping cough?
~

No, no.

Huh-uh.

~

You had to stay home all year because of that?

A.

Uh-huh, uh-huh.

~
What did they do for you, to help you get better?
You just rested?

A.

Well, in those days, we were so poor, because my dad
had a stroke, and there was no way for us to--for money to come
in, and so we, we didn't have a doctor. That was the point,
right there.
Q.

Uh-huh.

A.
We were just too poor to have a doctor, and really,
I can't remember ever going to a doctor til I was 19 years old-ever.
~
Well, there must--your mother must have--with that
many children, must have had a lot of home remedies for different diseases and things.

She did. She did. When my first baby was born, I
had phlebitis, and the doctors--we had a doctor from Glenwood
Springs, and he didn't know what to do for me, and so Mother
used her home remedies and brought me out of it.
A.

Q.

What?

~

Well--my breasts swelled up real big, you know, and
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they burst and she put pancakes--she made pancakes and put salt
in it and she drew all the infection out.
g

Pancakes and salt?

A.
With salt.
the time.

And she kept hot pancakes on them all

g

Oh, for heaven's sake.

A.

Yeah, she did, uh-huh.

g
Can you think of any other things like that that she
would do for--oh, I don't know--colds, pneumonia, mumps--

A.
Yes, I remember colds.
She put mustard plaster, and
plasters on our chests, and rubbed Vicks, and just more or less
medicine from the drug store on us, but that was all the medicine,
and all the care that I got when I was a child.
Q.
Do you remember, with that many brothers and sisters,
that anyone had accidents and cut themselves, or broke bones, or
hurt themselves?

A.
No, no. My oldest brother--one of my oldest brothers
broke his arm, and it was set, and it was set crooked, but that's
all--we were a very healthy family--very healthy.
g

Fortunately.

A.
Fortunately. We had to be. It was sort of fittest
survive in our family, because we were healthy, and I had two
older brothers and sisters die when I was probably--well, I
wasn't even born.
g

Oh?

A.

Well, they had TB.

Q.

Oh--

What happened to them?

A.
At that time there was no--they had the flu. My oldest
brother had the flu, and he didn't take care of himself, and of
course it went into TB, and my youngest sister caught it from-not ~ youngest sister, but his youngest sister--caught it from
him and she died from him and she died from it, too. But there
was no cure, and then I had a sister when I was in the twelfth
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grade die of spinal meningitis.
~

Oh.

A

And, us--

~

But they knew what it was?

A.

They knew, uh-huh.

~

They just couldn't do anything about it?

A.
pital.

They knew, uh-huh. No, no, they took her to the hosBut there was no cure.

~

Well, after your father died and there wasn't that
income, how did you make any money?

A.
My brothers worked at any job, any place, anywhere
that they could get a job, and brought in money. That was the
only way. Well, we were real hard up. We had real hard times.
~

Did your mother work, or just depended on them?

A
No, no. We were all so small, and she stayed horne
with us children. The brothers and my sister, oldest sister,
Ellen, she helped.
~

Worked to bring in money?

A.

Uh-huh.

She worked to bring in money.

~
Do you have anything you might call your first childhood memory, whether it be at four, five, six, seven or eight-any time through there? Something that happened that you remember very clearly?

A.
Well, the furthest that I can go back is my dad dying.
I can remember somebody picking me up--I was six years old-and I looked in the coffin at him, and that's my earliest-~

Oh, dear.

A.
Memory of anything that way, and then it seems like
the things that I can remember are things that are sad.
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~

Uh-huh, uh-huh.

A.
And I didn't have too much sadness in my life. My
sister died of spinal meningitis; that was a sadness, and that's
about it as far as disappointments and sadness is concerned.
And then I had a normal childhood--did the normal things that
normal children do.
Uh-huh. Did you, as you got a little older, have
responsibilities at home, too, like-~

A.

No.

~

You were the little one, so you got by?

A

That's right.

Q.
Well, that's pretty--that was pretty lucky, I guess,
wasn't it? You didn't have to work so hard. When you played
as a chId, and just had fun--when you weren't in school or doing
something elsei when you just had fun playing, what--do you
remember what you did?

A.
Uh-huh. Swim. I swam all my life, every summer I
went swimming from the time school was out til the time school
started.
Q.

Where?

In--oh, what do they call that river there in Rifle?
Colorado River.
A.

Q.

The Colorado River you swam in?

A.

Uh-huh.

~

Were there any--was there ever any problem with kids

drowning?
A.

No.

Q.

No?

A

No, no.

~

I think people are--will be surprised now about

Never had any sort of incidents of any kind.
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swimming in the Colorado River--it's big.

A.

Yes.

Q.

Did you play with dolls or--

A.

No, we--I never had a doll in my life.

Q.

You never had a doll?

A.
Never had a doll. We--my--we just couldn't afford
that--those things, because the money went for food and clothing,
and other things. We just didn't have--we just went outdoors
and played. Made our own entertainment.
Q.

Did you have games--particular games that you played?

A.
Well, we played activity games--we didn't play games
such as quiet games.
Q.

What kind of activity games?

A.
Oh, the normal stuff:
tin, and things like that.

hide and go seek; rinna-tin-

Q.
And because of all the brothers and sisters you had
a lot of people--

A.
Well, we had a lot of children. We lived in town,
and all the neighborhood children would gather, and that's what
we did.
Q.
What kind of--what sorts of clothes--you're probably
a little bit older, so you didn't have to wear dresses all the
time--is that so?

A.
We--I--we wore dresses. I never knew what jeans and
pants were. We just didn't do it--it was just a no-no.
Q.

So when you played outside you just played in a dress?

A.
Right, or swimming suit, or--well, we didn't wear
shorts. I used to play, well, just dresses, which was not very
ladylike, for the games I used to play, but I could have cared
less!
[laughter)
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~
How did you get your clothes--did your mother make
them, or buy them, or--

to be honest, I don't know, Julie.

A.

Dh

Q.

You don't remember?

A.
I don't remember how.
because Mother didn't sew.

Evidently they were bought,

Q.

Oh, uh-huh.

A.

Dh-huh, but they didn't have many.

Q.

Well, buying clothes for that many children would

be-A.
I never had what's called a dress-up pair of shoes,
like the children today do.
I never had a dress-up dress; I
just wore what I had. Course, then, socially, we did nothing
as a family.
~
Well, as you got older, and you were in high school,
what were some of the things that you did for fun then?

A.
~

[pause]
With a group of kids, or--

Well, during the winter I entered all the activities
at schoolj basketball, and baseball, and, course in the evenings
at night when other children had the parties, I never had the
clothes or the money to go to the parties, so I didn't go to
parties, although I didn't--I always ran around with the best
crowd in town, and was accepted, but I just--I never let anybody
know that we didn't have the money or the clothes to go to things,
so we stayed horne, and I wasn't a particular child that liked to
read, so that wasn't my entertainment.
A.

I played outdoors--well, I couldn't say play, because when
you.!re in high school, you don't play, but I was more sledriding, and skiing, and skating, and winter sports. And in
summer it was swimming--that was my life.
Q.
So mostly sports activities in school were the things
that you liked to do?
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~

Right, right.

What did you think about school?
school--was there anything that you-Q.

Did you like

A.
Well, I think I would have liked school, if I had
had the clothes like other children; the money to buy paper
and pencils, and the money to--the one thing that I would have
loved to entered in school, which I'm not very adaptable to
it, but I like it.
I would have loved to have been in the band.
But then, you had to pay for your own band instrument, and of
course my folks didn't have the money to do that.
Q.

To do tha t .

A.

So--that was the way it was.

Q.
Do you remember feeling because of all those problems,
did that cause you some real hard feelings, or was it something
that you just sort of took in stride?
~
No, I had--no, no, I never harbored no hard feelings
or resentment of any sort. I never had a childhood where I
thought that I was being deprived--

Q.

A.
family.

Uh-huh.
Of anything.

Because there was a lot of love in our

Q.

In your family, yeah.

A.

Uh-huh.

~
When you were in high school, did boys and girls date,
or did they just spend most of their time in groups, if you
compared it to what they do now?

A.
Yes, they dated, and I didn't notice groups so much,
because like I said, I didn't join into the activities, so-~

Uh-huh.

A.
That way, I had no way of knowing whether that was
a group, but they did date.
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Q.

About what age did most women get married?

A

Nineteen, twenty.

~

Right after high school?

A.

Uh-huh, right out of high school.

~
When you were about seventeen, eighteen years old,
did you have any--maybe you had sort of expectations as to what
you might do in life. Did you have any dreams or hopes about
the next twenty years?

A.

No.

Q.

What you would like for it to be?

A.

No.

Q.

What were you--what did you expect?

None whatsoever.

A.
Really, nothing.
I never expected anything.
I
didn't--I didn't look in the future that far, I guess, was the
reason.
I just went and took each day as it corne.
Q.

Each day as it carne?

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

What did you decide to do when you graduated?

A.
Well, when I graduated I got married, so I--that was
a thing I hadn't planned, but it was the thing that did happen.
~
Did you meet your husband while you were still in
high school?

A.

Yes.

Q.

How did you do tha t ?

A.
We met at a dance, and went together for seven months,
and then married.
~

So you were at a dance at Newcastle?
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A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

Another town--

A.

Yes, yes.

~

Did they often have dances in different parts--

A.

Yes.

~

--the countryside?

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

Where did they hold the dance?

A.

Well, usually a public building of some sort.

~

And everybody from surrounding areas--

About 25 miles--well, it isn't that far.

Allover the small towns.

Yes, uh-huh, everybody--it was sort of like. a--you
pay for--the boys paid to get in, and they always hired some
local orchestra, and-A.

~
So you didn't have to--did you have to go with--nowadays you can only go if you have a date.

oh,
and
get
the

A.

No, we didn't.

We went as a group of girls.

Q.

A group of girls went?

A.
Uh-huh. We'd take a quarter--gasoline was about-couldn't have been more than fifteen, twenty cents a gallon,
we'd all put in a quarter and pay for the gas, and we'd
in the old Model-T car and head out in the country--not in
country, but anoth.er smaller town, and-Q.

Uh - h uh, yeah.

A.

And go to the dances.

~
Yeah. Well, that sort of brings up an interesting
subject in this part of the country where the winters are very
cold and there's a lot of snow. Do you remember sort of, as
compared to now, how it was to get around in the cars, or could
you get around in a car during the winter?
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A
Well, if we went to a dance, it was usually a Saturday
night.
If it was storming bad we just didn't go. And then the
roads would be okay, we'd go to Glenwood Springs, which was
about twenty-five miles from Rifle, and Newcastle, which is
halfway between Rifle and Glenwood, which wasn't very far, and
it was well traveled, so we had no problem that way.
When was the first time that you traveled, that you
went outside northwestern Colorado?
Q.

A.
After I got married.
went, really.

I can't remember even where I

Q.

Did you ever want to go?

A.

No, no.

~

Did you read about different places--

A
No, no.
ferent places.

Even today I have no curiosity to go to dif-

~

There must be something, then, about this part of
the country that you like, or else you would have wanted to
leave, I suppose?
A.

Yes.

Q.

What is it?

A.

Well, I suppose because I--when I was a child, we
didn't have the cars to go. anyplace, and itJs more of a habit,
more than anything. You like the friends youJve made, and the
people you've met, and the things you do, and it's--creature
of habit, I suppose.
~
Well, since you have been sort of out and around,
since then, perhaps when you're in Denver, or when you're in
Phoenix, Arizona, or something, if you compared those places
to life here, what would be the advantages about this area-or perhaps, disadvantages, that you can--

A.
Well, the disadvantage, of course, would be your education. The advantages would be local people and local friends
and closeness that you have with people.
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Q.

Wha t do you mean by education?

A.

Well, your higher education.

~

There isn't any here?

A.

Well, there is now, but when I was going to school-well, you was handicapped by money--I waSi there was no way
that we could-Q.

Were there a lot of other kids who were, too?

A.
Well, yes. When I was going to school, there was
very few children that went to collegei very few. Very few.
Just very rich people.
~

You had to have a lot--quite a bit of money?

A.
Well, not quite a bit--quite a bit to us then, but
today it wouldn't amount to much, of course. Today the children
have the opportunities to do things, more than we did.
Q.

Economically, it seems to be much better, now?

A.

Yes, uh-huh.

Q.
So when you met your husband at Newcastle, and seven
months later you got married, what did you do at that point?
Where did you live, and what did he do?

A.
Well, for awhile we lived with my folks, my mother,
and then he got a job out of town, and I stayed with my mother
for about a year, and--of course, my baby was born a year after
we were--my first baby was born the year after we were married,
and then he just worked at odd jobs in mines and with the State
Highway Department until he got a steady job with a Texas company,
and he stayed there eleven years, and he quit that job after
eighteen years and went to work for the Bureau of Reclamation,
and then retired from the Bureau of Reclamation.
Well, in those early years, you stayed with your mother
for the--what did you--how long?
Q.

A.

A

year.

Q.

A

year, and then you were pregnant through that year?
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A.

Yes.

Q.

And he could come back and visit occasionally, I guess?

A.

Uh-huh, uh-huh, right.

~

Did you have the baby, then, at your mother's?

A.

Uh-huh, I had it at home.

~

And this is the first one you were telling me about?

A

First baby, yes.

Q.

With the phlebitis, and so on?

A.

Yes, right.

Q.

Was there--there was probably a doctor?

A.

Yes, I had a doctor from Glenwood Springs, Dr. Andrews.

~

But the child was born at home?

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

Were there any complications?

A.

Julie, I have to retract some of that--ask--

And--

Q.
So you have your--you were able to have a doctor,
which was an advantage that some people didn't have--

A

Right, uh-huh.

~

From Rifle, or--

A.
I had the doctor from Rifle, Colorado, and then after
I had complications with the baby, I, we had to call in a doctor
from Glenwood Springs.
Q.

Was the delivery okay, or--

A.
Yes.
I hemorrhaged, but the doctor was able to stop
it, and I done fine, other than I had phlebitis--
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Q.

Dh-huh.

A.

With the baby afterwards.

Q.

Dh-huh, so the baby was okay?

A.

The baby was just a--

Q.

It was you that was the problem?

A.

Normal, healthy baby, yes.

Q.

I know from your family history that you do have an

A.

Factor, uh-huh.

Q.

What was that?

Rh--

A.
Rh negative factor, and of course, when my second
baby--I was pregnant with my second baby, I didn't know it,
and I didn't--the doctor never mentioned it even with my third
baby, so I was lucky that I--that no compli--well, with my second
baby, he was born premature.
Q.

How much premature?

A.

He was a month.

Q.

Four weeks, then?

A.

Dh-huh--no, Julie, six weeks.

Q.

Six weeks?

A.

Dh-huh.

Q.

Where did you have him?

A.

Hayden.

Q.

Was there a hospital?

Was it in Hayden?

Hayden, Colorado.

A.
Yes, I went to the hospital, had a nice little, young
doctor from Craig.
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And so when he was six weeks premature, did they do
anything special about that?
~

A.
No. No, they didn't have oxygen tents and things
that they do today. They just took care of him, and then when
he stayed in the hospital, oh, for the ten days, he wasn't doing
too well, and the doctor told me to take him horne, and give him
tender, loving carei it's all you can do for him. So that's
what I did, and he came out of it and was a fat, cute little
baby.
~

How much did he weigh when he was born?

Well, he weighed a little over five pounds, and he
lost down into the four pounds.
A.

Q.

How did they discover that it was an Rh problem?

A.

After I was examined, after my third baby, they found

Q.

Oh.

A.

No.

Q.

To begin with?

it.
They didn't do blood tests then?

A.
No, no. You just went to the doctor, and he looked
at you, and if you looked normal, you--[laughter]. At least,
that's my experience. I don't know--of course, I'm not much-was never much to go running to doctors, and I was healthy.
I didn't think there could possibly be anything go wrong.
~

And you didn't have any problem with the third child?

A.

No, no.

~

That's quite unusual.

A.

Yes, it is, for an Rh negative, but--

Q.

Uh-huh.

A

Uh-huh, uh-huh.

~

Something that we're interested in, particularly in
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terms of women over this last two hundred years, has to do with
their knowledge about their own bodies in terms of turning into
young women at the age of puberty then looking forward to having
children and giving birth and sometimes the rather frightening
things that go along with those two things that women deal with
that men don't necessarily. Did you know what to expect when
you were thirteen years old?

A.
No, I didn't even know about menstruation.
I can
remember the first time that I did menstruate.
I was fifteen
years old and I had a terrific headache, and I thought I was
about ready to die, and I didn't know a thing. And what had
happened, and then I was told what to do, and that was it.
Q.
But even your older sisters didn't tell you?
that strange.

I find

A.

No, no.

~

Very often the mothers didn't want to talk about that.

~
No, Mother would never, never, anything, enter her
h.ead, I don't think, to talk about it. She never talked about
anything about that.

~

And then when you knew that you would be married and
have children, were there questions that you had, or--they just
went unanswered until things happened.
Is that--

A.
They just went unanswered, until they happened. And
I wasn't afraid. Maybe I didn't--maybe--well, even today, I'm
not too scared of things, unknown things like that.
I just
don't think about it. I close my mind to things that I think
that are--might happen to you.
Well, I think very often women just decided that everybody did that-Q.

A.

Right

And you had to do it, and so that was about that.
It seems as though many women had, as your mother had twelve
children, and others had two and three. Was that just something that happened, also, or was there some form of birth control that people decided to practice because they didn't want
that many children?
~
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I don't think there was any birth control practiced,
that I knew of. None whatsoever, because I can remember people
having large families.
A.

Q.

Uh-huh.

A.
Mother was at the time where they just had large
families; there was no birth control that I know of, that I
knew of.
You did have two daughters, and in light of your experiences growing up, and the things that happened to you, as
they were growing up, did you have particular hopes for them,
in light of your life?
~

A.
Yes.
I would love to have had both of them go to
college. And--but they didn'tj they married. right after high
school, so that was a big disappointment to me.
~
That was sort of--that's sort of the norm in this
area, however, isn't it?

A.

Yes, uh-huh.

Q.

That's what people do?

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.
Why did you want them to go on to college?
were the advantages you saw there?

What

A.

Well, I didn't have an education, and I thought, in
order to make life more pleasant for them, and to earn a living,
and enjoy life, that that was the thing to do.
~

That would help?

A.

And we had planned on sending both of them.

Uh-huh. And your--I suppose you had the same kind of
hopes for your son?
Q.

A
Yes, definitely, from the time he was tiny, we told
him that he was going to college, and that's what he was going
to do, so he accepted it, but the girls didn't.
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~
Well, when your husband, in those early years, when
he was just kind of moving from one job to the next one, and
you had this baby, where did you--how long did you stay there;
was it hard moving often?

A.
Well, when he was working for--he worked--he went to
work for the State Highway Department, and of cours~, it was
mostly summer jobs, and we would move--we moved to Dillon, Colorado, and then we came back to Craig in the winter, and he worked
in the mines, but when we were moving, everything that we possessed,
we could take in the car.
~

Oh.

A.
So we rented a place, and stayed the length of time
of the job and then we moved to Craig, and he'd go work in the
mines, and we would rent a place.
~

For the winter?

A

For the winter.

~

Was there ever any thought that you might work?

A.

No.

~

Was that considered?

A.

No, no, I never.

Q.

Why was that?

My husband never wanted me to work.

A.
I don't know.
I never asked him, and I was glad
[laughter] because I didn't want to.
~

And many other women had the same experience?

A.
Well, they just didn't.
I don't think--women aren't
accepted--weren't accepted into the working world as they are
today.

Did you have a certain status if you didn't have to
work, perhaps?
~

A.

No.

Q.

No?
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A

No, I don't think so.

Did men have a certain pride of feeling that they
had earned all of the living?
Q.

A.

Yes, yes, I think so--more so than today.

~

They felt that was--

Uh-huh.

A.
That was the thing to do, and they accepted it, and
that was it. Uh-huh.
If their wives had to work for them to make it, somehow, that was probably not looked upon quite as well?
Q.

A

Favorable, no.

~

Then when you finally, when he got a job with Texaco
and you moved to Rangely, where did you live when you first
came to Rangely?
A.
They had a company house, and we stayed--i t was a
nice home--it was a two-bedroom, with full basement, was a nice
place, and we lived there.
Q.

Did you live in town?

A.
No. We lived three miles out of town in a what they
call a company campus, sort of.
Q.

Uh-huh.

What was the town like in those years?

A.
Rangely was a very--it was a boom town, and most people
know what a boom town is, and it was one of the worst. Worst
boom towns I have ever experienced, and I have experienced two
or three of them.
Q.
Well, can you tell me sort of what you mean by that?
What did it look like, what was--what was there--

Well, in Rangely there is nothing. It is--there' s
no vegetation, no trees, no--there's a river goes through
Rangely, and it's just a desolate, miserable-looking town, and,
of course, in an oil field, usually you get the rough element
of people, and of course they have to associate with the local
people, and at the time when they was building Rangely it was
A.

1
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during World War II, and you couldn't get material, you couldn't
get men to work. The houses that they built was built without
insulation, and they were cold, and the town itself-Q.
Well, for example, was there any--what kind of streets
were there?

A.

Mud.

Q.

No gravel?

A.
No gravel. No--when you went to town, you done good
to get home. When we went to town, the three miles, and we'd
go to town and the big trucks that were working in the field
would be stuck in mud clear up to the running boards. Up to
the doors.
Q.

How did they get them out?

~
They'd just get big tractors and pull them out or
wait 'til it dried. And if it rains in Rangely, and that's
true today, even. But they have the paved roads, and schools,
and curbed streets, and everything that most small towns have
now, but it was really really rough, when we lived in Rangely.

Q.

What kind of schools did they provide for your children?

A.
Well, when we, my children first went to school, they
went to a little schoolroom where everybody, every grade up to
even high school and it used to be there were some children
called the Steeles and she--I don't even know if she had a driver's
license--I didn't look into it, but she'd bring. a pickup, and
she'd pick my children--pick the school children up out at the
camp,
and take them in three miles to school J and then they
finally got a high school, and a grade school, and they had-they had very good schools in Rangely, I think, compared to
other small towns now.
~

Probably because of the oil money.

A.

Right.

Q.

They have the money.

A.

They are a very rich county.

Q.

Uh-huh.
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A.

Uh-huh.

Well, what did you think about living in Rangely;
was there someplace you'd rather live, or did you mind, or-~

A
I didn't like Rangely. Today I don't like it. My
daughter lives therej I go see her, but other than that, I don't
think I'd want to-How many years did you live there?

A.

Eleven.

~

That was quite a long time to live somewhere where
you didn't like it-[laughter].
A

Well, it was true--I didn't.

~

Where would you rather have lived in this area?

A.
Probably Grand Junction or Rifle. I was born--I went
through all my schools in Rifle, and of course, I have a favorable
memory of Rifle.
~

Of Rifle?

A.

Uh-huh.

~

Have you ever worked outside the horne?

A.
Yes, I worked--when we were in Rangely, Colorado, I
worked five years in the school cafeteria, and then when my
husband went to work for the Bureau of Reclamation I worked
four years in the cafeteria at Page, Arizona.
~
Did you do that because you just wanted to get out, or
because you felt it was necessary?

A.
I wanted to get out, just work, and my kids were all
in school; they weren't deprived of anything.
I had the same
hours the children did because it was school work.
~
Since you sort of had two jobs then, you had everything
to do at horne and the job outside; was there any compensation-did you have any help then at horne to do those things?
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A

No, no.

I didn't ask for any.

Q.

Uh-huh.

A

I did it myself.

Q.

Why didn't you ask for any?

A.
Because my mother didn't ask me, I guess, and it was
the thing that just-Q.

You just expected that was your job?

A.
Right. Things were expected of women then that aren't
expected today, and you was expected to cook, wash, iron, take
care of your children, and work out if you had to.
~

And do that, too?

A.

And do it all.

And not complain.

~
And not complain.
the outside, too?

Did you take care of the yard,

A.

No, no.

No, I didn't.

My husband did that.

Q.

So that was a little bit of a help there.

A.

Tha t was help, yes.

~
Is there any kind of work, if you just had your choice,
absolutely to do whatever you wanted to, if it had to do with
a career of some sort, what would it have been?

A
I loved outdoors, so it would probably be taking care
of gardens and flowers and things like that. That's what I
like.
~

As you grew older, did you have any hobbies or any-when you had time for yourself, what did you do?
A.

I didn't have time for myself.

Q.

So you didn't have any hobbies because there wasn't

any time?
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A.

I didn't have any hobbies; none whatsoever, no.

~

As you think back over your life, who are the people
who were most influential, that you think made the biggest difference to you?
A.

My older brothers.

~

What did they do?

A.
Well, they were just a good example of manhood. And
they never--they were polite. around us children; they taught us
children manners, and how to be independent, and how to get
along in the world.
Q.

So they kind of took the place of your father?

A.

Right, right.

Exactly right.

~
They really took care of the younger children. How
long did they do that--did they postpone getting married and
everything?

A.
Yes.
later in life.

All my older brothers--all my brothers married

Q.

Because--

A.

Because .they had the responsibility of us children,

uh-huh.
~

Can you think of anybody else whoJ s been very influen-

A.

No.

Q.

Tha t 's it?

A.

Vh-huh.

tial?

~
What are the things in your life, people or circumstances or whatever that you think of that you feel the most
satisfied about; what makes you feel best about your life?

A.

My children.

My children.

That's it.
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So you enjoyed having them through the time that they
were at home?
~

A.
I enjoyed the children, and I'm glad my son achieved
his goal, and I wish the girls had gone on to college, but they
married, and they have wonderful husbands, and we never had
any problems raising our children that the people have today.
They were well mannered, well-raised children. Whether I had
anything to do with it, I don't know, but they just were.
~

They seem to be pretty self-reliant.
you taught them that?

Do you think

A.
Well, we both, my husband and I evidently did, or
they wouldn't have been.
~

Are there any major disappointments, or minor ones,
that you look back on your life and--

A.
Well, I think my major disappointment is not being
in one place, and having a home, and settling down and raising
children in one place. My minor--did you say disappointment?

•

~

Yes.

A.

Well, I don't know of any minor disappointments, really.

~

So moving a lot was difficult?

A
Yes. Well, it wasn't difficult moving physically,
but mentally.
I didn't care for making new friends constantly,
and then going off and leaving them, and I didn't think--perhaps
it wasn't too good for the children. They don't seem to have
any bad results from it, but maybe just in my mind.
~

You sort of feel like you're starting over all the

A

Yes.

time?

You can't sort of build up in one spot?

A.

Uh-huh.

Can you think of what you would call the saddest time
in your life?
~
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When my sister died--my youngest sister that was two
years younger than I. We were close, played together all the
time, and when she died with such a terrible disease, it was
the most dramatic thing that I have ever had happen to me.
A.

How long was it from the time she got the disease
until she-Q.

A.

About a week.

Q.

A week?

A.

Uh-huh.

Q.

Were you living in--

A.

We were living in Rifle.

Q.

Rifle.

A.
Yes, and the thing about it was, I was sleeping with
her at the time they took her to the hospital, and her little
back--she had spinal meningitis, and her little back was bending
then, and they took her to the hospital. And they took her
to one hospi.tal and they wouldn J t even accept her, so they had
to go to another hospital.
Q.

Why noti do you know?

A.

It's communica--it was very contagious.

~

But no one else in your family got it?

A.
No. We was all well--they fumigated the house, and
they told us to gargle our throat with Listerine, and they'd
be--to sorta note the signs--the signs of--what my sister had
was like the flu.
She felt like she had the flu. And at the
time I was sleeping with her, and of course that worried me,
because again, losing h.er in such a terrible, terrible way.
~

Sure, uh-huh.

A.

My saddest moment in my life.

~

Were you able to go see her at the hospital before?
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A.
No, not I.
sister went.

My two older--my one older brother and

Q.

Was there other spinal meningitis in the town?

A.

No.

Q.

They don't know how she got it, then?

A.

They don't know how she got it, why or anything.

Q.

But she was the only one in town?

A.

She was the only one in town at the time , at the time-well, any time.
Q.

Uh-huh.

A.

It never--showed up.

~

Showed up again?

A.

Huh-uh.

Q.
Do you remember anything about other dis.eases that
would go through the town that people worried about?

A.

Polio was big when I was a child.

Q.

What did they do to avoid--

A.
They just didn't have--we just stayed away from the
swimming pool and public places, but polio was very highly contagious.
Q.

Were there many children that got it?

~

Yes.

~

Did they do anything for those children?

It crippled them, of course.

A.
Well, they didn't have things to do; they didn't know
what to do.
Q.

So they didn't do much?

28

A.

Like they do today, huh-huh.

You just was careful.

Are there any things--and we may have covered thisj
if we have, we don't need to do it again, but you might think
of something else. Are any things that you wished you'd had
the opportunity to do with your life--if you could just have
anything that you wanted, and for whatever reason you just didn't
do them?
~

A.
Well, I think when you marry young, and then you have
your children after you're married so quickly, I think a lot
of times you miss--Iater on in life you realize you've missed
things, but to be disappointed in it, or sad or anything, no.
Not really.
Q.

There are probably. advantages to having done it that

way, too.
A.
Yes, you're right. Because, see, I raised my children-had them all raised by the time I was forty-one, and my son
went to colllege, and he was was no problem. And my girls got
married. And I think another big--another thing that was real
sad in my life is when my first child--I lost my first child
by going to school--[laughter]. She went to school, and I missed
her at home, of course, and I think that was one of my saddest
times, because I was used to having her at home.
~

Uh-huh.

A.

And I missed Joyce very much.

~

When she left?

A.

Uh-huh, when she left to go to school.

Well, the other advantage, I suppose, is that you
have spent a great deal more time with your children-Q.

A.

Yes.

Q.

Than many people do.

Q.
Well, in a way, Julie, when my children had children,
of course, we were gone so much, and we didn't have the advantage
of--that's one of the sad things in my life, too, because I
would have liked to have stayed in one town, and helped raise
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my grandchildren, and played with them, and loved them, and-like a lot of grandparents do, but I never had that advantage.
I was always--my husband always had to be away, earning a living.
He was never out of a job. We always lived--always had what we
wanted and so that was the advantage with that, but then still,
we just were never around our children.
~

Well, now you're around your great-grandchildren.

A

Oh, boy.

~

So I guess having children early gives you a long

That's nice. I love it.

time to--

A.

Enjoy them.

Q.

See them all, anyway.

A.

Uh-huh.

~

Well, I have enjoyed this interview very much. Can
you think of anything else that you would like to have on this
tape we don't have yet?

A.

No, no, Julie, I think you've covered it.

~
All right, that'll be just fine, then, and I appreciate spending the time with you, and I'm sure that your children
will enjoy listening to this later.

A.

Thank you v.ery much--I've enjoyed it, too.

Q.

Good.

